
HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL NORTH RYDE 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 

 

MINUTES FOR GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday, 23rd October 2012, 7.30PM 

 

1. Attendees: 

  Pat Williams, Christina Miller, Teresa Myers, ,  Wendy 
Taylor, Breanna Crawford, Tennille Southcombe, Tracey 
Hinteregger, Carmel Onions, Suzie Alba, Samantha Flynn,  
Shirley Cheung, Nikki Bilic, Lesley Nohra, Thu Tat, Rhonda 
Oliveri, Asimo Krizan 
 

2. Apologies: Melanie Moar, Margie Harmey, , Lucy Vartikian, Susannah 
Koschier, Alison Travis 

 
Opening prayer 
 

Item Description Discussion 

1. Confirmation of previous minutes 

 

Minutes 16 

August 2012 

 

Moved:        Samantha Flynn  

Seconded:  Asimo Krizan 

Minutes Adopted 

Matters arising from previous minutes 

a) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. 

All Parents 

Christmas 

Party 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report on 

Parish 

Develpment 

Margie Harmey is currently away and apologises that she is unable to 
be here to give us an update. 
The party is to be held Saturday 8th December at the Hunters Hill 
Sailing Club. 
Tickets are currently being designed and will be sent out via the class 
mail. 
Tickets can now be purchased online via on flexischools. 
Christina to do a note to send to class parents to distribute via email to 
get the word around. 
Tables will be set up on the night for each class, however this does not 
mean that you necessarily have to sit there, you are free to join another 
class or year. 
 
Nothing to report on the Parish Master Plan. 
Due to recent elections held Ryde Council has appointed a new Mayor. 
We will have to wait and see in the next few months if what is the plans 
of the new council. 

 

Area Reporting 
 

Executive 
Committee 

Reporting 
Period 

8th August 2012 
– 16th October 

2012 

Report Author 
and Position 

 

Christina Miller 
President 

Activities Since 
Last Report 

 

Term 3 was an extremely full, but successful one for P&F activities. 
 
The highly successful Olympathon was held on the 10th of August.  All 
children at the school participated,  and we appreciate all families for 
returning their funds so quickly. A total of $11,300 was raised, which 
was a fantastic effort and more than anticipated. 
 
The Father’s Day Gift Stall was held on the 30th August.  This again 



was extremely successful, and we sold all but 6 gifts  raising $2300. 
 
The Father’s Day Breakfast attracted several hundred fathers on the 
31st August, and was a fun way for the children to spend a morning 
with their dads. 
 
The Family Photo Day held on the 9th of September was small, but 
comments from the families who participated indicated how pleased 
they were with the high quality of the photography.   Thank you to Aran 
Anderson for taking time out of his weekend to conduct the 
photography. 
 
The Funhouse held on the 15th of September.  This was a fun 
community building night, and feedback indicates that all who attended 
had a great night.   Over $9,000 was raised and the organisers, 
particularly Tennille Southcombe, Teresa Myers and Melanie Moar 
must be congratulated for holding such a successful event. 
 
I attended a forum for parents at the Catholic Education Office on 4th 
September.   This provided an interesting insight into the work the 
Catholic Education office is doing regarding researching the effects of 
class sizes on students’ results and teacher training. 
 
The P&F has been liaising with Ritchies supermarket at  Cox’s Road 
and encouraging parents to sign up for a Ritchies community benefit 
card, whereby a proportion of each spend is donated to the school.    
We expect to receive $227 for the month of September which is a 
great start to this program.  Please spread the word and sign up for a 
card today.  
 
The P&F are considering holding a joint family fundraising event with 
the Parish in 2013 to provide an opportunity for all families to 
participate in and contribute to the school.  We are in the early stages 
of discussions but hope to hold it in late Term 3 2013. 
 
 

Issues 
Addressed 
Since Last 
Report 
 

 
Margie Harmey is continuing to work on planning a great night out for 
all parents on the 8th of December with the Parents Christmas party. 
 
