
                                      
  
 

 
 
 

 

 
Our Lady of Fatima 
How lucky we are…. 

 

Our Principal asked us why we feel lucky to be a part of the Fatima 
family, we responded with just a few of the reasons below.  

 
We hope you enjoy the read. 

Sienna G, Sienna H, Tia K, Cooper W, Tommy F, Koby C the Year 6 students 

 
At Our Lady of Fatima, we all are very grateful for all that we have and what the 
teachers have provided us with. Our teachers are all dedicated and love what they 
do, which makes us love learning. All students are encouraged and acknowledged 
for their gifts. We all have different skills and strengths and we learn in a Safe and 
Respectful environment where positive behaviour is celebrated. 
 
We are lucky to have 2 Parish Priests, Father Julian and Father Mate. We really like 
listening to their Homily during the Mass.(Father Julian always has a funny story to 
tell us.) We also like it when they come to visit our classroom and  share their faith 
with us. 
 

We have an exceptional array of opportunities 
throughout the school for leadership roles, 
including Colour Captains, Vice Captains, School 
Captains, SRC and different Leadership Groups. 
Every Year 6 student is also assigned a leadership 

role and meet throughout the term to make our school the best. Kindergarten to 
Year 6 has an SRC system (Student Representative Council) whereby one boy and 
one girl are assigned to be leaders of the class and be role models to the rest of the 
school.  
 
Awards that can be received and given out to students are; the Principal award, 
leadership, merit certificate and the mercy card which will be explained in further 
notice. These awards are given out due to positive behaviour and note a student 
doing the right thing and helping others in our school environment. 
 
During our time at OLF all students have experienced fantastic incursions and 
excursions relating to Key Learning Areas for that term. These incursions and 
excursions help us to be intrigued and help us understand what we are learning. 
 
Through the school years, some gifted students will have the chance to participate 
in our Newman classes. We offer a wide arrange of subjects including English, 
Maths, Science, Japanese, Art and Religion. We have these Newman classes to cater 
to the diverse needs of students at OLF.  
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PRAYER 
 
God of goodness and 
mercy, 
 
Hear my prayer as I 
begin this Lenten 
journey with you. Let 
me be honest with 
myself as I look into 
my heart and soul, 
noticing the times I 
turn away from you. 
Guide me as I humbly 
seek to repent and 
return to your love. 
 
 
May humility guide 
my efforts to be 
reconciled with you 
and live forever in 
your abundant grace.  
Transform me this 
Lent, heavenly 
Father. Give me the 
strength to commit 
myself to grow closer 
to you each day. 
 
Amen. 
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Students at OLF can participate in a vast selection of Sports. The 
Endeavour trials, Gala days, Swimming and Athletics Carnivals are 
some of the favourites.  
 
SPBL- (School Wide Positive Behaviour for Learning) is a framework 
that acknowledges students positive behaviour.  We are passionate 
about this and have a message stamped into the ground at all 
entrances. This reminds us each day we enter the site that we are 
safe, respectful learners. Mercy cards are a big part of our school 
community.   
 
The mercy card system has standards such as gold, silver and bronze. Students receive mercy cards to 
reward good behaviour and there are great rewards like certificates and lunch with the Principal, (and the 
Principal really knows how to spoil us!)  
 
We also participate in the Inter School Debating competition. Senior students have the opportunity to give, 
be active and meet challenges and make new friends.  
 
At our school, we have a Peer Support Program that brings the school together and allows mixed age groups 
of students to learn about friendship and resilience in a safe and comfortable environment. This system 
helps to enhance our social skills. 
 

We are committed to helping those in our Community who are in need. Some of 
our fundraiser's support are St Vincent De Paul, Project Compassion and Minnie 
Vinnies.  
 
Last year some of our students introduced Buddy Benches on our playground. 
These are brightly coloured and are for those students who may be lonely and 
who need a friend. If any student sees someone on that chair they know to go 

and invite them to play or help them find someone to play with. 
 
As the leaders of the school, we have a great chance to look after the new students who enter our school. 
We become Buddies and our role is to set a good example and to lead the kindergarten students through the 
year. We enjoy Buddy lunches and meet each term to work on a task together. 
 
We have an aviary and students learn responsibility in caring for animals. This was another initiative of 
students last year. We have a vegetable garden and produce fresh vegies for Jo our amazing canteen lady. 
The environmental team looks after this project. 
 
