
                                      
  
 

 
 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Our Lady of Fatima wishes all fathers and grandfathers a Happy Father’s Day this 
Sunday. Father’s Day celebrates the important contribution that fathers and father figures 
make to their children’s lives. We hope all families have an enjoyable day this Sunday. 
Thank you to the parents who organised and assisted at our Father’s Day stall this year. 
The students always enjoy selecting a special gift for their fathers/grandfathers/father 
figures from the well-chosen selection available! 

What Makes a Dad 

God took the strength of a mountain,  
The majesty of a tree, 
The warmth of a summer sun,  
The calm of a quiet sea, 
The generous soul of nature, 
The comforting arm of night, The wisdom of the ages,                                 

The power of the eagle's flight, 
The joy of a morning in spring, 
The faith of a mustard seed, 
The patience of eternity, 
The depth of a family in need, 
Then God combined these qualities, 
When there was nothing more to add, 
He knew His masterpiece was complete, 
And so, He called it ... Dad 

 

On Friday 17th August our school 
celebrated National Book Week  - the 
theme for 2018 ‘Find Your Treasure’. It was 
wonderful to see our students dressed up 
as favourite book characters  among them 
some very authentic looking pirates. The 
use of digital technlogy was a new addition 
to our parade this year with Mackenzie 
from Year 6B navigating a drone to take 
photos of the event. Additional photographs  
will be uplaoded onto our school website. 
 

 
At the conclusion of Term Three the company that provides our canteen service,  
Canteen Solutions will be ceasing business.  

Please read the information from Canteen Solutions thanking the school community for 
their business and procedures to follow for the reimbursement of any credit with Munch 
Monitor.  

The new canteen company ‘The Wellbeing Canteen’ has been  employed to commence 
business at the beginning of Term Four. Menus and ordering procedures will be 
forwarded to the school community in Week Eight. 
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PRAYER 
 

Lord,  

We pray for young fathers, 

newly embracing their 

vocation; May they find 

courage and perseverance to 

balance work, family and 

faith in joy and sacrifice. 

We pray for our own Fathers 

around the world whose 

children are lost or suffering; 

May they know that the God 

of compassion walks with 

them in their sorrow. 

We pray for men who are not 

fathers but still mentor and 

guide us with fatherly love 

and advice. 

We remember fathers, 

grandfather, and great 

grandfathers who are no 

longer with us but who live 

forever in our memory and 

nourish us with their love. 

Amen 
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With so many rural areas in NSW expperiencing severe drought conditions at the moment our school will be 
supporting the St Vincent de Paul Drought Appeal with a ‘Come Dressed as a Farmer Day’ on Thursday  6th 
Septemeber. Students are asked to come dressed in casual clothes to represent farmers and to donate a gold coin 
which will be forwarded to the St Vincent de Paul Foundation Appeal.          

 

                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cyberbullying 

Parents please refer to the Sydney Catholic Schools fact sheet “How to assist your child when they experience 
online bullying”  Included at the end of this newsletter. 

National Child Protection Week 

National Child Protection Week commences on 2nd September to 8th September. This year’s key message is 
“Stronger Communities, Safer Children’. The little things we do every day can help create safe communities: 
being kind, being a good role model, respecting others, asking for help and not judging others. A reminder to all 
school volunteers to complete the online ‘Working With Children Accreditation’ a process to ensure adequate 
induction in child protection at Sydney Catholic Schools. 

https://scschildsafecommunities.wordpress.com/volunteers-2/ 

                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Louise Gordon l ACTING PRINCIPAL 
  

https://scschildsafecommunities.wordpress.com/volunteers-2/


 
 
RE NEWS 
 
St. Joseph, husband of Mary and earthly father of Jesus, is the model of fatherhood. 
His faith and obedience to God inspired his devotion for his family.  
 
St. Joseph is one of the more obscure saints, and everything we know about him 
comes from Scripture. On the basic level we know that he was a poor carpenter of the 
line of King David. We also know that he is the foster father of Jesus and the earthly 
spouse of Mary the Mother of God. 

Although we have no words spoken by Joseph recorded in Scripture, the stories of 
his life, upon reflection, reveal much. From Scripture we can see that Saint Joseph 
was a righteous man who demonstrated the virtues of compassion, courage, faith, 
and love of Jesus and Mary, to name a few. 
 
He shows his love and compassion in that he planned on divorcing Mary quietly when 
he discovered that she was pregnant. He demonstrates his faith and courage in 
fleeing into a strange land away from everything he knew in order to protect his wife 
and her Child. 

St. Joseph said “yes” to God by adopting Jesus, the Incarnate Son of God, as his own Child. Joseph’s “yes” is very 
similar to the “yes” of Mary: just as it demonstrated her humility and obedience, so it also demonstrates his. 

