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 May 16, 2013 

Wiscasset Middle School
 

 

Linda Bleile, Principal
Rachel Bennett, Counselor
882-7767

Principal’s News:  Any parents who would like to receive the principal's emails about events and 
information should send their email address to lbleile@svrsu.org or by call the school.

CalendarCalendar

May 27 Memorial Day.  No School.

May 31 Workshop Day.  No School.

June 3 Friends of WMS Parent Teacher Meeting 6 pm

June 5 5th grade musical on the Westward Expansion    6 
pm in the gym

June 7 Celebration of Learning.  Times TBA

June 7 Morp 7th and 8th graders. 7-9 pm

June 8 SVRSU12 Budget Validation meeting/vote.  
Whitefield Elementary

June 17 WMS 8th grade final assembly.  7 pm in the gym.

June 18 Last day of school! 11:30 am dismissal.

June 28 Towns vote on RSU budget.  

FUND RAISING NEWS!

A huge thank you goes out to all of 
the families who participated in our 
cookie dough fundraiser.  Your 
support earned WMS $774.00!   In 
addition to the other fundraisers we 
participated in this year we have 
raised a grand total of  $1,782.  This 
money helps buy classroom supplies, 
buy membership to educational 
websites, sends our students on field 
trips, and so much more.  We would 
not be able to fund these activities 
without your help.  Again, thank 
you.  If you have any suggestions,  
would like to help out next year or 
have questions about our 
fundraising efforts, please call 
Stacey Souza in the office at 
882-7767.  

Please return all your overdue library books now!  Bills 
will be sent out soon for all books not returned. If you 
have any questions, please call the library at 882-7767.  

Thanks for your help!

THE APPROVED SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR 
2013-2014 IS ATTACHED!

mailto:lbleile@svrsu.org
mailto:lbleile@svrsu.org
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Music News 

Please mark your calendar for the WMS Spring Concert on Thursday, May 30th at 6:30pm.  All 
5th-8th grade chorus and band students will perform.  Students have been practicing and 
preparing an evening with a variety of music for you!  We look forward to seeing you there!

In addition, the WMS 6th-8th grade band and chorus will both perform at the 8th Grade Final 
Assembly on Monday, June 17th at 7:00pm.  Music students will need to arrive at school that 
evening at 6:30pm. 

7TH GRADE NEWS

On Friday, May 17, the 7th graders will be traveling to West Gardiner to participate in the National 
Guard’s ROPES program.  This team building day is a follow-up to the PRIDE Program the students 
did last fall.  The students will be presented challenges that will take teamwork to complete 
successfully.  This day always proves to be fun-filled and rewarding, and the students are looking 
forward to seeing their National Guard facilitators again.

IT’S EARTH DAY EVERYDAY!
	 	
by: Julia Murphy, Shannon James, Billy Pinkham, Katelyn Long & Jade Rego

How many pieces of  trash do you think you would find outside of  Wiscasset Middle School, 100 pieces, 
maybe 200 pieces, what about 2000 pieces of  trash in one day? On Earth Day, April 22nd, WMS 5th 
graders went outside and collected trash around the school perimeter in honor of  the Earth’s birthday. Each 
group collected 1 to 2 bags of  trash. Below shows a pie graph showing how much trash the  5th graders 

collected in all.
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Sketching on a pad of paper on the bench, 
a case of pencils at her side

It comforts her. 
It inspires her. 
It comforts her.

You can tell by the way she furrows her brow 
and erases,
smiles when she gets a line correct.

Comforted,
just by the parkʼs getaway 
from the bustling city streets and sounds. 

It comforts her.

" " " Seven Claypool
" " " 7th grade poems
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5210 LET’S GO GRANT PROVIDES EXERCISE EQUIPMENT AT WISCASSET 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

Wiscasset Middle School now has 45 exercise balls for students to sit on during class, two stationary bikes in the 
hallways for students to ride, exercise bands and fitness routines in the hallways for quick workouts, and 95 
pedometers for students to wear.  All of this was made possible by a $1,000 Let’s Go grant.  

