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Gifted Education Policy 

VISION 

‘To Love and Serve Under Your Protection’ 

To give life to this motto, it is our hope that the children under our care will progress through 

recognisable stages of development through differentiated teaching and learning. Students are 

challenged to achieve excellence through an authentic, challenging and rigorous curriculum based 

on whole school pedagogy. We provide opportunities for our children to strengthen their relationship 

with God, so that each child’s unique gifts, which have been given by God, are recognised and 

celebrated. 

RATIONALE 

‘I have come that they may have life and have it to the full’  

John 10:10  

The Gifted Education Policy at Our Lady of Fatima is set within the context of the Church’s mission 

to evangelise, and is founded upon the Vision and Mission Statements and the Archbishop’s 

Charter for Catholic Schools (Gifted Ed. Policy, 2014). 

“Nurture students’ love of learning through a Catholic pedagogy that fosters the 

development of the intellect, moral knowledge, understanding and reasoning in a 

relational, social and cultural context.” 
(The Archbishop’s Charter for Catholic Schools, Archdiocese of Sydney, Item 2, July 2011) 

The Australian Professional Standards for Teachers (2012) recognises the need to differentiate for 

‘specific learning needs of students across the full range of abilities.’ (p. 9) Responsive to the needs 

of gifted students, teachers need to be skilled in providing these learners with a curriculum that is 

differentiated in pace, depth and degree of complexity. 

Based on the CEO Gifted Education Policy (2014), Learning Framework Discussion Paper for 

Sydney Catholic schools (2005) and statement on Authentic Learning in Sydney Archdiocesan 

Schools (2014), we are committed to the implementation of principles underpinning the needs of 

gifted and talented students and whole school efforts to systematically embed a Gifted Education 

Program. 
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CONTEXT 

As a 2012 Newman Primary School we are committed to strategically plan and apply sustainable 

practices to embed a defensible school-wide Gifted Education Program. This Gifted Education 

Policy will play an important role in the elevation of teacher and student standards, and the shift 

from provisions to programs, in gifted education. According to Gagne’s definitions and model (2009) 

these students represent about ten per cent of the student population in Sydney Catholic Schools. 

This calls for a differentiated response in every school to the educational needs of these students 

(Gifted Ed. Policy, 2014). 

2.0 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

This policy adopts Gagne’s definitions of giftedness and talent as identified in his Differentiated 

Model of Giftedness and Talent (2010, DMGT 2.0). 

Giftedness designates the possession and use of untrained and spontaneously expressed 

outstanding natural abilities or aptitudes (called gifts), in at least one ability domain, to a degree that 

places an individual at least among the top 10% of age peers. 

Talent designates the outstanding mastery of systematically developed competencies (knowledge 

and skills) in at least one field of human activity to a degree that places an individual at least among 

the top 10% of ‘learning peers’ (those who have accumulated a similar amount of learning time from 

either current or past training) (Gagne, 2010, p. 82). 

This policy is founded on the principle that giftedness is present in every culture and socio-economic 

context and domains. All learners have the right to receive an education that is responsive to their 

needs and the provision of an appropriate educational program for the gifted is an issue of equity 

(Gifted Ed. Policy, 2014). 

2.1 Schools have a responsibility to identify gifted and talented students within their community. 

2.2 Gifted learners have diverse learning needs and require adaptations to their education in 

order to develop their potential. 

2.3 Gifted learners may have different academic, creative and social/emotional needs to their 

age peers. Gifted learners require an educational program that also supports their social and 

emotional needs. 

2.4 Early identification enables early intervention to support optimal development. 

2.5 Gifted learners may be twice exceptional–their giftedness may mask their disability or their 

disability may mask their giftedness. 

2.6  The development of gifted students tends to be asynchronous and requires understanding 

and support in circumstances where emotional and social development does not match 

cognitive abilities. 
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2.7 The distinction between giftedness as outstanding potential, and talent as outstanding 

performance, is important. A student can be gifted without being talented, and requires an 

educational program responsive to her/his needs to catalyse potential into performance. 

2.8 Gifted learners are best placed academically, socially and emotionally when they are with 

like-ability peers for a significant proportion of their time at school. Principals and school 

communities have a responsibility to provide a program that is differentiated from the core 

curriculum for the gifted and talented students in their schools. This will include differentiated 

curriculum within the classroom and extension, enrichment and accelerative practices as 

appropriate. 

