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Dear Parents, 
 

Welcome back to the 2017 school year. I 
hope that the summer break was as 
enjoyable for you as what it was for your 
children. They have obviously spent some 
wonderful times with you and very much 
enjoyed the experiences that you provided 
them with over the holidays, gauging by 
what they have been sharing with us. In 
particular, I would like to welcome all the 
new families to our OLQP community. We 
have a delightful group of fresh young 
faces in our Kinder class. We also extend 
a warm welcome to our new staff 
members, Miss Lili Guirguis our 
Kindergarten and Reading Recovery 
Teacher, Mrs Lisa Hood our Kindergarten 
teacher, Mrs Mel Cooper our PE teacher 
and Mrs Tricia McGrath our Office 
Administrator.  We know that all these new 
members to our community will each add 
much value to our school family. 
 
To borrow some words from our Parents’ 
Back to School prayer, this year with your 
children, we aim to ‘fill them, guide them, 
protect them and enliven them’ and we 
hope that you will very much support us in 
this mission. 

 
I look forward to meeting you all at our “Meet the Teacher” Information Evening to be held 
next Wednesday 15th February, and our annual “Drinks Under the Stars” social event on 
Friday 24th February. 
 
‘MEET THE TEACHER’ NIGHT 
All parents will have the opportunity to meet their children’s teachers on Wednesday 15th 
February. At this meeting the teachers will talk with the group of parents from their class, 
outlining routines, aims and expectations for the year. This meeting will then be followed by 
the first P&F meeting of the year. We look forward to seeing all families on this night. Further 
details about this evening are on a separate letter. 
 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS MEETING 
We invite all parents to stay next Wednesday evening, after 
meeting their children’s teachers in order to meet other parents as 
well as our parish priest, Fr Richard Gates. Tea, Coffee and 
biscuits are provided in the Library after the first ‘Meet the 
Teacher’ session and the P&F meeting will commence at 7:30pm. 
If you would like to know more about the school or become more 
involved in the school community as well as connect with other 
parents please come along and join us. We only meet once each 
term, in Week 3 on a Tuesday evening in the school Library. 



 

ROLE MODEL OF THE YEAR FOR 2017 
This year’s role model for all of us in our OLQP 
community is Moira Kelly. Moira is a feisty, no-
nonsense, down to earth, big-hearted and very 
compassionate Australian woman and Mum from 
Melbourne who has devoted her whole life to charity 
work and those special causes close to her heart that 
just ‘make the world a better place’.   
 
When she was a young girl Moira viewed a 
documentary about Mother Teresa and vowed then to 

work with her. At the age of 18 Moira went to Calcutta in India and did just this. From there 
she went on to spend many years living abroad caring for sick and needy children and their 
families in countries like South Africa, America, Romania, Bosnia and Albania and now 
Australia. She is a deeply spiritual person who is guided by her heart and conscience 
towards the many causes she pursues.  
 
Moria Kelly’s personal sacrifice, passionate commitment and her life-long dedication to doing 
whatever it takes to save and heal children and communities in need is inspirational. Moira 
makes a real difference to real people and shows us that one person can make a difference 
as well as demonstrates that Gospel values can very much be a part of our lives in a 
contemporary world. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION FOR 2017 

 If you have any concerns regarding your child/children please feel free to make an 
appointment to see your child’s teacher. Remember, we are here to support you in as 
many ways as possible. 
 

 Please help to keep our students safe by collecting your child from the playground, using 
the pedestrian crossing in Oxford St to cross roads and not calling them across roads. 
KAR gate style pick up can only occur at KAR gate, not at the main gates in Westminster 
Rd. 
 

 When your child is absent from school, a written note is required for the school roll. This 
is a legal requirement. We ask that you do not use the absence note capability on the 
Skoolbag app.  

 

 Bell times and gate times: 
Start of School is 8:55am 

 The electronic gates are automatically open from 8:25am-9:05am 
 Recess is from 10:55am – 11:25am  
 Lunch is from 1:25pm to 2:05pm 
 End of School is 3:10pm 

The electronic gates are automatically open from 2:50pm – 3:30pm Monday to Thursday 
and 2.30pm on a Friday ready for the Assembly. 
Please do not buzz the gates in these automatic opening times. 
 

 Late arrivals and early departures will require you to sign your child in or 
out from the school office. Please do not just drop your children at the gate 
and wait to see them enter. If your child enters school from 9:05 onwards 
they must go to the office for a late note and to be marked on the roll.  
 

 

 Students have returned in their summer uniforms and it is wonderful to see them take 
pride in how they look. Let’s work hard together to keep them looking smart throughout 
the year (shoe polish can help achieve this!). Remember – “No hat, no play” is our 
school policy. 
 

