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Dear Parents, 
 
If you were to personalise the Sound of Music song, "My Favourite Things" 
perhaps, like me, along with 'raindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens', you 
would add 'Grandparents' hearts and Grandparents' treats'. There is 
something very unique about the relationship between a grandparent and 
grandchild. We wish to acknowledge and to honour the contribution 
grandparents make to our lives as we celebrate the Feast Day of St Joachim 
and St Anne, the grandparents of Jesus. We thank God for the special role 
grandparents play in our lives and we ask God to take care of all our grandparents, wherever 
they may be. Thank you to the grandparents who were able to join us on Wednesday. We 
hope you enjoyed your time with your grandchildren and their friends in their 21st Century 
classrooms and we hope morning tea tasted as good as the scones used to be when you 
were growing up.  I know the children really appreciated your presence with us. Kinder will 
continue to celebrate grandparents this Friday afternoon at Prayer Assembly. If you are able 
to join us this would be wonderful.  

A Prayer for Grandparents 
Dear God, 

Please bless our grandparents. 
Thank you for the life they gave my parents and for the life they give to me. 

For the ways they helped me and made me strong, I give thanks. 
For the ways they love me no matter what, I rejoice. 

For the ways they have paved the road that leads me here, I am grateful. 
Let them grow in wisdom and joy in life. Let them find peace and rest from their work. 

Let them be healed of every sickness and pain. 
And let them see with their own eyes the glory of your Son, Jesus, 

in the love of their children and grandchildren. 
Bless them always until they come to rest in you. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 
Kinder 2018  
We have sent out our offers of placement for Kindergarten next year. If 
you have not yet sent back your reply, please do so this week. Dates 
for the Kinder Screeners that we spoke about in the interviews, will be 
shared with you shortly. 
 
Gala Day 
Once again it's Gala Day season. On Tuesday the students from Stages 2 and 3 enjoyed a 
day at the Inner West Soccer Gala Day playing soccer with many of our nearby Catholic 
Schools. Soccer is highly popular here and so it goes without saying that most children were 
in their element on the day. Thanks go to Mrs Cooper for the organising of this event and an 
especially big thanks to all those parents who volunteered to manage a team for the day. 
Without your help we would not be able to send so many teams to these days. 
 
Our Newest Australian 

Last week Ethan, in Kindergarten, and his family became Australian citizens. 
Ethan is very proud and excited about this. He shared his news with us at 
last Friday's assembly and melted people's hearts with his excitement and 
pride. The highlight of the Citizenship evening for Ethan was singing the 
National Anthem and receiving a badge with the Australian flag. 
Congratulations Ethan to you and your family. 

 
 
 



 

Kiss and Ride (KAR)  
Just before the holidays the council extended the length of our Kiss and Ride 
zone. This zone now includes the space in front of the house next to our school 
on Oxford Street to allow approximately an extra 3 or 4 cars in the KAR Gate 
queue. We hope this will reduce double parking between 3.10pm to 3.20pm 
when KAR Gate is at its busiest. Please be aware of this change and do not 
park out the front of this house in the KAR times, or you will find that you have 
earned yourself a parking ticket. Thank you to the parents who have been using 
Kiss and Ride (KAR) safely and sensibly. It has been noticed that there has been an 
improvement in the use of the system, which is fantastic, as it means that the children's 
safety needs are being prioritised by our community. Well done and keep it up!! 
 
OLQP Feast Day 

On the last day of Term 2 we held our inaugural Our Lady 
Queen of Peace Feast Day. Prior to our Feast day mass, all 
the children were in mixed groups from Kinder to Year 6 with 
the Year 6 children leading the groups in various activities 
including making an OLQP mobile. I'm sure it's hanging in a 
prominent place in your home. The Year 6 children also led 
their groups in praying to Our Lady Queen of Peace and 
distributing holy cards to each child. Perhaps, as a family, you 

might like to use this holy picture card to join in praying Our Lady's prayer on a regular basis 
asking her to intercede for you and your family. Following the activities, the children 
celebrated a very special mass in Our Lady's honour. Our SRC students then very capably 
hosted afternoon tea for the parents who joined us for this special occasion. An amazing 
sight on the day was the incredible artworks that were on display in the COLA. Every child 
had represented Our Lady Queen of Peace in their own way which was beautiful to see. We 
all look forward to now celebrating Our Lady Queen of Peace's Feast Day on an annual 
basis.  
 

Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
REC NEWS 

Welcome back to Term 3. I hope you all experienced a 
peaceful and restful time with your families. 
 
This term our Year 3 students will be making their 
Sacrament of Penance on Wednesday 23rd August at 
the OLQP Church. Year 3 parents, please make sure 
you check the Parish notices for further information and 
enrolment dates. 

 
This week we are celebrating Grandparents Week in conjunction with the Feast 
of St Joachim and St Anne on Wednesday 26th July. Saints Joachim and Anne 
were greatly honoured by God who gave them a daughter conceived without sin, 
who was to become known as the Mother of God. The 26th July is a day to 
honour them and all grandparents for their contribution to our lives.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis “God looks with love upon every 
one of us.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
ICAS 2017 

 

 

Herodotus Challenge and Hypatia Challenge.  
On the 18th August, OLQP will be sending two 
teams of students from Years 4 and Year 5 to compete in the annual Academic Team 
Challenges at Holy Cross College, Ryde (Herodotus) and Marist Sisters College, Woolwich 
(Hypatia). Stay tuned for feedback from our students in the coming newsletters.  
 