This promises to be a fantastic night.  Margie’s hard work means that 
class parents don’t need to organise their own class get-togethers.  
Look out for the invitations coming home soon.  Tickets can also be 
purchased on Flexischools. 
 
Preparations are underway for a repeat of the Gingerbread workshop 
to be held on 23rd November after school.  Take home kits will also be 
available. 
 

Special Thanks 
 

Thank you to: 
 
The parents who assisted on the day of the Olympathon, and those 
parents who volunteered many hours in counting and banking the 
proceeds each day for two weeks – in particular Virginia El Koura, Bre 
Crawford and Wendy Taylor.  Thank you also to Caroline Loneragan 
who organised the course, and the Holy Cross students who 
supervised the events. 
 
All parents who volunteered to serve our little customers at the 
Father’s Day stall, and particularly Carmel Onions who purchased the 
gifts, Teresa Myers and Vera Evanian who volunteered the night to 
help the P&F members set up. 



 
All parents who attended the Father’s Day BBQ including Dave 
Crawford and Chris Hill and John Whineray for cooking the BBQ.   
Thanks also to all members of the P&F, especially Bre Crawford and 
Wendy Taylor for preparing and setting up, as well as serving on the 
day. 
 
Tennille Southcombe, Melanie Moar and Teresa Myers and the other 
parents who made up the Funhouse team.   Thanks to those parents 
and children who volunteered many hours making and hanging 
amazing decorations. Thank you also to all those parents and 
companies who contributed prizes for the evening, as well as, of 
course those parents that attended and helped us raise such a great 
amount, and create such a fun atmosphere. 
 
Bendigo Bank for arranging a credit card machine for us, and donating 
the cost of the credit card transactions for the Funhouse. 
 
Mia Bartlett for her excellent administration of the Entertainment Book 
promotion. 
 
Melanie Moar, Michelle Matthews and Lyn French for their work 
organising the Gingerbread House workshop to be held in November. 
 
Carmel Lloyd for organising all the morning teas this year including: 
the huge Mother’s Day and Grandparents Day, culminating in the 2013 
Kindergarten Parent’s orientation morning tea. 
 
Margie Harmey for planning a great Christmas event for all parents on 
the 8th of December. 
 
Athlete’s Foot for their continuing support of our school.  They are 
already printing next year’s promotion brochure. $5 from every pair of 
school shoes or sports shoes goes to our school.   $900 of sporting 
equipment was donated in August and presented to the school.  $280 
was accrued from May to July, with more to be announced in 
October/November. 
 
Aran Anderson for taking the time to take such beautiful portraits of 
Holy Spirit families at the Photography Fundraiser. 
 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
 
 

P&F General Meeting – Tuesday 23rd October 
P&F AGM – Tuesday 13th of November 
Gingerbread House Workshop – Friday 23 November 
Parents Christmas party – Saturday 8th December 

Proposed 
Resolutions (to 
be voted on at 
the upcoming 
P&F Meeting) 

 

 
That the Parents and Friends donate $10,000 to the school from its 
fundraising this year to cover the cost of the Mathematics Resources. 
 
A further $1500 to be donated for the rejuvenation of the 
Remembrance Garden. 
 
That the Parents and Friends donate $500 to the Parish Missions. 

Background to 
the Proposed 
Resolutions 

(above) 
 

 
The P&F is on track to meet its commitment to donate $25,000 to the 
School this year to cover the costs of the Mathematics resources. 
 
$1500 was budgeted to finish the Remembrance Garden at this time. 
 
The P&F traditionally makes a donation to a charity outside the school.    



 

Any Other 
Issues  

 
 

Please send us any questions or concerns you have that we may be 
able to address.  We hope to see you at the meeting at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 23rd October in the school library. Enter from Cooney Street. 
 

