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FRANKly Speaking,         
                                                              

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

For behold, the winter is past; the rain is over 

and gone. The flowers appear on the earth, the 

time of singing has come, and the voice of the 

turtledove is heard in our land. 

                                —Song of Solomon 2:11-12 
 

     As I write this letter, I am looking out my  

office window at home at the newest 

layer of snow to arrive this winter.  

The only problem is that the calendar 

says it is Spring!  I also write to you 

in the midst of Lent, the forty days 

the church sets aside for reflection on 

what it means to be a follower of 

Christ.  The word Lent, interestingly 

enough, comes from an old English word lencten 

which means spring.   

     Over the last several weeks after church as I 

greet people, you might have heard me ask, “Are 

you ready for Spring?”  The answer is usually 

something like, “Yes!  Oh yes!  Yes, Yes, Yes!”  

We can’t wait for the arrival of warmer tempera-

tures, green grass, tulips poking their way 

through the dirt, and no snow!  Spring will come.  

     Someone once referred to Lent as a 

“springtime for the soul.”  As we may be in the 

midst of fasting, reflection, or letting go of things 

that have a hold on us, it might not feel much like 

spring to us.   

     When I consider God’s creation, I know that it 

takes much effort for Spring to come.  The sun   

melts the snow, the temperatures slowly rise,  

the bulbs must struggle to push their way to 

light.  Spring comes though, whether or not it 

comes by the date on a calendar.   

    In a few weeks Spring will be here in all its 

glory, and so will Easter!  In the life of    

Christians it doesn’t come without effort. Our 

forty day journey may be difficult at times, 

revealing things to us we’d rather not face.  

But as we engage in some vital personal     

reflection and growth, we also look forward 

to the certainty of Easter.  It 

surely comes. Our Lenten  

journey of springtime work, 

leads us to Easter’s joy.     

     The Spring of new life 

might burst upon us as we   

discover where we have grown 

as Christians during this holy 

season. The Spring of resurrection may come 

to us as we recognize whose we are.  The 

Spring of new growth may come to us as we 

discover we are stronger than the things we 

have begrudgingly sacrificed for forty days.   

     And as we look forward to the              

Resurrection of Christ, we realize that God 

has been working on the dead places in us as 

well—lifting us up when we’re down, helping 

us  resist temptations, comforting us in times 

of distress.  Even in the midst of Lent, we can 

look forward to Easter and know that just as 

God brought Jesus to life, so he brings us to 

life as well.   

     So, relish these last few weeks of Lent’s 

spring because Easter is just around the      

corner! 

      Yours in Christ,                   Pastor Frank 

 

 

Our mission is to express the message and spirit of Christ through Christian worship, education,  

discipleship, evangelism and charity, and in all we do glorify God and share God’s love. 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Supper Club is on Tuesday, April 15. 

Come and enjoy a delicious buffet supper.  Bring a dish and your table service at 6 PM.  For    

entertainment we will again enjoy the South Suburban Music and Dulcimer Society perform as 

we did last year when we had the opportunity to do some “sing along”.  It was a fun time. 

The usual $5.00 cover charge will apply.  Mark your calendars. 

  

Fellowship Breakfast will not be held in April due to Easter Sunday. 
 

 

Salty Christians will meet on Thursday, April 3rd, 12:30 p.m.  Dixie will be our hostess at the church.    

We are to read through chapter 4 for discussion of the book The Zealot by Reza Aslan.  Everyone is welcome 

to participate. 
  

The next Council Meeting will be held on April 21st at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 Easter Lilies are available for $17.50 this year.  Please contact  

 Elizabeth Webb at (708) 997-0694 to order one.  Please make your 

 payment out to St. Paul Community Church and give to Bev in the church  

 office or put your payment in the church office mail cubby.  
 