Woolworths Earn and Learn (Wednesday 26 July to Tuesday 19 September) 
The Woolworths ‘Earn and Learn’ program is starting soon. For 
every $10 spent a sticker will be given. Sticker sheets were sent 
home at the start of Term 3. When the competition was last on, 
OLQP was able to purchase a wide variety of Science equipment 
which benefited students from Kindergarten to Year 6. We look 
forward to what we can achieve this year! A collection box for the 
stickers is located in our office foyer. 
 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Faith Formation: A Study of Matthew’s Gospel- “Jesus as Matthew Knew Him” 
Join us every Monday evening until 4th September in St Charles Primary School Hall (enter 
via 2A Charles St) at 7pm - 8.30pm as we immerse ourselves in Matthew’s world so as to 
better understand who Jesus is; and to bring this text into the present to us today. A 
donation is appreciated. RSVP to the Parish Office on admin@rgcp.org.au or 9807 2966. 
Bring along a Bible. 
 
Children’s Liturgy - 6 August at 9am Mass 
Family Mass led by Year 6 - 20 August at 9am Mass. 
 
Mary MacKillop Feast Day Parent Pilgrimage: Tuesday 8th August 2017 
Each year the group numbers have increased for this Pilgrimage. It is such a lovely day as 
the day begins with Mass celebrated in the grounds at Mary MacKillop Place. We then enjoy 
a stroll around the gardens, visit Mary’s tomb and much more with lunch at a local 
restaurant. 
 

Digital Technologies  

NAME Year  

Australian 

Percentile Award 

Caleb Leung 3 97 Distinction 

Noah Malouf 3 87 Credit 

Alexander Teoh 3 73 Credit 

Zachary Burn 4 93 Distinction 

Marcus Grasso 4 57 Merit 

Sophie Haddad 4 96 Merit 

Lucas Stepcich 6 89 Credit 

SCIENCE 

YEAR 2 Year  

Australian 

Percentile Award 

Oliver Naughton 2 87 Credit 

Elijah Porfirio 2 62 Merit 

Larry Lewin 3 97 Distinction 

Charlotte Salameh 3 60 Merit 

Zachary Burn 4 95 Distinction 

Sophie Haddad 4 82 Credit 

Joel Stepcich 5 57 Merit 

Mahesh Manian 6 93 Distinction 

Lucas Stepcich 6 81 Credit 

mailto:admin@rgcp.org.au


 

If you are interested in joining us for the day please fill out the form your child received 
yesterday and return it to school as soon as possible to book a seat on the bus. For further 
information do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
OLQP Playgroup 
Every Wednesday morning, 9am – 10.30am in OLQP Church Hall (during 
school term), you are welcome to come and bring your babies and children up 
to 5 years old to the OLQP Playgroup. We enjoy many fun activities ranging 
from craft, stories, play and music. It is a lovely way to meet other young 
families in the school community or in the Parish. Entry donation is $2 and 
bring along fruit/morning tea to share. Faith Formation: A Study of 
Matthew’s Gospel- “Jesus as Matthew Knew Him” 
 
3 minute reflection 
http://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/a-faith-that-saves-start-retreat 
 
Blessings 
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator   anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
PARISH NEWS 
First Penance Program 

The small groups for the sacrament of First Penance will start the week beginning Sunday 
30th July. You will receive an email from Judith, the sacramental co-ordinator indicating the 
location of your small groups. Finally, the sacrament of First Penance will be celebrated on 
Wednesday 23rd August at 6.30pm followed by supper in the OLQP school grounds. If you 
have any queries, please contact Judith 9807 2966 (Wednesday and Friday) or 
sacraments@rgcp.org.au. 
 
Judith Morrissey   Sacramental Co-ordinator   sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
 
CENSUS 
The Australian government and the NSW State government provide significant financial 
support for the education of students in our school system. This financial support is based on 
data we provide to the government through a Census of our schools. There are two Census 
collection dates each year: 
 
1. The February Census: provides statistical information on student enrolments to the NSW 

State government. 
2. The August Census: provides detailed statistical and demographic information on 

enrolments and staffing to the Australian government through the Department of 
Education and Training (AGDET). 

