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Dear Parents, 
 
OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE FEAST DAY 
This Friday we celebrate the feast day of our Lady Queen of Peace. In our celebrations we will 
also be launching our new Vision and Mission statements. We would love it if you could be part 
of this day with us. We will start the day at 9am with Acknowledgment to Country and an 
Aboriginal Smoking Ceremony in the church car park. From there we will move into the church 
for our Feast Day Mass. Following this you are invited to share in our specially baked feast day 
cake and a ‘cuppa’. You are also more than welcome to add your mark to our Aboriginal art 
work depicting the school and its mission and vision. If you are unable to make it for any of 
these events throughout the day you might like to join us at 3 o’clock for an unveiling of the 
artwork.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORTS 
I hope that you have found your children’s reports to be both informative and affirmative. The 
teachers very much value the conversations they have with you at the parent teacher 
interviews and it has been very rewarding for both teachers and myself to receive the many 
favourable comments you have made in regards to your children’s learning at OLQP. As a 
team, working together between home and school, your children will truly shine.  
 
Please make time, if you haven’t already, to sit with your children and read their reports 
together. Discuss their results, highlighting their areas of strength and ask them to talk about 
these areas with you. Then identify together areas that can be worked on next term and help 
them to set some goals before coming back to Term 3. These goals may be around things 
such as group work skills or perhaps listening and following instructions or may be related to a 
particular key learning area. Don’t forget to regularly touch base with them throughout next 
term to see how they are going with the goals they have set for themselves. 



Such a great pleasure to work 

with you all! I honestly had a 

great day at your beautiful 

school. It is rare for a school to 

have such a great relationship 

with the parents.  - External 

consultant 

Thank you so much. It 

must have taken you 

such a long time to 

write such detailed 

reports. It’s obvious that 

you know our children 

well. - Parent 

 

 
GOOD NEWS ABOUT - SHOUT IT OUT 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
REVITALISATION  
Over the holidays we will continue to have some revitalisation work done. The back playground 
will have some repairs made to the artificial turf and some soft fall surfacing laid near the play 
equipment. There will also be some exterior painting done on the top playground. 
 

YEAR 6 SIGN  
Several weeks ago we had installed the gift that last year’s Year 6 
gave to the school. As you walk in the main entrance you can now 
see that the three words: ENGAGE, EMPOWER, EVOLVE make a 
positive statement to all who enter our school. We are very grateful 
to the Year 6 students of 2017. If you are in contact with any of them 
please encourage them to come by and take a look at the signs. 
Remember that at OLQP we aim to engage everyone in their 
learning which will empower them to have the skills and knowledge 
to act and go out to make a difference and this in turns help them to 
evolve as admirable citizens. 
 

CANTEEN  
We have recently had a change in our canteen manager. Donna was required to go to a larger 
school and taking her place is Jennifer. Jennifer has already introduced fresh air popped 
popcorn to the menu and is very keen to continue to provide healthy and nourishing lunches for 
our children.  
 
WALKATHON 
Congratulations go to all the children and families for the enthusiasm and support 
you showed for our recent walkathon fundraiser. The majority of the sponsorship 
money has been returned and we are very pleased to announce that $7000 has 
been raised. We ask that anyone with any outstanding money sends it in to the 
office before we break up for school holidays this Friday 6th July. 
 
Have a happy and safe holiday break. We look forward to seeing you in Term 3.  
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Last Friday our staff were fortunate to be inserviced on a dynamic 
writing program known as “Seven Steps to Writing Success”. It 
was designed by Jen McVeity, a children’s author, and focuses 
on teaching writing in seven small chunks. This structure works 
particularly well for narrative and persuasive text types. It assists 
children to learn a successful, exciting, planned way to write with a 
focus on brainstorming and discussing with peers.  
 

This school keeps on 

getting better and 

better and better. – 

Yr 2 student 



Next term we will commence using it in the classroom to reignite a love of writing so that we 
can all be authors.  
 
Good stories (like movies, books, poems and even jokes) are all planned – and they all have a 
similar structure.  
This is what it looks like:  
1. Start with a bang - this usually has the main character in an action scene. (Sizzling Starts)  
2. Back fill - the Who, What, Why is filled in while the action unfolds  
3. The main problem is introduced  
4. Complications and more problems. Things get very bad indeed  
5. Tension scene where hero/heroine fights against incredible odds  
6. Climax – incredibly, wonderfully they win!  
 
Once writers know these basics, they have a SYSTEM to their planning - and this really 
improves their writing. Next term, I look forward to sharing many exciting pieces of writing from 
the children with you and some easy tips that you can adopt at home to make writing fun. 
 
