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Dear Parents and Carers, 

HOLY WEEK 
Holy Week is most definitely a very sacred time of the year, for it is now that we will 

commemorate and remember the last week of Jesus' life on this earth. These are the days 

leading up to the great Easter Feast. The Lenten season of sacrifice and self-denial is about to 

come to an end, but this coming week is extremely important for all Christians. The greatest 

focus of the week is the Passion (suffering) and Resurrection of Jesus Christ and the events that 

led up to it. 

It begins with Palm Sunday, which marks Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem. The central 

feature of the service proper to this day, as it was in the earliest times, is the procession of 

palms. The palms are blessed and are then borne in procession to the church, where an entry is 

made with a certain amount of ceremony, after which the Mass is celebrated. The other 

notable and very ancient feature of the present Palm Sunday service is the reading of the 

Gospel of the Passion by three readers. 

Especially important for Catholics is the Easter Triduum. This is the three days just before 

Easter. On Holy Thursday, we re-enact the Lord's Last Supper, which Jesus shared with His 

apostles on the night He was betrayed and arrested. This is one of the most beautiful liturgies 

of the entire liturgical year. At the Mass, the priest will wash the feet of twelve men, just as 

Jesus did. Also on this night, priests all over the world will renew their sacred vows. This is 

because, at the Last Supper, Jesus not only instituted the Mass (Eucharist) but also the 

ministerial priesthood. 

On Good Friday, the day of the crucifixion and death of our Lord, we have the veneration of the 

Cross. A service is held at three o'clock in the afternoon (the hour He is believed to have died) 

and another later in the evening. We go forward and kiss the Cross in order to show honour 

and respect for Christ's sacrifice for our sake. There is no consecration of the Eucharist on this 

day, and the Communion we receive will be from the night before, which has been reserved in 

the tabernacle. 

Holy Saturday is a vigil. We keep watch for the expectant rising of Our Saviour. Up to this time, 

the gates to heaven were closed and no one could go there because of the original sin of Adam. 

Jesus changed all that. By paying the price for our sins on the Cross, He gained for us our 

eternal salvation, and heaven was opened once more. 

Those who engage themselves wholeheartedly in living the entire paschal cycle (Lent, Triduum 

and Easter's Fifty Days) discover that it can change them forever. This is especially so of the 

Triduum which, standing at the heart of the Easter season, is an intense immersion in the 

fundamental mystery of what it is to be Christian. During these days, we suffer with Christ so 

that we might rise with Him at His glorious Resurrection. Holy Week is a time to clear our 

schedules of unnecessary activities. Our minds and hearts should be fixed on Jesus and what He 

did for us. Let us bear the Cross so that may be worthy of wearing the crown He wore. 

(Grace MacKinnon ‘The Meaning of Holy Week”, March 2003) 

OUR LADY OF FATIMA CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
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  HOLY WEEK 

Lord,  

In Holy Week, when the 

most bitter sufferings of 

Jesus Christ are put 

before us by the liturgy, 

the Church invites us to 

come to Calvary and 

follow in footsteps of the 

divine Redeemer, to carry 

the Cross willingly with 

him, to reproduce in our 

hearts his spirit of 

expiation and atonement, 

and to die together with 

him. 

All-powerful, eternal God, 

you have chosen to give 

mankind a model of 

humility; our Savior took 

on our flesh, and 

subjected himself to the 

Cross. Grant us the grace 

to preserve faithfully the 

lessons he has given us in 

his Passion and to have a 

share in his resurrection.  

This we ask of you 

through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son. 

Amen 

 

389 Port Hacking Road Sth 

Caringbah NSW 2229 

(P O Box 442, 

Caringbah 1495) 

Phone: 9524 9980 

Fax: 9524 0970 
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Attendance Matters 

It is a statutory requirement that children attend school for the full day.   