2.9 Assessment and reporting practices for gifted students must follow all of the principles of 

good assessment practices for all students. Formative and summative assessment are 

integral to the learning process. Tools such as off-level (also known as above-level) testing, 

differentiated pre- and post-performance based assessments, product-based assessment 

and standardised assessments should be included in assessment practices 

2.10 The educational decisions regarding program options for gifted students is the responsibility 

of all stakeholders. Parents of gifted students are usually proven to be excellent identifiers. 

Schools have a responsibility to work in partnership with parents to encourage/ support the 

development of giftedness in other domains. 

3.0 POLICY 

3.1 Responsive to the needs of gifted students, schools have a responsibility to: 

3.1.1 adopt the underlying principles of giftedness and talent based on Gagne’s (2010) 

Differentiated Model of Giftedness and Talent (DMGT 2.0) 

3.1.2 identify gifted and talented students within their community using a range of objective and 

subjective procedures and measures (Appendix 1 Identification) 

3.1.3 design differentiated educational programs, aligned to the BOSTES syllabus for the 

Australian Curriculum and the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers 

3.1.4 support the implementation of school-wide practices of data-informed flexible grouping 

options  

3.1.5 plan, implement, evaluate and make adjustments to accelerative options appropriate to their 

context. (Appendix 2 Acceleration) 

3.1.6 undertake regular evaluations of gifted programs and provisions 

3.1.7 engage staff in ongoing high quality professional learning opportunities in gifted education 

3.1.8 ensure collaborative and supportive home-school partnerships 
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3.1.9 celebrate high achievement in all domains 

3.2 Responsive to the needs of gifted students, teachers have a responsibility to:  

3.2.1 apply the principles of giftedness and talent, based on Gagne’s (2010) Differentiated Model 

of Giftedness and Talent (DMGT 2.0) 

3.2.2 understand the characteristics of gifted and talented students and contribute to the 

identification processes as outlined in the CEO and school guidelines (Appendix 1 

Identification) 

3.2.3 use data from a range of sources to inform the design of differentiated educational 

programs, aligned to the BOSTES syllabus for the Australian Curriculum 

3.2.4 implement flexible grouping options to support classroom differentiation 

3.2.5 implement appropriate accelerative options as needed (Appendix 2 Acceleration Procedure) 

3.2.6 understand and respond to the socio-emotional characteristics of gifted students (Appendix 

3: Cluster Enrichment days/ VCs Procedure) 

3.2.7 review and evaluate their educational programs to ensure they are informed by ongoing 

assessment data 

3.2.8 engage in ongoing professional learning opportunities in gifted education 

3.2.9 celebrate high achievement in all domains (Appendix 4: Newman Symposium, etc. 

Procedure.) 

3.2.10 provide differentiated assessment options to reflect student achievement 

(Taken directly from the Catholic Education Office Gifted Education. Policy, 2015) 

4.0 NEWMAN PROCEDURES 

The following procedures determine how Our Lady of Fatima undertakes Gifted Education. The 

goals and strategies for gifted education will be documented in the school’s Strategic Improvement 

Plan. 

4.1 Newman Classes - Defined Newman ability grouping and special classes for identified gifted 

students. 

4.2 Identification Procedures - embedded and effective school wide identification and pre-
assessment. Off-level testing and pre-assessment allows for students to demonstrate the extent of 
their understanding, knowledge and beyond core. 

4.3 Implementation and Assessment - this includes differentiation, flexible grouping, extending 
beyond core. Identification data informs programs; all teachers have access to the data and 
assessment is differentiated. 
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4.4 Acceleration Procedures- as a result of standardised testing students may be subject 
accelerated including grade skipping for specific subjects. 

In the event that a child is being considered as a candidate for whole grade acceleration OR early 
entry to primary school, the following process to be used in order to support students, parents, 
teachers and schools in the Southern Region. 

1. Southern Region Leader of Learning: Gifted - is notified 

2. A data preparation meeting is conducted 

3. The IOWA Acceleration Scales are administered with the support of the Southern Region Leader 

of Learning: Gifted. 

4. If relevant, the decision to accelerate is approved by the school's consultant. 

5. Documentation is filed at both school and the Southern Region Office.  

4.5 Tracking, Reporting and Celebrating – The school has a school wide tracking system that is 
accessible and used by all teachers; regularly updated; effective in ensuring that gifted students are 
tracked and monitored. Systems of reporting and celebrating student progress are in place including 
a Newman Report. 

4.6 Professional Learning Community - school has a whole school pedagogy embedded which 
includes student focussed inquiry processes and encourages depth and rigour in the delivery of 
programs for gifted student. 

4.7 Provision and Embedded Programs -  inter and intra-school and community learning 

opportunities either blended; online or face to face, including links/pathways between primary and 

secondary schools and K-12 approach. 

 


