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Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back to what we know is going to be another great year here 
at OLQP. After only a week of being back at school there is already a 
great learning buzz that can be felt as you move around all areas of the 
school. The children are talking about success criteria, their goals, 
being challenged by their learning and discussing the characteristics of 
‘visible learners’. To have such motivated learners in our midst is 
fabulous and the teachers are all energised by this. 
 

We welcome to our community Mrs Maree Simpson, who is taking on the 
role of Assistant Principal this year and to Mr Nathan Seeto who is teaching 
Year 5 this year. We are very fortunate that both Maree and Nathan have 
joined us and look forward to them both sharing their gifts and wonderful 
personalities with us. A big welcome also goes to Paulo and Sophia in Year 
2, Ellienor in Year 1 and all our bubbly Kinder arrivals as well as to their 
families. We look forward as a staff to getting to know our new families at 
our first social event of the year, “Drinks under the Stars”. 

 
Our ‘Meet the Teacher’ Information Evening where you get to discover what is in store for 
your children this year is to be held next Thursday evening, 15th February. At this meeting 
we will also outline for you what Maree Simpson’s new shared Assistant Principal role will 
look like as well as what our school learning focus is for the year. A separate letter will be 
sent home with the various meeting times for each class. Following the ‘Meet the Teacher’ 
sessions we will have our first P&F meeting for the year, in the Library. We would love to see 
as many of you there as possible. 
 
Nick Vujicic  
Imagine getting through your busy day without hands or legs. 
Picture your life without the ability to walk, care for your basic 
needs, or even embrace those you love. Meet Nicholas 
Vujicic (pronounced VOO-yee-cheech) our OLQP 2018 role 
model of the year. Without any medical explanation or 
warning, Nick was born in 1982 in Melbourne, Australia, 
without arms and legs. The Vujicic family was destined to 
cope with both the challenge and blessing of raising a son 
who refused to allow his physical condition to limit his 
lifestyle. 
 
The early days were difficult. Throughout his childhood, Nick not only dealt with the typical 
challenges of school and adolescence, but he also struggled with depression and loneliness. 
Nick constantly wondered why he was different than all the other kids. He questioned the 
purpose of life, or if he even had a purpose. His family taught him that he had two choices:  
1 – He could choose to be angry for what he didn’t have    or 
2 – He could choose to be grateful for what he did have.  
 
According to Nick, the victory over his struggles, as well as 
his strength and passion for life today, can be credited to his 
faith in God. A key turning point in his faith came when his 
mother showed him a newspaper article about a man dealing 
with a severe disability. Vujicic realized he wasn't unique in 
his struggles and began to embrace his lack of limbs. After 
this, Nick realized his accomplishments could inspire others 
and became grateful for his life. 



 

Since his first speaking engagement at age 19, Nick has travelled around the world, sharing 
his story with millions. Today this dynamic young evangelist has accomplished more than 
most people achieve in a lifetime. He’s an author, musician, actor, and his hobbies include 
fishing, painting and swimming.  
 
In 2006, Nick moved to California. Two years later he met Kanae Miyahara, who had come 
to hear him give a motivational speech. The couple married in 2012 and now have four 
children: two sons and twin daughters. 
 
Nick says, “If God can use a man without arms and legs to be His hands and feet, then He 
will certainly use any willing heart!”  
 
We hope you will be inspired by such an incredible man throughout this year and will engage 
in many conversations, centred around him, with your family. 
 
RECENT UPDATES 
Pedestrian Crossing  
You will have noticed that over the holidays Ryde Council have 
invested in updating the pedestrian crossing on Oxford Street. We are 
grateful to them for listening to our concerns regarding the safety of 
our children. Please ensure that you always use the crossing if you are 
walking and regularly explain and demonstrate safe road crossing 
practices with your children. 
 
KAR Gate  

With the help, once again of Ryde Council, we have established a new 
system for afternoon pick up. There are bays marked on the kerb and 
guttering in our Kiss and Ride zone. Please ensure that you park within these 
boundaries. Each bay has a numbered stand on the footpath. It is imperative 
that your name card be clearly visible on the passenger side visor. (All 
families will shortly receive a name card. If you require more please contact 
the office).The teachers can then easily call your children's names and tell 

them which bay to stand at. By the time you pull into the bay your children will be waiting for 
you and can very quickly get into the car. When you leave the Kiss and Ride zone you need 
to leave in numerical order. No car is to leave this area until the cars ahead of it have 
departed. For example: If you are in Bay 3 you are not to pull out into Oxford Street until cars 
in Bay 1 and 2 have driven off. 
 