                              Social Concerns 
    

  Monthly Ministry  
 The Monthly Ministry for Respond Now for April is dental care items     

 (toothpaste, toothbrushes, flossers, etc.).  Thanks so much for your  

 continuing generosity.  Your Social Concerns Committee 
 

 

Help Provide a Meal for South Suburban PADS.  St. Paul will be providing a meal 

for PADS at Faith United Church in Park Forest (10 Hemlock St., Park Forest) on  

April 19th from 7:30—8:30 PM.  We will are to be at the church by 7:00 PM.  We need 

volunteers to purchase, cook, setup serve the meal, and clean up afterward.  We are  

asking for donations of cookies.  Please call Walter Miller at (708) 748-2704 if you can 

volunteer. 
 

Do you have a room for rent?  Pastor Frank knows of an individual who is in need of           

relocation.  Please call Pastor Frank for additional details. 
      

A Little Humor for the Journey (don’t forget to submit your jokes and humorous stories to 

Pastor Frank for Holy Humor Sunday on April 27th) 
 

Sign on the outside wall of a Maryland convent: "Trespassers will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of  

the law.           — The Sisters of Mercy 

 

Blooper in a church bulletin: "The church had a going-away party for our Pastor.  The congregation was anxious 

to give him a little momentum."          — via Joseph A. Maher, Oxnard, CA 
 

"Humor is, in fact, the prelude to faith; and laughter is the beginning of prayer." 

            —Reinhold Niebuhr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

             
 

 



Lent at St. Paul Community Church:  
 

Wednesday Evenings at  

St. Paul.  

6:30-8:00 p.m. Every Wednesday, 

until Holy Week, April 2, 9.  You 

are invited to gather for soup, 

sandwich and a study of the 

book, “Calmly Plotting.”  (See info     

below).  Contact Elizabeth Webb 

if you’d like to provide soup.   
 

HOLY WEEK 
 

No Wednesday gathering during Holy Week. 
 

Maundy Thursday 

April 17th, 6:30 p.m.—8:00 p.m., St. Paul will  

have soup at 6:30 with a Lenten discussion and  

Holy Communion from 7:00-8:00 p.m.   
 

Good Friday 

St. Paul Community Church, April 18th, 7:30 p.m.    

We host Presbyterian Church as we recall the  

crucifixion of Christ. 
 

Easter!!   
April 20th, 10:30 a.m.  Come join us as we celebrate 

Christ’s Resurrection!   
 

2014 Lent Devotionals Books  

Calmly Plotting: 2014 Lent  

Devotionals from the Stillspeaking Writers' Group 

of the United Church of Christ.  It takes its title 

from E. B. White's description of his wife, Katherine, 

planting her spring bulb garden in the fall of the last 

year of her life.  
 

"Oblivious to the ending of her own days, which she 
knew perfectly well was near at hand, [she was]     
sitting there . . . under those dark skies in October, 
calmly plotting the resurrection." 
 

These devotionals offer a fresh perspective on the  

season for every day of Lent.  Each is accompanied 

by a scripture verse and prayer.  If you are able,  

a $6 donation would be appreciated. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Ecumenical Gatherings During Lent: 
 

Midday Tuesday Community Lenten 

Services at First Presbyterian Church 

of Homewood, 12:10 p.m.-1:00 p.m.       

A short service will start at 12:10 p.m. 

on Tuesdays.  Lunch follows.   
 

Please Pray for: Mike Bielong 

(brother of Cathy Anderson),   

Beverly Hughes, Juanita Kincaid, 

Lois Samson, Cheryl Williams 
 

Continued Prayers:               

Dot & John Mooi and Lois Samson 
 

Our hearts and prayers go to the family of 

Harry Rurup who recently passed away.  

Harry was the uncle of Terry Staley. 
 

