
"For if the Pakeha come to smite you, 
do not smite in return.” - Te Whiti

“I am for peace. Let the lions rage, I am still for 
peace.” – Te Whiti, to the people of Parihaka 

(Whanganui Herald, 24 October 1881). 

The western Taranaki settlement of Parihaka was 
home to a powerful, yet peaceful resistance to 

the governments confiscation of Māori land in the 
mid to late 1800s. On the 5th of November 1881, 
hundreds of government troops entered the 
village, destroying homes, evicting villagers, and 

arresting their leaders. 
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Parihaka is located between Mount Taranaki 

and the Tasman Sea in the North Island 

of New Zealand. By the 1880s, it was said to be 

the largest Māori village in New Zealand. Te

Whiti O Rongomai and Tohu Kakahi established 

Parihaka in the early 1860s. The aim of Parihaka 

was to create a community where everyone 

was equal and self-sufficient. At the time, the 

New Zealand Government were confiscating 

Māori land throughout Taranaki. Māori who had 

lost land were forced to relocate, with many 

choosing to move to the safe refuge of 

Parihaka. 
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Originally, the government promised Māori that 
they would be able to keep possession of 

their land. However, the crown went back on their 
word and began to confiscate Māori land. Upset and 
angry about this, the people of Parihaka, led by Te
Whiti-o-Rongomai and Tohu Kākahi, used a form of 
non-violent protest called passive resistance. They 
pulled out government survey pegs on confiscated 

Māori land, ploughed Pākehā farmers’ paddocks, and 
rebuilt fences taken down to make way for new 

roads. The government imprisoned several hundred 
of the Parihaka protestors without a fair trial, and 
in October 1881 they gave Te Whiti and his followers 
and ultimatum: Leave within 14 days or you will be 

removed. 

On the 4th of November 1881, a force of 644 armed 
soldiers and 1000 settler volunteers from around the 
country assembled at Pungarehu, near Parihaka. The 

people of Parihaka gathered on their marae, many with 
white feathers in their hair. They were not armed, and were 

not preparing for battle. In fact, when soldiers invaded 
Parihaka on the 5th of November 1881, led by the Minister of 
Native Affairs John Bryce, the Māori people didn’t attack. 
Instead, they made 500 loaves of bread to share with the 
soldiers and sent their children to greet them. When the 
soldiers arrived at the centre of the village they found 
2500 Māori sitting together. Bryce told the people of 

Parihaka that they had one hour to leave or they would be 
sent to jail. He had tried to keep journalists away with the 

threat of being arrested. However, the plans were halted by 
two reporters who watched everything take place from a 

secret hiding spot at Parihaka.  



Parihaka leaders Te Whiti and Tohu were imprisoned 

for 16 months without the chance of a fair hearing. 

On the 10th of June 1882, they were finally charged 

with “wickedly, maliciously, and seditiously contriving and 

intending to disturb the peace." Back in Parihaka, by the 

18th of November 1881 as many as 400 a day were being 

evicted, and by the 20th, over 1400 had been forced to 

leave. The houses of Parihaka were burned and the crops 

were destroyed. Eventually, 1600 people were evicted from 

the community of Parihaka. Upon their release from 

prison in 1883, Te Whiti and Tohu returned to Parihaka. They 

aimed to rebuild Parihaka as a place of learning and 

cultural development. Te Whiti and Tohu died months apart 

in 1907. In describing the events at Parihaka, Attorney 

General Chris Finlayson stated in 2016, “The Crown (NZ 

Government) responded to peace with tyranny, to unity 

with division, and to autonomy with oppression”.
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On the 9th of June 2017, He Puanga Haeata took place (the 
Crown Reconciliation Ceremony). In this ceremony, the 

Crown (NZ Government) formally apologised to the
community of Parihaka. Treaty Negotiations Minister Chris 

Finlayson delivered the apology and admitted that it should have 
come earlier. He said past events at Parihaka were “among the 

most shameful in the history of our land". He also said the 
Crown regretted its actions, which had left it with a legacy of 

shame. As well as a formal apology, the reconciliation 
package included a $9 million development fund, a set of 

relationship agreements between local and central government 
and legislation that legally binds the government's commitment 
to Parihaka. Some people believe a Parihaka Day should replace 
Guy Fawkes Day on November 5 in New Zealand. On the 18th and 

19th of each month, Parihaka welcomes iwi, whanau and guests to 
each of the three marae to share their history and discuss 

current issues. Since 2006, Parihaka is the venue for the annual 
Parihaka Peace Festival, which draws visitors from all over New 

Zealand.
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The Raukura (the white albatross feather) is a 

sign of peace associated with the people of 

Parihaka. There are various stories of how 

the Raukura feather became such an important 

symbol to the people of Taranaki. One account 

tells of a group of people at Parihaka who saw 

an Albatross land on one of its courtyards, drop 

a single feather and fly off. The story then 

follows that this feather became the Raukura, 

and was honoured by Tohu Kakahi and Te Whiti-o-

Rongomai, the leaders of Parihaka. The Raukura

feathers emerged as a symbol of the passive 

resistance movement that Tohu Kakahi and Te

Whiti o Rongomai began.

Te Whiti-o-Rongomai and Tohu Kākahi were pacifists 
who wanted to find peaceful ways to solve the 

land disputes in Taranaki and live in harmony with 
their neighbours. As young men, both were raised with 

traditional Māori knowledge and traditions. They were also 
taught Christian theology, meaning their spiritual and 

political views could draw on ideas from both Pākehā and 
Māori belief systems. Both men had lived for a time at the 
mission farm at Warea on the Taranaki coast. It had its 
own flour-mill and became economically successful by 

selling flour and other produce to settlers in New 
Plymouth. Te Whiti and Tohu were determined to embrace 

the Pākehā world, and work with it for the economic 
benefits that it offered their people. Their most 

distinctive belief, which they and their followers practised 
diligently, was a rejection of violence, even when protesting 

against injustice.