We ask that you all follow this new routine as it will not only keep your children safe but it will 
result in a faster moving system. 
 
Building Application 
We were informed last Friday that the building application for a multi-story mixed 
development comprising of apartments, commercial space and underground parking across 
the road from us in Westminster Road has been approved. We were advised that our 
concerns raised were considered by the planning panel when they reviewed the application. 
 
A copy of Council’s Assessment Report and the reasons for approval can be found on the 
Panel’s website at the following link: 
http://www.planningpanels.nsw.gov.au/DevelopmentandPlanningRegister 
Enter the search word Victoria in the “enter search string” field box. 
 
We are uncertain as to when this development will start however we will continue to keep 
you informed as any information comes to hand. 
 
School Revitalisation 
Throughout the holidays a number of tasks in our revitalisation project were 
undertaken. The area around the flagpole now has decking and has been 
levelled off ready for artificial turf to be laid. This will be completed by the end of 
this month. In Years 5 and 6 painting has been done along with display boards 
measured up and ordered. Several meetings also took place for the planning of 
the garden and outdoor area in Oxford Street. 

http://www.planningpanels.nsw.gov.au/DevelopmentandPlanningRegister


 

YOUNG ENGINEERS AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM 
We are introducing a new after school activity session this year, called Young Engineers. In 
these sessions the children are provided with theoretical knowledge and practical 
implementation in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) basics. 
 
Young Engineers provide an engaging, hands-on learning platform. The educational goals 
are achieved by using LEGO® and K’nex® assembly kits demonstrating scientific principles 
in a fun and accessible fashion; combining experiments that form scientific intuition with 
stories that capture the imagination. Each student has their own kit to work with and every 
week there is a new model to work on. The classes will be held on a Tuesday afternoon from 
3:15pm – 4:30pm and will be capped at 16 students. If your child is interested in joining 
these sessions for this term please see the attached information sheets. If your child would 
like to enrol for this term's Young Engineers workshops go to: 
http://www.iwsydney.young-engineers.com.au/enrolment/ 
 
SCHOOL CENSUS  
The Australian government and the NSW State government provide significant financial 
support for the education of students in our school system. This financial support is based on 
data we provide to the government through a Census of our schools. 
 
We are required to provide student details and background data to Government agencies 
and this will take place on Friday 9th February. Parents/guardians are able to access the 
SCS Privacy Policy – Standard Collection Notice on the SCS public website (Home/About 
Us/Policy Documents): 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bw0hEIncNQFMOE5uaXZ2bVpfWUE/view 
 
SKOOLBAG 
Just a reminder that our instant communication and 
alerts App is in use. Please follow the 
instructions below to be connected: 
 
How to install Skoolbag on your Smartphone. 
iPhone users, simply search for your school name 
in the App Store on your phone, PC or Mac, and 
install. 
 
Android users simply search for your school name in the Google Play Store on your phone, 
PC or Mac and install. 
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Welcome to another exciting year at OLQP. This year Sydney Catholic Schools is 
asking all schools to focus on the scripture passage, Luke 1:30 “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favour with God”  
 
The Australian Bishops have identified the 2018 church’s liturgical year as the 
national Year of Youth. During the Year of Youth there will be a focus on the ministry 
of the young people which will include prayers, dialogue and authentic engagement 
focusing on the challenges that young people face in their daily lives whilst 
acknowledging how the Holy Spirit works in the lives of the young people. 
 
Next week is a very busy week for us at OLQP. On Wednesday February 14, Years 
4-6 children will attend Ash Wednesday Mass at midday and the K-3 students will 
participate in an Ash Wednesday Liturgy in the church at 2:30pm. 
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On Thursday February 15th at 9.20am our whole school community will be celebrating our 
Opening School Welcoming Mass. At this Mass, we will acknowledge the 2018 school year 
and welcome all our new students and families to the OLQP community. I would like to take 
this opportunity to invite all parents, grandparents and caregivers to celebrate this special 
event with us.  
 
In line with the Mercy value of hospitality, we will be having a morning tea after the Mass in 
the OLQP parish hall and would like to extend an invitation to all the parents, grandparents, 
caregivers and parishioners who will be celebrating the start of our new school year, to join 
us. 
 
I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis to focus on “A life of faith means 
wanting to be with the Lord, and that means constantly searching for Him 
wherever He is.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Miss McGinlay, the staff, parents and students 
who have welcomed me into the community.  I have been a member of the Parish all my life 
and am very excited to give back what I myself have gained from my strong faith traditions 
and the excellent education that my own children received at this school.  
 