 
Sacramental Dates  
 
First Reconciliation  
BBQ and return of Mass Attendance Card -   Sunday, 4th November at 5:30pm 
Retreat Day -      Friday, 9th November 
First Reconciliation -     Tuesday, 13th November at 4:00pm and 6:00pm 
 
 
Year 5 - Save the date 
Confirmation 
Year 5 students will be making their Confirmation in 2019.  The information session for this sacrament will be held on 
Sunday 25th November at 4:00pm.  
 

 

           Dates - Upcoming Masses for the Year – 

    Grandparent’ Day Mass -    Thursday, 27th September 2018 at  9:15am  
 All Saints Day -               Thursday, 1st November 2018 at 9:15am 
 Year 6 Graduation and Thanksgiving Mass -    Friday, 14th December at 12:00pm 
 

 
 
Ms Liz O’Brien  l  RELIGIOUS COORDINATOR 
 
 
 
  



NEWMAN NEWS 
 
Newman Symposium 
 
A reminder to join us, in our library on Friday, 14th September at 12:00pm until 1:30pm for the Newman 
Symposium.  
 
Some of the Newman programs that will be displayed in the library include: 

• Short Film project 
• English 
• Creative Arts 
• Mathematics 
• Philosophy 
• PIP 
• Japanese 

 
GEO 2 - Flexible Grouping 
This week we focused on flexible grouping. This is very relevant to our Newman groupings.  
You may find this research interesting: 
 
What is Flexible Grouping? 
Flexible grouping refers to an instructional strategy whereby students are grouped temporarily for a particular 
learning area or topic, according to their assessed ability, readiness, and/or learning needs in relation to a given 
curriculum area or topic. Based on pre-assessment (or a formative assessment task) and knowledge of individual 
student needs, flexible learning groups allow frequent movement of students in and out of groupings according to 
need.  
 
Rationale: Why use Flexible Grouping? 
Flexible grouping responds to these research findings and the professional requirements of the Professional 
Standards for Teachers in that it: 

• has been shown by research to have a positive impact on both gifted and non-gifted learners in regard to 
their attitude to learning content 

• provides opportunity to make more than the usual 1 year’s academic gain over a year of learning 
• allows movement within student groupings depending on the nature of the task, the readiness and identified 

needs of a student 
• substantially improves motivation levels and reduces stress for high ability learners 
• allows opportunity to work with a range of ability levels for different reasons - sometimes with like-ability / 

like-minded peers, other times with mixed ability peers to develop skills in building relationships, make good 
choices in new contexts, or experience other approaches to learning 

o Could be grouped with similar abilities for one task and similar interests but mixed ability for another 
e.g. to utilise strength of others in areas that they are less strong in for a particular purpose such as 
tasks requiring input of an analytical/scientific/mathematical nature coupled with creativity, and 
incorporating some degree of artistic approach to the demonstration of learning in the final product 

• includes options for high challenge groupings that provide significant time with like-minds, and learning that 
o offers different pace, complexity and depth  
o allows opportunity for authentic and effective collaborations 
o focuses on meaning and understanding 
o gives focus to the ‘big ideas’ of learning - the principles and concepts underlying a topic 
o operates just beyond current mastery level 
o utilises compacted curriculum 
o includes acceleration options 

 
  



Flexible Grouping at Our Lady Of Fatima Includes: 
 

Grouping Option Details 

Cluster grouping (ability or 
performance)   

A small group of gifted students work together in an otherwise mixed ability 
classroom. 

Multi-age grouping Gifted students from several grades are brought together as a cluster   

Withdrawal Grouping (ability or 
performance) 

Gifted or top performing students are withdrawn from the regular class for a set 
period of time weekly to engage in enrichment tasks. 

Within class grouping 
(performance) 

Teacher subdivides class into smaller groups according to readiness for unit to 
be taught and differentiates accordingly. 

 
 
Mrs Jo Ford l Newman Coordinator 
 
 
FATHER’S DAY  

 
Our Father’s Day Breakfast and Mass this morning, was a great success.   
 
It was wonderful to celebrate our Fathers, Grandfathers and special male role models from 
our community this morning.  
 

 
 
CANTEEN NEWS 
 
We would like to thank all the parents and staff, for the on-going support you have given the canteen over the years.  
All parents that have Munch Monitor Accounts, the money in these accounts will be refunded on the last day of Term 
3.  It has been a pleasure providing the school with the canteen services over the years, we would like to wish all the 
students and staff all the best in their future endeavours  
 
Kind Regards, 
Total Canteen Solutions Team 

 
WELL BEING NEWS 
 
Peer Support Update 
 
Over the past two week’s Peer Support sessions the children 
have been looking at rights, how we as individuals have rights 
and so do others. Activities that the students participated in 
reinforced the idea that although they may find themselves in 
difficult or awkward positions, they still need to remember to 
do the right thing.  
 
