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  Water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow,  
  Snow on snow, 

In the bleak mid-winter 
  Long ago.  

 

     Of course, there’s no guarantee that 
the birth narratives really happened.  

After all, the Gospel 
of Mark, the earliest 
of the gospels, does 

not have any birth 
story.  He begins his 
gospel with the 
baptism of Jesus.  

John’s gospel also 
bypasses any  
mention of how Jesus 
was born.  He begins 

his gospel: 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God...And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us.” 
 

In Matthew’s gospel there is no stable 
scene, but the Wise Men find Jesus in a 
house.  
      Yet, every Christmas we turn to 

Luke’s manger scene.  It grips us, takes 
hold of us, and tugs at our heartstrings.  
The Savior of the world is birthed in a 

stable.  “Why lies He in such mean  
estate?” we ask as we sing that old, 
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Our mission is to express the message and spirit of Christ through Christian worship, education,  
discipleship, evangelism and charity, and in all we do glorify God and share God’s love. 

FRANKly Speaking, 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

And [the shepherds] went with haste, and found 
Mary and Joseph lying in a manger.” 
                                                         —Luke 2:16 
 

     I’m writing this letter 
on Christmas Eve.  In just 
a few hours the faithful 
will gather to celebrate 

the birth of the Christ 
child.  According to the 
writer of the Gospel of 
Luke, Jesus was born in 

very meager surround-
ings.  A stable, perhaps a 
cave, was the first home 

of our Savior.  He was 
born to poor parents, a 
hardworking carpenter named Joseph and an 
unwed, peasant, teenage girl named Mary.  

Luke tells us there was no room for them in the 
inn.  Many faithful will participate in “Posadas” 
which re-enact this pilgrimage of Joseph and 
Mary trying to find a place to stay.  The first 

Christmas would hardly look like any of the 
Christmas cards we send out.   
     In 1872, Christina Rossetti wrote a haunting 

carol that captures what that first Christmas 
must have felt like: 
 

In the bleak mid-winter 
  Frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron,  
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familiar carol.  Luke’s story takes our breath away. 
     Whether or not the birth narratives are factually true, they speak to us of a deeper 

truth about the Christ.  Jesus knows the pain of being homeless and poor, of having no 
place to lay his head, and of being a refugee.  Shortly after his birth Jesus and his  
parents will flee to Egypt to escape Herod’s murderous intentions.  As an adult, Jesus 
was an itinerant preacher relying on the good will of others for food and lodging.  Much 

to the dismay of the religious leaders of his day, Jesus was often seen in the company of 
the outcast, the poor, and the sick.  Jesus shows us what Divine compassion looks like, 
especially as he interacts with those who are deemed by others as unworthy.  I believe 
our Savior was able to show that kind of love because he understood first hand as a 

child about want, poverty, and hardship.  
     In our Christmas Eve worship, I asked our children what they would put in Jesus’ 
stocking if he had one?  It’s the same kind of question hymnwriter Christina Rosetti asks 

at the end of her beloved carol. 
      

What can I give Him, poor as I am?  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb, 

If I were a wise man, I would do my part, Yet what I can I give Him, give my heart.  
 

     I’m convinced that the primary reason Christ came to this world was to show us how 
to love—our families, our friends, our communities, and our neighbors, especially those 
who are, as the baby Jesus was, in “such mean estate.”  Thus, we are called as  

Christians to love those who are facing terrible hardships—the migrant family seeking a 
better life, the refugee fleeing war or famine, the homeless who wander our streets, our 
neighbor who has lost a loved one, a son or daughter who needs an encouraging word, 

the person struggling with addiction. 
     If your stocking was like mine this year, it was filled with all kinds of goodies.  But, I 
pray that you and I can fill Jesus’ stocking throughout the new year.  Fill it with our 
time, energy, compassion, forgiveness, mercy, peace, and, most of all, our love.  If we do 

that, the world won’t seem nearly as scary as it appears. 
     Thank you for allowing Christ’s love to be re-born in you once again. 
 