Have a terrific holiday. 
 
Maree Simpson   Assistant Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
The last few weeks have been a wonderful experience for our Year 6 students at 
OLQP. Last weekend many of our Year 6 students as well as other young people 
from the OLQP Parish celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation. The Sacrament of 
Confirmation seals the covenant created at Baptism. 
 
All the Confirmation candidates were a credit to their group leaders and parents. On behalf of 
OLQP, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who worked so hard behind the 
scenes to make this a very memorable day for the candidates and their families and all those 
who attended the Mass to support the candidates.  

 
On Friday 6th July we will celebrate the Feast of Our Lady 
Queen of Peace. We have planned an exciting day for all 
members of the OLQP community. Australia’s leading 
Aboriginal education group, Wandana, will begin our Feast 
Day with a traditional Aboriginal Acknowledgement to Country 
followed by a Reconciliation prayer. At the indigenous smoking 
ceremony we will be invited to place a gum leaf into a smoking 
Coolamon in the OLQP Church car park as we enter the 
church together to celebrate our Feast Day Mass. 
 

After Mass, we are having a whole school morning tea where we will be cutting the OLQP 
Feast Day cake. I would like to take this opportunity to invite all parents and caregivers to join 
us in our Feast Day celebrations. 
 
I would like to wish you all a peaceful and revitalising term break for you and your families and 
to leave you with the inspirational words of Pope Francis. “When we are firmly united to the 
God who loves and sustains us, we are able to withstand all life’s difficulties and 
challenges.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 

FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
OLQP Playgroup …………..all about fun! 
We have had so much fun this term making wonderful craft, singing with loud 
voices and creating beautiful friendships. 
These photos speak a thousand words……. 
 



Playgroup returns on 25th July. For all the families with 
babies and preschool children, you are all welcome to 
OLQP Playgroup. We enjoy many fun activities 
ranging from craft, stories, play and music. Parents 
and grandparents are encouraged to come along and 
meet other young families within the school 
community to enjoy the program. This is held every Wednesday, during school term from 
9:00am-10:30am in the Church Hall. Gold coin donation, please bring fruit for morning tea to 
share. 
 
Ignite Years 4-6 Holiday Fun 
We are going bowling. Kingpin at Strathfield is the place to be on Friday 20th  
July from 10:15am. The cost is $20 for 2 games plus lunch. Please fill out flyer 
and RSVP as soon as possible to confirm your spot. If you require more 
information send me an email at anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au. See you 
there. 

 
CaCh Area is back (previously known as CaCh Room). 
The CaCh Area is now in the library. Next term come and visit every Wednesday 
afternoon from 2:30pm for a coffee and a chat before the school bell rings. It is a 
perfect place to come and make new friends within our school community. 

 
3 Minute Retreat- 
Below you will find a reflection on ‘Learning to Listen’. Sit back with a cup of tea and enjoy the 
gentle retreat. https://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/learning-to-listen-start-retreat. Life makes 
constant demands on us. Other people make demands, calling us first one way then another. 
We often live in reactive mode, simply trying to juggle these demands and respond to what 
others are asking of us. Perhaps Samuel felt like this. Once again Eli seemed to have called 
him from his rest. But Eli knew better. Long years of listening to God had trained his inner ears 
to distinguish between what comes from human sources and what comes from God. The 
secret is in the listening. Our hearts can listen continually, even in our sleep. 
(adapted from Loyola press) 
 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
Year 2 Science 

Last week Year 2 did some amazing experiments. We used balloons, food colouring, water and 
dry ice. When dry ice goes into water it bubbles because the gas is escaping. They look really 
white, like eyeballs. 
 
We learned that dry ice doesn't turn into liquid. It turns into a gas called carbon dioxide. This is 
called sublimation. 
 
We filled one balloon with air and one with carbon dioxide. We discovered that the carbon 
dioxide one was heavier. We could see this because the CO2 balloon dropped faster. 
 
Thank you to Hannah's dad, Mr Kucic for giving us the dry ice! 
 
Year 2 
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MUSIC NEWS 
Last Thursday was a whole school concert by Musica Viva - ‘B’tutta’. All students participated 
in an engaging performance as can be seen from the evidence below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 
Present 

Two Performances 
of 

‘Four Fairy Tales’ 
Scripts and Choreography 

by 
Isabella, Elyse, Holly and Sophie 

Solo and DJ 
by 

Marcus 
Thursday 5 July, 2018 

12.20pm-1.20pm 
and 

2.10pm-3.10pm 
Parish Hall 

 
 
 
 

 
Leona Nash-Music Teacher  
 
MINI VINNIES GATHERING 2018.  

