
 

 

110 MIMOSA ROAD,  BOSSLEY PARK,  NSW   2176 
PHONE: 9604 3877   FAX: 9609 4988 

EMAIL: info@mibossleypark.catholic.edu.au 
 

 

BYOD 2016 - Frequently Asked Questions. 
 

What device should I buy for my child? 

 

If your primary intention is to supply a device for school use, then any device that will allow your child to take part in the learning 

process will suffice. The device must be able to access Google Chrome and needs to have decent battery life (minimum 5 hours) to 

last a school day without a recharge. In Years 1 - 6, we recommend a device with a keyboard.  The device must have a minimum 

screen size of 11” (28 cm). 

Additional information from the SCS site on BYO Parent Portal 

 

How will my child’s device be kept safe and secure at school? 

 

All students in Years k-6 have tubs in their classrooms, which are secure and locked at recess and lunch. Students are not permitted 

to leave their devices on bag racks nor are they permitted to access the devices at morning tea or lunch breaks on the playground. It 

is important that students follow these School rules to avoid loss or damage to their devices. 

 

How will my child be safe online? 

 

School internet access is filtered but due to the nature of the internet, that doesn’t guarantee that your child cannot gain access to 

inappropriate material. Even the fact that your child has an email address means that it is possible for them to be sent mail or shared 

into a document by someone with less than noble intentions. We feel that educating students in Cybersafety and Digital Citizenship 

is essential. The students are reminded at the beginning of each year of their responsibilities in being Cybersafe. As per SCS 

guidelines, the students in consultation with parents must understand and sign the Student Acceptable Use Of Technology 

Agreement at the beginning of each year. Links to relevant sites are given on our school website should you wish to access further 

information. 

 

How will I know my child is using their device appropriately in class? 

 

Mary Immaculate Primary School is committed to the use of the devices in student hands to enhance learning. There is an onus on 

teachers to design activities that explicitly target learning objectives. If students refuse to participate in these activities, the school will 

deal with it via our behaviour management strategy. 

 

How will my child’s data be secure and their privacy be maintained? 

 

Student data is only as secure as any cloud service. Google exercises best practice when it comes to data security, but as we know 

from the news, anything can be compromised if you are powerful enough or clever enough. Student passwords are changed at the 

beginning of each school year. Responsibilities of keeping passwords private are emphasised when the students complete the 

Student Acceptable Use Of Technology Agreement. Teaching students to manage a password is an important life skill. We try and 

emphasise with all users that the moment they feel their credentials have been compromised, they must change their password. 

Hand in hand with this, we hold our users responsible for any activity conducted via their account.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://accounts.tsv.catholic.edu.au/Account/ChangePassword/


How much reliance is there on technology in the classroom and can my student still learn without a device? 

 

Students are able to learn without a device but learning how to work anywhere / anytime, have access to their resources 24/7, 

collaborate with others from anywhere and at anytime, is only possible if students are connected and have a device. Devices can be 

used in 4 ways. 

 

1. Substitution  Same task. New technology replaces old technology 

2. Augmentation Same task. New technology increases functionality. 

3. Modification We are able to re-design part of the task. 

4. Redefinition. Create new tasks once unimaginable. 

 

If the only function of technology was substitution, then students can certainly survive and fully engage without a device. However, as 

teachers use technology to augment, modify and redefine, a device becomes the ticket to full participation. If a student doesn’t have 

a device, he/she will have a shared access to school devices when available. 

 

Will I have to pay for internet use at school? 

 

WiFi internet access is available throughout the School.  

   

Will the School provide tech support for student devices? 

 

No. The school assumes that students will use the internet and other resources to discover all there is to know about their own 

device. These days, how-to guides are readily available online in video, PDF and other formats. The school will assist students to 

connect their device to the internet at school. If the students are experiencing difficulties with their devices our ISO and Elearning 

coordinator will attempt to fix the issue but cannot guarantee to solve the problem. 

  

What software is required on these devices? 

 

Google Chrome is the only required software. This is a free download.  

 

Do the students have access to their devices outside of the classroom? 

 

No 

 

Will Mary Immaculate Primary School be organising a bulk purchase deal with a particular supplier for families to access? 

 

No. The School will provide a possible device list, and vendors. This will give you everything you need to negotiate better pricing.  

 

What type of professional development is available for teachers to ensure they are keeping up with the technology? 

 

Ongoing professional learning has always been a focus at Mary Immaculate Primary School. Through this process there will be a 

specific focus on pedagogy related to BYODD, both at Mary Immaculate Primary School and across Sydney Catholic Schools. This 

will include sessions and seminars, online self-directed resources for teachers, professional learning communities, and individual 

support. 

 


