
HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL NORTH RYDE 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 

 

MINUTES FOR GENERAL MEETING 

THURSDAY, 16th August 2012, 7.30PM 

 

1. Attendees: 

  Pat Williams, Christina Miller, Teresa Myers, Melanie Moar,  
Wendy Taylor, Breanna Crawford, Tennille Southcombe, 
Tracey Hinteregger, Carmel Onions, Suzie Alba, Samantha 
Flynn, , Susannah Koschier, Shirley Cheung, Nikki Bilic, 
Gabby Bermingham, Cathy Hansel 
 

2. Apologies: Lesley Nohra, Margie Harmey, Thu Tat, Lucy Vartikian 

 
Opening prayer 
 

Item Description Discussion 

1. Confirmation of previous minutes 

 

Minutes 8th  

May 2012 

 

Moved:        Tracey Hinteregger 

Seconded:  Carmel Onions 

Minutes Adopted 

Discussion The Performing Arts Program at Holy Spirit – Mrs Hansell & Miss Bermingham  
Music -   

Music classes take place each fortnight for an hour. 
During that hour I place a very strong emphasis on singing, good vocal techniques and learning lots or 
repertoire by rote. 
I follow Kodaly principles in that I believe it is important for the children to experience music first by 
hearing, then singing, then playing then and not always, reading and learning notation.  
Regardless of age or gender, it is important to develop listening skills and singing creates a sense of 
wellbeing even if you are singing two octaves lower or higher than the person next to you. 
In addition to the standard curriculum, we trailed the extra lessons for recorder across grade 2. It is my 
intention to repeat this with the same grade next year. So to the parents who just love the recorder 
practice and who have given me feedback about that, there’s something fun you can look forward to 
for 2013. 
I feel that this grade will reach a certain level of proficiency by year 6 to the point where we can have a 
special recorder ensemble. 
 
I also incorporate improvisation when possible and using the current selection of percussion 
instruments we have at the school I have begun to teach the blues chord progressions. Fortunately I 
have many able students who, either because of guitar tuition or their ability on other instruments, 
have a grasp of the fundamentals that greatly enhances this area of learning. 
 
Every Tuesday the senior choir rehearses before school from 7:45 to 8:55. Each year we try to give 
them performance opportunities including Eisteddfods, community activities, the fete and school 
liturgies. 
We have managed to maintain a steady number of over 65 for two years. The commitment is truly 
commendable. This year we came second in our section of the Ryde Eisteddfod with a score of 90. I 
was extremely proud. 



Junior Choir is offered to children from Year 1 and 2 with targeted children in Kindergarten invited to 
participate. This year we’ve been rehearsing every second Monday at lunchtimes. 
 
Friday before school, 7:45 our school band rehearses. This is run by Mr Gavin Darby of Bennelong 
Music. Gavin also works at St Charles, Our Lady Queen of Peace Gladesville and a few other schools 
around the area.  
We are looking to expand the band considerably particularly in the brass section. We are desperate for 
trombone and saxophone players if anyone has a child in year 2 to 6 who is interested. 
There is currently a waiting list to play keyboard, drums and guitar and that is fantastic. 
 
We also try to provide lessons for children who wish to learn instruments – so far, there are piano, 
keyboard, drums, trumpet, flute, alto and tenor saxophone and clarinet lessons available. 
 
I am supported by excellent tutors who teach the children each week.  
Next Thursday we are holding our first soiree or music recital where any student who learns an 
instrument and who attends Holy Spirit has been invited to perform – it will be in the Parish Hall 
commencing at 4:00pm. 
Naturally everyone is invited to attend. It is my expectation that this will become an annual event and 
hopefully even twice yearly. 
 
We offer the students the opportunity to complete AMEB exams and I am very proud the Isabelle 
Hatton is on 5th Grade Alto saxophone this year. This is no small achievement as she is a very busy 
student. However Adrian, her tutor informs me she completed her previous exam with an A. 
 
The only other aspect of the music program includes our concerts where we endeavour to showcase 
the many gifts and talents of students across the creative arts, incorporating the preparation into our 
class time.  
And the Song and Dance Holiday program that is offered by Mrs Hansell and myself that is a three day 
singing/dancing/acting workshop ending with a mini show. 
 
If I could just say that I appreciate working at Holy Spirit very much because clearly I am supported very 
strongly in this area of the curriculum. There are many extra curricular activities on the timetable and 
Mrs Williams and Mrs Travis are open to any performance suggestion if we can make it happen. 
 