 



 

 Uniforms: Trainers to be predominantly white. This includes laces.  Boys’ summer shirts 
are to be worn outside their shorts, rather than tucked in.  
 
 

 Please ensure all clothing is clearly marked with your child’s name. It is then very easy for 
us to return lost clothing rather than see it build up in Lost Property. The Lost Property 
Box is the yellow chest outside the office. If your child is missing any of their belongings 
please check in this chest or ask your child to do so.  

 

 It is important to remember in this hot weather to send a drink bottle to school each day. 
Children are encouraged to keep them in their classrooms and keep themselves 
hydrated. We will be continuing with ‘Crunch and Sip’ this year. Crunch and Sip takes 
place in each classroom throughout the morning 
block. Remember to send small snack sized fruit or 
vegetables with your children that can be quickly and 
easily eaten whilst they continue on with their 
learning.  
 

 OOSH afternoon pick up – Access to OOSH is via the car park near Kids Cottage or the 
path in front of the church. Please do not use the school gate intercom system of an 
afternoon/evening as there are no staff members to operate this gate at that time.  

 

 Sick Bay – If your child is unwell prior to school starting of a morning 
please keep them at home for the day. This is in the best interests of 
your child and other people’s children. If children need treatment such 
as cream on days old mosquito bites or lip balm for their dried lips the 
administration of these types of things needs to occur at home.  

 

 Extended Leave: If your child will be absent from school for more than 10 school days at 
a time you need to complete an Extended Absence Form that can be obtained from the 
office. 
 

 Canteen: The canteen will continue to be open Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Remember to include your child’s name and class on the order. If you would like to 
volunteer in the canteen please complete the form that will be sent home at the end of 
this week and return it the school office by Friday 17th February. The main days that 
volunteers are needed are Fridays as many of our children order their lunch at the end of 
the week and it can be quite challenging for one person to get up to 100 lunches out on 
their own.  

 

 Rubbish:  We are continuing with our ‘semi-nude’ school approach to rubbish and 
packaging this year in order to help the children further develop their sense of 
stewardship to the environment including their knowledge of recycling and pride in their 
environment.  For this reason we ask that wherever possible the children bring to school 
their recess and lunch in as little packaging as possible.  If what they bring is packaged 
they are asked to put this rubbish in their lunch boxes and dispose of it at home. There 
now are many different sized containers available to 
purchase that make it easy to put small serves of food in 
and that make it more affordable for families rather than 
buying the smaller pre-packaged items.  We have spoken 
to the children about using the RED bins only for rubbish 
such as fruit seeds and cores and rubbish from items 
purchased at the canteen and that the YELLOW bins for 
recyclable products such as paper from the classrooms – 
and definitely not foodstuffs, as has been happening. We would appreciate if you could 
support us in this area and help explain the differences between the bins with what goes 
in them.  

 



 

SKOOLBAG 
Just a reminder that our instant communication and 
alerts App is in use. Please follow the 
instructions below to be connected: 
 
How to install Skoolbag on your Smartphone. 
iPhone users, simply search for your school name 
in the App Store on your phone, PC or Mac, and 
install. 
 
Android users simply search for your school name in the Google Play Store on your phone, 
PC or Mac and install. 
 

We plan to have our Open Day for Catholic Schools 
Week on the afternoon of Tuesday 7th March from 
2:00pm – 5:00pm. It will be similar to the format that 
we had last year however if you have any suggestions 
for this event and for showcasing our school to the 
local community  please leave your suggestions at the 
office or alternatively send an email to the office with 
the Subject line being: Open Day. 

 
We also plan on having an Infants musical performance on the afternoon of Thursday 9th 
March. All family and friends are very welcome to come and be entertained by the youngest 
members of our school community.  
 
FIRST DAY IN KINDER 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go peacefully, 

 
Karen McGinlay 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Welcome back for 2017. This year Sydney Catholic Schools is asking all schools 
to focus on the scripture passage from Luke 1:4 ‘The Mighty One has done 
great things for me, and Holy is His name.’ 
 
During this year, we are asked to give praise and thanks to God always despite 
the challenges that are thrown our way. 
 
On Thursday, this week (February 9) OLQP will be celebrating our Welcoming 
Mass. At this Mass the 2017 school leaders will be presented with their badges. I 
would like to take this opportunity to invite all parents, grandparents and caregivers to 
celebrate this special event with us. 
 
In line with the Mercy value of hospitality, we will be having a morning tea after the Mass in 
the OLQP parish hall and I would like to extend an invitation to all the parents, grandparents, 
caregivers and parishioners who will be celebrating our Welcoming school Mass with us. 
 