“Children are expected to attend all school activities, on time.  Regular full day attendance helps your child: 

 Develop skills needed to access the world and its opportunities 

 Learn the importance of punctuality and routine 
 Make and maintain friendships” 

Taken from “Compulsory School attendance – SCS” 

 

Attendance matters, it is important to us as educators and it is important for your children. 

In the coming weeks if you collect your child from the office before the end of the day, you will be given a ‘Quick 

Guide to Attendance’ flyer.  We are sure over time, as awareness around attendance builds, we can work 

together reduce the number of students departing school early for reasons that are not valid. 

God Bless, 

Mrs Karen Lamarre l PRINCIPAL 

 
 
RE NEWS 
 

Sacramental Dates  

Just a reminder that Year Two make their First Reconciliation this year, Year Three make their First Holy 
Communion and Year 6 will be making their Confirmation. 
 
Confirmation  
BBQ and return of Mass Attendance Card - Sun,  3rd May  5:30pm 
Retreat Day     - Friday, 18th May  
Confirmation     - Sunday,  20th May  12:00pm and 3:00pm 
 
First Holy Communion  
First Holy Communion Info session  - Sunday,  4th March  4:00pm 
BBQ and return of Mass Attendance Card -  Sunday,  5th August  5:30pm 
Retreat Day     - Friday,  10th August 
First Holy Communion   - Sunday,  12th August  12:00pm and 3:00pm 
 
First Reconciliation  
First Reconciliation Info session  - Sunday,  3rd June  
BBQ and return of Mass Attendance Card -  Sunday,  4th November 5:30pm 
Retreat Day     - Friday,  9th November 
First Reconciliation    - Tuesday  13thNovember  4:00pm and 6:00pm 
 

2017 Year 6 Student St Vincent De Paul Donation 

The students from Year 6 – 2017, have donated the extra funds that were raised for their Graduation 
Dinner. They managed to donate $180 to the St Vincent De Paul Society. As families of the Caringbah 
community they hope the money helps in even just a little way. 
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Stations of the Cross 

There will be a re-enactment of the Stations of the Cross on Thursday 29th March at 9:30am by Year 5. 
This will be an opportunity for our community to walk in the steps of Jesus before the conclusion of his 
life on earth and reflect on the importance of this event. Parents and friends are very welcome. 
 
Year 5- Save the date 
Year 5 students will be making their Confirmation in 2019. The information session for this sacrament 
will be held on Sunday 25th November at 4:00pm.  
 

Holy Week  

In Holy Week, we honour the pinnacle of the Catholic faith, when Jesus rose from the dead as part of 
God's salvific plan for humanity. This is bigger than Christmas. It's a reminder of His infinite mercy for us, 
and a time in which we grow closer to Him in love. 

 
Ms Liz O’Brien  l  RELIGIOUS COORDINATOR 

 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEWS 
 
NAPLAN 2018              

Year Three and Year Five will sit the NAPLAN Test from Tuesday 15th May to Thursday17th May. NAPLAN is an 

annual assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. It is the measure through which governments; education 

authorities, schools and the community can determine whether or not young Australians are meeting important 

educational outcomes in Literacy and Numeracy.  

NAPLAN tests the sorts of skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and life, such as 

reading, writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation, and numeracy. The tests reflect state and territory curricula 

via the Statements of learning for English and the Statements of learning for Mathematics.  

Teachers at Our Lady of Fatima ensure that students are familiar with the test formats and provide appropriate 

support and guidance leading up to the test dates. Excessive preparation is not useful and can lead to 

unnecessary anxiety. If you have any questions about your child's preparation for NAPLAN, you are encouraged to 

make a time to speak with their teacher.  

