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Dear Parents, 
After much consultation and discernment amongst our school community we published and 
launched our Mission and Vision statements on the last day of last term at Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Feast day celebrations.  It was fabulous on our return to school last week that the 
children could remember the Vision statement without any prompting. They certainly seem to 
have connected with it. 

Our new OLQP mission statement is: 
 
We will ignite our students’ passion for  
learning, desire for knowledge and skills to inquire and problem solve 
by enabling them to engage as learners, to be empowered as 
learners and to evolve as learners. 
 
We will inspire our learners to be courageous, to take risks, to have 
a go, to think outside the square and to be creative. We will inspire 
them, through the sharing of stories and role models to    be 
courageous and to go out and ‘act’. 
 
 

 
Our new OLQP vision statement is: 

 
 
Our vision is that every single person in our community finds 
within themselves the strength to shine - not to be the best, not 
to be the fastest, not to be the smartest but to shine in all they 
set out to do - to shine in their relationships, to shine in their 
written work, to shine in their thinking and to shine in their faith.  
 

Throughout this semester we will continue to work on developing understanding of, and 
commitment towards, these statements with the staff, students and parents. Thank you once 
again to all those who gave of their time, engaged in the consultation opportunities and offered 
their thoughts and opinions.  We valued this immensely.  
 
 
FEAST DAY CELEBRATIONS 
We started the day with acknowledgment to country and a traditional Aboriginal smoking 
ceremony, where our student leaders’ faces were painted in a symbolic manner.  This was then 
followed by the most magnificent celebration of Mass in Our Lady’s honour. Magnificent in the 
way the children reverently and proudly joined in the Mass responses, in the way they used 
their gifts to sing or dance and magnificent in the support and presence of so many parents 
and parishioners.  Mass was followed by some of our students sharing when and how they 
shine and/ or what they would like to shine in. Morning tea, with individual cupcakes for every 
student with the word SHINE on each one reminding them of our vision and an incredible cake 
for the parents, parishioners and guests to share in over a coffee in the library came next.   A 
huge thanks goes to Sarah Ashley for these delicious creations (See Facebook- Cakes by 
Sarah Ashley).  Throughout the rest of the day all the children had the opportunity to participate 
in an Aboriginal Cultural session with Wandana staff as well as add their own touch to our 
school indigenous style artwork. They also got the opportunity to engage with students across 
the school in peer groups in making badges, lanterns and other activities to help them connect 
with our vision statement. I am quite sure we sent home some very tired but quite happy, 
satisfied young people on that last day.  



 
 

OLQP  

FEAST DAY 

CELEBRATIONS 



 

We welcome Kieran, who has joined 

Year 1 this term, and his family to our 

OLQP community. We also welcome 

back Josie to Year 3, who loves our 

school so much that on her family’s 

return to Sydney she has joined us 

again.   

A leader from another 

school at Soccer Gala 

day complimented 

OLQP students on how 

well behaved they were 

especially in comparison 

to her ‘bunch’ . 

TERM 3 HAPPENINGS 
Lots of engaging and exciting things are happening throughout this term.  Soccer Gala day, 
First Reconciliation, the NED show, Inner West Athletics carnival, CaSPA, Book Week, 
Herodutus and Hypatia challenges at Holy Cross College and Marist Sisters Woolwich, 
Father’s Day celebrations, excursions for a number of classes and DANCE FEVER.  Dance 
Fever takes place every Friday this term.  Please remember to regularly check the calendar on 
Compass for what’s happening.   
 
GIFTED AND TALENTED SPEAKER 
For next week's P&F meeting we have been very fortunate to have engaged our regional 
leader in Gifted and Talented Education, Jan Robinson, to speak to us.  Jan’s presentation will 
be at the start of the meeting (approximately for 30 minutes) allowing for some parents who 
cannot stay for the whole meeting to still experience this highly informative session. As part of 
her presentation she will explain what Giftedness and Talent is, the characteristics of 
giftedness and educating G&T students,  and we will also outline the identification process we 
use at OLQP.  We are incredibly lucky to have secured Jan and I strongly encourage you to 
come along next Tuesday evening at 7:00pm and to consider staying on afterwards for the P& 
F meeting that follows. 
 

 

 
GOOD NEWS - SHOUT IT ALL ABOUT 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

SEVEN STEPS TO WRITING 
Last term the staff was involved in professional development around the teaching of writing. 
We were certainly ignited and inspired from this day and have comeback enthused and highly 
motivated to implement what has been learnt.  If you hear your children talk about ‘sizzling 
starts’, ‘tightening the tension’ and ‘dynamic dialogue’ you know they too have caught the 
writing bug and you should expect to see some highly creative and well-structured writing 
generated by them.   
 