The grant application was focused on our school theme of Fitness Anytime, Anywhere.  With the $1,000, the 5210 
Champion was able to purchase equipment to support the theme.  All the equipment is available to students to be 
used throughout the day.  Currently, there are 90 students wearing pedometers throughout the school day and 
recording the number of steps they took for three weeks in the first 5210 Step Challenge.

WMS also was given a stationary bike from Sue Fleck that has been added to the fitness station in the 5th/6th grade 
wing.  If you have a piece of equipment or would like to support WMS in providing healthy options for students, 
please contact Tricia Bursey at tbursey@svrsu.org or 882-7767.

I have eaten

the cake

that was 

on the counter

and you

were probably

saving

for dessert.

Forgive me...

it was so creamy,

so good

and so perfect.

Jesse Perkins, 7th grade poems

As the frog
leaped over
the top of
the gray rock

first the front
feet
recklessly

then the hind

flopped down
into the pit of
the  depths of the pond

" Levi McAtee

Kicking the ball
on the field
grass flying everywhere

It is so fun to me.
It is fun to me. 
It is fun to me.

You can tell by 
the way I smile
and kick the ball
and score a goal

Refreshed 
a drink of water
quenching my thirst

it feels so good to me.

" Max Sampson

mailto:tbursey@svrsu.org
mailto:tbursey@svrsu.org
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8TH GRADE NEWS

With great excitement and anticipation the Wiscasset Middle School 8th grade headed off to Chewonki for four 
days and three nights as part of Chewonkiʼs Outdoor Classroom.  The 8th graders at Wiscasset have been 
participating in the Chewonki “Day Program” for more than 20 years, but this is only the second time  theyʼve had 
the opportunity to be part of the “Residential Program.” The change in program was a result of a grant Chewonki 
received from ELLMS (Environmental Living and Learning for Maine Students) that funded most of the cost for the 
8th graders to stay over night. 

Chewonkiʼs program gives students an opportunity to learn about ecology, watersheds, conservation, animal 
adaptations and farming in an outdoor-setting that allows them to see these concepts first-hand. In addition to the 
science, students also participated in a number of activities that showed them how to work together and challenge 
themselves. One particularly memorable experience for the students is crossing the famed “gulch.” Students 
harness themselves to a cable that spans the width of the gulch; suspended from their harness, they pull 
themselves across. 

 The over night experience gave students additional opportunities to learn about their natural surroundings, as 
well as the challenge and experience of living outdoors in Maine in April. As part of the “Residential Program,” 
students were asked to gather water for cooking and washing, cut and chop wood for fires, and prepare and cook 
their meals over the open fire. They learned to set up and take down tents as well as pack a frame pack. They 
learned to live without electricity, phones, and hot water.

The 8th graders had a great time. Before going, many were nervous; some had never camped out before. They 
were also a little disconcerted about being without their phones for so long. When they got back, it was a different 
story. Whether it was about their counselors, the activities, or the food, the students could not keep their 
enjoyment to themselves. We heard many comments about how much fun they had, and that they bonded with 
classmates they had never really hung out with before. 

Is Metaphorphosis Really Happening in Sixth Grade?

You bet it is, and it is happening right in front of our eyes!  One day we were learning the definition of 
metamorphosis: “a marked change in the form and usually the habits of an animal in its development after its 
embryonic change,” according to Thorndike-Barnhart, and the next thing you know a pod of frog eggs appear in 
the classroom. This was on a Friday. By Monday they were magically turned into polywogs!  Isnʼt science great?  
Now they are forming buds near the front of their bodies that will eventually grow into legs, and they are breathing 
through gills.  Soon they will have short legs, a long tail and will be considered young frogs.  Eventually they will 
go through more adaptations.  When metamorphosis is complete they will have no tail, lungs to breathe, two 
strong back legs for travel, big eyes and a long tongue to see and catch prey.  We plan to release most of the 
tadpoles back into the wild long before this happens.  Thank you Samantha for providing the frog eggs and 
Joshua for the food and extra pond water.  

P.S. Did we happen to mention that we love frogs?