Classrooms and our Library are filled with the latest technology such as iPads, 
Computers, Smart Boards and Elmo cameras. Our playground has many 
spaces to play, including the Oval where we can run freely.  
 
As you can see, we are all very grateful and proud to be part of a school that 
offers us so much.  We all love going to this school where we all feel like part 
of the Fatima Family. 
 
Sienna G, Sienna H, Tia K, Cooper W, Tommy F, Koby C l YEAR 6 STUDENTS 
 
  



 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 
NAPLAN 2019 
 
In May 2019 (14th - 16th May) the National 
Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) will be completed by students in Years 3, 5, 
7 and 9. NAPLAN has the support of all State and 
Territory Education Ministers and will assess the 
literacy and numeracy skills of students across 
Australian schools. 
 
The results of the tests will provide important 
information to schools about what each student can do, and will be used to support teaching and learning 
programs. Parents will receive a report indicating their child’s level of achievement. Each student’s level of 
achievement will be reported against the national minimum standard. 
 
Student background information (student name, gender, date of birth, language background and 
Aboriginality) will be collected as part of the National Assessment Program. This information is treated 
confidentially and held securely to ensure that every student’s right to privacy is maintained. A parent 
information session will be held early Term Two to outline NAPLAN test procedures. 
Practice test examples are available at the following website: http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/the-tests 
                      
 
 

NAPLAN timetable 2019 
 

Year Tuesday 14 May Wednesday 15 May Thursday 16 May 

Year 3 Language conventions: 45 minutes 
Writing: 40 minutes 

Reading: 45 minutes Numeracy: 45 minutes 

Year 5 Language conventions: 45 minutes 
Writing: 40 minutes 

Reading: 50 minutes Numeracy: 50 minutes 

 
 
  

http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/the-tests


 
Science and Technology Syllabus 2019 
 

This year our school is implementing the revised Science and Technology 
Syllabus. 
 
Science and Technology K–6 develops students’ curiosity about natural 
phenomena and the built environment. It provides students with the 
opportunity to develop a sense of achievement by using the practical 
application of knowledge in the development of solutions. The skills and 
capabilities developed through the study of Science and Technology 
provide students with opportunities for skill development and a strong 
foundation for learning across the K–10 curriculum. 
 
The skills of Working Scientifically, and Design implemented in teaching 
programs K- Year 6, enable students to develop and consolidate their 
knowledge and understanding of Science and Technology. 
 

Students develop skills to plan, organise and monitor activities and processes as they engage in inquiry 
learning tasks. Students are taught to plan for the sustainable use of resources and identify the benefits and 
potential risks of solutions.  
                                                    
 
Student Attendance  
 
All student absences must be followed by an explanation from parents 
within one week of the absence.  This can be completed using our school 
web based system – COMPASS. If an explanation is not received within 
that time, the absence will automatically be recorded as an 
unexplained/unacceptable absence.  

Children who arrive at school after 8.55am must report to the office before 
going to class where a late note will be issued stating the reason for the partial absence. 
 
Parents are reminded that if your child will be on leave for more than 10 school days an ‘Application for 
Leave form/Application for Extended Leave –Travel form’ at least three school days before the absence 
needs to be completed. It is a legal requirement that a principal must grant an exemption from attendance 
prior to such leave being taken. ‘Application for Exemption’ forms are available at the school office. If an 
exemption certificate is not provided to the parent by the school before the absence, the absence will be 
recorded as unexplained/unacceptable. Please contact the school office if you have any queries. 

 

  



Attendance - Adding notes in COMPASS 
 
Please access the links below to view instructions in relation to accessing many of the COMPASS features 
including documenting student absence. 
  
Adding an explanation to a Past Absence (duration - 1 minute 58 seconds)  
          https://drive.google.com/file/d/0By_Od26OXYhBU1lpZnoxNUZaaTg/view?usp=sharing 
  
 Adding an explanation to a Future Absence (duration - 1 minute 16 seconds) 
          https://drive.google.com/file/d/0By_Od26OXYhBSEd3UFJkZldQekk/view?usp=sharing 
 
Further information in regards to Sydney Catholic Schools ‘Student Attendance’ requirements can be 
accessed at the following website - Sydney Catholic Schools Student Attendance 
 
                                      
Mrs Louise Gordon l ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0By_Od26OXYhBU1lpZnoxNUZaaTg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0By_Od26OXYhBSEd3UFJkZldQekk/view?usp=sharing
https://a01c867a-a-9516f2f5-s-sites.googlegroups.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/sydney-catholic-schools-policies/brochure-compulsory-student-attendance-2


 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Lent  
Lent is the six week period leading up to Easter.  It’s one of the most important times of year for many 
Christians around the world, particularly those within the Anglican, Catholic and Orthodox traditions, held at 
a similar level of importance to Advent – the build up to Christmas. 
 