It is a pleasure to work at Holy Spirit. 
 
Dance - Cathy teaches fortnightly classes to each year, lessons are 1hr duration. 
Structure composition/ creative compose/ performance appreciation of each other’s work 
Different styles and themes this will be seen in the concert 
Every 2hrs concert to show case music and dance 
This year is concert year and it will be held in our School Hall. Previous years at the Hills Centre 
Also this year the concert will be split into 2, a concert for the infants and one for the primary years. 
Wakkakiri  6th time this year, up to 120 students participating from our school. All get a chance 
regardless of the child’s dance ability 
Off year from Wakkakiri, Cathy holds a Dance Show Group – this is a different level  to Wakkakiri 
performers as the approx. 25 children chosen need to have to a higher level of dancing ability. 
Other events held in years that Wakkakiri is not on are :- 
So You Think You Can Dance  
Holy Spirit Got Talent 
These have been very popular and lots of fun to host. 

 



2. Matters arising from precious minutes 

a) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c) 

 

 

 

 

All parents 

Christmas 

party 8th 

December 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion of 

Canteen Co-

ordinators 

Re-

imbursement 

and menu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report from 

Holy Spirit 

School 

representative 

on the Parish 

Development 

Committee 

Margie Harmey is organising this event.  
Unfortunately Margie sends her apologies and is unable to discuss this 
tonight. 
The venue is Hunters Hill Sailing Club. 
Cost of the evening will include dinner which is outsourced by a catering 
company and band. Pay your own for drinks. 
Minimum number required to cover the cost of the food and the 
entertainment is 120 parents at $50 per person. 
Price needs to be set. 
Deposit needs to be paid. 
Discussion was had as to whether we could meet the required number at the 
current price. 
Show of hands:- 
6 out of 13 thought we could reach the required number of attendees 
12 out of 13 thought that the set price per person was reasonable. 
Promotional Motion, fundraising to cover shortfall if we need numbers. 
Motion all in favour. 
Christina Miller abstained from the vote. 
NB :Year 6 Graduation dinner the week after. 
 
Canteen Co-ordinators Re-imbursement 
Two time sheet have been submitted to date. 
Motion to approve the overtime on an as needed basis and to be paid only 
when time sheets are submitted and only when extra food days are organised 
(over and above the standard program for the year of food days) – approved 
by the meeting. 
Changes to the menu 
Delete turkey and sweet chilli sauce (one child only orders it).  Tuna only in 
winter.  Define a salad box rather than giving kids the option to put things in 
and out.  In the past we had a very limited menu and feedback is to go back to 
it.  Could do a trial for 6 months, starting next term.    Motion that we simplify 
the menu starting next term. 
 
 
AGM 20th November, Father Stan would like to talk – what topics we would 
like to hear. 
Parents are the first educators on the faith of their children. 
 
 

3. Reports 

 

Area Reporting 
 

President Reporting 
Period 

20 June – 7th 
August 2012 

Report Author 
and Position 

 

Christina Miller 

Activities Since 
Last Report 

This term is our big term for fundraising events.  Because of the timing 
of the Olympics we are holding our Olympathon this Friday, rather 



 than earlier in the year.    Mrs Loneragan, Viriginia El Koura and Bre 
Crawford have been extremely busy planning this day, which not only 
helps our children’s  Olympic experience , but also raises funds for 
their education. 
 
At the same time a fantastic group of parents, co-ordinated by Tennille 
Southcombe are preparing for a fun night out for all parents – the 
Funhouse fundraiser to be held on Saturday 15th of September.  They 
have obtained donations of dozens of prizes and have come up with a 
great program of events and music guaranteed to give all parents a 
great night out.  Please come along and bring your friends! 
 
Planning is also underway for the annual Fathers Day gift stall on 
Thursday 30th of August, and the Fathers Day breakfast on Friday 31st 
August. 
 
You may also have noticed our new look P&F noticeboard in the 
Infants playground.  We hope this will make it easier to see what our 
parent community is achieving. 
 

Issues 
Addressed 
Since Last 
Report 
 

Following last meeting a number of measures have been put in place 
to help ease the issues that have arisen in canteen staffing. 
 
These include plans for simplifying the menu and providing clear 
instructions for Day Co-ordinators. 
 