Please access the website in regards to further information about NAPLAN 2018.  

http://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-2018-information-brochure-for-

parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=2. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*Please see NAPLAN Key Dates 

 

http://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-2018-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-2018-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=2
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NAPLAN Key Dates 

 Tuesday 15th May  

2018 

Wednesday 16th May 

2018 

Thursday 17th May 2018 

YEAR 3 Language Conventions  

40 minutes 

Writing  40 minutes 

Reading 45 minutes Numeracy 45 minutes 

YEAR 5 Language Conventions 40 

minutes 

Writing 40 minutes 

Reading 50 minutes Numeracy 50 minutes 

 
NOTE:  There will be a Naplan parent information session on Tuesday, 1st May commencing at 2.30pm  
in the school library. 
 

Year Six Graduation 

There will a Year Six Graduation meeting on Tuesday 27th March commencing at 

2.30 pm in the school library. The purpose of this meeting is to elect a committee 

and set up organisational procedures to assist with the Graduation event at the 

conclusion of the school year.  

Mrs Louise GORDON  l Assistant Principal 

NEWMAN NEWS  

ICAS 2018 
The children who have been enrolled by their parents in the ICAS Assessments are to arrive at school at 7.50. The 
main student entry will be open from 7.45. The students will be supervised in a classroom. At the conclusion of 
the test they will join their class for the remainder of the day. The decision was made to conduct the tests prior to 
the commencement of the school day so to eliminate disruptions and maximise learning time for all students. 
 

2018 Dates  
  

ICAS Subject  ICAS Sitting Date Years 

Digital Technologies Tuesday, 8th May 2018 3-6 * 

Science Tuesday, 29th May 2018 2-6 

Spelling Wednesday, 13th June 2018 2-6 

Writing Thursday, 14 June 2018  3-6 * 

English Tuesday, 31 July 2018 2-6 

Mathematics Tuesday, 14 August 2018 2-6 

*Not YEAR 2 
 

 Enrolments are now closed 
  



 Issue  4 23
rd
 March, 2018 

 

Holiday Workshops 

 
The University Technology Sydney (UTS) is again running a series of exciting as well as educational workshops 
targeting primary and early secondary school aged students in the April school holidays. 
The program is called Bright Futures and offers a unique combination of eye-opening experiences based around 
subjects studied at UTS including Architecture, Communications, Creativity, Engineering and Technology. 
  
 

2018 April workshops 
  
16 – 19 April 

 Monday 16 April –  Puppeteering Workshop: Socks, Rocks and Other Talking Objects 
 Tuesday 17 April –  Communication Workshop: Inside Outside 
 Wednesday 18 April – Engineering Workshop: RocketLab 
 Thursday 19 April – Architecture Workshop: Designing, Creating and Constructing 

 

Mrs Joanne Ford  l NEWMAN CO-ORDINATOR 

 

SPORT NEWS 
 

OLF Cross Country Trials 

The OLF School Cross Country Trial Nomination Form has officially CLOSED.  
Your child's teacher has a copy of the list of competitors. There is also a list of the competitors near the 
school library.  
 
If you haven't logged your child online and they would like to compete, please send a letter in writing to 
Miss Melissa Flynn by the end of Week 9. The written permission must include: 
 
Your Child's name: 
Date of Birth: 
Age they are turning this year, 2018: 
Gender: 
Parent signature: 
 
Thank you for your assistance, 
 
 
 

Endeavour Netball 

On Wednesday, 28th of February Keilana, Kayla, Matilda, Breelle, 
Kiri, Bella and Caprice trialled to be selected in the Endeavour 
Netball team. The girls are to be commended for their fantastic 
skill, athleticism and sportsmanship as they competed against 
girls from other Sutherland Shire Catholic schools. 
Congratulations to Keilana, Kayla, Matilda and Kiri who were 
selected in the Endeavour team to compete on Monday 12th of 
March at Homebush for the Sydney team.  
 