While Advent is a celebration and a time of great anticipation, Lent is more frequently seen as a time of 
solemn observance and preparation for the celebration of the death and resurrection of Jesus at Easter.  
 
From its start on Ash Wednesday until its conclusion on Easter Sunday, Lent has been a traditional time for 
fasting or giving something up or abstinence. Just as we carefully prepare for events in our personal lives, as 
a wedding, or birthday; a commencement Lent invites us to make our minds and hearts ready for 
remembering Jesus’ life, death and body resurrection. 
 
Because Lent follows the liturgical calendar, the exact date that Lent falls each year changes.  
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which is always held 46 days (40 fasting days and 6 Sundays) before Easter 
Sunday. Ash Wednesday is the day after Shrove Tuesday, which in the UK is more commonly known as 
Pancake Day. 
 
These days, Christians around the world observe Lent in many ways. Many from more orthodox and 
traditional denominations will still observe the fast strictly, beginning with the wearing of ashes on Ash 
Wednesday and abstinence of meat, fish, eggs and fats until Easter Sunday. 
 
Others will choose to give up just one item for Lent, more commonly a ‘luxury’ such as chocolate, meat or 
alcohol. It is also becoming increasingly common for people to give up other things in order to refocus their 
faith during this time; such as watching TV, going to the gym, even social media. 
 
Many Christians also use Lent to study their Bibles and pray more intensively, making use of the many 
devotional books and courses now available to. 
 
 

 
Sacrament of First Holy Communion (Year 3)  - Sunday, 8th September, 2019 

Sacrament of First Reconciliation (Year 2) - Tuesday 19th November 2019 
 

 
 
Ms Liz O'Brien l RELIGION COORDINATOR 
  



 

Special Masses and Celebrations for 2019  

Term Two 

Anzac Day Service – Tuesday, 30th April at 10:00am (Year 5 organising) 
Mother’s Day Mass – Friday, 10th May at 9:15am (Year 4 organising) 

Our Lady of Fatima Feast Day Mass – Monday, 13th May at 9:15 am (Year 1 organising) 
Mary Help of Christians Feast Day – Friday, 24th May at 9:15am (Kindergarten organising) 

 
Weekend Family Masses 

Year 6 Family Mass - Sunday, 5th May at 9:30am 
Year 3 Family Mass – Sunday, 26th May at 9:30am 

 
Term Three 

St Mary of the Cross – Thursday, 8th August at 9:15am (Year 2 organising) 
Feast of the Assumption – Thursday, 15th August at 10:30am (Kindergarten organising) 

Father’s Day – Friday, 30th August at 9:15am (Year 4 organising) 
Grandparents Day – Thursday, 26th September at 9:15am (Year One organising) 

 
Weekend Family Masses 

Year 2 Family Mass – Sunday, 11th August at 9:30am 
Year 4 Family Mass – Sunday, 15th at 9:30am 

 
Term 4 

All Saints Day Friday - 1st November at 9:15am (Organised by Year 5) 
Remembrance Day Service – Monday, 11th November at 11:00am (Organised by Year 4)  

Immaculate Conception and 
Thanksgiving Mass – Monday, 9th December 9:45am (Organised by Kindergarten) 

Thanksgiving Mass and Year 6 Graduation – Friday, 13th December at 12:00pm (Organised by Year 6) 
 

Weekend Family Masses 
Year 5 Family Mass – Sunday, 10th November at 9:30am 

 
First Holy Communion 

Information session – Wednesday, 6th March at 6:00pm 
Hand in card and BBQ - Sunday, 1st September at 5:30pm 

Retreat Day – Friday, 6th September 
Sacrament – 8th September 12:00pm and 3:00pm 

 
First Reconciliation 

Information session – Wednesday, 5th June at 6:00pm 
Hand in card and BBQ – Sunday, 10th November at 5:30 Mass 

Retreat Day – Friday, 15th November 
Sacrament – Tuesday, 19th November 4:00pm and 6:00pm 

 
Confirmation Information Session for 2020 

Wednesday, 13th November at 6:00pm 
 

 
 
  



 
 
 
NEWMAN NEWS 
 

Creative Minds 

The ‘Creative Minds’ project is a new initiative that 
incorporates Japanese Online, Stem, visual art ,dance, 
song and film making programs, providing 

opportunities for creatively gifted students. 
 