Where our co-ordinators need to work additional hours to cover for 
volunteers who drop out on the and can’t be replaced, we are asking 
them to complete time sheets, and propose to compensate them up to 
4 hours a week (the 4 hours to be divided between the two co-
ordinators0.   This money will be covered by ‘special food days’ to be 
held each term. 
 
Margie Harmey is continuing to work on planning a great night out for 
all parents on the 8th of December.  
 

Special Thanks 
 

Athlete’s Foot Macquarie Centre, Ryde Aquatic Leisure Centre 
and Bendigo Bank for supporting our Olympathon 
encouragement prizes. 
 
Caroline Loneragan for organising the course for our 
Olympathon and providing such support and assistance to the 
P&F.  Virginia El Koura and Bre Crawford have also spent much 
time organising the event. 
 
Tennille Southcombe and her team who are planning a fun and 
profitable ‘Funhouse’ fundraiser for us on the 15th of September.  
We appreciate all their hard work.  Thanks also to Katy 
Donoghue from Giddy Up Graphics who designed such fabulous 
invitations. 
 
Thank you also to all those parents who have contributed prizes 
for the evening, as well as all those companies who have 



donated prizes. 
 
Mia Bartlett for volunteering to administer the Vision Training 
promotion. 
 
Margie Harmey for planning a great Christmas event for all 
parents on the 8th of December. 
 
Wendy Taylor for designing and printing our ‘new look’ P&F 
noticeboard.   
 
 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
 
 
 
 

P&F General Meeting – Thursday 16h August 
P&F General Meeting – Tuesday 23rd October 
P&F AGM – Tuesday 20th of November 
Olympathon fundraiser – Friday 10th August 
Fathers Day Stall – Thursday 30th August 
Fathers Day Breakfast – Friday 31 August 
Parents Fundraiser Night ‘Funhouse’ – Saturday 15th September 
Melbourne Cup Day High Tea – Tuesday 6 November 
Gingerbread House Workshop – Friday 23 November 
 

Proposed 
Resolutions (to 
be voted on at 
the upcoming 
P&F Meeting) 

 

1) That the P&F approve an increase in the paid number of 
hours to the Canteen Co-ordinators to cover the additional time 
they are spending working in the Canteen due to volunteer 
cancellations.  A maximum of 4 hours a week to be paid, and 
special food days to be held each term to cover the additional 
expense. 
 
2) That the canteen menu be altered as follows  

 Delete Sweet Chilli sauce, and turkey options due to very 

low sales 

 Tuna option for summer months only 

 Revert to 2 types of chicken wraps – lettuce only and lettuce 
and mayo 

 Salad sandwiches/rolls to be clearly defined – no options. 

 

Background to 
the Proposed 
Resolutions 

(above) 
 

1) The Canteen Co-ordinators have reported that they have had 
to work well in excess of their contracted 8 hours (in total) per 
week.  The P&F Executive have requested that they keep 
timesheets and to record the number of hours they have been 
required to cover for lack of volunteers.  While the recent 
volunteer recruitment campaign was extremely successful and 
resulted in almost all volunteer spots being filled, training the 
large number of new volunteers must be accommodated.    This 
issue will be discussed further at the P&F meeting. 
 
2) The canteen co-ordinators have attempted to simplify the 
menu in order to make it easier for canteen volunteers to 
complete all orders on time.   
 



Any Other 
Issues  

 
 

Please send us any questions or concerns you have that we may be 
able to address.  We hope to see you at the meeting at 7.30pm on 
Thursday the 16th of August in the school library where Mrs Hansell 
will be joining us to tell us more about the school’s performing arts 
program.  Enter via Cooney Street. 
 

 

Area Reporting 
 

TREASURER Reporting Period July 2012 

Report Author 
 

Carmel Onions 

Activities Since 
Last Report 

 

Discos 

 The infants and primary discos were held last term and raised 
$1,105 of profit towards our fundraising 

 
Canteen croissant day 

 These successful days were held last term, raising $590 of profit 
 
P&F Cupboard 

 Thanks to Teresa Myers for organising the purchase of a further  
two metal storage cabinets for the storage room in the Hall (cost 
$578).  Valuable P&F stock is now locked away and tidy.  Total 
spent on three cabinets $867 vs budgeted amount $1,500 
 

Figures for 
Reporting 

Period 
 

Canteen 

 June and July were both relatively good trading months for the 
canteen 

 Profit for June was $2,764 and for July $1,004 (school hols 
included) 

