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Principal’s News:  Any parents who would like to receive the principal's emails about events and 
information should send their email address to lbleile@svrsu.org or by call the school.

CalendarCalendar

March 7 Progress Reports sent home

March 11 - 
19th

WMS Scholastic book fair.  

March 13th & 
14th

Parent Teacher Conferences 3 -7 p.m.  
Please call the school to schedule a 
conference.  

March 15 Workshop Day - No School

March 21 RSU Concert.  WHS at 6:30 p.m.

March 28th & 
29th

WMS Play.  WMS at 6:30 p.m.

April 4 Modern Woodman Speech Contest.  WMS 
gymnasium at 6 p.m.

April 10 WMS Variety Show 6:30 p.m.

April 11 Report Cards sent home

April 12 Early Release - 11:30 dismissal

April 15 - 19 April vacation

Grab and Go Breakfast

Grab and Go breakfast is now available to all 
students.  Students may either eat their breakfast 
before school or pick up their breakfast to take 
with them to eat at snack time later in the day.  
Students who get either free or reduced lunch 
are able to get breakfast at no charge!  A 
variety of breakfast options are available!  The 
daily breakfast choices are:

Everyday Choices:  Whole grain cereal, donuts, 
bagels, muffins, whole grain pop tarts.

Mondays: Combos (ham, egg & cheese) with 
hash browns, scrambled eggs with sausage or 
bacon & slice of toast.

Tuesdays: Breakfast sandwiches, Sausage in 
whole grain pancake on a stick.

Wednesdays: Whole grain pancakes, whole grain 
french toast sticks.

Thursdays: Breakfast pizza or breakfast 
sandwiches.

Fridays:  Cinnamon rolls or yogurt parfait.WMS Scholastic Book Fair
Book fair is open Monday, March 11 

throughTuesday, March 19th after school from 3 - 6 
p.m.  Open until 8 p.m.  on Wednesday, March 13th 

and 14th during Parent Teacher Conferences!  
Volunteers are still needed - call Mrs. Carlson to help 

out!

So much depends 
upon     
A yellow ribbon 
Covered in dirt   
Beside a black 
horse.    
  Clara Mugnai 
   7th grade poems
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Music News

The Sixth Grade Honors Music Festival will be held on March 8th at Boothbay Regional High School.  Ten of our sixth 
graders will be representing WMS and make us very proud!  Congratulations to these hard-working students: 6th Honors 
Chorus:  Matt Chapman, Abbi Connors, Natalie Corson, Samantha Myers, Danny Santaella, Kennedy Sprague and Sydnie 
Thayer.  6th Honors Band:  Andrea Doray, Jamie Major, Taylor Robertson and Cameron Snyder

All Chorus and Band Students (grades 5-8) will be performing at a combined concert with the high school and all the 
other schools in the RSU on Thursday, March 21st at 6:30 p.m. at Wiscasset High School.  This is sure to be an 
entertaining evening of fantastic music!  Hope you are able to join us!

The 7th and 8th Grade Honors Festival will be held on April 5th and 6th at Camden Hills Regional High School.  Kendra 
Bellefleur, Jenna Bickford, Kayla Bott, Gabrielle Chapman, Jonathan Doray, Clara Mugnai and David Roach auditioned 
and were selected to represent Wiscasset Middle School.  They are busy practicing and preparing for the big event.  
Congratulations to these musicians!  Your hard work and effort make us proud!

5210 News

Hannaford Dietitian Presents to Students

The 5210 Committee was pleased to have Hillary Pride present to all students on February 
6th.  Hillary is a Hannaford Dietitian who talked about healthy eating.  Volunteer students 
participated in a trivia game to answer questions and received fruit as points.  The first team 
to reach 5 fruits (points) was declared the winner.   Why would 5 points be the winner?  
Because 5 stands for five fruits and vegetables a day in 5210.  Hillary also brought a healthy 
snack, trail mix, for all students.  

5210 thanks Hillary and Hannaford for this excellent presentation.

So much depends
upon
the shiny white phone
holding my pictures and secrets 
tucked away in my boot.