 

Happy Birthday 

to:  
   

4/3 Linda Schmidt 

4/5 Emily McGuire 

4/13 Shirley Powers  

4/14 Paul Huegel  

4/15 Christopher Williams 

4/16 Jessica Kuester and Timothy Schulz   

4/18 Brad Powers and Lynn Shafer 

4/19 Michael Peterson 

4/21 Fred Gold 

4/28 Lois Powers                  
    

   Pray for our  

   Service Men and  

   Women 
 

Please include these great people in your 

prayers:   

Sgt. Preston Everson, Marlene Maxon’s  

Marine grandson  

Ryan Giesen, Beatrice Giesen’s grandson  

Sgt. Edward McDonough, neighbor of  

Mary Kay Spieth  

and Dixie’s grandchildren:   

Staff Sergeant Julia D. Rossney 

Senior Airman Jason A. Rossney and  

MA2 Kenny Self 



Commentary- An “AH-HA Moment” 
Written by The Rev. Geoffrey Black 

March 13, 2014 
 

I had an epiphany during the season of Epiphany, that post-Christmas  

celebration in the Christian calendar which acknowledges the arrival of the 

Magi at the place where Jesus was born.  They travel long distances to give 

homage to the Messiah and have their own epiphany, their own 'AH-HA'  

moment when they recognized Jesus as the One for whom they had been 

waiting. 
 

Last month I had occasion to attend the annual conference organized by the National Gay and 

Lesbian Task Force called 'Creating Change.'  The theme for this year's event was the LGBT  

community's advocacy efforts and engagement of such advocacy at the intersections of other 

justice issues and movement.  It was a powerful event, and the presence of leaders from the    

interfaith community signaled that justice for all of God's children is at the heart of our faith 

commitments. 
 

The following week, I joined with leaders from United Church of Christ congregations,  

seminaries, conferences and our national denominational office in North Carolina to participate in 

a state-wide Moral March.  This grassroots movement has been witnessing at the state capital 

every Monday during the past year for fairness for North Carolinians on a wide range of  

concerns.  My colleague and president from the Unitarian Universalist Association, the  

Rev. Peter Morales, also attended. 
 

The Moral March was organized by people of North Carolina and led by the Rev. William Barber, 

president of the North Carolina NAACP, to protest actions of the governor and state legislature 

that are harmful to the residents of North Carolina, especially African Americans, women,  

lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered persons, immigrants living in the state, and persons with 

disabilities.  Here were people organizing and advocating together across a wide spectrum of life 

experiences who understood that their issues converged. 
 

As I reflected on these two experiences that happened, it became clear to me that I had  

experienced something special, a kind of mountain-top moment. 
 

The 'Creating Change' conference was a conference that gathered people who have been margin-

alized, pushed aside, made to feel less than others and unaccepted as equals - sometimes in their 

own families, sometimes in the churches that had once been their spiritual families, and too often 

in all kinds of places and situations in daily life.  The Moral March was also a gathering of people 

who have been marginalized and left out. 
 

My epiphany was this: Deep inside I heard a voice saying to me, "This is where you belong!  This is 

where I am doing a new thing!"  I realized that indeed it was not just about me as an African 

American man.  At each event, we were the Beloved Community together and the voice from on 

high, the voice of God, the still speaking voice, that was saying to us, "This is where I am working 

with and through my people to transform and transfigure the world.  Ah-ha!  Do you not perceive 

it?" 
 

The Rev. Geoffrey A. Black is general minister and president of the United Church of Christ. 
 

 



Here’s how you’re changing lives – through the CROP 

Hunger Walk!  
 

$24 1-year supply of Vitalita™ nutrition Packets for 20 children –  

 to promote healthy development and Prevent life long  

 health problems. 
 

$50 seeds and tools to help a family grow their own healthy food to 

              eat and to sell at market.  
 

$110   emergency food package – locally purchased and culturally appropriate – 

      enough for a family of five for one month.  
 

$140   pigs in a pair – soon providing a piglet to share with another family in need 

      of a great source of food and income. 
 

$300   10 meters of a shallow borehole well for a community desperate for clean, 

      safe water and sustainable food security.  
 

