
13 May 2016 
 
After last week’s ‘false start’ – the 2016 CBSA Rugby League competition began for the Junior De 
La Salle College team. The Revesby team approached their opposition from St. Mary’s Cathedral 
College with an equal combination of respect for their opponents; enthusiasm, and the knowledge that 
a substantial team effort would be the best way to ensure a win. With a few players absent today we 
needed to be sharp from the kick off. With a solid team effort in defence from the start, the De La 
Salle team had to work hard early on with solid leadership from Jon Pengue, Nathan Bishara and 
Lachlan McAlpine. Riley Tasaico scored out wide in his first game for the school to open our 2016 
account. The team worked well together and genuinely made a strong effort in defence with Braiden 
Brito, Max Ferguson, Anthony Succar and Ben Pele making a dramatic impact on the opposition. In 
an unfortunate situation, we were reduced to twelve players after a Cathedral student landed 
awkwardly in a tackle. He recovered well and in spite of this setback, Revesby were ahead at half 
time. These boys did very well to re-group and add to this lead with the efforts of Nathan Bishara, 
Aidan Davidson, Christian Jardim and Mike Ellazar (who was dangerous with every touch of the ball) 
a standout during the second half. Remaining dominant over the Cathedral team was a challenge with 
one man short but with additional ‘push’ from Jonathan Delinicolis and Nathanial Pele, things never 
looked in doubt. What was most pleasing to see was the boys supporting one another and continuing 
to work as a team until the final seconds of play. The Year 7 students made a fine debut for the 
College and we look forward to a positive season. It was fine day for football and a great day for the 
Black and Red. The boys played well together; and displayed both tenacity and good sportsmanship. 
They succeeded in representing the College well and played with great purpose. DLS Revesby 32  
defeated  St. Mary’s Cathedral College 0. Tries: Nathan Bishara 2; Mike Ellazar 2; Max Ferguson; 
Riley Tasaico. Goals: Aidan Davidson 4. 
 
Well, they say a week is a long time in Rugby League; for although the Intermediate Rugby League 
team was full-strength, fit and ready-to-go for what ended up being a cancelled Round 1 game v. 
Lakemba, this week we were busted, bruised and almost transported to the field in a convoy of 
ambulances to take to the field against another heavyweight opponent – Cathedral.  It is with injuries 
galore, however, that those wearing the Red and Black stood up… the players nothing short of 
ambassadorial in their representation of the true Rugby League values of hard-work, tenacity, 
resilience and never, ever giving up.  With only one reserve for most of the game, an irregular halves 
pairing and most of our regular forwards out of action, Revesby was still clinical, organized and 
ruthless, demoralizing and demolishing our dazzled opponents.  Revesby opened its account in the 
sixth minute through fullback Matthew Leslie, followed by AFL-convert Nelson Carey’s maiden try in 
the fourteenth.  With some attacking plays that were more beautiful than the contestants for 
Australia’s Next Top Model and line defence more desperate than Bugs Bunny during a carrot 
shortage, Revesby was up 20-0 at the break, with the other tries scored by Tim Maier-Sotiropolous 
and Lachlan Jordan (with Tim converting two).  The second half saw the boys pick up where they left 
off with Anthony Pele scoring in the first minute and Tim Maier-Sotiropolous adding the extras… 
Revesby - 26, Cathedral - 0.  A series of careless penalties given away by us near our line finally paid 
off for Cathedral, who scored their first four-pointer soon afterwards, but it turned out to be but a blip 
on the radar, smaller than a Goldfish in the Pacific Ocean, with the one-way traffic sign switched on 
thereafter and Revesby in absolute command.  Tries were scored by Anthony Pele (2), Tim Maier-
Sotiropolous, Bob Sadek, Matthew Leslie and Cooper Ellison, with Tim, Nelson and Justin Kannan 
converting one apiece, leading to a full-time score of Revesby – 52, Cathedral – 4.  Although there is 
room for improvement, Coach Rouhliadeff was obviously pleased with his boys’ attitude, resilience 
and effort in the face of adversity and is looking forward to seeing his boys face a significant challenge 
in playing Punchbowl next week.  The best players were Bob Sadek, Tim Maier-Sotiropolous and 
Matthew Leslie. 
 
In the Senior competition, after many weeks of early morning starts for just Mr Trevillion, the team 
were hardly at their best. Up against last year’s runners up in the competition, Holy Spirit College, 
Lakemba, Revesby struggled in the muscle department to go down meekly by 46 points to 0.  
 