I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis to focus on “Let us never forget 
to pray for each another. Prayer is our greatest strength.” 
 
Emma Lenehan REC 
"Walk by Faith, Not by Sight" - 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
Night Patrol Donation and Training 
On Sunday 12th February a small group of parents from our school community are going on 
Night Patrol. The aim of the van is to provide conversation, companionship and serve 
snacks/hot & cold drinks to St Vincent de Paul clients around the CBD area. 
 
Please see below for donation suggestions. These items can be left in the CaCh Room 
(located next to Year 3). Muesli bar and Le Snack pack, biscuits (not chocolate), Small fruit 
juice poppers, Fresh fruit (e.g. bananas), individually packed chips and 
cakes/muffins/lamington. 
 
St Vincent de Paul is offering a training session on Tuesday evening 21st February 7pm - 
8.30pm. This session is offered to any parent interested who would like to join the team. You 
will go on a roster for your preferred shift (Sunday evening 7.30pm - midnight) or our NEW 
shift (Monday evening 6.30pm - 10.30pm). Please be aware to become eligible to participate 
you must complete the 90 minute training session. Please indicate your interest via email on 
anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au. 
 
Lenten Group at OLQP  
Lent begins on Wednesday 1st March and I would like to invite you to be part of a Lenten 
group this year. The scripture readings are all about people who Jesus meets and whose 
lives are changed. The woman at the well starts to see life differently and gets a new 
chance; the blind man starts to see literally, and Lazarus gets a whole new life altogether. 
Where there was little or no hope, Jesus brings hope to each of these people, and restores 
their life. 
 
It’s the same with us- where we can’t see hope, where we get bogged down in negativity and 
can’t see a way out, Jesus brings hope and helps us to see a new way. 
 
I am leading a group in the OLQP Church on Thursday afternoons at 2.15pm - 3.10pm.  
Cost $10 for booklet. 
Dates are 2nd March, 9th March, 16, March, 23rd March, 30th March and 6th April. Please 
RSVP to order booklet. 
 
Anna Alessi     Family Educator     anna.alessi@syd.catholic.edu.au 
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PARISH NEWS 
Catechist Assistant And Teachers - Sacrament Information Evenings for Ryde-
Gladesville Catholic Parish consisting of St Charles Borromeo Church & Our Lady 
Queen of Peace Church. 
These evenings are for parents/carers who have a child who will be doing the following 
sacraments in 2017: 
Confirmation: (child in Yr 6 who has made their First Penance and Eucharist) 
First Penance: (child in Yr 3 who has been baptised) 
First Eucharist: (child in Yr 3 who is baptised and made their First Penance) 
There will be two Information Evenings and you only need to attend one of these on 
Thursday 9th March in OLQP church 7-8pm or Thursday 16th March in St Charles School Hall 
from 7-8pm. 
Nomination forms will only be distributed at these meetings. 
Enquiries: Judith sacraments@rgcp.org.au. 
 
Judith Morrissey     Sacramental Co-ordinator     sacraments@scbolqp.org.au 
 
SCHOOL FEES 
Welcome back to our lovely students and their families for another happy year. 
 
School Fee Accounts will be sent home soon, the account shows the fees listed and owing 
for the whole year. Then further down you will find your fees separated into 3 term amounts. 
 
Feel free to continue payments fortnightly if this suits your budget. Please don't feel you 
have to pay the whole instalment amount in one go. 
 
Ring me for any enquiry you may have regarding the school fees. 
 
I look forward to meeting our new parents as time goes on. 
 
All the very best 
 
Tricia McGrath 
Finance Secretary   patricia.mcgrath@syd.catholic.edu.au 
 

 
LIBRARY NEWS 

Welcome to a new year in the life of our lovely library. 
 
Library classes will continue to be on Monday (K, 5 and 6) and Tuesday (1,2,3 and 4). 

 
Bring a Bag - Please ensure that your child always brings a library bag to 
school on the appropriate day. If you don’t have one, the school library bag 
is available in the school office. What a practical way to promote the 
school! However, even a plastic shopping bag will do. No bag = no loan. 
 
When the books come home, try to take a moment to look at what your 
child has chosen to read. You may even like to read one or two of them 

with your child (K-6)  so that you can talk about them. 
 

The Guardians of the Library keep us organised and tidy. This year we have Phoenix, Yr 6 
(Senior Guardian), and Tina, Serafina, Ella, Grace, Monet and Sophie from Yr 5. 
 
Volunteer Parents: The wonderful Natasha (Anais’ mum) continues for her final year and is 
joined by Larissa (Sophie’s mum). 
 
