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Dear Parents, 
 
This week we give thanks to some wonderful people 
that have been a part of OLQP for both short and long 
periods of time and bid them farewell.   In our classes 
this term there have been student teachers who have 
been learning about teaching and all it entails. They 
have been an invaluable addition to our school and 
we wish them the very best in their future studies and 
careers.  We also say goodbye to Ronnie, our parish 
seminarian, who has been with us since the end of 
last year.  Ronnie has definitely ignited the young children of our parish in the time that he 
has been with us.  He has been instrumental in raising the profile of “Ignite,” the children’s 
youth group; he has time for each person he comes into contact with showing them that they 
are important and he demonstrates for us how easy it is to connect with God.  
 

Last, but not least, we farewell Mrs Therese 
Toshack, who has been instrumental in the life 
of OLQP for the last four and a half years. The 
front office will never be the same without her 
there, with her bright smile, reminders of 
manners and hundreds of brightly coloured 
post-it notes everywhere! Therese had a 
wonderfully full day of special moments on 
Thursday, starting with some of her family 
surprising her and joining with us for her last school Mass. She was 
touched by the incredibly beautiful singing of the Irish Blessing song led by 

Ava Dallas and she was grateful for the opportunity to minister Communion to much of the 
community. The many parents who joined with her for morning tea in the CaCh room was 
wonderful to see and she was both thrilled and humbled by this. Thank you to all those 
families who joined with her and/or sent in treats for the morning tea. 
 
Later that afternoon, as the 'Queen of OLQP' she was entertained with a Royal Command 
performance of 'You Got Jazz', by the Stage 2 and Choir students. She loved the song 
choices and was highly amused with the surprise guest artist, Sr Bini! The community then 
presented her with many funny merit certificates, followed by serious gifts of flowers and a 
vase from the parent community and a remembrance box of thoughts from every child in the 
school along with a Prayer of Peace figurine to remind her of each one of your children and 
her time here at Our Lady Queen of Peace.  
 
We wish Therese a happy retirement filled with lots of new and exciting experiences.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

YOU GOT JAZZ!  
What another tremendous performance 
we were treated to by Stage 2, the choir 
and Mrs Nash.  We were educated 
about the evolution of Jazz music, 
entertained with numerous styles of 
song and dance for over 40 minutes 
and amused by Miss Bini's hidden 
talents. She obviously has seen 'Sister 
Act' once or twice! Our students put a 

magnificent effort into this performance, 
Mrs Nash made it seem so effortless 
once again and the audience were 
highly appreciative. I heard many comments on the way out 
that expressed how people thought "this was the best one yet"! 
Thank you to all those involved for entertaining us to such a 
high standard and thanks especially to Mr Simon for being our 
sound technician and sharing his time, equipment and skills 
with us.  

 
SURVEYS 
In all your children's' reports you would have received a pink letter that explained what Kids 
Matter is and asking you to log onto their site to complete an electronic parent survey for our 
school. If you are yet to do this could you please find some time over the holidays to do so 
as the data we collect helps to inform us of the direction we go in with Wellbeing, Behaviour 
Management and Pastoral Care issues. The site is: 
www.kidsmatter.edu.au/primary/other-resources/school-surveys/parent-survey 
then choose "Start Parent Survey". Locate our school name, being careful to choose 
Gladesville OLQP not Greystanes. Then the reporting period you select is 2016                 
Q: Apr-Jun. 
 
Stages 2 and 3 parents were also emailed a Gala Day survey this week requesting their 
views on transport for gala days. We would really like to make a decision based on what the 
majority of the parents wish, but at this stage only 25 parents have responded. Please take 2 
minutes to read the surveys and make your choice so that plans can be put into place as 
soon as we return from holidays.   
 
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
We hope that you found your children's reports useful for informing you as to how your 
children are going with their learning and social development and that the opportunity to 
speak with the teachers has been beneficial. Thank you for the feedback that has been 
shared about the format of reports this year and for the input from those parents who came 
along to our Reporting workshops. If you have any feedback you would like to share 
regarding the reports and/or parent teacher interviews we are very interested to hear it. 
Please feel free to email me or send in a note with your child next term.  
 
TERM 3 EVENTS 
Don't forget to start thinking about sponsors for our annual Spelling Bee, which is taking 
place on Friday 29 July. This day also sees us recording our new school song with John 
Burland.  
 
There are three whole school Masses this term as outlined in the RE section. We will also 
have our annual Working Bee in August. There are various sporting gala days. The 
different sports and their dates have been shared via the Stage 2-3 survey. See Anna 
Alessi's section for additional dates and events as well. 
 
Have a wonderful holiday everyone. Stay safe, stay warm and stay connected to extending 
acts of Mercy to all those you may encounter over this period.  

 
Karen McGinlay      Principal 
 

http://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/primary/other-resources/school-surveys/parent-survey


 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
We have come to the end of a busy term for Religious Education at OLQP 
where we saw our Year 6 students being confirmed and then they sat the 
2016 Religion Test. Recently we had the final count of money contributed to 
Caritas by the OLQP School community. This year we raised just over 
$600. Thank you for all your contributions. 
 
In Term 3 the students in Year 3 will be starting to prepare for their First 
Reconciliation on Wednesday 24 August at 7pm. It is important that the 
Year 3 parents watch the Parish Bulletin for enrolment dates.  
 