How can you help at home??? 
Discuss with your child a situation you were in that was potentially difficult or awkward and explain the decision you 
made and why it was the right thing to do. 
  
The children also discussed and developed ways to be responsible. The planned activities reinforced the concept 
that being responsible is doing what we say we will do and to the best of our ability. 
 
How can you help at home??? 
This week help develop with your child 2-3 things they can do around the home to show they are responsible ie: feed 
the dog each night, set the table at 6.30pm each day. 
 
 
  



Wellbeing Week 
 

Staff and Mothers at Our Lady of Fatima were spoilt this past week with free access to a local Business-Club W.  
 
This is the world's first women's only lifestyle space providing a wide variety of activities that allow you to improve 
overall health and wellbeing. Some of the services enjoyed over the week included Meditation, Yoga, Barrre, Dance 
and Pilates. The Wellness and Oxygen lounge certainly had a workout!!! 
 
Thank you to the Club W team and management, Our Lady of Fatima staff and Mothers are most appreciative of 
your generosity. 
 
 
Parent Professional Reading 

 
 

Parenting is incredibly fulfilling and the most important ‘job’ any of us will ever do, but it 
can also be demanding, frustrating and exhausting. This article by Dr Jodi Richardson 
shares some insights on looking after ourselves. 
 
How do you show up for your kids, click on the link:     
 
How do you show up for your Kids? – click this link or type the link below 
into your browser 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=9b6bdb58c5&view=att&th=1656970a9a353d0b&attid=0.1&disp=inli
ne&realattid=f_jl7acmsl0&safe=1&zw 
 
 
The Great Book Swap   
 
A reminder that on Wednesday, 5th September our school will be 
holding ‘The Great Book Swap’ to raise money for the Indigenous 
Literacy Foundation.  
 
All students are asked to bring in a book they have from home to 
swap with another book at school. 
 
 
 

Lisa Mann  | WELLBEING 
 
 
  

https://www.clubw.com.au/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=9b6bdb58c5&view=att&th=1656970a9a353d0b&attid=0.1&disp=inline&realattid=f_jl7acmsl0&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=9b6bdb58c5&view=att&th=1656970a9a353d0b&attid=0.1&disp=inline&realattid=f_jl7acmsl0&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=9b6bdb58c5&view=att&th=1656970a9a353d0b&attid=0.1&disp=inline&realattid=f_jl7acmsl0&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=9b6bdb58c5&view=att&th=1656970a9a353d0b&attid=0.1&disp=inline&realattid=f_jl7acmsl0&safe=1&zw


SPORT  NEWS  
 
Oztag Gala Day  
  
On Tuesday, selected students from Year 4, 5 and 6 
competed at the Sutherland Shire Primary Schools 
OzTag Gala Day.  
 
It was a tiring day as students had to compete in four 
games against different schools. The winning team 
from each pool then advanced to the finals, where 
they had to play another two games. Our school was 
represented in each age division in all grand finals, 
which was a fantastic effort.  
 
Congratulations to the junior boys and girls winning their grand finals, and the senior boys and girls 
becoming runners up. It was great to see sportsmanship and teamwork shining from everybody throughout 
the day.  
 

               
 
A huge thank you - to all the parents who volunteered their time to coach a team. The event cannot run 
without your help and it is much appreciated. 
 
Good luck to the students representing our school at the Netball Gala Day next week!  
 
Taylar Puskaric  | SPORT 
 
 
BOOK WEEK 

Author Visit:  David Legge 
 
David Legge has been a professional Illustrator since 1989. David Legge has 
illustrated over seventy books. We were all fortunate to have David Legge come 
visit the students at Our Lady of Fatima during Book Week.  
 
He taught us many different ways to draw, he also showed us the process of 
illustrating a book. He illustrated the well-known book Baby Boom Sticks and he 
showed us a lot of things that not many people notice in the book. We were very 
lucky to interview him; he was very gracious with his time. 
 
Tiana R and Madison S  | YEAR 6 
 

 

 



 

KINDERGARTEN EXCURSION TO THE SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE 
 
The Kindergarten Excursion to the Sydney Opera House to see 
the show, ‘ABC Classic Kids- Music for the Dreaming’ was 
engaging and informative for our Kindergarten students.  
 
The students discovered how sound can tell stories and create 
atmosphere. The compositions were inspired by the seasons 
and the stories were told to us through cultural teachings.  
 