 
 
 

Area Reporting 
 

TREASURER Reporting 
Period 

Aug-Sep 
2012 

Report Author 
 

Carmel Onions 

Activities Since 
Last Report 

 

It was a huge Term 3 for fundraising, which has vastly exceeded 
expectations as you will see! 
 
Olympathon 

 This was very successful financially with a profit of $11,699 (as 
well as being very successful on the day with the kids!) 

 
Father’s Day stall and breakfast 

 We were able to raise $2,247 from the stall 

 We followed up with the very popular breakfast which cost 
$626, net of receiving $151.80 in donations on the day towards 
the school 

 
Funhouse 

 Not all receipts have been received yet, but when those arrive 
our profit for this event will come to $9,100 

 
Entertainment books 

 We closed off the sale of these (thank you to Mia Bartlett) and 
we netted a profit on sale of 23 books worth $299 

 
Family portraits day 

 So far we have raised $316 from this event, which could 
increase if there are any further orders of photos 

 
Canteen sausage sizzle 

 These two days raised $973 
 

Cookbooks 

 We sold 9 in August, 2 in September – raising $219 
 

2nd hand clothing pool 

 $470 was received in August 
 

Figures for 
Reporting 

Period 
 

Overall we are in a very sound financial position, and we will be 
working with Mrs Williams to consider options for supporting school 
initiatives into next year. 
 
Canteen 

 August was a strong trading month, while September was 
abridged due to the school holidays 

 Despite this, profit for August was $1,813 but $3,429 in 
September.  A big factor driving the difference month to month 
is the timing of the invoices received which are chunky 

 51% and 66% of canteen sales came via Flexischools in 
August and September (excluding the sausage sizzles which 
were only via Flexis) 

 



 
 
 
Clothing Pool 

 Seasonally September is a huge month for the Clothing Pool 
due to the Kindy uniform day.  August was quiet 

 Profit was $32 for August and $5,881 for September 

 Due to the Kindy uniform day which was mostly cash/cheques, 
flexischools was only 30% of sales for September, but 42% in 
August 

 

 
 
 
General account 

 Given the success of the fundraising last term, the balance is 
high 
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Motions 1- Motion that the P&F donates the remaining $10,000 to fully fund the 
$25,000 maths resources for the school, from the General account 
 
2- Motion that the P&F donates $500 towards the Parish Mission.  
Each year the P&F tends to make a donation to a charity and the 
Parish Mission has been suggested 
 
3- As was motioned, agreed and minuted last year, we need to make 
the second payment of $1,500 to the Remembrance Garden (this does 
not require voting upon as is already approved) 
 

Coming up 
 

In November we are scheduled to have our Gingerbread House 
making afternoon 
 

 
 

Area Reporting 
 

Principal 
Reporting 

Period 
up to 

22/10/2012 

Report Author 
and Position 

 
Mrs Pat Williams 

 
1. Ongoing Support  
Thank you for your ongoing support for events and fund raising. P&F monies to date:  
Donations $15,000; Maths Resources + $2,000; Bendigo Bank + $1,375 (Fridge);  
P&F Levy $41,773; Ipad Programs; Library – IWB (PLC)  
 
2. General Maintenance  

 Oval Program (constantly reviewed)  

 Upgraded Infants (Asphalt) $38,000  

 Pigeon Control Program $7,000  

 Phone/Intercom System $40,000  

 Photocopiers Upgraded  

 2013 – Painting/Refreshing School (Stage 3 Building)  
 
3. NAPLAN  
Our NAPLAN students did extremely well. Allison has been leading our Literacy/Numeracy teams in 
the analysis of data that will be used to work with students and forward program planning.  
 
4. Creative Arts Program  

 Great performance by our Wakakirri Team (Best School in Public Award).  
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 Senior Dance Group working with Mrs Hansell on a CASPA Project.  

 End of year concerts for whole school.  

 Drive/demonstration for encouraging Year 2 to join the Band.  

 Choir performing @ Community Probus function.  
 