As some of you may be aware, I have been the Assistant Principal at St Charles Ryde and 
this year will continue in a shared role with Gladesville and Ryde. Rest assured, I will 
endeavour to be a presence at both schools most days and if needed I can be contacted 
through the school office. I also encourage and welcome you to engage with your child’s 
learning starting with our Parent Teacher Information Evening on Thursday 15th February 
followed by the first Parents and Friends Association Meeting. I am also hoping to meet you 
at the Drinks under the Stars on Friday 23rd February. 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful year and I look forward to working alongside you and the 
dynamic OLQP teachers to encourage and allow each person’s light to shine.   
 
Maree Simpson 
 
PARENTS AS VOLUNTEERS INDUCTION MEETINGS 
As a member of Sydney Catholic Schools (SCS) we are dedicated to upholding the values 
and practices that create safe learning environments for students. In this, we are committed 
to the vision of the National Safe Schools Framework (NSSF) that "all Australian schools are 
safe, supportive and respectful teaching and learning communities that promote student 
wellbeing". 
 
Therefore, if you are planning on helping in the classroom, at carnivals or going on 
excursions, it is compulsory to attend a Parent as Volunteers induction meeting every year. 
This year we will be offering a number of parent volunteer induction sessions across both 
Our Lady Queen of Peace and St Charles during Term 1 only. You are welcome to attend 
one of the induction sessions at either school at a time that is convenient to you. 
 
The sessions are as follows:  
6.00pm Tuesday 20th February: Our Lady Queen of Peace Library 
9.20am Thursday 22nd February: Our Lady Queen of Peace Library 
2.10 pm Thursday 22nd February: St Charles Library 
6.30 pm Thursday 22nd February: St Charles Hall  
7.00 pm Wednesday 14th March: St Charles Hall  
 
I look forward to seeing you at the meetings. 
 
Maree Simpson 
Assistant Principal 
 



 

FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
As you enter another new school year OR a whole new world, as your child starts school for 
the first time, I want to wish you and your family a safe and happy year for 2018 full of 
learning. Remember to enjoy and treasure every minute. 
 
Playgroup 
To all the families who attend Playgroup, it will continue this year. For all the new families 
with babies and preschool children, you are all welcome to OLQP Playgroup. We enjoy 
many fun activities ranging from craft, stories, play and music. Parents and grandparents are 
encouraged to come along and meet other families within the school community to enjoy the 
program. This is held every Wednesday, commencing 7th February from 9am-10:30am in the 
Church Hall. Please bring in a gold coin donation and morning tea to share. 
 
Lenten Program 2018 “Surrender” 
I would like to invite you to be part of this parish faith formation opportunity to nourish your 
faith, meet other parishioners and make Lent meaningful. 
Why should I join? 
-Make the most of Lent by hearing the Scripture readings in a fresh way and applying them 
to your life. 
-Discover more about Jesus and strengthen your relationship with him. 
-Meet some other people in the parish, and be more joyful at Easter as part of your parish 
family. 
What should I expect? 
-A warm welcome 
-A structured session of prayer and Scripture shared together with guided questions, as well 
as music and artwork. 
-6 sessions, each for 1 hour, starting Wednesday 14th February at 2pm in the OLQP Church. 
-Cost is $10, which includes colour booklet. 
To RSVP send an email to anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
Family Mass 18th February - To welcome Kindergarten and new families to our 
community.  
Sunday 9am Mass followed by BBQ sausage sizzle morning tea. The kindergarten children 
will also sing for us on that day. 
 

 
Can you help?  
We are looking for a volunteer driver with an LR licence to drive the Holy 
Cross bus. The duty will be once a month on a Thursday morning for 2 
hours travelling to St Joseph's Aged Care at Hunters Hill. If you or 
someone you know would be interested please call the school office for 
further information 

 
Used school shoes to St Joachim Lidcombe for ‘Shoes for Sudanese 
If you have old school shoes from last year that no longer fit your child but you do not want 
to throw out, please send them into us. Sr Johanna is running an appeal to donate to a 
refugee community at Lidcombe. Please bring in ONLY school shoes in good condition and 
cleaned. There will be a box outside the Family Educators office labelled ‘Shoes for 
Sudanese’ Thanking you in advance. 
 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
PARISH NEWS 
Catechist Assistant - We are looking for people who would be able to assist the catechists 
who teach in our local public schools. The lessons are thirty minutes a week during school 
term and we teach on a Wednesday (Gladesville, Boronia Park and Putney Public) and 
Friday (Ryde Public). To find out further information please contact Judith Morrissey at the 
parish office sacraments@rgcp.org.au 
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Confirmation, First Reconciliation and Communion 
A letter will be sent out soon in regards to the sacramental program for 2018. 
 