After the show, students were taken on a VIP tour around the 
Sydney Opera House thanks to Mrs Julianne Howell. Thank you 
to all Teacher Aides and Parent Helpers who assisted on the 
day!  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“You have not lived today until you have done something for some-one 

who can never repay you.”- John Bunyan 

 
WAR ON WASTE 
 

In Week 8, Monday 10th September, some of our 
teachers and students will be participating in a Q&A 
webinar hosted by Cleanaway - War on Waste. 
 
The webinar will give teachers and students the 
opportunity to engage authentically in syllabus 
outcomes that relate to Environmental and 
Sustainability, which are explicit in the areas of 
Science and Geography.  
 
The students will have the opportunity to learn about 
waste and recycling and ask questions about it from 
a waste industry expert. We look forward to 

implementing a range of initiatives in Term Four to assist our school to become proactively involved with real world 
issues around Sustainability.  
 
SCHOOL DISCO 
 
*Save the Date* 
SCHOOL DISCO 

 
The school disco will be on Thursday 20th September, 2018. 

The Year six students will be organising the event this year. The theme for this year’s disco is come dressed in 
‘Hawaiian inspired clothes’. A note will be sent home next week with more detail. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
REMINDER - HSC SUPPORT PACKS 
 
Families are invited to write a prayer and a few words of encouragement to show 
support for a student at De La Salle College Cronulla who is sitting for the Higher 
School Certificate this year.  
 
If your family would like to show support for a Year 12 student, then please 
complete the form below and return it to the school office ASAP.                                                                                     
 
A post card and helpful information sheet will be provided. 
 
The _____________________     (family name) family, would really love to show 
support to a Year 12 student sitting the HSC Exams.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 
Please send the student’s name home with ______________________________.  

                                                 (CHILD’S NAME AND CLASS)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 

 

 
 
 

 



Be part of Plenary 2020 
The Australian Catholic Bishops have called a Plenary Council for 2020, at which decisions about the 
future of the Catholic Church in Australia will be discussed and you are invited to participate this dialogue 
with your friends, family or individually. 

So exactly what is Plenary 2020? 

The last time the Catholic Church in Australia held a Plenary Council was in 1937. It has been more than 
80 years since then and much has changed. So, what is the future of the Catholic Church in Australia 
about, what are we called to do? Who are we called to be? How do we need to change? 

The Plenary Council is asking the Catholic community in Australia to listen, to have dialogue and discern 
with one another and be guided by the Holy Spirit about the future, the role and relevance of the church 
today and into the future. 

Does my voice, my experience, sharing my story really matter? 

Yes absolutely. Each one of us is called to respond to Pope Francis’s invitation to become a church of 
faith- filled people who speak boldly, with passion and who listen deeply with an open and humble heart. 

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Parish Caringbah Ambassador, Wendy Macken encourages you all to 
submit your response to speak honestly in responding to the questions asked: 

1. What do you think God is asking us in Australia at this time; 
2. What questions do you have about the future of the church for the Plenary Council to consider in 

2020; and 
3. Do you have a story of your experience of faith or the church you would like to share? 

For further information and submitting your response please visit www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au 

From the resource tab click on blue box at bottom of the page - Have your say - Submit your response 
and follow the prompts  

I thank you for your participation in this renewal stage of the Catholic Church. 

 

Wendy Macken 
Our Lady of Fatima Caringbah 
Parish Ambassador 
 
 
 
 
 
Click on to the school calendar for Important Dates…… 
 

Important Dates 

The 2018 School Calendar can be accessed via the School website:  

Ctrl Click here for OLF School Calendar 

 

 
  

http://www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olf-caringbah/parent-calendar


 
MERIT CERTIFICATE AWARDS   
 

KB Sofia, Audrey 

KG Will,  David, Poppy, Xavier 

KW Eva, Zara 

1B Grace, John, Jayden, Jarrah, Sophie, Ethan 

1G Kieran, Madison, Jesse, 

1W Shelby, Gabrielle 

2B Olivia D, Nixon, Olivia S, Orlando 

2G Ivy, Jordan, Liam, Nicholas 

2W Ella, Lotus, Annabelle, Aleah, Alexander 

3B Cooper, Ziggy, Zara, Ava 

3G Noah, Axel, Eve 

3W Emme, Isabel, Jack, Austin 

4B Christeen, Matisse, Isabella 

4G Cloe, Casey,Evie 

4W Cooper, Evy, Ella, Ashton, Abbey, Jayla 

5B Logan, Jack, Olivia, Sienna 

5G Rory, Renee, Joshua P, Sienna 

5W Taya, Jake 

6B Oliver, Zoe B, Nate, Zoe F 

6G Adrian, Joel  

6W Sienna, Lachlan 

Good Samaritan 
Award 

Olivia (2G) 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
USING INTERNET TECHNOLOGY IN A SAFE AND HEALTHY WAY….. 
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