Miss Tozer and Mrs Govers  l NETBALL 

https://www.uts.edu.au/research-and-teaching/our-research/international-research-centre-youth-futures/what-we-do/programs-1
https://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/2018-03/Apr_16.pdf
https://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/2018-03/Apr_17.pdf
https://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/2018-03/Apr_18.pdf
https://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/2018-03/Apr_19.pdf
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Endeavour Touch Football 

On Thursday 8th March Oliver R, Archie, Logan, Lucas, Kai, Tameika, Ella, 
Sienna H, Sienna G, Annaliese, Maisy and Breelle trialled to be selected in 
the Endeavour Touch Football team. All students are to be commended for 
their efforts in what was a long trial, they were a force to be reckoned with 
on and off the field. Both boys and girls displayed great sportsmanship, 
unbelievable skill and such enthusiasm to the game of touch football. 
Congratulations Oliver, Archie, Logan and Ella who were selected for the 
Endeavour team. We look forward to following your progress throughout 
the upcoming trials. 
 

Miss Tozer and Mrs Pisani  l TOUCH FOOTBALL 

 

Sydney Rugby League Trials 

On Wednesday, ten of our very talented athletes attended the Sydney Rugby 
League Trials from Year 5 and 6. The competition was fierce as the boys played 
their best for a spot in the Sydney Rugby League team. We are all so proud of 
their efforts, strength, determination and sportsmanship. All of Fatima would like 
to congratulate Will S, Archie R, Kobe S, Oliver L, Jonah V and Logan T on being 
successful in their selection for the Sydney team. This is a huge achievement. We 
wish them the best of luck in the MacKillop trials in May! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Regional Swimming Carnival 

Last week we had many students attend the Regional Swimming Carnival. There was lots of Fatima 
cheer when more records were broken as our swim team dominated in the water in both the relays and 
individual events. All of our relay teams displayed teamwork in their first place wins as the individual 
events showed strength and style in their strokes. We wish all the students the best of luck at the next 
level! 
 
Keep enjoying your sport! 
 
Miss Melissa Flynn  l SPORT 
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PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 2018 
 

The PRC for 2018 is underway  

Students in Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 will be participating in the Challenge as a 

class group.   

Students in Years 3 - 6 will participate as individuals; they will be entering the books 

they read onto the PRC website.  Your child will be given his/her login details by their 

class teacher.   

For more information about the challenge you can visit the PRC website at this link.  

 

 
 
HARMONY DAY 
 

Some pictures from our Kinder Blue classroom celebrating Harmony Day at OLF. 
 

   
 

 
NOTES FROM THE OFFICE 
 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 

 
Please be aware when purchasing items from the uniform shop that they 
may not be able to change large denominations, so the correct money is 
appreciated.   
 
 

 
CLAUDINES SCHOOLWEAR 

 
Claudine’s Schoolwear will be having a Winter Uniform Sale – 10% off Store wide. 
(23 President Ave, Caringbah).  26th March 2018 – 21st April 2018. 
 

 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html
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Coles Schools for Sport  

This year our school is participating in the Coles Schools for Sport program.  
 

This means for every $10 you spend at Coles you receive one voucher. The more vouchers 
we collect, the more money we raise to spend on new sports equipment.  
 

There is a box located at Coles Caringbah and in the student entry of the office.  
 Tell your family and friends to collect vouchers to help out our school.  

 

   Thank you and happy shopping. 
 

Miss Taylar Puskaric  l PDHPE Teacher 

 

Important Dates 
 

The 2018 School Calendar can be accessed via the School website:  

Ctrl Click here for OLF School Calendar 

 

 