 
REVITALISATION 
Our revitalisation project continued throughout the holidays and if you have managed to get to 
school this past week you will have noticed the freshly painted doors, colours, posts, stairwells 
… in the top playground area. Thank you to the number of people who have noticed and 
commented on how terrific the school is looking.  Like anyone who has redecorated or 
renovated, you know it is not an easy task, but how satisfying is it when it all starts to come 
together?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                     THEN                                                         NOW 
 
 

Thanks for this wonderful 

opportunity to help our child 

develop responsibility, caring 

and leadership attributes and 

most importantly for him to 

play an important role in his 

class. (SRC) 



CENSUS 
School Census Date is this Friday, 3rd August 
Privacy Policy – Standard Collection Notice 
From time to time we are required to provide student details and background data provided 
through the school Enrolment form to government agencies.  This is particularly important at 
Census time. 
Parents/Guardians are able to access the SCS Privacy Policy – Standard Collection Notice on 
the SCS public website (Parents/Enrolment/SCS Policy Documents): 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bw0hEIncNQFMOE5uaXZ2bVpfWUE/view 

 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 

 

PLAYING TO THEIR STRENGTHS 

“God has given us many talents, what we do with 
our talents is our gift to God” 

 
Welcome back to Term 3. I hope you are all rested and ready for an 
exciting term ahead. Children have started straight into the term and are 

looking forward to the many exciting and inspiring learning challenges that are ahead of them. 
We are very fortunate to have a balanced curriculum that allows students to discover their 
strengths and develop them.  
 

In a competitive climate that is driven by results in Numeracy and Literacy it is good to reflect 
on the importance Creative Arts and Sport plays on developing the whole child. We are very 
fortunate to have many opportunities for students to shine in this area from dynamic music and 
drama lessons from our specialist teacher Mrs Nash, individual or group instrumental tuition 
from the outstanding Rachel and Gavin Darby and their band of talented musicians from 
Bennelong Music and the specialist art lessons that are provided by Deanne Palmer during 
lunchtimes on Monday. Not to mention the engaging and creative activities the children are 
provided with in their classrooms. 
 

Last Wednesday, Years 5 and 6 attended the Marist Sisters Woolwich production of Legally 
Blonde Junior and Dance Fever began for all classes on Friday. It was great to see the 
excitement of the children as they experienced the dance lessons for the first time. Dance 
Fever is a structured dance program based on the Australian Curriculum 
which teaches the elements of dance and encourages children to interact 
together in a positive and engaging way. The children will have the opportunity 
to be involved in the interschools’ dance challenge on Friday 21st September 
at Homebush. We would also love you to join us at our Inaugural Performing 
Arts afternoon later in the term. More information to follow soon. 

 

We wish our school band the best of luck as they compete in the Ryde 
Eisteddfod this Thursday and look forward to hearing from Year 5 after 
their CASPA -LET’S SING workshop next Wednesday.   

 

 
This term all children K-6 will also be participating in the school’s Public 
Speaking Competition culminating in the Grand Final on TUESDAY 11TH 

SEPTEMBER at 11.30 am in the hall.  
 

Looking forward to a great term. 

 
 Maree Simpson - Assistant Principal 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bw0hEIncNQFMOE5uaXZ2bVpfWUE/view


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Welcome back for Term 3. I hope you all experienced a peaceful and restful 
time with your families. This term our Year 3 students will be making their 
Sacrament of Penance on Wednesday 22nd August at 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm in 
the OLQP Church.  OLQP will be hosting a light supper after the Sacrament 
on the school grounds.  Year 3 parents please make sure you check the 
Parish notices for further information and enrolment dates and add them to 
your diary. 
 

This term we will be celebrating several feast days with whole school Masses: 
Feast of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop – Wednesday 8th August 
Feast of the Assumption of Mary – Wednesday 15th August (Holy Day of Obligation) 
Mercy Mass with St Charles Ryde – Friday 28th September 
I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to come along and celebrate these feast day 
Masses with us. 
‘God asks us little and gives us a lot.  He asks us to open our hearts and to welcome Him 
and the most vulnerable of our brothers and sisters.’ Pope Francis 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
 
During the holidays ‘Ignite’ was held at Kingpin Bowling. It was so much fun trying to bowl over 
all the pins. All teams did a fabulous job in achieving high points including Father Alfredo’s 
team. After the 2 games we all sat and enjoyed lunch together.  

     
 
Next Ignite is on Friday 17th August, 6:00pm-8:00pm, please bring $5. Come along for a "feast" 
and a night of party games to celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of Mary. Wear something 
blue. 
 
