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Dear Parents, 
 
FEAST DAY 
We are really looking forward to our inaugural feast day celebrations 
for Our Lady Queen of Peace. Hopefully the children have been 
sharing with you their increasing knowledge of the history behind Our 
Lady Queen of Peace. They have all done a piece of art work 
representing her and they are magnificent to see. We hope that you 
can join us for our Feast Day Mass this Friday 30 June at 12:00 
noon, where you will also have the opportunity to view the children’s 
art work which will be displayed all around the church. Following this 
very special Mass, we hope that you can then join with the student 
leaders in the Byron Library for some afternoon tea. Parish 
Celebration Mass will be Sunday 9 July 9am. Everyone Welcome. 
 
SPORTS CARNIVAL 
The sports carnival was yet again another great success this year. Though the day was a 
little chilly, the weather stayed good for us and all events were able to be completed. The 
children enjoyed both the running races and tabloid events, however, I feel the most popular 
moments for most of them were the house colour chants and the camaraderie that they 
experience within their colour house. The day was such a success thanks to the great 
organisation of Melissa Cooper and the running of the day by Rachel Quinn. We are also 
very grateful for the assistance from our practicum teaching students and all the parents who 
gave of their time to assist with the various activities. 
 
REPORTS 

By now most of you will have participated in this semester’s 
parent – teacher interviews. We hope you have found them 
to be both affirming of your children and useful in assisting 
you to help them set some goals for next term. Don’t forget 
to regularly come back to checking in with them throughout 
next term to see how they are going with these goals. 
Knowing that you will be taking this active interest sends 
your children the message that you are really engaged in 
their learning and that you value it. This, in turn, helps them 

to value learning and assists them to succeed, as we have said before, the more engaged 
parents are with their children’s schooling, the greater their school achievements. If you have 
not managed to meet with the teachers, please ensure that you do so early next term. 
 
MUSICAL PERFORMANCE 
Last Thursday all our Stage 2 students and choir members performed the World Premier of 
“It Happened When?” for a huge audience. All our other students were lucky to witness this 
performance and it also looked like all our Stage 2 parents were in the audience. Leona 
Nash not only prepared the children in music classes for this drama filled musical but she 
also wrote the entire script on her own. The play was a summary of the key events and 
people in Australia’s early history and our children told the story exceptionally well through 
words, dance and music. Not only were we entertained but we were also educated at the 
same time. 
 
ENROLMENT OFFERS 
We have now sent out our letters offering Kindergarten places for next year. We still have 
some availability for Kinder in 2018 so if you know of any families that are looking for a 
school please promote OLQP to them and let them know that it’s not too late to pick up an 
enrolment pack. Our enrolment form is also on the school website. 
 



 
 
UNIFORM 
We have recently noticed that there are a number of children who are 
wearing sports shoes that are in various states of disrepair. Besides 
their poor appearance they appear to be quite uncomfortable and 
unsupportive of your children’s feet. If this is the case for your 
children please use the holiday period to shop for some new shoes, 
remembering that they are to be predominantly white with white 
laces. 
 
HOLIDAYS 

Have a terrific holiday spending time with your children, 
perhaps trying out some new experiences together. While 
you’re at it, why not see if you can all set yourselves a 
challenge to increase your vocabulary by at least one new 
word a day or perhaps you have a family competition to see 
who can learn and use the most new words over the holidays.  
By increasing their vocabulary the children will be helping to 

develop their comprehension skills, their writing skills and their oral language skills.  
Amazing impact for such a simple thing!  
 
Besides doing lots of talking and word spotting don’t forget to ensure your children 
ready daily throughout the holidays. This is not homework; this is a form of 
relaxation. Enjoyment and entertainment are what we hope the children feel for 
reading so we urge you to keep persisting with your child if they do not seem to 
display much love for reading. Help them to find the type of texts they like to read 
or the topics or themes they are interested in. 
 
 
 

Want to learn how to help children develop the skills required for effective 
decision making? Then take look at the KidsMatter resource sheet at the 
back of this newsletter. 
 
We will once again run the “1, 2, 3 Magic and Emotion Coaching” Course 
for parents next term. This will be one night a week for three weeks, in the 
middle of the term. If you want to learn more about your child’s behaviour, 
ways to manage behavioural concerns and ways to relate to your children 
and help them develop socially and emotionally why not consider coming 
along? More information will come home early next term.  

 
Enjoy the break. Stay safe and we will see you in Term 3. 
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
 
REC NEWS 
Last Friday we celebrated the Solemnity of the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart with a whole school Mass. It is on this feast 
that we focus on praying that our hearts may become like 
the Heart of Christ. It was wonderful to see parents, 
grandparents and caregivers of the OLQP children 
celebrate Mass with us.  
 