The song writing program is presently operating for a number of 
students who have demonstrated talents in the music domain. Mentors 
from CaSPA (Catholic Schools Performing Arts) are assisting the 
students in their musical compositions. The students are using their 
writing skills (haiku) to create then translate words into Japanese to 
compose lyrics. 
 
The Visual Art students are designing art work to accompany the lyrics 
whilst the film making students are telling the haiku story through film. 
Digital technologies assist the students with programs as Garageband 
and iMovie. This will be showcased at our Newman Symposium in Term 
2, Thursday 13th June at 12pm.   
 

Autumn Haiku - Logan 
It goes leaf by leaf, 
Falling off the rain shock trees,  
The Blossoms retrieved. 
 
Falling sika deer, 
Now you should know Autumn’s here, 
Falling once every year. 
 
Japanese Translation 
Happi i niku, 
Ame no shōgeki no ki kara ochiru,  
Toridasa reta hana. 
 
Rakka nihonjika, 
ma, anata wa aki no koko o shitte iru hazudesu, 
Maitoshi 1-kai ochiru. 
 
 

Mrs Jo Ford l NEWMAN PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
 
 
  



FAMILY EDUCATOR NEWS 
 
 
Biscuits & Chocolate Bars Lenten Appeal for Vinnies 
 
Thank you to all those who "gave up" a favourite packet of biscuits or chocolate 
for the St Vincent de Paul "Give Up - Give Out - Give In" appeal.  These item were 
collected on Thursday 7th March by a representative of St Vincent de Paul for 
distribution via the Vinnies Brekkie Van and Vinnies Night Patrol Services. 
 
Our Fatima families are always so generous and you again all rose to the occasion…..many thanks! 
 
Mrs Tracey Bowler l FAMILY EDUCATOR 
 
 
 
WELLBEING NEWS 
 
We hope you enjoyed Sabbath Week.  Wellbeing means 'feeling good' and 'functioning well - both physically 
and emotionally.  Our challenge is to ensure we look after our wellbeing every day. Here are some activities 
to help nurture your own personal wellbeing.  Take time to breathe, refresh and re-energise. 
 

 
 
 
Mrs Lisa Mann l WELLBEING COORDINATOR 
  



 
 
LITERACY NEWS 
 
Executive Function 
 
What is Executive Function? 
 
Executive Functions are skills for life and learning.  
 
The three main components are: 

• Working memory 
• Inhibitory control 
• Mental flexibility 

 
Executive function is responsible for a number of skills including: 

• Impulse control - this helps students maintain their focus on a task until it is complete. 
• Emotional control - this assists students in regulating their emotions. 
• Flexible thinking - this allows students to adjust to the unexpected and adapt to changes in their 

environment. 
• Self monitoring - children are able to evaluate how they’re doing. 
• Organisation - this allows students to keep their work area orderly, begin a task and know what is 

needed for a task. 
• Task Initiation - this is about starting tasks and staying focused on them. 
• Planning and prioritising - this assists students to decide on a goal and create a plan to meet that 

goal.  
 
Please click on the link below for a deeper understanding of Executive function in the school environment.  
                                                   
 Executive Function: Skills for Life and Learning 
 
 
Miss Melissa Flynn l LITERACY COORDINATOR 
 
 

SPORT NEWS 
 
Endeavour Netball Trials 

On Friday 15th February, Lily, Olivia, Ella, Sophie, Jade (Year 6) and Matilda (Year 5) 
attended the Endeavour Netball Trials. The girls competed at a high level and displayed 
skill, speed and sportsmanship.  
 
Matilda, Lily and Jade were selected in the Endeavour Netball team and will compete at 
the Sydney trial later in the term. Congratulations Girls! 
 
Miss Chloe Tozer 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=327&v=efCq_vHUMqs


 
MORE SPORT NEWS 
 
Endeavour Rugby League Trials 
 
Congratulations to Harrison C, Logan T, 
Jackson T, Bede E, Tommy F, Daniel G, 
Tahu V and Liam C at the recent 
Endeavour Rugby League trial.  
 