Mary MacKillop day –  Wednesday 8th August 

If you are interested in participating, please confirm your spot to the 
school office, with payment no later than Monday, 6 August.  There are 
only a limited number of spots available to travel by bus, so please reply 
as soon as possible. 
 

Schedule for the day: 
Bus departs from Gladesville 8:30 am sharp 
Feast Day Mass 10:00am 
Cost: $15 per person 
 
Following Mass you will have free time to visit Mary’s tomb, the Museum, the gift store or 
spend time in the chapel. Lunch will follow (at own cost), short walk to Greenwood Plaza North 
Sydney then bus will pick us up at 2:30pm to return to Gladesville by 3:00pm. 
 
Dates for your diary this term:- 
Classroom SPaR dates- This will be held in your child’s classroom from 2:15pm, then you are 
invited to the library for a coffee or tea until bell time. 
Kinder -       Week 6   Wednesday 29th August 
Year 1 -       Week 7   Thursday 6th September 
Year 2 & 3 - Week 8   Thursday 13th September 
Year 4 -       Week 9   Thursday 20th September 
Year 5 -       Week 4   Thursday 16th August 
Year 6 -       Week 3   Thursday 9th August 
 
 
 



Family Mass Dates  
Sunday - 19th August led by Year 3, 
Sunday - 16th September led by Year 2. 
I will email all Class Parents before the date with extra information, list of duties etc… 
 

Children’s Liturgy - EVERY SUNDAY- Can you help? 
The Children’s Liturgy team would love your help. No 
experience is necessary. 

At the beginning of Mass the children are invited to go to the hall with the team for 20 minutes. 
During this special time, the children are led through prayers and readings. Each session an 
activity is completed which they take home to share with their family. If you are interested or 
require more information please email me at anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au. You are most 
welcome to come join us next Sunday and see how it works. 
 
OLQP Playgroup 
For all the families with babies and preschool children, you are all welcome to 
OLQP Playgroup. We enjoy many fun activities ranging from craft, stories, play 
and music.  Parents and grandparents are encouraged to come along and meet 
other young parents within the school community.  This is held every 
Wednesday, during the school term from 9:00am-10:30am in the Church Hall. 
Gold coin donation, please bring fruit for morning tea to share. 
 
3 Minute Retreat 
Below you will find a reflection on ‘Well Connected’. Sit back with a cup of tea and enjoy the 
gentle retreat. 
In a world of social media and hyper-connected smart phones, branching out and connecting 
can seem easy.  In John’s Gospel Jesus reminds us that though we branch out, we must never 
forget where we are rooted, the vine that supports the branches.  
As is often the case, the great benefits of technology and digital interconnection come with a 
serious temptation.  If we forget our roots, if we focus only on the branches and the 
connections, we can cut ourselves off from the source of our life.  If our connections, our 
branches, are to bear fruit, we must remain rooted, connected to the vine, connected to the 
source of life and growth. 
(adapted SJ shares his reflection on today’s retreat) 
https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-prayer 
 
Anna Alessi - Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
MUSIC NEWS 
    
Welcome to Term 3 Music. Children will be studying the following topics: 
ES1- Tone Colour (different sounds and instruments) 
S1- Dynamics ( loud/soft) music 
S2- Music of Different Countries 
S3- Concepts in media and Rock Music 
Year 5 and Year 6 Choir students will be representing our school at Sydney Catholic Schools’ 
Performing Arts Festival (CaSPA) on Tuesday 7 August, 2018 at Southern Cross Catholic 
Vocational College, Burwood. Students will be participating in Masterclass Sessions along with 
300 students from other Sydney Catholic Schools. 
 
Leona Nash – Music Teacher 

 
 
LIBRARY NEWS  
 
BOOK WEEK – What’s It All About? 
At OLQP each year we celebrate the “OLQP Book Awards”. We choose books that came to 
our library in the previous year, read them in class and then judge them.  The winning authors 
and illustrators then receive a certificate. 
 
During the week we have a guest author or illustrator visit and speak to the children.  This year 
we will meet Libby Hathorn. 

mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au
mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au


 
The BIG EVENT is the book character parade.  All the children dress up as a character from a 
book of their choice and bring either the book or a copy of the book’s cover to show the 
connection with wo they are. Superheroes are not considered to be a character for the purpose 
of our book parade. The costumes are all sourced from home, with no more than about $10 
spent on accessories if necessary. (There are no prizes). The costumes are then paraded at 
our special Book Week assembly.  This will be in Week 5. Stay tuned for more Book Week 
information over the next couple of weeks. 
 