The Junior Soccer team went into the second round eager to maintain their success from last week. 
They knew it was going to be a good challenge, playing Cathedral, despite the opposition showing up 
late. The boys took on the challenge brilliantly, dominating most of the first half, with the same great 
teamwork we saw in the first round. The boys demonstrated some outstanding passing and 
possession across the park, resulting in a fantastic goal by Sebastian Cerecedo. Unfortunately, 



towards the end of the first half the boys fell asleep and conceded a goal, going into half-time 1-all. 
We went into the second half determined to bring back the same intensity of the first half. Throughout 
the half, the boys worked hard, but we could not seem to regain control of the game and we lost our 
team cohesion. Sadly, this lead to another goal being conceded and we ended the game losing 2-1. 
 
You can't expect to win a game if you go out with a losing attitude. After a great win in the first game, 
the Intermediate Soccer team was brought crashing back down to earth against a strong Cathedral 
side, who taught us a lesson about teamwork and passing. Revesby went into the game expecting to 
lose, and that attitude carried us to a 6-1 loss. The only positive that can be taken out of this game is 
that we will learn from it. Hopefully we will repay the favour to Cathedral in the finals.  
 
The Senior team, absent a few key personnel, were also somewhat lackluster according to coach 
Aberra, and, although playing some good soccer, succumbed to the skill of pretty good Cathedral 
outfit going down 2-0. 
 
A very different set of circumstances awaited us on the park. Revesby’s Junior Rugby League team 
was slightly undermanned today which was a concern especially considering the quality opposition 
from St. Charbel’s College looked ready for action well before game time. It was a sensational 
afternoon for ‘footy’ with the sun shining and a breeze behind us in the first half. We were on the back 
foot from the start, after an early Punchbowl try. The De La Salle team re-grouped, however, under 
solid leadership from Nathan Bishara, and Braiden Brito, who was damaging in both attack and 
defence. Anthony Succar was again strong and Jonathan Delinicolis ran well and tackled hard. 
Moving back to fullback, Mike Ellazar looked dangerous every time he touched the ball and did very 
well to cover in defence.  Three very good tries, including one to Jack Williams, stunned Punchbowl 
and the home team’s confidence was up. The boys worked well together and in spite of a few errors, 
Revesby were leading narrowly at half time. The boys should have pushed forward from that point, 
however, under the greater challenge of the Punchbowl team made some mistakes which proved 
costly in the short term. Consistent efforts from Max Ferguson, Benjamin Pele and Mike Ellazar were 
important during the second half. It was fortunate that the St. Charbel’s team were less disciplined in 
defence which allowed Revesby to re-group. The strong backline combination of Christian Jardim and 
Klayton Kilpatrick paved the way for tries to Kai Bourke and Nicholas Nini. These points were needed 
for our team to retain control over the match as it drew to a close. What was again pleasing to see 
was the player’s support of one another. We will need this more than anything else in the games to 
come. It was a much more challenging situation for this team today. The ‘Juniors’ continue to play well 
together; and displayed both tenacity and good sportsmanship. The boys continue to represent the 
College with a great sense of pride but need to be prepared for the challenges ahead. DLS Revesby 
28 defeated St. Charbel’s College 18. Tries to Braiden Brito, Mike Ellazar, Jack W illiams, Kai Bourke 
and Nicholas Nini. Goals to Nathan Bishara 2, Anthony Succar and Christian Jardim. 
 
Much like the present of a year-long subscription of Woman’s Weekly for Mothers’ Day, Revesby was 
the gift that kept on giving in our Intermediate Rugby League fixture against Punchbowl.  Fumble 
after penalty after defensive lapse repeatedly gave Punchbowl excellent field position and try-scoring 
opportunities, which the opposition readily and repeatedly accepted.  Although we matched 
Punchbowl in the physical stakes and played with high energy, if our foot was the target then we shot 
it with more accuracy than Michael Diamond at the 2000 Olympics, thanks to our uncharacteristic lack 
of discipline.  At half-time, although we trailed by 20-6, there was still life and consequently, hope.  
Coach Rouhliadeff’s perspicacity was as sharp as ever during his half-time address. His remarks on 
getting back-to-basics and embracing the climb back up the mountain in the second stanza, which 
was hardly Vesuvius-like, were seemingly absorbed by his players.   Alas, Punchbowl scored seconds 
into the second half thanks to our unsuccessful receipt of the ball from the kick-off and it seemed as 
though this could be a very long night for Revesby.  To the boys’ credit though, they steadied the ship 
by returning Punchbowl’s (legal) bash-and-smash style in spades and tightening up their discipline, 
scoring a try soon afterwards. Following a ferocious arm-wrestle, Punchbowl unfortunately scored a 
late try to seal a comfortable win, taking out the game by 32-12.  Granted, we had a bench of one for 
the second week in a row and the boys played their trademark tough and uncompromising brand of 
footy, but there was no excuse for our errors, which killed us in the end.  Still, onwards and upwards is 
very much the mindset as we seek to rebound against Five Dock next week.  Tries were scored by 
acting captain, Tim Maier-Sotiropolous and acting vice-captain, Bob Sadek, with Bob converting both.  
The best players were everywhere-man Lochie Jordan, workhorse Bob Sadek, and fearless leader 
Tim Maier-Sotiropolous. 