 
 



 

In the last few weeks the children have been learning about the history of the Our Lady of 
Peace statue, from its humble beginnings as a wedding gift from Jean de Joyeuse to his wife 
in the early 1500s to its enshrinement in a convent chapel in Paris on May 6, 1806 where it 
remains today. 
 
We invite all parents, grandparents and caregivers to join us in celebrating the inaugural Our 
Lady of Peace Feast day on Friday June 30 with our whole school Mass at 12.00 pm. 
 
In wishing you all a peaceful and relaxing holiday, I would like to leave you with words of 
Pope Francis, “Mercy warms the heart and makes it sensitive to the needs of brothers 
and sisters with sharing and participation.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Woolworths Earn and Learn (Wednesday 26 July to Tuesday 19 September) 
The Woolworth’s ‘Earn and Learn’ program is starting soon. For 
every $10 spent a sticker will be given. We will be sending home 
Sticker sheets at the start of Term 3. When the competition was 
last on, OLQP was able to purchase a wide variety of Science 
equipment which benefited students from Kindergarten to Year 6. 
We look forward to what we can achieve this year! A collection 
box for the stickers is located in our office foyer. 
 
Australian Catholic University Practicum Teachers 
This Friday will see the completion of our Prac Teachers’ teaching block at OLQP for this 
Semester. Our 4 student teachers have worked in Years 2, 4, 5 and 6 throughout this term. 
Thank you to Leah Camarsh, Dominica Boydell, Ivana Dzambo and Anne Flynn for guiding 
the next generation of teachers.  
 
Holiday Coding 

Perhaps you are looking for your children to try something different 
these holidays? Code Camp offer a variety of student workshops from 
‘drag and drop’ coding to Javascript. Further information can be found at 
www.codecamp.com.au. 
 

 
Sport News 

On Friday June 16, we held our annual OLQP School Athletics Carnival at Holy Cross 
College, Ryde. It was a wonderful day, where students participated in a variety of events 
such as 100 metre sprints, shot put, discuss and even some tug of war! Thank you to Mrs 
Cooper for organising everything behind the scenes and to Mrs Quinn for running the day. A 
special thanks to parent helpers and our Colour House Captains: Jake Jones, Zara Chand, 
Joey Obeid and Emily Bortolussi. The Colour House Winners for the day was: Louis. 
Followed by Walsh (2nd), Dawson (3rd) and Xavier (4th). 
 
On the same day as our Athletics Carnival, Finn Leary (Year 
3) and Zara Chand (Year 6) represented our school in the 
Cross Country Mackillop State Trials. It was a great effort for 
these two students to progress so far. On the day, Finn came 
18th and Zara came 19th. A fantastic effort! 
 
Jed Hayes   Assistant Principal 

http://www.codecamp.com.au/


 

FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Playgroup 

We have had lots of fun at Playgroup this term. Craft 
is a favourite time for both the children and 
parents/grandparents/carers creating wonderful 
masterpieces together. Storytime, ending with prayer, 
is a very special time for the children. We pray for the 
time we have spent together and take turns each 
week snuffing out the candle on the prayer space. We 
also have welcomed many new families and with our 
newest member baby Luke. 

 
Mini Vinnies Gathering 
I was fortunate to represent the school at the Mini Vinnies Gathering. I 
found it very interesting about how St Vincent de Paul Society packs 
boxes filled with clothes to give to the homeless. St Vincent de Paul 
also goes around every Sunday morning driving a truck called the 
Brekky van, they provide a hot breakfast for the homeless. 
John 

 
I learnt a lot about what Vinnies and Mini Vinnies do for the 
homeless and disadvantaged people. During one of the 
workshops, we got to sort out clothing for a family in need. 
This made me feel a sense of comfort knowing that the 
clothing is going to someone in need of it. I am really happy 
that something like this is available to anyone that is in 
need of help. 
Robbie 
 
On the Friday 23rd June I had a great day at a Mini Vinnies 
gathering. I learned lots of important information about what 
it's like to be homeless and how we can help the homeless 
people, how the Mini Vinnies charity started and a Mini 

Vinnies song. I had a great experience. 
Tina 
 
On Friday a small group of children represented OLQP. My experience was a workshop and 
that workshop was packing bags for families. Each school had a family bag and in it, we had 
to pack clothes for the family. 
Isabella 
 
It was a fun and entertaining day, I learned the Official Mini Vinnies Song along with all the 
actions. I met up with other schools and even an old friend, while also learning about all the 
homeless people living on our streets and how to sort clothes for them and their family. 
Monet 
 
I have learnt that Mini Vinnies help people all over the world. If you 
have spare clothes at home you can donate them to Vinnies and they 
sell them in their shops to make money to help homeless people. 
Lara 
 
On Friday we went to the Australian Catholic University and learnt all 
about what the St Vincent De Paul Society do to help the homeless 
people. There are more than 137,205 homeless people in Australia 
and I am happy that I can help as a Mini Vinnie. 
Madalena 
 
I learnt that our donations of food, blankets and clothes help hundreds of people. Over 100 
thousand people live on the streets and we help them. I have also learnt that many people 
volunteer to help people and give up their time.   
Ethan 
 



 

Night Patrol Donations - Thank you 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you on behalf of the St Vincent de Paul Society 
for your generous donations this term of food, snacks and toiletries. Your commitment to 
helping our clients on the street is sincerely appreciated. 
 