Merit Certificate Awards 
 

KB Audrey P, Jack W, Emma B, Hendrix 

KG Will, Luke, Milla, Brooklyn 

KW Sienna, Oscar, Isabella, Chloe 

1B Evie, Samuel, Olive 

1G Elodie, Olive, Harrison, Daniel 

1W Felicity, River 

2B Sienna B, Olivia, Xavier, Jaxon  

2G  Ivy, Joshua, Sienna and  Scarlett 

2W Jake, Kyle, Maria, Sophie 

3B Eva, Ziggy, Ben, Zara 

3G Grace, Cooper, Ava, Levi 

3W Marshall, Amber 

4B Miley, Emily, Isabella,  Matthew 

4G Casey, Marcus, Eva, Luka 

4W Lincoln, Jayla 

5B Jack D, Tali 

5G Rex, Joshua P, Zahli, Millie 

5W Ethan, Kahlea, Riley, Hannah, Harrison 

6B Blake, Summer 

6G Mitchell, Madison 

6W Toby Bacon, Stephen, Eliza, Zara 

https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olf-caringbah/parent-calendar
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Catholic Schools Week 
Teacher vs Student Handball Challenge! 

 
Last week saw a Teacher vs Student Handball Challenge at recess as part of Wellbeing Week.  

Years 2-6 participated in what was a fun and exciting experience!  

 
 





In the event that issues regarding the child’s attendance are 
not addressed by the previous processes, then some other 
processes are available.

APPLICATIONS TO THE CHILDREN’S COURT 
FOR A COMPULSORY SCHOOLING ORDER 

Legal compliance can be sought through an application to the 
Children’s Court for a Compulsory Schooling Order. The aim is 
to assist a family and/or child to address the issues which are 
preventing satisfactory school attendance. This has the added 
enforcement of a court’s powers. 

PROSECUTION IN THE LOCAL COURT 

If all attempts by schools and staff at Sydney Catholic Schools 
fail to improve a student’s attendance, action can be taken in 
the Local Court and the result can be fines up to a maximum 
of $11,000. 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

Holiday/travel leave
Parents should use the school holidays for travel and holidays.  
Requests for holiday/travel leave may be declined by the principal 
if it is not in the best interests of the student’s educational and 
social participation. There may be implications for the child’s 
academic progress and/or class placement upon return.

Further information
Further information can be obtained from the following 
websites.

Policy and information (Catholic Education Commission) 
http://goo.gl/2TiggO

The school leaving age (NSW Department of Education)
http://goo.gl/9on4ks

The information in this brochure has been 
provided to all NSW schools. It arises out of 
amendments to the Education Act 1990.

38 Renwick Street, PO Box 217, Leichhardt NSW 2040
Phone: (02) 9569 6111 
www.sydcatholicschools.nsw.edu.au

Licensed under NEALS • October 2017 • PN 7034

compulsory 
school attendance
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The compulsory years of 
schooling 
Did you know that if a student misses as little 
as eight days in each school term, by the end 
of primary school the student will have missed 
over a year of education? 

In New South Wales, all children from six years of age are legally 
required to attend school or be registered for home schooling. 
After they complete Year 10 and until they turn 17 years of age, 
students. They may also be in: 

+ full-time further education and training (eg TAFE, 
traineeship, apprenticeship) 

+ full-time, paid employment of an average of 25 hours  
per week 

+ a combination of both of the above. 

Children are expected to attend all school activities, on time. 
Regular attendance helps your child: 

+ develop the skills needed to access the world of work and 
other opportunities 

+ learn the importance of punctuality and routine 

+ make and keep friendships. 

When absences are unexplained by parents, or the 
explanations are not accepted by the principal, the school 
will work with parents to help address the issue. The main 
aim is to sort out what is preventing the child from getting 
to school and to put strategies in place to help. Sometimes 
the school will ask support staff and other agencies to 
assist.

What might happen if my 
child continues to have 
unacceptable absences? 
It is important to understand that the NSW Department 
of Education may take further action where children 
of compulsory school age have recurring numbers of 
unexplained or unacceptable absences from school.  
Some of the following actions may be undertaken: 

ATTENDANCE MEETINGS AND COMPULSORY 
ATTENDANCE CONFERENCES

Parents (and sometimes their child) can be asked to go to a 
meeting with school personnel and Sydney Catholic Schools 
(SCS) regional personnel. The aim of the meeting is to help 
identify strategies to support the child and family. Other 
agencies may also be invited along to help, if parents agree.