 
In the Senior Rugby League competition, the Revesby team started strongly against Five Dock, 
scoring early on but squandering a number of early opportunities. An unfortunate injury at the 14-
minute mark saw the game come to a premature end with Revesby coming out on top. 
 
Ready to redeem themselves, the Junior Soccer boys were keen and ready to take on their next 
opponent, Punchbowl. The boys gained control of possession early, and maintained this consistently 
throughout the half. There were moments of brilliance that I know these boys are capable of, and a 
few sloppy moments. Fortunately, the boys pulled themselves together and really started to dominate 
the game. The phenomenal teamwork and attacking produced two great goals, one from Jackson 
Lake and the other from Beau Bozinovski. In the second half, the boys still had control of the game, 
but just could not seem to get it in the back of the net, despite numerous opportunities. Our defence 
and keepers remained solid throughout the match, keeping the opposition from scoring. The boys 
were satisfied with the end result, winning 2-nil. 
 
What a difference one week can make. After a chat about our weaknesses in game two, the 
Intermediate Soccer boys came out with a much better performance against Punchbowl. Although it 
was still a bit scrappy at times, the boys played with purpose and kept the ball moving. We created a 
few opportunities in the first half but could not convert, and the score remained 0-0 at half time.  
In the second half, we had more chances, especially down the flank. Daniel Ton was the first to draw 
blood, flying onto a long ball and chipping it over the keeper's head. The boys kept pushing, and were 
rewarded when Mitchell Trajkovski scored from a free kick. It was a much better performance, which 
we should take into our next game to ensure a smooth road to premiership glory. 
 
In yesterday’s Senior Soccer encounter the team showed some real style in a 2-0 defeat of St 
Charbel’s. Some nice individual play from Christian Obeid set up the first goal scored by Matthew 
Liemich whilst Jack Amy did the handiwork for Matthew to score his second. Excellent goalkeeping 
from Chris Solway was also a highlight. 
 
Week 2 also saw the College holding its annual Athletics Carnival. Blessed with a glorious autumn 
day, the competition was fierce. There was, as usual, many competitors out on the track and in the 
field vying for house points and although it was a close race at the start, Dunstan and Maurice moved 
ahead of the pack as the carnival came to the business end. Although Maurice pushed the champions 
throughout the relays, it was Dunstan house, which once again were crowned athletics champions. 
Other champions on the day included: Julian Toubia (Dunstan); Nicholas Leontsinis (Johnson), Andre 
Stojanovski (Maurice), Lachlan Jordan (Dunstan), Alex Salgueira Schell (Dunstan), Sammy Moussa 
(Maurice) and the Open’s age champion Paul Kitiona (Dunstan).  
 
Last week about fifty keen endurance athletes travelled into the city to take part in the CBSA Cross 
Country Carnival at Queens Park. A warm day and firm track greeted the students who ran 
distances varying from 3km to 6km. Although the College did not finish amongst the placegetters, a 
number of students ran exceptionally well to make the CBSA team that will compete at the upcoming 
NSWCCC Cross Country Championships at Easter Creek. Boys who qualified included Julian Toubia, 
Antonio Mira, Paul Sfeir, Jon Pengue, Aaron Yerbury, Matthew Leslie, James Bottrill and Max 
Vaughan. We wish them all the best. 
 
In other sports news, congratulations to Kyle Tesoriero and Bradley Kilpatrick who recently competed 
in the School Sport Australia Softball Championships. They were both part of the victorious NSW 
U17’s team that put Queensland to the sword early on in their finals encounter subsequently taking 
out the title. Bradley was also named in the Australian Merit team, a wonderful result. 
 
Mr. Vlad Kulish 
Sports Co-ordinator 
 
 