Ignite Years 4-6, 6-8pm in Church Hall 
SAVE THE DATES NEXT TERM: 21st July, 18th August and 15th September 2017. 
 
Connecting with your faith life………. With this 3 minute reflection. 
http://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/loving-service-start-retreat 
 
Safe holidays 
 
Anna Alessi   Family Educator   anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
MUSIC NEWS  
 

Congratulations OLQP Choir, Year 3 and Year 4 on an amazing performance of 
 ‘It Happened When?’ 

 

        

        

        

Leona Nash   Music Teacher 
 
TLC WRITING 
This term, teachers have cast a microscope on “Cohesion”. All teachers from K-6 have 
participated in professional development and are using the NAPLAN marking rubric to 
examine cohesion. Put simply, cohesion is the ability to make a sentence, paragraphs or 
whole text flow and stick together. Cohesion helps the reader make sense of the text. 
Without cohesion, a reader would not be able to answer: Who? What? When? Where? 
How? or Why? The meaning of their writing would be lost. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.loyolapress.com/retreats/loving-service-start-retreat
mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au


 

All students will be learning about cohesion through reading, speaking, listening and 
authentic writing situations. This is an important long term skill that will serve students well. 
 
Also, It never ceases to amaze me how students are quick to identify good learning 
tools and strategies. Often our students are asked to provide feedback in terms of their 
learning and goal setting. After exploring “peer-feedback”, as one of many strategies that 
raises student growth, I asked the Year 5 students “What did it feel like when a fellow peer 
provided feedback about your work?”  The responses were genuine and well considered. 
John said; “It felt like an advanced form of learning.” Serafina from Year 5 also stated that,  “I 
needed to trust the person who was giving feedback….trust that they knew what to look for.” 
This statement reinforces current research that promotes visible learning. Through setting 
clear learning intentions and sharing the success criteria, students are able to take more 
control of their learning because they know what to aim for. 
 
Pia Darmenia   Teacher-Learner Coach 
 
P & F NEWS 
Hopefully you have seen the posters around school that tickets are now on sale for our 
major fundraising event on Saturday 21 October!! This year we have a beautiful venue on 
the water at Drummoyne – Ecco Ristorante. Tickets are $95 per person and include amazing 
food and a great selection of wines, beers and soft drinks. Tickets are limited so please 
get in early! Tickets can be purchased on line at www.trybooking.com/QGZS. 
 
We will be reaching out to our parent community as to how you are able to assist with any 
items/services you may be able to donate for us to use as prizes on the night. This 
information will come through from class parents prior to holidays. Any items or services big 
or small that you may be able to contribute will assist with the success of what is shaping up 
to be a fantastic night. 
 
Enjoy the school holidays! 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel – P&F President   jac.clark@bigpond.com 

 
 

https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calendar 

 

 

Dates for Your Attention: June/July 
Term 2 Week 10 Term 3 Week 1 Term 3 Week 2 

Monday 26 Parent Teacher Interviews 
Tuesday 27 Parent Teacher Interviews 
Wednesday 28 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall, Parent Teacher Interviews 
Thursday 29 Year 5 ‘Lets Sing’ at 

Southern Cross Catholic Vocational 
College, Year 1 Grandparents visit 2-3pm 
Friday 30 OLQP Feast Day 12pm Whole 

School Mass with Fr Richard and Afternoon 
Tea 
Saturday 1 
Sunday 2 Yuan’s last Seminarian Parish 

Mass  
 
Sunday 9 Feast Day Mass OLQP Church 

9am with Morning Tea  

Monday 17 SCHOOL RETURNS 
Tuesday 18 
Wednesday 19 Playgroup 9-10.30am 

in the hall 
Thursday 20 
Friday 21 

Monday 24 
Tuesday 25 Soccer Gala Day 

Meadowbank 
Wednesday 26 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall, Grandparents Day Mass 9am, 
Woolworths Earn and Learn starts today 
Thursday 27 
Friday 28 

http://www.trybooking.com/QGZS
mailto:jac.clark@bigpond.com
https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olqpgladesville/school-calendar