Miss Bini            Teacher-Librarian 
 
 

SPORT NEWS 
 

A very warm welcome back to you all. As you are aware we had a very busy end to last term 
with our Athletics Carnival and a busy start to Term 3 with the Soccer Gala Day this week and 
the Inner West Athletics carnival next Tuesday.  
 
I am always so incredibly proud of our talented students but so much so when they show great 
sportsmanship and enthusiasm in all sporting events. 
 
A BIG congratulations must go to Louis who were the winners of our 2018 Athletics carnival. A 
special mention to Maddison Sherry for her great leadership and her positive enthusiasm to her 
fellow team mates.  
 
Congratulations to our Athletics Age Champions for 2018 
 
8 Years  - Charlotte Bortolussi and Noah Holst 
9 Years -  Helena Allshorn and Oliver Naughton 
10 Years - Holly Mizens and Samuel Achie 
11 Years - Joel Stepcich and Tina Zhande 
12 Years - Georgia Andrianakos and Luke Walch 
 
Special sports awards also go to Hannah Kucic and Conor Dehlsen from Year 2 for their 
outstanding achievements at the Athletics Carnival.  
 
A great day was had yesterday at our Soccer Gala Day. Thank you to the Parent Team 
Managers who each took a team, without your help we could not have had such a successful 
day. 
 
 

 
 
 
Looking forward to another fantastic term ahead with your beautiful children. 
 

Mel Cooper – Sports Teacher 
 
BENNELONG MUSIC 
 
During the school holidays 60 students attended our Annual Band Camp from various schools 
around the area. The camp was a huge success.  The students were kept very busy with the  
 



following activities. 
 
Band sectionals (learning music from James Bond, Abba, Simpsons, The Incredibles), Karate 
by Mr. Dylan Mackey, visiting conductor workshop by the amazing maestro Mr Gavin Staines, 
visiting performance workshop by some of Australia’s finest musicians (students were involved 
in a question and answer session and were amazed by the quality of the players), trivia 
evening, basketball, movie, concert for parents and lots of lovely food! 
 
OLQP had attendance from Zac Burn, Joel Stepcich (& his older brother Lucas Stepcich).  

 
 

   
 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS NEWS  

A reminder that the Term 3 P&F meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th August in the library 

starting at 7:30pm, you are welcome to arrive at 7:00pm to join us for refreshments prior to the 

meeting.  Anyone is welcome to attend and we strongly encourage those of you who have not 

been to a P&F meeting previously to come along.  If you have any items you would like added 

to the agenda for the meeting, please email Susannah Hartigan at 

susannahhartigan72@gmail.com or complete the form that was sent out with the Term 2 P&F 

minutes on Compass and return to the office. 

 
Also, please put Friday 31st August in your diaries. We will be hosting our annual Father’s Day 
Breakfast and also the Father’s Day stall. Notes with full details will be coming home shortly. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel – P & F President   jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 

KIDSMATTER 

Parent resources for Kidsmatter will be on display in the library this Thursday afternoon from 

2:30pm.  These resources are also available for borrowing.  I will be there to answer any 

questions about Kidsmatter, especially for new parents. 
 

 Mrs Simon    Wellbeing Co-ordinator 
 
 

 
 
 

Book Week: Monday August 20 – Friday August 24 
Dates for Your Attention: August 

Term 3 Week 2 Term 3 Week 3 Term 3 Week 4 
Monday 30 
Tuesday 31 Soccer Gala Day 
Wednesday 1 Playgroup 9:00am – 10:30 

am in the Church Hall.  
CaCH 2;30 pm Library. 
Thursday  
Friday 3 Census Day 
Saturday 4 
Sunday 5 Children’s Liturgy - 9am-10:00am 

Monday 6 
Tuesday 7 CaSPA & Zone Athletics Carnival 

Wednesday 8 Playgroup 9:00 am – 10:30 am 
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop Mass &  
Mary MacKillop Pilgrimage. 
P & F meeting 7pm refreshments - 7.30 pm start, 
includes G&T speaker 

Thursday 9 Year 6 Classroom SPaR 

Friday 10 – NED assembly for parents and students 

@ 2:15pm 
Saturday 11 

Sunday 12 Children’s Liturgy – 9:00am-10:00am  

Monday 13 
Tuesday 14 School Photos 

Wednesday 15 Playgroup 9:00 am- 

10:30am in the Church Hall. 
CaCH 2:30 pm Library. 
Mass for Feast of the Assumption of Mary   
Thursday 16 Year 5 Classroom SpaR 
Friday 17 Ignite – 6pm to 8pm Parish Hall 
Saturday 18 
Sunday 19 Children’s Liturgy - 9:00am-10:00am 

mailto:susannahhartigan72@gmail.com
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