If the school and SCS regional personnel have tried to 
help improve a child’s attendance, without success, 
parents (and sometimes their child) can be asked to go 
to a compulsory attendance conference. The conference 
will be run by a trained conference convenor. The aim of 
the conference is for the school, parents (and sometimes 
their child) and other identified agencies (‘the parties’) to 
further identify the issues which are impacting on a child’s 
attendance.

The outcome of a compulsory attendance conference is for 
the parties to agree to undertake certain actions to improve 
the child’s attendance. These actions are written in the 
form of undertakings. 

What if my child has to be 
away from school? 
If your child has to be absent from school, you must tell  
the school and provide a reason for your child’s absence.  
To explain an absence parents and carers may be required to:

+ send a note to the school, or contact the school via 
electronic means such as SMS text message, fax or email 

+ telephone the school 

+ visit the school. 

The school will inform you of the required procedures for 
contacting the school.

A small number of absences may be accepted by the principal. 
For example, if your child:

+ has to go to a special religious ceremony 

+ is required to attend to a serious and/or urgent family 
situation (e.g. a funeral) 

+ is too sick to go to school or has an infectious illness. 

If you consider that it is in your child’s best interests to be 
exempted from the legal requirement to attend school for 
any length of time, you must apply to the principal for an 
exemption. The school will provide you with an Application 
for Exemption from Attendance at School and assist you 
to complete it. The principal will consider your application 
and decide whether to grant a Certificate of Exemption from 
Attendance at School.

What are school principals 
responsible for? 
Principals help to ensure the safety, welfare and wellbeing 
of your child and have to keep accurate records of student 
attendance and the reasons for any absences. Principals 
are responsible for accepting or not accepting a parent’s 
explanations for their child’s absences. Principals may request 
further information from parents for long or frequent absences, 
even where they are explained by parents as being due to 
illness.

continued over/…
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Autumn Care Program   2018 
7:30am-5:30pm	Weekdays	

Mon	16th	April	 Tues	17th	April	 Wed	18th	April	 Thu	19th	April	 Fri	20th	April	

Cooking	Day	
	

	

Got	Game	Gymnastics	
and	Water	Games	

At	Playzone	
Bring	swimmers/towel	

Inflatable	World	

	
Miranda	

Games,	wheels	and	Tech	
(Can	bring	scooters)		

Movies	Cronulla	cinemas	

Sherlock	Gnomes	

+	$	5	 +	$	8	 +$	10	 																								 +$5	

Mon	23rd	April	 Tues	24th	April	 Wed	25th	April	 Thu	26th	April	 Fri	27th	April	

Craft	and	bring	your	own	
wheels	

					GAME	GYMNASTICS	

Got	Game-multi	sports	 		
	
	

Closed	ANZAC	DAY	
	

Lazer	Tag	and	Lollipop	
Playland	Menai	

	

Kindifarm	animal	petting	zoo	

		
	 																						+	$	8	 																								 																							+$10	 							+$8	

Things	to	Bring	Every	Day:	
•	Your	own	lunch/snacks,	unless	indicated	on	the	program				•	Your	own	named	water	bottle	

•	A	spare	change	of	clothing	(to	be	left	in	bag)	

Continuous	Daily	Activities:	
•	Art	&	Crafts			•	Indoor	Activities		•	Chill	Out	Time			

•	Cooking				•	Outdoor	Sporting	Activities	

Cost	$60	per	child/day	-	before	Child	Care	Benefit	(CCB)	and/or	Child	Care	Rebate	(CCR).		
To	secure	your	child/s	position	on	any	day	of	vacation	care,	please	contact	Marie	via	email	at	playzoneooshc@gmail.com		or	0428	049	780.	

For	more	information	on	Play	Zone	OOSHC,	please	visit:	playzone.net.au	
48	hours	notice	for	all	cancellations	is	required	during	vacation	care	or	full	fees	apply.	
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