 
In addition, these two Census collections provide both the Catholic Education Commission 
(CEC) and Sydney Catholic Schools (SCS) with valuable information to plan and administer 
educational programs, the provision of resources and the planning for future educational 
needs for schools. To fulfil census requirements, we are required to provide student details 
and background data, provided through the school Enrolment form, to government agencies. 
This is in line with the SCS Privacy Policy - Standard Collection Notice that can be accessed 
from the SCS public website. 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bw0hEIncNQFMOEUxVEJPYzl3bjQ/view 
 
SPORT NEWS 
Welcome back to Term 3, we have many exciting things happening this term. Tuesday sees 
our Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 students participating in the annual Inner West Soccer Gala Day. With 
a non-competitive day, all students are welcomed to participate in what promises to be a fun 
and all-inclusive day with their classmates. Also later this term, the same children will have 
the opportunity to participate in the Inner West Netball gala day. 
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In Week 3, some talented athletes will represent our school in the Inner West Athletics 
carnival. Oliver Naughton, Kobe Chand, Finn Leary, Samuel Achie, Joel Stepcich, Hamish 
Moulang, Marin Matek, Mahesh Maniam, Patrick Baker, James Russo, Alexander Teoh, 
Harrison Dallas, Luke Walch, Michael Achie, Roberto Riccardi, Liam Byers, Helena Allshorn, 
Chelsea Wisemantel, Lyla Moore, Lucy Mutimer, Natalie Russo, Madeleine Bortolussi, 
Georgia Andrianakos, Rachel Eagleton, Zara Chand, Victoria Moulang, Maddison Sherry, 
Tina Zhande, Sofia Mancini, Hillary Shayishayi, Anais Driessen, Lara Wisemantel, Madalena 
Trunzo, Trista Nyul. Good luck to all children participating. 
  
MUSIC NEWS  

         

On Thursday 29th June, 2017, Year 5 represented OLQP at a regional CaSPA (Sydney 
Catholic Schools’ Performing Arts Program at Southern cross College, Burwood. The 
children were part of a two day Masterclass Workshop with over 300 students from other 
Catholic schools. Year 5 performed a solo item titled ‘Friends Are All You Need’.  
 
Thank you to Ms Dzambo who also attended the workshop. 
 
Leona Nash   Music Teacher 
 
DOGS ON SCHOOL PROPERTY 
1.  Dogs are prohibited in the following places (whether or not they are leashed or otherwise 
 controlled. 
(a) School grounds (meaning any property occupied or used for a purpose connected with 

the conduct of a government school or non- government school under the Education Act 
1990, other than any property used for a residence. 

 
2. If a dog is in a place in which dogs are prohibited under this section: 
(a) the owner of the dog, or 
(b) if the owner is not present at the time of the offence and another person who is of or 

 above the age of 16 years is in charge of the dog at that time - that other person, is 
 guilty of an offence. 

 
3. A dog is not prohibited under this section in a school ground or child care centre if it is 
 there with the permission of the person controlling the school ground or child care centre. 
 
4. This section does not apply to the following dogs: 
 (a) a police dog 
 (b) a dog that is an assistance animal being used bona fide by a person with a 
 disability to assist the person. 
 
P & F NEWS 
Thank you to everyone who has purchased tickets and shown great support for our Major 
Fundraiser. Tickets are still available to purchase online at www.trybooking.com/QCZS. The 
committee is busy sourcing prize donations for the night, if you have any items/services that 
you are able to donate or have contacts within the local community please let us know 
ASAP. We are also looking for a major sponsor of the event. If you have a business and 
would be interested in talking to us about opportunities to be involved with the fundraiser, 
please get in contact with me, as we would love to have a business from our school 
community as our major sponsor. 

http://www.trybooking.com/QCZS


 

Our next P&F meeting next Wednesday 2nd August in the library starting promptly at 
7.30pm. If you have any items you wish to put on the agenda, please email Susannah 
Hartigan - susannahhartigan72@gmail.com or complete a form from the office. All agenda 
items need to be received by Monday 31st July. It would be great to have a good turnout of 
parents at this meeting as it is a great way to find out what is happening around the school 
and plans moving forward. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel – P&F President   jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

Kids Art Club (Year 2-6) and Infants Art Club (K-1) will be 
starting up again Week 2. Young artists will be taking a real 
hands on approach and will be focusing on clay this term. 
Enrolment forms are available on the school website, Skoolbag 
App or from the school office. 
 
Or for more information contact Deanne Palmer limelight.studios@bigpond.com 
 
CITY OF RYDE PRAYER BREAKFAST                        G04FUN Program 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calendar 

Dates for Your Attention: July/August 
Term 3 Week 2 Term 3 Week 3 Term 3 Week 4 

Monday 24 
Tuesday 25 Soccer Gala Day 

Meadowbank 
Wednesday 26 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall, Grandparents Day Mass 9am, 
Woolworths Earn and Learn starts today 
Thursday 27 
Friday 28 
Saturday 29 
Sunday 30 First Penance Program begins 

Monday 31  
Tuesday 1 Family Educator Conference 
Wednesday  2 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall, P&F Meeting 7pm  
Thursday 3 
Friday 4 Census Day 
Saturday 5 First Penance Enrolment 

Mass 5pm OLQP Church 
Sunday 6  

Monday 7 
Tuesday 8 St Mary MacKillop Feast Day 

Mass, Mary MacKillop Feast Day Parent 
Pilgrimage, Kindergarten Excursion to 
Wannabees 
Wednesday  9 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 10 
Friday 11 

mailto:susannahhartigan72@gmail.com
mailto:jac.clark@bigpond.com
mailto:limelight.studios@bigpond.com
https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calendar