5. Sports  
Lots of involvement and success – all student achievements recorded in the Sports Newsletter.  
 
6. Award System is working very well. Students are taking great pride in their awards.  
 
7. Dr Dan White Visit - On 7 November Dr Dan White will make an official visit.  
 
8. BYODD Project - Introducing a PYODD Project - Year 4 in 2013.  
 
9. Class Numbers for 2013  
There will be a reduction in the number of classes for 2013 (from 22 classes to 21) as a result of 
funding cuts introduced from the Government. There have been cost cuts across many areas of 
staff within the CEO Sydney system.  

__________________________________________________________ 

 
Area Reporting 

 
Canteen 

Reporting 
Period 

06/08/2012 
to15/10/2012 

Report Author 
and Position 

 

Suzie Alba And Lucy Vartikian 
Canteen coordinator’s 

Activities Since 
Last Report 

 

 
Sausage Sizzle theme day. 
 This was carried out over a 2 week period. Years 4, 5 and 6 . Then 
years K to 3.  The total made for Sausage Sizzle day was $1379.50 
not inc expenses. 
 

Sales Figures 
for Reporting 

Period 
 

06/08/2012 to 15/10/2012 
$6943.05 cash sales  

 

Flexi school Sales 
for Reporting 

Period 

 

06/08/2012 to 15/10/2012 
 

Total sales $10521.23 
                                     

Issues Addressed 
Since Last Report 

 

                    Some changes have been made to the canteen        menu 
and all students have received an up to date copy. 

 

 
Special Thanks 

 

 
To Rita , Silva, Jelena , Virginia and Lesley for your help at the 

Sausage sizzle 
 

Upcoming Events 

 
                               Nothing to date 

 
Area Reporting 

 
Clothing Pool Reporting 

Period 
06/08/12 
12/10/12 

 

Report Author 
and Position 

 

Lesley Nohra - Co-Ordinator 

Activities Since Regular sales in both Flexi schools and through the office and Friday 
mornings. Kindergarten uniform day was a great success. We are 



Last Report 
 

planning to start packing orders this Friday and deliver them to the 1st 
orientation day on the 26th October. 

Sales Figures 
for Reporting 

Period 
 

$18,931 
Including $9115 cash taken on the kindy uniform day and ongoing 

kindergarten sales through flexischools  

Flexischool Sales 
for Reporting 

Period 

 

 
$6409 Included above. 

 
 

Area Reporting 
 

After School 
Care Report 

Reporting Period Tuesday,  
23rd October 2012 

Report Author 
and Position 

 

Thu Tat,  
Parent Liaison 

Vacation Care  
Sept/Oct 2012 

 

Vacation Care Program 

Numbers for Vacation Care: 

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

Week 1 31 22 28 17 22 

Week 2 P/H 36 22 22 29 

Surveys were completed by the children at the end of week one and two 

of Vacation Care last holidays to give us an idea of which days were 

enjoyed the most from those who attended. The favourites appear to be 

Bike Day, Roller Skating and Movies. These surveys will be considered and 

used when planning the next vacation care period. 

Vacation Care program for the December/January period will be out 

Week 7 of Term 4.  

 

Late Pick-up 
Fees 

 

Late Pick-up Fees 
 
A reminder of the Late Pick-Up Fees policy: 

 A $10 late fee per child 

 An extra $1 for every minute after 6pm, per child. 

For example: A family with two children who attend the centre that are picked 

up at 6:05pm will be charged $15 per child - $30 family total.   

 

2013 Enrolments 

 
Enrolments 

Enrolment forms for 2013 will be sent out to all families in the next 
few weeks.  

Staffing Staffing  
 
The majority of the staff have just obtained their First Aid Certificate or 
completed a refresher course.  
Debbie and Alex’s Supervisor Certificates have been granted from the 
Department of Education and Community Services. 