  Lindsey Gordon



Library News
On March 1st, WMS students participated in “Read the Most from Coast to Coast”.  This was 
a nationwide challenge to top the one-day record for Accelerated Reader Quiz-taking.  Last 
year the nationwide record was set at 3,581,992.  Students read books, then take a ten to 
twenty question Accelerated Reader quiz using the iPads.  Congratulations!  The nationwide 
record was broken.  The new record is 4,409,622. Students are looking forward to next year 
to “Read the Most from Coast to Coast” and break the record again!

5th Grade News

Grade 5 is reading Hatchet, an adventure novel about survival of a young boy alone in the 
Canadian Wilderness.  The students are enjoying the exciting story, as well as making 
connections to the real world, a Common Core State Standard. Some topics they will be exploring 
and researching are flying small planes, making a fire without matches, how to find shelter and 
food, and the plants and animals of the Canadian Shield. The first guest speaker was Mr. John 
Reinhardt, a local historian and licensed pilot.

The 5th grade teachers are making time management an issue at this point in the year. To be 
successful, students must show good effort in all subjects, have all work completed on time and 
be good listeners in the classroom. By midyear the expectations are clear and consistent, and 
weekly assignments such as TFK, math homework, and reading minutes are important to have on 
time. 

The Grade 5 Team is looking forward to conferencing with parents and students on one of the two 
conference days, March 13 and 14 from 3 P.M. to 7 P.M. Please call the office to schedule your 
appointment with Mrs. Gray, Ms. Townsend, Mrs. Erkman, and Mr. Controvillas.

So much depends
upon
the No. 2 pencil for me
because without it
I would never have learned to draw 
or write the stories I do.
   Seven Claypool

So much depends
upon
a green bottle
containing a message
floating away in the ocean.
   Keith Grant



Language Workshop Takes Sixth Graders Around the World

Our sixth graders all participated in a “Language Awareness Workshop” hosted by Elena Smith, our 
RSU 12 ESL (English as a Second Language) Teacher and Specialist.  Elena is an amazing teacher!  
She brought a wealth of knowledge, priceless videos, and inviting group projects to our sixth 
graders.  These activities immersed students in the power of learning a second language, and the 
importance of communication.  As Nelson Mandela, the 1993 Nobel Peace Prize Winner, once said, 
“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head.  If you talk to him in his 
own language, that goes to his heart.”  Elena Smith brought languages into our hearts, something 
we will never forget.

At the end of the workshop, the students finished this prompt.  “We should learn different languages 
because.........”  Here are some of their responses:  

“We should learn to understand other people. We could change someone’s life if we knew what they 
said.” 
“We need to learn how to communicate with people around the globe.”
“It can help people get a better memory because it sharpens the mind like a sharpener ! to a pencil.”
“I wish to learn all the languages in the world.”
“It will help us understand their language, culture, and lots more.”
“It will help the world of people to understand each other better.”

Grade 8 News

Since December 8th graders in both science and language arts classes have been studying alternative energy and 
climate change.  Local businesses that install wind, geothermal and solar systems have come into speak to the 
students.  In early January the class made a trip to the University of Maine at Orono to visit several divisions of 
the engineering department that deal  with alternative energy. Language arts classes are just beginning research 
for their energy papers and projects.  Science classes are just finishing the climate change unit.  Next week they 
will hold a mock climate summit and later in the spring an energy fair.

7th Grade News

This quarter the 7th grade started “Sacred Writing” time.  On most days when students come into class, 
they have ten minutes of time to write on any topic they want.  Students have written book reviews, 
poems based on books, thoughts about life in general, stories, and more.  This writing is proving to be 
very diverse and well thought out.  Some students have even volunteered to read their work at the spirit 
assembly.

We have also begun our poetry unit.  Using the book Love That Dog as a framework, the students are 
being introduced to different poets and poetic techniques.  So far we have looked at a bit of William 
Carlos Williams and Robert Frost.  Following the format of Williams’ poem “The Red Wheelbarrow,” 
students have written their own versions.  Look for some samples of their work in the newsletter.