Yours in Christ,                Pastor Frank 

 

Annual Dinner and Meeting  
   Sunday, January 20, 2019.  Please plan to join us immediately  
after worship for our annual meeting followed by dinner in  
Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

Recommended Council for St. Paul 2019 
President         Kirk Powers             220-0003               kirkpowers@comcast.net 

Vice President       Jim Anderson          206-1708               Anderson1515@sbcglobal.net 
Clerk               Jan Mahan              957-0629               jan.mahan@bairdwarner.com 

Business Manager  Vern Olson              269-8003               volson@multiwerks.com 
Christian Education  position open 
Building/Grounds     Jon Thomas            219-662-1303        thomas55@aol.com 

Fellowship     Donna Peterson       755-2007               ilyadmp1956@yahoo.com 
Memorials      Laura Sesol             380-8516               laurasesol@hotmail.com 
Pastoral Advisory   Thomas Barone       630-267-4343        thomasbarone@att.net 

Social Concerns     Walter Miller            748-2704               walter5901@sbcglobal.net 
Worship            Mary Bucek             945-6213               medb@comcast.net 

At-Large     Cindy Thomas         219-662-1303        Cindy1957@aol.com  

 
 

 



 

     
 
 

 

Bible Study meets on Sundays, at 9 AM in 
the Gathering Room, starting Jan. 6th.  The 

new book is  “Dispatches to God’s  
Household, The General Epistles”.    
 

Salty Christians    

Will meet Thursday, January 10, 2019 at 

St. Paul.  Please read chapter 6.     
 

Church Council—January 14th, 7:00 p.m. 
Council chairs, can you please have your 
2018 annual reports to Bev by Jan. 11th?  

Thanks! 
  

Worship Committee Meeting - Jan. 14 at 
6:00 p.m. before the council meeting. 
 

Lunch Bunch will meet on January 6.  
Please let Judy McGee know before the  

service if you’d like to go so she can call in 
the reservation to Grady’s Restaurant. 
 

Fellowship Brunch/Annual Meeting 
Join us on Sunday, Jan. 20th following 
worship for brunch and St. Paul’s annual 
meeting.     
 

Thank-you!!  To all who donated and  
assisted with holiday cookies for the  
Dec. 7th gathering and for the ability to 
send cookies home on 12/16.  We even had 

several small plates available for donations.   
Again, thanks for all you do & provide for 
the fellowship committee.  Donna Peterson 
 

Social Concerns: 
 

PADS Dinner—St. Paul is volunteering to 
serve a PADS dinner at Flossmoor  

Community Church on Sunday, Jan. 27th.  
If you’d like to help, there is a sign up sheet 
on the receptionist’s desk.  Thanks to all 

who helped serve in December!  
 

Thank you for your extreme generosity 
with the toys, mittens, scarves and hats in 
December!    
 
 
 

 
 

Prayer Concerns 
Tom Davis, (Mary Bucek’s  
brother), Galen Graham,  
Bob Hewett, Sue Sullivan, 

Jonathan Mitchell, Nasir  
(Tom Barone’s brother-in-law), 
Peggy and Rev. Gordon Reif, 

Kim Shaw, Virginia Cox (mother of Marilyn), 
Elizabeth Young and her husband Cliff, and 

Marj Wright.   
 

Our prayers and sympathy to the family of 
John Miller who passed away on Nov. 25th. 

His service will be on Saturday, Jan. 12th, 
10:30 a.m. at St. Paul. 
 

Our sympathy to Tom Welsh’s family on his 

passing on 12/24/18. 
 

 

 

  Happy Birthday to:  
 
 

1/4 Betty Frangella 
1/6 Susan Sullivan  
1/7 Beverly Hildreth 
1/9 Kirk Powers 
1/13 John Kyle   

1/14 Juanita Kincaid  
1/15 Marti Breach, George Dunigan 
1/19 Robert Williams       
1/20 Larry McGill  
1/22 Yvonne Frangella    
1/24 Pamela Huegel 

1/25 Rev. Gordon Reif 
1/27 Andrea Luke, Ian O’Leary 
    

    
 

 

  Please include in your    

  prayers our  

  service members:  
 
 

 

Ryan Giesen, Beatrice Giesen’s grandson  
Dixie Mitchell’s grandchildren:   
Staff Sergeant Jason A. Rossney and  
MA1 Kenny Self 
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St. Paul Community Church Council Minutes  
November 12, 2018 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Kirk Powers.  
 