 

 



4. General business/any other business 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) 

 

 

 

 

 

c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion 

 

 

 

 

Donation to 
School and 
other Charity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P&F positions 
for 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

School and 
Parish 
Fundraising 
Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asphalt 
painting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion for 

Motion that the P&F donates the remaining $10,000 to fully fund the 
$25,000 maths resources for the school, from the General account 
Moved:        Carmel Onions  

Seconded:  Lesley Nohra  
Show of hand – All in favour. 
 
Discussion was had on a number of issues  

1) As to why there was a donation box at the Father’s Day 
Breakfast, some who attended did not think this was 
appropriate.  It was explained that at the Breakfast the previous 
year some fathers commented that perhaps a donation box 
would be a great idea. It was also noted that why this is fully 
funded by the P&F (costing over $600) and at the Mother’s Day 
Morning Tea parents have to supply the cakes for our “Thank 
You”. 

2) Donating $500 to a charity – this was brought up as previous 
years money has been donated to various charities, however it 
was clarified that this was money raised at the Twilight Markets 
and not through the P&F. A motion was raised by the Treasurer, 
Carmel Onions but it was lost due to the facts put before us on 
the night. 

 
P&F position description on the School’s website. 
Also nomination form to appear on website. 
No alterations to job description, however some consideration of Social 
Convenor role to trial a system that is happening in other schools by 
allocating school event to individual years, this way everyone is 
involved and the workload is shared equally amongst all and not the 
same volunteers.  Christina illustrated this with a list of regular events 
and how these could be divided to share the workload fairly. 

 
Christina has raised the possibility of a combined fete between the 
School and the Parish. The Parish is in favour of this as Father Stan is 
keen to build the school/Parish relationship. Combined fetes were a 
feature of parishes he has been at previously. 
A fete gives the opportunity for parents and children to attend a fun 
event together.  Feedback and attendance figures at recent parent 
events would indicate that perhaps this would be more attractive to 
parents. 
Stalls would be allocated to each class and parish and logistics to be 
divided between school and parish.  Division of funds raised will be 
discussed further and agreed to with the Parish before a firm 
commitment will be made.  A date has not been set, but we are hoping 
it will take place towards the end of Term 3. 

 
 
The new asphalt looks amazing, however the painting of snakes and 
ladders, hop scotch etc, will have to be postponed till next year, solely 
due to the busy time of the year as we head towards the end of school 
term and Christmas. Agenda item for next year. Rhonda Oliveri helped 
paint the old asphalt with a few parents last time and has offered to 
help. Nikki  Bilic said her husband would love to help also and a few 
other parents present also said that they would love to be involved in 
the painting of the new asphalt. 

 
 
 



e) topis for future 
meetings 

1) Christina has organised Father Stan to attend the next P&F and 
give a talk to the parents. Christina asked the meeting if there 
was anything in particular that we would like Father Stan to talk 
about. It was suggested perhaps if he could talk about the 
monastery tours and how the children reacted to their visit. 

 
2) Also Nikki Bilic asked on an update as to her previous request 

of an evening explaining to Parents the new method of  
Mathematics Trading.  Mrs Williams had spoken to Mrs Terry 
O’Brien and will follow on this again in the New Year. 

 
3) Query as to why teachers are not printing the homework sheets 

and parents are expected to print them off at home when we 
pay within our school fees a resources levy for printing.  Mrs 
Williams said she will look into this. 

 
4) The Ritchies loyalty scheme is going well and we have started 

receiving money from it.  A question was asked on past 
schemes such as Woolies & Coles and it if it was possible to 
mention in the School’s newsletter how much we received and 
how the money was allocated. 
 

5) AGM - The date has been changed a week earlier due to 
School’s end of year concerts. Also due to the fact that the AGM 
is only 3 weeks away Reports will be read out on the night (live) 
to capture the final 3 weeks of the year. 

 

Close  9.45pm 

 
 

Next Meeting AGM Tuesday 13th November at 7.30pm  
 
 