 61% and 57% of canteen sales came via Flexischools in June and 
July respectively 

 

 
 
 
Clothing Pool 

 Seasonally quiet months for the Clothing Pool but trading was still 
good vs prior years 
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 Profit was $2,661 for the two months 

 Had a very big month on flexischools, with 66% of sales online in 
July (44% June) 

 

 
 
 
General account 

 June saw some big expenses going through the account ie P&F 
cupboards, deposit for upcoming Gingerbread making event as well 
as the cost of the Entertainment books sold so far 

 July was a quiet month with the school holidays 
 

 
 
 

Coming up 
 

The next event is our Olympathon fundraiser in August, and September 
sees the Father’s Day stall as well as the Parents’ “Funhouse” night 
 

 

Area Reporting 
 

Principal’s Report Reporting 
Period 

19 June 2012 
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Report Author 
 Mrs P. Williams 

Principal’s P&F Report – 16 August 2012 
1. Contract Renewals  

Both the Principal and Assistant Principal Contract Renewal processes went very well. A big 
thank you to the Holy Spirit Community.  
 
2. New Mathematics Resources  

Students are continuing to enjoy their new mathematics resources and teachers PD Course 
Online is almost complete. My thanks to the P&F for financial support.  
 
3. Education  
3.1 Excellent Y6 RE Results: 5 High Distinctions; 34 Distinctions; 32 Credits; 7 Participation  
3.2 UNSW Science Comp: 9 Distinctions/UNSW Writing Comp: 11 Distinctions  
3.3 Debating Year 6 – a first time skill for us. The students are quickly learning the  
protocols and skills of debating and starting to improve and win some of the debates.  
3.4 Public Speaking Program is well underway.  
 
4. Environmental Team  
Our Environmental Team had the privilege of planting some trees at Macquarie Park Cemetery 
last week. Our school has a lovely plaque in memory of this occasion (photo and story was 
published in this week’s newsletter).  
 
5. Creative Arts A wonderful performance by our Wakakirri students on Monday evening at 
The Hills Centre and our Choir took 2nd place at the Ryde Eisteddfod recently.  
 
6. School Reports go home this Friday - Parent/Teacher interviews conducted in Week 10.  
 
7. Sporting Field Olympics Opening Ceremony; Olympathon; and great success at the Inner 
West Macquarie Athletics Carnival (Newsletter/Sports Newsletter).  
 
8. Oval – Ongoing Maintenance A very big expense to the School – the oval does not get a 

lot of time to rejuvenate. There will be a meeting re condition and continual maintenance within 
the next few weeks.  
 
9. Infants Asphalt  

Alan Sewell (CEO) has been out to the school with an engineer to access and give a quote for 
the Scope of Works (still awaiting this quote).  
 
10. Word of Advice: Be diligent with your students re being Cybersmart.  

 
11. P&F Levy still not spent – looking at using some monies to upgrade Library with more 
technology devices for learning groups.  
 
Mrs Pat Williams, Principal 

 

 
Area Reporting 

 
Clothing Pool Reporting 

Period 

11/06/12 
06/08/12 

 

Report Author 
and Position 

 

Lesley Nohra - Co-Ordinator 



Activities Since 
Last Report 

 

Regular sales in both Flexi schools and through the office and 
Friday mornings 

 
Sales Figures 
for Reporting 

Period 
 

 
 

$4765 

Flexischool 
Sales for 

Reporting Period 

 

$2245 Included above. 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
 
 

 
Kindergarten 2013 Uniform fitting day has been set for Thursday 

6th September. Parent helper notes to follow.  

 

Area Reporting 
 

Canteen 
Reporting 

Period 

30/04/2012 
to06/08/2012 

Report Author 
and Position 

 

Suzie Alba And Lucy Vartikian 
Canteen coordinator’s 

Activities Since 
Last Report 

 

 
Ham and cheese Croissant theme day. This was carried out over a 3 
week period. Years 5 and 6 . Then years K to 2 and then finally year’s 
3 and 4.  The total made for croissant day was $909.65 not inc 
expenses, with a total of aprox 205 order’s taken.  
Cork boards have been put up to show the children some of the ice 
cream’s  and  snacks that are available at lunch time.This help parent 
volunteer’s when it comes time to take their order. 
Menu review: I Have had a lot of feedback about simplifying the current 
menu, so therefore we would like to discuss the going back to basics at 
the next P & F meeting. 
 