Present: Kirk Powers, Jim Anderson, Vern Olson, Donna Peterson, Jon Thomas, Cindy Thomas, 
Laura Sesol, Walter Miller, Tom Barone, Mary Bucek, and Jan Mahan. Ree Grisham was  
greeted as a guest.  
 

The minutes of the October 15, 2018, meeting were reviewed. Jim moved that the minutes be 
approved. Cindy seconded and the motion passed.  
 

Devotions  
 

In the absence of Pastor Frank, Jim read an essay by Jennifer Brownell titled "On Not Loving 
My Neighbor." It begins with a passage from Mark 12:29-31. "Jesus answered, 'The first is, 
Hear, O Israel, the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.' The second is this, 'You shall love your neighbor as  
yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these." 
  

Years ago, Jennifer and her family moved into The Little House in the Suburbs. On their first 
day the guy across the street knocked on her door. He did not come to welcome them, but to 
crankily warn them against parking in front of his house. As he left, she was pretty sure she 
uttered an unflattering oath and, as the windows were open, she was pretty sure he heard 
her.  
 

She continues that we got off on a bad foot that day, and to this day, I have never been able 
to love my neighbor. But I keep coming back to the passage from Mark, running my non-love 
for my neighbor over the words again and again. The words still poke.  
 

Because they poke, I know that Jesus is still speaking these words just for me. I trust he will 
keep speaking them as long as I need to keep hearing them. So, I'll keep listening and trying 
and getting poked and trying again and trusting that one day these beautiful, irritating words 
will finally make it from my ear to my heart. 
  

President's Report  
 

Kirk noted that we have new lights in the parking lot. Jon picked them up and John Sailor  
installed them.  
 

Kirk showed us a file folder from Mary Kay, the contents of which outline the procedures for 
the Thanksgiving baskets. Making the turkey with removable feathers for the Gathering Room, 
grocery lists, collecting donations, how to find recipients, packing the baskets, delivery, etc. 
are outlined. 
  

Kirk would like a similar file on each special thing we do - garage sale, Sunday communion, 
etc.- so we will have the basics to draw upon. In the future, one should be able to look at an 
existing file, add or subtract items and ideas when appropriate, and not have to spend time 
redoing things that have already been done many times.  
 

Business Manager's and Trustee's Report  
 

Vern reported that total revenues for the month, specifically regular envelopes (Pledges), are 
down. Most of our expenses are fixed but the Special Fund account is up - the money donated 
by Lois Powers for the door. Other expenses are at or below where expected. Donna moved to 
accept Vern's report, Jim seconded, the motion passed and the report will be filed.  
 

Pastor's Report  
 

Pastor Frank had plans for tonight before Council was changed and so was unable to attend. 
He has sent us his notes for tonight.  
 

Thanksgiving baskets will be assembled Saturday, Nov. 17th.  
 

Stewardship Sunday is Nov. 18th during church.  
 

            Continued on next page 
 
 
 
 



St. Paul Community Church Council Minutes (continued)  
November 12, 2018  

 
Annual Meeting, first part, is Nov. 18th after church. We will adopt the 2019 budget, vote on 
the slate of officers, and then share a meal prepared by Fellowship.  
 

PADS Dinner - St. Paul will serve a PADS dinner at Flossmoor Community Church on Sunday, 
Nov. 18th.  
 

Advent planning is underway through the Worship Committee. We will try to provide rides for 
those who do not want to drive at night for the Christmas Eve service.  
 

Shared Space Partners Update  
 

New artist Jennifer Tobicoe, a photographer (specializing in maternity pictures) and felt  
designer will join us in December. 
 

Photographer Leann Buss will leave our artist's group due to personal reasons. She was  
assured that if her situation changes, we will find a place for her.  
 

Jennifer will use the room by the balcony, Massage therapist Monica Bailey will move to the 
Lounge where she will also conduct yoga classes. She has agreed to donate the full suggested 
amount of $395.00 per month based on the square footage. Crafters and NarAnon will then 
meet in the Noah's Ark room downstairs. New Holy Cross Church will be asked to move their 
items out of the closet in the Lounge.  
 