Confirmation is held in Year 6 for students who have been baptised, and completed their first 
reconciliation and communion. 
 
First Reconciliation and Communion is held in Year 3 for children who have been baptised 
Catholic. If your child is in Year 4 or older and have not completed this sacrament, they are 
most welcome to be part of the program. 
 
For further information please me. 
 
Judith Morrissey     Sacramental Co-ordinator     sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
 

 
LIBRARY NEWS 

Welcome to another year in the life of our lovely library. 
 
Library classes will continue to be on Monday and Tuesday. 
 
Bring a Bag Please ensure that your child always brings a library bag to 
school on the appropriate day. If you don’t have one, the school library 
bag is available in the school office. What a practical way to promote the 
school! However, even a plastic shopping bag will do. No bag = no loan. 
(Years 5 and 6 are excused.) 

 
When the books come home, try to take a moment to look at what your child has chosen to 
read. You may even like to read one or two of them with your child (K-6) so that you can talk 
about them. 
 
Volunteer Parents: This year Lesley Calleija has volunteered to help keep the library 
shelves organised. Hurrah!!! 
 
You may like to volunteer, or re-volunteer, to cover books at your home occasionally. Plastic 
is provided! Just complete and return the note below. 
 
Mrs Maureen Thompson continues her essential work in the library office on Tuesdays. 
 
Scholastic Book Club is restricted to once per term, unless you choose to go online and 
order more often. Please remember to only pay by CREDIT CARD as the library cannot 
handle cash for these orders. 
 
Of course, donations of school age, as-new books and DVDs are always welcome as we 
are eager to build up the collection to provide as many resources as possible for your 
children. 
 
DVDs shown in the school are rated ‘G’ or ‘PG’ (if judged to be suitable for 
the audience). 
 
Do drop in to look around and get to know your library! 
 
Miss Bini  
Teacher-Librarian 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
To Miss Bini: 
I am willing to cover books at home. 
 
Name: ___________________________________ Phone No: __________________ 
 
Child’s name: ________________________________________ Class: ___________ 
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MUSIC NEWS 
      Welcome to an exciting 2018 Music Year.  

An invitation is extended to all children in Years 2-6 to be part of 2018 OLQP Semester 
One Choir. OLQP Choir rehearsals are every Wednesday from 2.00pm – 
2.45pm in the Music Room. 

 
This year’s choir performances include: School Masses and Liturgies, Catholic 
Schools’ Week Musical, Musicals for stages ES1, 1, 2 and 3, Count Us In, Mini 
Maestro’s Festival, Musica Viva, CaSPA concert and special assembly music 
items. Our first performance is from the Children in Kinder to Year 2. 
‘Everything Bears Perform’ 
Thursday 1 March: 2.05-2.45pm COLA. (Choir and K-2) 
 
Leona Nash 
Music Teacher 
 
SPORT NEWS 
Welcome back to another amazing year ready for fun, fit and healthy sport. I am very excited 
to start another year of sport with your beautiful children. 
 
Term One sees the start of cooperative games and training for our annual Cross Country. 
Using fine and gross motor skills to enhance our learning will be a priority. Again, I have 
started to hear stories of amazing and new sporting activities from your children, so please 
send me photos and information so I can share it with our school community. 
 
Mel Cooper. 
Melissa.cooper001@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 
P&F NEWS 
Welcome back to our new school year! Our first P&F meeting of the year will be held on 
Thursday 15th February (after the parent information night) in the library 7pm for a 7:30pm 
start. 
 
Everyone is welcome. Being the first meeting we will be talking about the various events that 
will be held across the year, as well as hearing from the school about plans for the year 
ahead. It is a great opportunity to be part of the school community and we urge everyone to 
come along. If you have an item you wish to discuss and would like put on the agenda, 
please email Susannah Hartigan at susannahhartigan72@gmail.com or you can complete a 
form available at the office. Any agenda items need to be received by Monday 12th February. 
 