These boys impressed the selectors with 
their agility and skill on the football field. It 
is fantastic to see so many students 
progressing through to the Sydney trial.  
 
All of Fatima are wishing you the best 
of luck!  
 
Miss Melissa Flynn 
 
 
 
NOTES FROM THE OFFICE 

 

UNIFORM SHOP CLEARANCE SALE - Tuesday, 19th March 2019 

A  clearance sale of second hand uniform items will be held on Tuesday 19th March 
from 2.30 to 3.30pm. 
 
The sale will be held in the Library. 
 

All items will be 50% off the usual price eg boys summer shirts $2.00, girls winter tunics $4.00, jackets 
$5.00.   Come along and grab a bargain as well as reduce our waste by reusing.  
 
 If any parent can assist with setting up for the sale, please email the office with your mobile number. 
 
 
MERCY LIBRARY - NEEDS YOUR HELP 
The Library has many books that need to be covered with contact.  If you can assist, please email the office 
and Mrs Julie Howell will contact you to make arrangements to get the books to you.  

Usually you can pick up a bag of books from the office and return them when they are covered. We supply 
the contact and you can take the books home to cover. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Important Dates 

The 2019 School Calendar can be accessed via the School website:  

Ctrl Click here for OLF School Calendar 

 
 
MERIT CERTIFICATE AWARDS   
 
 

KB Georgie, Jacob, Oliver 
KG Lara, Reed, William, Safari, Avery 
1B Cooper, Ava, Piper, Locke 
1W Taylar, Sienna, Alexander, Chloe 
2B Harry, Sienna, Jayden, Daniel 
2W Zac, Ruby, Tyler, Madison 
3B Dane, Nixon, Blair, Elsie 

3G Hugo, Monet, Ella, Nicholas, Emma,  
Alejandra, Chloe, Luca 

3W Gabriella, Sienna, Finn, Ellie 
4B Lachlan C, Kate, Grace G 
4G Taylor, Archie 
4W James, Jack, Emme, Lauren 

  

https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/olf-caringbah/parent-calendar


SPBL AWARDS 

 
I am safe, I am respectful, I am a learner 

School wide Positive Behaviour for Learning (SPBL) is an evidence-based whole school 
systems approach that provides a framework for our school and our community to 
promote student safety, wellbeing and learning. 

Our three major behaviour expectations - Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be a Learner, are 
the driving force behind our behaviour matrix. Lessons are explicitly taught in all 
classes from K-6, educating the students on what these expectations look like. 

Students from Kindergarten to Year 6  who demonstrate these expectations across all 
settings of the school are rewarded with Mercy Cards. 

 
SPBL GOLD AWARD 

20 Mercy Cards 
SPBL SILVER AWARD 

15 Mercy Cards 
SPBL BRONZE AWARD 

10 Mercy Cards 
Taya N,  
Sophia W 
 

Ella S,  
Kahlea F,  
Halle B,  
Jye P,  
Zahlee F,  
Audrey I,  
Maria J 
 

Thomas G,  
Zayne P,  
Claudia H,  
Lara D,  
Halle B,  
Koby C,  
Zoe U,  
Georgia M,  
Natalie C,  
Dylan P,  
Jett M,  
Ethan K,  
Maisy D,  
Alexander B,  
Thomas G,  
Nicholas T,  
Evie C,   
Austin S 
 

 
  



 
February 26, 2019 

 
 
 

 
 
Following media reports of the conviction of Cardinal George Pell, Archbishop of Brisbane 
and President of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, the Most Rev. Mark 
Coleridge, has released a statement to the Catholic community. A copy is attached here for 
your information.  
  
There is no doubt news of this verdict of Cardinal Pell will bring with it a range of emotions. 
The legal process will now run its course. 
  
If you or your child requires support, please contact the Principal or you may also wish to 
utilise the CatholicCare's Parent Line NSW on 1300 1300 52.  
  
We should never forget, that in any matter of this nature our concern and prayers are with 
victims and their families. Please be assured, that our school system works tirelessly to 
ensure the safety of every child in our schools, and will continue to do so as together we 
share the responsibility for the wellbeing of your children. 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bw0hEIncNQFMU01MM2ZaSzN2SnRXbGtreHNtTGNwUnJJdGJJ/view?usp=sharing
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