Other possible studio spaces - The Pact room could be converted into a semi-open space for 
four artist studios or a meeting room. The Chapel of the Chalice has been cleared and is 
ready for new flooring and installation of a heating system. 
 

Lord of Life Apostolic Church which has been meeting in the chapel has ceased operations. 
Personal reasons have kept their pastor away.  
 

Marj Wright is facing surgery at Christ Advocate Hospital. She fell and broke her left elbow 
and on her way a few days later to have it checked, fell and broke her right wrist.  
 

New Business  
 

2019 Council nominees  
 

It was agreed that the slate of 2019 proposed Council members to be presented at Annual 
Meeting on Sunday is the same as the 2018 roster with the exception of Christian Education. 
Linda Schmidt resigned earlier this year. The Church officers will also remain the same. Kirk 
will begin the second year of his 2 year term.  
 

2019 Budget  
 

Jim Anderson has worked on the budget and gave us copies of the proposed budget showing 
the 2018 budget, the 2018 actual numbers (through September) and the proposed 2019  
figures. After much discussion and some tweaking, the figures were agreed on. Copies will be 
distributed at Annual Meeting.  
 

Walter moved and Mary seconded a motion to approve the proposed budget changes.  
 

The copier issue is not yet resolved. It was suggested that we consider Office Max's printing 
services for the bulletin.  
 

Committee Reports  
 

Building and Grounds - Jon reported John Sailor was paid $633 for lights, $300 for  
installation, and $75 for diagnosis.  
 

The new snow plowing contract is $185 to plow and $110 to do the sidewalks. This is a $10 
increase from last year. Donna moved and Jim seconded a motion to accept this bid. Motion 
carried.  
 
                   Continued on next page 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St. Paul Community Church Council Minutes (continued)  
November 12, 2018  

 

Jon has purchased a blade and weights for the new tractor so Jim can do the sidewalks. 
Donna moved and Laura seconded a motion to approve the purchase of snow removal 
equipment. Motion carried.  
 

Fellowship - Donna had planned a cookie exchange but that gave way to the Church Open 
House planned for the evening of Dec. 7 when Homewood hosts its Christmas celebration.  
 

The Artists' Open House has been put on hold for this year but will be held next year. We 
will be asking for cookies for the Open House and if any are left over they will be used at 
the brunch the third Sunday of Dec.  
 

Memorials - Laura said Memorials will pay the approximately $2500 organ repair bill. 
 

Pastoral Advisory - Tom brought a catalogue from Church World Services. He will post it.  
 

Social Concerns - Walter reminded us of the PADS dinner Sunday evening and also of the 
two PADS dinners scheduled for next year.  
 

Worship - Mary noted that Pastor Frank has ordered Advent books for the congregation, 
much like the Lenten books we had at Easter. Monday, November 26, is the Hanging of the 
Greens. The Christmas Eve candlelight service will be at 9:00 p.m. on Dec. 24th.  
 

Ree said that it had been suggested that the hand bells be displayed in the new case at the 
rear of the sanctuary. Upon investigation she was told that the hand bells are finely tuned 
musical instruments and need to be kept in their cases for protection. She also sent thanks 
from the choir for hearing their concerns at the last Council meeting.  
 

Poinsettias will be $15.00. There will be a signup insert in the bulletin which can be given to 
Ree or to MaryBeth.  
 

There being no further business, Jim moved to adjourn. Donna seconded and the motion 
carried.  
 

The meeting closed with the recitation of the Lord's prayer.  
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Jan Mahan, Clerk 
 

  Epiphany 
  By Christina Villa 
 

  "On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt    
  down and paid him homage."                                                                                         
  —Matthew 2: 1-12 
 

  Many years ago, I bought a Nativity set for a few dollars at a Unitarian church    
  rummage sale. All of its figures were thrown in a paper bag.  When I got them    
  home, I discovered there were five Wise Men, an extra baby Jesus, and no Joseph. 