You may like to volunteer, or re-volunteer, to cover books at your home occasionally. Plastic 
is provided! 
 
Mrs Maureen Thompson continues her essential work in the library office on Tuesdays. 
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Scholastic Book Club is restricted to once per term, unless you choose to go online and 
order more often. Please remember to only pay by CREDIT CARD as the library cannot 
handle cash for these orders. 
 
Of course, donations of school age, as-new books and DVDs are always welcome as we 
are eager to build up the collection to provide as many resources as possible for your 
children. 
 
DVDs shown in the school are rated ‘G’ or ‘PG’ (if judged to be suitable for the 
audience). 
 
Do drop in to look around and get to know your library! 
 
Miss Bini   Teacher-Librarian 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
To Miss Bini: 

 
I am willing to cover books at home. 
 
Name: _____________________ Phone No: __________________ 
 
Child’s name: __________________________ Class: ___________ 
 
P&F NEWS 
We are looking forward to a great 2017, kicking off with our first P & F Meeting on 
Wednesday 15th February in the Byron Library straight after the Parent Information Night. If 
you would like to add anything to be discussed at the meeting please email 
susannahhartigan72@gmail.com. We would love to get as many parents coming along as 
possible.  
 
Also, put Drinks Under the Stars, Friday 24th February into your diaries – it’s a great night for 
the community to catch up and start the year. Look forward to seeing you at the P & F 
meeting and Drinks Under the Stars. 
 
Jacqui Wisemantel – P & F President 
jac.clark@bigpond.com 

Gowrie Outside School Hours Care Gladesville 
Gowrie NSW Gladesville Outside School Hours Care extends a warm welcome to our new 
families and our regular families. It has been wonderful to catch up with everyone as well as 
meeting new parents and children. 
 
The centre offers Before School Care and After School Care. Both programs operate on site 
at Our Lady Queen of Peace in the demountable building next to the music room. The hours 
during term time: 7am – 9am Before School Care and 3pm – 6:15pm After School Care. 
 
Vacation Care is offered at Gowrie NSW Ryde Outside School Hours Care. The vacation 
care program and booking form will be available on the Gowrie NSW website and hard 
copies will be available at the centre later in the term. 
 
If you wish to book your child in Before School Care and/or After School Care please call the 
centre on 9817 2360 or email: gladesvilleoshc@gowriensw.com.au or come visit us to 
receive an enrolment pack. 
 
 
We have spaces available for Before School Care Monday to Friday. However, we have no 
available space for Wednesday and Thursday After School Care but we can place your child 
on a waiting list. 
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Please email or call me if you require casual bookings for Before and After school care. 
Casual places are not guaranteed as we need to ensure that we have space available and 
that we have the right amount of educators to cover our ratio. 
 
Please feel free to come and visit the centre and have a chat. 
 
Maree Ilardi Coordinator 
Gowrie NSW Gladesville Outside School Hours Care. 
 
EXTRA CURRICULA NEWS 
 

Limelight Studios - Looking forward to an exciting arty 
year with lots of new projects in 2017. There are still 
places available for Infants Art Club (K - Year 1) to be 
held on Tuesday at Lunchtime & Kids Art Club (Yr 2 - 6) 
on Thursdays before school! 

 
Enrolment forms are available on the school website or contact Deanne at 
limelight.studios@bigpond.com. 
 
 
 

 Lunchtime Drama Club (Fridays) 
Following the success of last year’s play performed to an 
audience of friends, we are developing the lunchtime Drama 

club into 2 age groups this year: Yrs K-2 & Yrs 3-6.   
Enrolment is open to all students in K-6. 
Enrolment: online www.dramascene.com.au 
Cost: 1 child $110.00 inc GST. / 2nd child $100.00 inc GST. 
Enquiries: Contact Stephanie Waites on 0407 235 914 Term 1 STARTS: 10 February. 
 
 
 
 

Dates for Your Attention: February 
Term 1 Week 2 Term 1 Week 3 Term 1 Week 4 

Monday 6 
Tuesday 7 
Wednesday 8 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall,  
Thursday 9 Opening School Mass 

9.20am followed by Morning Tea 
Friday 10 Prayer Assembly Year 1  

Monday 13 
Tuesday 14  
Wednesday 15

 
Meet the Teacher Night & P 

& F Meeting in the Byron Library 7.30pm 
Playgroup 9-10.30am in the hall,   
Thursday 16  
Friday 17  

Monday 20 
Tuesday 21 Night Patrol training for 

parents and parishioners 7-8.30 Byron 
Library 
Wednesday 22 Playgroup 9-10.30am in 

the hall 
Thursday 23  
Friday 24 Drinks Under the Stars 7-10pm 

under the COLA 
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