$1000 pump and maintenance training – allows women and girls to grow food and attend school,  

      instead of carrying water long distances daily. 
 

Join the CROP Hunger Walk today!  Sign up at church or contact Walter Miller  
 

The 2014 Crop Hunger Walk will be held at Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Park Forest (2901 Western Ave.) on Sunday May 4th.  Registration begins at  

1:00 p.m., Open Ceremony at 1:30 with the Step Off at 2 PM.  If you have any  

questions please contact Walter Miller or Linda Schmidt. 
 

Join St. Paul Walk team by signing up to walk or sponsor a walker! 
 

Blanket Sunday—Easter 
On Easter Sunday we’ll be taking $5.00 donations to purchase  

Church World Service blankets.  This will allow CWS to be ready  

to help families around the world recover from disasters and  

displacement, and build viable, sustainable lives and communities. 

CWS helps to provide primary health care for displaced and other 

families in need.   
 

In such far-flung places as Sudan, Pakistan and Nicaragua, CWS 

gives comfort and care to moms and babies, and helps children get the nutrition they need to grow 

up strong and healthy. In Chheu Teal Korng village, Cambodia, women lead nearly half of the     

households, as their husbands fulfill responsibilities and seek opportunities elsewhere for supporting 

their families.  CWS is providing micro loans and training for fish, vegetable and mushroom farming, 

allowing families there – and elsewhere around the globe – to build hope for the future.  And here in 

the U.S., CWS Blankets provide comfort in many communities hit by disaster, and in shelters or 

agencies assisting those experiencing hard times. 



Finance Committee Stewardship Moment 
 

Dear Members and Friends of St. Paul, 
 

As you know, we’ve had an extremely difficult winter this year with    

multiple snow and ice storms, not to mention the “polar vortex.”           

Because of the severe weather, our gas and snow removal bills for January 

and February are double our budgeted number.  The weather also affected 

our attendance and revenue as well. 
 

If you are able, we ask you to consider making a extra contribution to  St. Paul.  You can place an 

envelope in the collection plate marked, “Special Offering,” or you can send it directly to the church 

office (please make checks out to St. Paul and put “special offering” in the memo line).   
 

We appreciate your continued support of St. Paul Community Church, and the many ministries of 

Christ that take because of you.   
 

Yours in Christ, 

The St. Paul Finance Committee 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Daily Devotional -March 26, 2014 (From our national website:  www.ucc.org) 

John Edgerton 
 

"So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak truth to our neighbors, for we are members of one  
another…Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up."  
            --Ephesians 4:25-32 
 

In every church, there are bound to be deeply-held disagreements between people.  There are bound to be 

people whose contributions in Bible study make us wonder if they had woken up intending to go to a         

different church entirely.  There are bound to be people who, when we see their name on the agenda for 

Church Council, our initial instinct is to cry out "How long O Lord?!"  
 

But the great thing about church—the thing church does better than any institution I know—is that the 

church does not allow us the exclusive company of those we find agreeable and charming. 
 

To be a member of a church means worshipping alongside people we would not think to invite to a dinner 

party.  To be a member of a church means serving on committees with people whose politics we find  

abhorrent.  To be a member of a church means living in beloved community with people who drive us up a wall. 
 

Be honest with one another, but only if it builds people up?  When we earnestly disagree with someone, that 

is a tough balancing act to pull off.  It's balance-an-egg-on-the-skinny-end tough. But even so, it is a critical 

part of Christian discipleship. Because if I tear someone down just because they disagree with me—even if 

what I said was true—it is nothing more than evil talk. 
 

Prayer 

God help me to speak the truth in love every day. Because You know, O God, that I must annoy the dickens 

out of some people myself. 

 
About the Author 

John Edgerton is Associate Pastor at Old South Church in Boston, Massachusetts. 