Our first P&F event of the year is the annual Drinks Under the Stars Cocktail night, on 
Friday 23rd February at 7pm. Invitations were sent home last week, and it’s a great 
occasion for us to welcome new families to OLQP and of course a great chance for 
everyone to catch up for what is always a great night. Please send your RSVPs back ASAP 
and we look forward to seeing everyone there. A big thanks to Maz Moore and Nora 
Riccardi, Year 1 class parents who are busily organising the evening with the assistance of 
the Year 1 parents! 
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone at the P&F meeting and Drinks Under the Stars! 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel – P & F President 
jac.clark@bigpond.com 

Gowrie Outside School Hours Care Gladesville 
Gowrie NSW Gladesville Outside School Hours Care extends a warm welcome to our new 
families and our regular families. It has been wonderful to catch up with everyone as well as 
meeting new parents and children. 
 
The centre offers Before School Care and After School Care. Both programs operate on site 
at Our Lady Queen of Peace in the demountable building next to the music room. The hours 
during term time: 7am – 9am Before School Care and 3pm – 6:15pm After School Care. 
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Vacation Care is offered at Gowrie NSW Ryde Outside School Hours Care. The vacation 
care program and booking form will be available on the Gowrie NSW website and hard 
copies will be available at the centre later in the term. 
 
If you wish to book your child in Before School Care and/or After School Care please call the 
centre on 9817 2360 or email: gladesvilleoshc@gowriensw.com.au or come visit us to 
receive an enrolment pack. 
 
We have spaces available for Before School Care Monday to Friday. However, we have no 
available space for Wednesday and Thursday After School Care but we can place your child 
on a waiting list. 
 
Please email or call me if you require casual bookings for Before and After school care. 
Casual places are not guaranteed as we need to ensure that we have space available and 
that we have the right amount of educators to cover our ratio. 
 
Please feel free to come and visit the centre and have a chat. 
 
Nancy – Acting Coordinator 
Gowrie NSW Gladesville Outside School Hours Care. 
 
EXTRA CURRICULAR NEWS 
 

Limelight Studios - Looking forward to an exciting arty 
year with lots of new projects in 2018. There are still 
places available for Infants Art Club (K - Year 1) to be 
held on Monday at Lunchtime & Kids Art Club (Yr 2 - 6) 
on Thursdays before school! 

 
Enrolment forms are available on the school website or contact Deanne at 
limelight.studios@bigpond.com. 
 

Lunchtime Drama Club (Fridays) 
Would your child like to join our DRAMA CLUB at OLQP? 
Term 1 FRIDAY DRAMA starts this THIS FRIDAY 2 FEBRUARY. 

We have spots available for children in K-6 to join in 2018. 
Drama Scene plays together on Friday lunchtimes. 
Enrolment is online at www.dramascene.com.au 
Cost: 1 child $110.00 inc GST. / 2nd child $100.00 inc GST. 
Enquiries: Contact Stephanie Waites on 0407 235 914 
 

Dates for Your Attention: February 
Term 1 Week 2 Term 1 Week 3 Term 1 Week 4 

Monday 5 
Tuesday 6 STEM young engineers in the 

Byron Library 3:15-4:30pm 
Wednesday 7 Playgroup 9-10:30am in 

the Church Hall 
Thursday 8  
Friday 9  

Monday 12 
Tuesday 13  
Wednesday 14

 
Playgroup 9-10.30am in the 

Church Hall, Ash Wednesday Mass 12:00-
1:00pm, Ash Wednesday Liturgy K-3 2:30-
3pm, Parish Lenten Program 2-3pm in the 
OLQP Church 
Thursday 15 Opening School Mass 9:20-

10:20am followed by Morning Tea, Meet the 
Teacher Night 5:30pm, P & F Meeting in the 
Byron Library 7.30pm 
Friday 16 Ignite Year 4-6 6pm in the Church 

hall 
Saturday 17 
Sunday 18 Family Mass Welcome to new 

families led by Year 6 9-10am 

Monday 19 
Tuesday 20 Parent and Volunteers 

Induction 6-6.30pm OLQP Library followed 
by Night Patrol Training 7-8:30pm 
Wednesday 21 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall, Parish Lenten Program 2-3pm in 
the OLQP Church 
Thursday 22 Inner West Swimming 

Carnival Auburn Aquatic Centre, Parent 
and Volunteers Induction 9:20-9:50am in 
the OLQP Library, Volunteers Induction 
2:10pm in the St Charles Library, 
Volunteers Induction 6:30pm in the St 
Charles Hall 
Friday 23 Drinks Under the Stars 7-10pm 

under the COLA 
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