Sales Figures 
for Reporting 

Period 
 

01/05/2012 to 03/08/2012 
$12074.91 cash sales  

$14855.31 flexischools  sales 
 

Flexi school 
Sales for 
Reporting 

Period 
 

01/05/2012    06/08/2012 
Total sales $14,855.31 
Number of sales 3447 

Issues 
Addressed 
Since Last 
Report 
 

 All repairs that health inspector requested have been made. 
Thanks to the parents involved who made this possible. 

 

Special Thanks 
 

 
To Virginia Elkoura,Lesley Norah, Jelena Colman and John Vartikian 

for all your help on the Croissant Days 



 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
 

                               Sausage sizzle theme day. 
                               Dates tbc. 
PLEASE NOTE:Theme days are ordered via flexischools only 
                    

Proposed 
Resolutions (to 

be voted on at the 
upcoming P&F 

Meeting) 

 

 
Changes to menu i.e. going back to basics with salad wraps ect. 

 
 

Area Reporting 
 

After School Care 
Report 

Reporting 
Period 

Thursday,  
16th August 
2012 

Report Author 
and Position 

 

Thu Tat, Parent Liaison 

Vacation Care  
September 2012 

 

Vacation Care Program 
Vacation Care information for the September holidays will be provided 
to all families later in the term.  
All bookings for Vacation Care will need to be returned to the centre by 
week 10, Wednesday 12th September. Any bookings made after this 
date will incur a $5 late booking fee.  
The Program and Booking Form will be made available for parents to 
access on the school website once the program is finalised. 
 

Late Pick-up Fees 

 
Late Pick-up Fees 
The committee has recently reviewed the Late Pick-Up Fees policy as 
there has been an increase in the number of families collecting their 
children after closing time. As staff also have families and other 
commitments they need to meet, the decision has been made to 
change the fees for late pick-ups at the centre and are effective 
immediately. The committee considered arrangements in place for 
other centres and the changes are now: 

 A $10 late fee per child 

 An extra $1 for every minute after 6pm, per child. 

For example: A family with two children who attend the centre that are 

picked up at 6:05pm will be charged $15 per child - $30 family total.   

 
Newsletter 

 
Newsletter 

Term 3 Newsletter will be distributed in Week 4 by email to all Centre 
parents. 
 

Pupil Free Day Pupil Free Day 
The Centre was open on the Pupil Free Day this term, Date: Monday, 
6th August.  We were open from 7am to 6pm, and the cost for the day 
was $35.  
  

Did you know... Did you know... 



 260 families use the Centre 

 There are on average, 171 children per week in the morning and on 

average, 392 children per week in the afternoon attending the 

Centre 

 Morning Sessions Average = 35 children 

 Afternoon Sessions Average = 85 children 

 
 
 

 

4. General business/any other business 

b) 

 

 

 

 

c) 

 

 

d) 

Discussion 
topics for 
future 
meetings 

 

Olympathon 

 

 

Funhouse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IGA Loyalty 
Program 

 

Discussion topics for future meetings 
Question : Nikki Bilic wanted to know whether there could be an evening 
explaining to Parents the new method of  Mathematics Trading  
Pat will speak to Mathematics committee about an evening or worksheet 

 
Thanks to everyone who worked on the Olympathon, especially Caroline 
Loneragan and the counters of the forms. 
Special thanks to Breanna Crawford  & Virginia El-Koura 
 
Tennille highlighted that we need 120 people to come!  Budget is based on 
that number, and out of 900 parents in the school, we feel that this number 
can be met. 
 How can we get the older grades interested given that the organisation has 
been based amongst the infants’ parents ???? 
$15 per ticket.  No kids.  Come dressed up if you want.  Just a night of fun.  
$15 gets you in and the DJ.   
Carnival food can be bought on the night but BYO snacks and alcohol/drinks.  
We have a huge range of prizes for you to win (costs extra to participate ie 
you buy tokens to play).   
It is about the community and promoting socialisation and mingling. 
 
The new IGA  that has taken over Franklins in Cox’s Road Mall have a Loyalty 
program, Ritchies Community Benefit Card, in which you can nominate your 

school as the charity of choice and every time you shop 0 .5% of your spend 
will go towards the school. 

 
 

5. Close                The meeting closed at 9.30pm 

 
 
Next Meeting Tuesday 23rd October 
 