Also in Term 3 we will be celebrating the Feast of Mary MacKillop on Monday August 8; The 
Feast of the Assumption on Monday August 15 (this feast day is a Holy Day of obligation for 
our Catholic faith), and in September we will be celebrating Mercy Day. 
 
I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis “Being Christian involves joining 
one’s own life, in all its aspects, to the person of Jesus and, through Him, to the Father.”  
 
Wising you all a very safe and restful holiday. 
Yours in faith, 
Emma Lenehan     Religious Education Coordinator 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
PJ Day -   Week 1,   Friday 22 July 
 
The theme this year for our St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal is 

‘Re-Think Homelessness This Winter’ 
When we see the word homeless we immediately think of men but in fact it’s 
devastating to know that this is no longer the case. With the shortage of 
affordable housing, the rising costs of rental properties and domestic violence 

the face of homelessness has changed. 
 
OLQP would like to hold a “Pyjama Day” as a way of focusing and raising awareness for the 
homeless and needy people in our city. All students are invited to wear pyjamas on the day 
(with ‘sneakers’ as safe and sensible footwear, and with suitable clothing underneath for 
practical purposes). 
 
Please assist in this very worthy cause by supporting us with donations 
of BEANIES, SCARVES, SOCKS AND BLANKETS. (Preferably dark 
colours, clean  and in good condition!)  
It’s a perfect reason for doing a clean out during the holidays.  
 
Mary MacKillop Feast Day:    Week 4,   Monday 8 August, 2016  
Schedule for the day: 
Bus departs from Gladesville 8.30am sharp and will return 3pm; 
Mass 10am in the grounds of Mary Mackillop Place followed by lunch in North Sydney 
Cost: $15 per person - Invitations will be out soon.  
 
Mary MacKillop Place is a place unlike any other. When you visit you’ll 
discover it’s a place that is truly out of the ordinary.” 
 
Vinnies Sleepout:    Week 8,   Friday 9 September 
A ‘School Winter Sleep Out’ has been organised here at OLQP for Years 4, 5 & 6. More 
details to follow early next term 
 
Holy Door of Mercy Pilgrimage:   Wednesday 20 September Week 10 
This year is the Year of Mercy……Save the Date for the Pilgrimage to the Holy Door of St 
Mary’s Cathedral via Mary Mackillop Place, Harbour Bridge Mercy Talk Walk to St Patrick’s 
Churchill for Midday Mass. Our final stop will be at St Mary’s Cathedral for our journey along 
the ‘Way of Mercy’ Stations. 



 

“The practice of pilgrimage has a special place in the Holy Year, 
because it represents the journey each of us makes in this life”. Pope 
Francis  
Restful Weekend “Into the Deep” 24-27 March 2017 ‘Come away and 
rest awhile’ 
Venue: The Hermitage Mittagong 
Time: Friday evening dinner till Sunday lunch 
Cost: Single accommodation with ensuite and all meals $320. Payment due end of term 3 
Bring: An open heart, comfortable shoes and warm clothes including clothes for light 
exercise.  
The Weekend involves listening to the body, mind and spirit. Whilst giving time for REST. 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
Infants Art Club (K - Year 1) and Kids Art Club (Years 2 - 6) will be back in Term 3 with an 
emphasis on working with clay & exploring other sculptural mediums. Enrolment forms are 
available on the school website and Skoolbag App.  
Happy Holidays Deanne 
 
CHINFUNESE classes (K-6) will continue next term as well. They are held on Thursday 
3.15-4.15pm in the Library. If your child is interested in learning Mandarin and about Chinese 
culture email admin@chifunese.com or call (02) 8006 8208. If you are interested in finding 
out more go to: www.chifunese.com/enrol.  
 

UNIFORMS FROM LOWES 
All uniforms are now available from Lowes at Top Ryde. Uniforms are 
no longer available from Lowes Macquarie. 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
As we are now in Winter it is a good opportunity to pick up some second hand uniforms from 
the Uniform Shop. 
 

On Tuesday mornings Maree will be available to assist you if necessary. Anyone may text 
their order if they find this easier or more convenient. 
Maree Obeid (0407 500 351)  
 

On Friday afternoons from 2.30pm Grace is available, and like Maree, you may text your 
order if you find this easier or more convenient. 
Grace Rizzo (0406 012 332)  
 

 
SCHOOL RESUMES JULY 18 

Dates for Your Attention: June/July  

Term 2 Week 10 Term 3 Week 1 Term 3 Week 2 

Monday 27 Parent/Teacher interviews 
Tuesday 28 Parent/Teacher interviews 
Wednesday 29 Parent/Teacher interviews, 
Playgroup 9-10.30am in the hall, Coffee 
and Chat in the CaCH Room 2.15pm, 
Thursday 30 9.20am Special Mass for Mrs 
Toshack, You Got Jazz Concert 2pm 
Friday 1 Prayer Assembly SRC  

LAST DAY OF TERM 2 
 

 

Monday 18 SCHOOL RESUMES 
Tuesday 19  
Wednesday 20 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm, 
Thursday 21 Prayers on Thursday from 
2.30pm in the CaCH Room 
Friday 22 Prayer Assembly 2.45pm  
 

Monday 25  
Tuesday 26  
Wednesday 27 Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 
hall, Coffee and Chat in the CaCH Room 
2.15pm, 
Thursday 28  
Friday 29 Spellathon, 
School Song recording, 
Prayer Assembly 2.45pm 
 

 

mailto:anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au

