
NEWSLETTER        Week 9 Friday March 29, 2019   
Dear Parents,
 
An update on school projects pending ... 
The After School Care Facility planning is progressing and at this stage it is
anticipated it will open at the beginning of Term 3. I am still negotiating the
possibility of opening for the last weeks of Term 2. However we will run our
normal after school program here at Blessed Sacrament, when
Mosman Prep close down for holidays at the end end of Term 2 (usually a week
or so earlier). 
Yesterday the facilities were checked by the service provider, so all is in on
track. I will keep you informed when I have any more updates. 
 
Playground 
We have received quotations for the upgrading of the lower playground and
additions to the top playground. Over the holidays some work will be carried out
including the installation of a storage area on the top playground to
accommodate passive and creative play material and some netball posts for
the top and lower playground. 
The large pot plants have been a welcome addition to green up the lower
playground. Thank you to the parents who also assist with our school garden
project. 
We are also grateful to the State Government who donated $5000 towards the
upgrade of the playground prior to the state election. 
 
Chess 
We will be offering Chess in Term 2 and Term 3. If your child is interested in
chess classes on Thursdays at lunchtime - please contact the school office and
an enrolment form will be emailed to you.  
  
Robotics 
In Term 2 Robotics will be on offer as an extra activity on Friday at lunchtime. If
any student in Years 1 to 6 is interested in participating, please email your
child's name to the school office. 
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This Sunday March 31 at 10.00am, we will celebrate our Mass with families.
Yr 2 will lead the reflection and Yr 3 parents are rostered for the morning
tea.  All parents and families are welcome to join us for this Mass.  
 
School Assembly Wednesday morning at 8.45am. All parents and friends
welcome to attend. 
 
The last assembly for the term will be on Wednesday 10 April. At this
SNAPSHOTS Assembly all classes will reenact the Easter story:- 

Palm Sunday (Kinder) 
The Washing of the Feet (St 1) 
The Last Supper (St 2) 
and the Crucifixion  (St 3)

 
Please join us for the Presentations of the Easter Story. 
 
Well-being  (Greatfulness and Mindfulness)  
Thank you to the parents who attended the
wellbeing session last night. It was a very helpful
and practical presentation, providing resources for
parents to use. 
When we talk about wellbeing, the focus is to learn
how to deal with many experiences positive and negative that impact our lives. 
We learn to ride a bike by having 'wobble moments' and then master our fears
and gain confidence in our riding ability. And so it is with our wellbeing,
encountering a variety of experiences and learning the strategies to manage
and cope. So the end result is a 'toolkit' that supports our mastery of many
situations positive and negative. 
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As we pass through the midpoint of Lent, let us be accepting and aware of the
needs of other people. And we pray for the families who are suffering the loss
of loved ones and enduring hardships at this time. 
 
Wishing everyone all the best for the remaining weeks of term and enjoy the
holidays. Thank you for your help and support. 
 
Louise O'Brien 
Principal 
 
Thought for the week

Almost none of the problems in the world today have
only one solution.
 

 
 
       
   

From play to ... a Finnish perspective on education 
 
In the weekend paper, Professor Pasi Sahlberg discussed the differences he
has encountered in moving his family to Australia from Finland. His six year old
son Otto has started school here in Sydney and is noticing the practical
differences. In Finland there is no school uniform or the need to take lunch to
school or address teachers by their surname. He was never asked to focus for
more than 45 minutes or finish his day later than 1.00pm. 
  
His father, Pasi Sahlberg, is noticing the philosophical differences as his family
settles into life in Sydney For example in Finland teachers are trusted, here he
sees professionals hamstrung by regulations. In Finland parents never asked
about a school's academic record, here is is often the first thing Australian
parents want to know. 
 
Finland is a high performing country in OECD rankings, 'in 2015 Australia was
25th in the world in Maths and 16th in reading while Finland was 13th and 4th. 
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So what is the big difference? Pasi has noticed that the significant difference in
Australia is that parents and schools put far more emphasis and pressure on
academic performance and comparisons than Finland. 
 
Pasi Sahlberg, a world renowned educational expert stated "Otto's (his son)
readiness in terms of academics don't worry or concern me at all. My main
thing is that he loves to go to school, and that he learns to understand why he's
at school - what's the purpose of it" 
 
In Finland Otto was at school between 8.30am and 1.00pm. After each 45
minute class, children had 15 minutes to themselves. Even during class time
there was no explicit teaching of reading or maths instruction; the kids learned
through play. "Their room is designed with words and letters, the children
become naturally curious, " he said. 
 
"Parents and teachers accept that playtime is learning time. Here I see people
think more that play time is wasted time." 
 
If Pasi could change one thing about the Australian attitude to education, it
would be the focus on academic achievement. 
"Every parent wants the best for their own children," he says. The issue is that
not all the parents really know what is best for kids, they think it's high grades,
and they have to be better that others, and that's not the case."   
(Professor Pasi Sahlberg is at the Gonski Institute for Education at UNSW)

Premier's Reading Challenge is open for students and
continues through to August 30. The children have been given
their username and password. Please contact your child's teacher
if you have any questions regarding username and passwords. 
Booklists can be viewed on the PRC website. Parents or children can directly
enter books the children have read on the PRC reading log through the
website.   
 
If your child has a problem logging into the website with their details please
email the office info@bscliftongardens.catholic.edu.au 
 

Reflection 
Lent is a perfect time to pause, and "leave behind the unrest and commotion

that fill the soul".  
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God of infinite love,  
 

I thank you for this reminder of your love 
and your call that we be more patient, 

gentle and compassionate with others.  
Here in the middle of Lent, 
I turn to you for your help.  

Please soften my heart. 
Help me to let go of judging others. 

I ask you this, in Jesus' name. 
 

                        Amen

 
               Save the date - P&F Fundraiser                          
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Date Claimer - Wednesday 8 May Mother's Day Breakfast 8am 
and Mass at 9am

CALENDAR   (Please check the School Calendar on COMPASS
for all school events for 2019) 
Term 1 2019      MARCH 
 
Week 9 
Friday 29 - Parish Cocktail Party 
Sunday 31 - Family Mass (Yr 2 reflection and Yr 3 Morning Tea) Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 
Week 10  APRIL 
Sunday April 5 - Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 
Week 11 
Wednesday 10 - SNAPSHOTS Assembly - Presentations of the Easter Story (all classes) 
Friday 12 April - Last day of Term 1 
Sunday 14 April - Palm Sunday 
 
TERM 2 
Monday April 29 - school resumes - Children return in Winter Uniform.

Blessed Sacrament Parish Cocktail Party  
                        Friday March 29 
 

2019 Term Dates 

Term 1 - Concludes on  Friday 12th April 2019 

Term 2 - Monday 29th April to  Friday 5 July, 2019 

Term 3 - Monday 22nd July to Friday 27 September, 2019 

Term 4 - Monday 14th October to Wednesday 18 December 2019. 
*During the year there are staff professional development days, we will inform
parents of the dates as soon as they are confirmed.

CLOTHING POOL 
(Second hand uniforms)  
The uniform shop will is open on Monday mornings (under the ‘Big House’ behind the
Reading Room). If you require any uniforms please contact Jenny Schmidt  
jschmidt1972@gmail.com and they will be sent home with your child. 
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Please remember when you purchase an item from the clothing pool that you re-name it
with your child's name

 
 
 
 
 
 

This email was sent to <<Email Address>> 
why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences 
Blessed Sacrament · 2 Queen Street · Clifton Gardens, NSW 2088 · Australia 
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