     April 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 3 4 5 
  

 
 
 
 
 

12:10 p.m. 
Lenten      
Service at First  
Presbyterian 
Church of 
Homewood      
 
7:00 p.m. Square 
Dance 
 

6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Lenten Supper 
and Study at     
St. Paul 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC  

12:30 p.m. Salty 
Christians 
7:00 p.m. Choir 
 

 

 
 

7:00 p.m. AA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 p.m. NA 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

10:30 a.m. St. Paul 
Worship Service 
Communion Sunday 
 
 
 

9:00-12:00 a.m. NHCBC 
1:00 p.m. Square Dance  
 
   

1:00 p.m. Salty 
Christian Crafters 
 
 

 
 

 

12:10 p.m. 
Lenten      
Service at First  
Presbyterian 
Church of 
Homewood      
 
4:00 p.m. Leap of 
Faith Players 
7:00 p.m. Square 
Dance 

 

6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Lenten Supper 
and Study at     
St. Paul 
 
 
 
 

7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC  

3:00 p.m. Worship 
Committee Mtg. 
7:00 p.m. Choir  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 p.m. AA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 p.m. NA 

9:00 a.m. AA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

Palm Sunday 
10:30 a.m. St. Paul 
Worship Service  
 

 
9:00-12:00 a.m. NHCBC 
1:00 p.m. Square Dance  
5:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 
 
 

1:00 p.m. Salty 
Christian Crafters 
 
 
 

  

 

6:00 p.m.  
Supper Club 
 
 
 
4:00 p.m. Leap of 
Faith Players 
7:00 p.m. Square 
Dance 

 

 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC  
 

Maundy Thursday 
6:30 p.m. Soup 
and Study 

 
 

7:00 p.m. AA 
 

Good Friday 
7:30 p.m. 
Good Friday 
Service at   
St. Paul  
8:30 p.m. 
Choir  
 
7:00 p.m. NA 

7:00 p.m. 
PADS dinner 
at Faith  
United 
Church, 
Park Forest 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

Easter Sunday 
10:30 a.m. St. Paul 
Worship Service  
Communion Sunday 
 

 
 

9:00-12:00 a.m. NHCBC 

1:00 p.m. Salty 
Christian Crafters 
7:00 p.m. Council 
Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4:00 p.m. Leap of 
Faith Players 
7:00 p.m. Square 
Dance 

9:15 a.m. Caring 
and Sharing 
Committee Mtg. 
 

 
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC  

7:00 p.m. Choir 
  
 

 
 
7:00 p.m. AA 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. NA  

 
 

27 28 29 30     
10:30 a.m. St. Paul 
Worship Service  

Holy Humor 
Sunday      
 

 

9-12:00 a.m. NHCBC 
1:00 p.m. Square Dance 

1:00 p.m. Salty 
Christian Crafters 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
4:00 p.m. Leap of 
Faith Players 

7:00 p.m. Square 
Dance 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC  
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 Holy Humor Sunday 
 

   Come join us on Sunday, April 27th 

   At our 10:30 am worship as we  

   celebrate God’s joke on the 

   Devil—the Resurrection of Christ! 
 

   For centuries in Eastern Orthodox,   

   Catholic and Protestant countries,  

   the week following Easter Sunday,  

   including "Bright Sunday" (the   

Sunday after Easter), was observed by the faithful as "days of  

joy and laughter"  with parties and picnics to celebrate Jesus'  

resurrection. 
 

Churchgoers and pastors played practical jokes on each other, 

drenched each other with water, told jokes, sang, and danced. 
 

The custom was rooted in the musings of early church theologians (like 

Augustine, Gregory of Nyssa, and John Chrysostom) that God played a 

practical joke on the devil by raising Jesus from the dead. "Risus   

paschalis - the Easter laugh," the early theologians called it. 
 

If you have a humorous story you’d like to share with Pastor Frank 

give him a call, hand it to him, or email him at frodgers@stpaulcc.com 

 