On Friday, 22nd of June, seven Year 5 Mini 
Vinnies went to the Strathfield University 
for the 2018 Mini Vinnies Gathering day. 
The overall theme was ‘How we can be a 
good Samaritan in our everyday lives?’  
We learnt that being a leader is crucial, but 
being the first follower is just as important. 
As part of the day, we listened to Josie, a 

worker at the St Vincent De Paul. She talked about the different initiatives and programs that 
they run. Some of these programs include Buddy’s Day, Night Patrol and the Migrant and 
Refugees Services. We then participated in three workshops covering the process of sorting 
out the clothes that have been donated to Vinnies, learning about disabilities and what it’s like 
to experience autism, and learning about the difficulties the homeless people face in our 
society. The day was very inspirational and it was amazing to see and experience the work that 
Vinnies do. We would like to thanks Mrs Aloisio and Mr Seeto for accompanying us on the day. 
 
Elyse, Angela, Holly, Chantelle, Maddy, Olivia A and Alistair 
 
SPORT NEWS 
As the term comes to an end, I am incredibly proud of our children here at OLQP. Their skills 
and abilities have improved week by week along with their athletic development. 
 



Our Walkathon was a huge hit with all of the children participating with fun and great 
enthusiasm. I am incredibly humbled by the generosity of the families who have brought in their 
promised sponsorship money so far, it will be a huge bonus for resources for your children. If 
you have not brought your money in, you still have time to do so just place your money in an 
envelope and send to the office. 
 
Congratulations to Louis, who won the raffle ticket reward and will have mufti day on Thursday 
5th July. 
 
Our Athletics carnival is also taking place this week. Thank you to the parents who have 
volunteered so far It would not be possible to run such an event without your continued 
support. 
 
Please enjoy your break and look forward to another sport filled Term 3. 
 
Mel Cooper   Sports Teacher 
 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS NEWS 
The OLQP Walk-a-thon was a huge success. Thank you to all the parents who were able to 
volunteer on the day to ensure the kids had the best time possible! Special thanks to Grace 
Brutto who brought the idea to the P&F and Susannah Hartigan, both of whom worked behind 
the scenes to get everything in place. A big thanks also to Mrs Cooper who worked with the 
P&F and did the behind the scenes work to set up the walk-a-thon, along with all the staff at 
OLQP who participated with the kids – it was a great day! 
 
The next P&F meeting in Term 3 will be held on Wednesday 8th August in the library starting at 
7:30pm. If you have any items you would like added to the agenda to be discussed on the 
night, please email Susannah Hartigan at susannahhartigan72@gmail.com or you can 
complete a form in the school office. Please ensure all items are in no later than Friday 3rd 
August. I would encourage any parents interested in becoming involved in the P&F activities or 
who would like to find out more about future plans and events to come along to the P&F 
meeting. It really is a great way to become involved in the school community and to find out 
what is happening around the school. 
 
Thanks again to all of the amazing parents who have volunteered and helped out at the various 
P&F events in Term 2. You really do make a huge contribution to your children’s experiences 
at OLQP. Enjoy the school holidays! 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel   P&F President   Jac.clark@bigpond.com 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: July/August 

Term 2 Week 10 Term 3 Week 1 Term 3 Week 2 

Monday 2 
Tuesday 3 
Wednesday 4 Athletics Carnival 
9:30am HCC, Playgroup 9:00am-
10:30am in the Church Hall 
Thursday 5 Night Patrol Training 
7:00-8:00pm Byron Library 
Friday 6 OLQP Feast Day Mass 
9:20am, Last day of Term  
Saturday 7 
Sunday 8 Children’s Liturgy 9am-
10:00am 

Sunday 22 Children’s Liturgy 9am-
10:00am 
 
Monday 23 First Day Of Term 3 
Tuesday 24  
Wednesday 25 Playgroup 9:00am-
10:30am in the Church Hall 
Thursday 26  
Friday 27  
Saturday 28 
Sunday 29 Children’s Liturgy 9am-
10:00am  

Monday 30 
Tuesday 31 Soccer Gala Day – 
Meadowbank Park  
Wednesday 1 Playgroup 9:00am-
10:30am in the Church Hall 
Thursday 2 
Friday 3 
Saturday 4 
Sunday 5 Children’s Liturgy 
9:00am-10:00am 
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