There was a sheep twice the size of the camel. Nevertheless, every year I set it up, using a 
spare Wise Man for Joseph. 
 

Today is Epiphany, when we celebrate the Magi visiting the infant Jesus. As the scripture says, 
the three wise men did not visit the baby Jesus on the night of his birth and were never there in 
the stable amidst the hay with the camels and the sheep. They actually came to Jesus' house 
later on.  All of our nativity sets are wrong. Not just mine. 
 

Most of the time, getting the details right is important. But sometimes it just doesn't matter. 
Sometimes you can have all the right parts in all the right places at all the right times, and 
still ... something is wrong.  Especially at Christmas, when so many work so hard to make 
things just right. 
 

That's why many people are relieved this week.  Now we can get back to regular, imperfect life, 
with its mismatched or missing people, places, and things.  Now is when the Wise Men come to 
see Jesus, the Savior of the world. 
 

Prayer:  Thank God there's more than one way to be right.  Amen. 
 

 

 



If you are planning an event, please contact Bev in the office to verify your date at (708) 798-0700. 
 

  January 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  2 3 4 5 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 

 
 
 
6:00 p.m. Theater 
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC 
 
 

 
 
 
7:00 p.m. AA 

 
 
 
6:00 Theater 

 
 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

10:30 a.m. St. Paul  
Worship Service 
All Saints Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Bible Study 
9:00 a.m. Choir 
11:45 a.m. Lunch Bunch 
at Grady’s 
 
9:00-11:30 a.m. NHCBC 
2:00 p.m. Theater 

1:00 p.m. Crafters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. Theater  
Auditions 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Theater  
Auditions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. Theater  
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC 
 

12:30 p.m. Salty 
Christians at  
St. Paul 

 
 
 

 
7:00 p.m. AA 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Theater  

10:30 a.m. 
John Miller 
Service 
 
9:00 a.m. AA 
1:00 p.m. 
Theater 
 
 
 
 
 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

10:30 a.m. St. Paul 
Worship Service 
9:00 a.m. Bible Study   
9:00 a.m. Choir  
 
 
9:00-11:30 a.m. NHCBC 
2:00 p.m. Theater 
6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 
 

1:00 p.m. Crafters  
6:00 p.m. Worship 
Committee Mtg. 
7:00 p.m. Council 
Meeting 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. Theater  
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. AA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Theater  
 

 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Theater  

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

10:30 a.m. St. Paul  
Worship Service 
9:00 a.m. Bible Study 
9:00 a.m. Choir 
11:45 a.m.  
Congregational Meeting 
and Fellowship  
 
 

9:00-11:30 a.m. NHCBC 
2:00 p.m. Theater 
3:00 p.m. Square Dancing 
 

1:00 p.m. Crafters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. Theater 
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. AA 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Theater 

 
10:30 a.m. 
Coffee House 
meeting 
 
 
 

27 28 29 30 31    
10:30 a.m. St. Paul  
Worship Service  
9:00 a.m. Bible Study  
9:00 a.m. Choir 
5:30 p.m. PADS dinner 
 
9-11:30 a.m. NHCBC 
2:00 p.m. Theater 
3:30 p.m. Square Dancing 

1:00 p.m. Crafters 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
6:00 p.m. Theater 
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC  

 
 
 
 
7:00 a.m. AA 
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For an hour on Christmas eve 
And again on the holy day, 
Seek the magic of past time, 
From this present turn away. 
Dark though our day, 
Light lies the snow on the hawthorn hedges 
And the ox knelt down at midnight. 

 
Only an hour, only an hour 
From wars and confusions turn away 
To the islands of old time,  
when the world was simple and gay, or so we say, 
And light lay the snow on the green holly,  
The tall oxen knelt at midnight. 
 
Sorrow over Bethlehem lay, Iron the empire, brutal the time 
Dark was that first Christmas day,  
Light lay the snow on mistletoe berries 
And the ox knelt down at midnight. 
 
(By Robinsons Jeffers from his 1941 poem, Two Christmas 
Cards.  “Dark though our day,” Jeffers says, dark too was that 
first Christmas day. Any hope — the light snow, the kneeling 
ox — will have to be wrested from the darkness)  


