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Boys.  A priest at the school, Brother  

Matthias Boutlier, first introduced Ruth to 

the game of baseball.  He became a father- 

figure in Ruth’s life, teaching him how to 

read and write, and worked with Ruth on 

hitting, fielding, and, as his skills  

progressed, pitching.   
      Marian Anderson, (1897-

1993) was an American  

contralto and one of the most 

celebrated singers of the 

twentieth century.  She  

credited her Aunt Mary with 

encouraging her to sing.  

Both Marian’s parents were 

devout Christians and the 

whole family was highly  

active in the Union Baptist 

Church in South Philadelphia.  Marian’s 

Aunt Mary was particularly active in the 

church’s musical life and, when she noticed 

her niece’s talent, convinced her to join the 

junior choir at the age of six.  As a part of 

the choir she got to perform solos and  

duets, often with Aunt Mary who also had 

a fine voice.  Marian was also taken by her 

aunt to concerts at local churches, the 

YMCA, and other community music events 

throughout the city.  Anderson credited her 

aunt’s influence as the reason she pursued 

a singing career.   

      

Our mission is to express the message and spirit of Christ through Christian worship, education,  

discipleship, evangelism and charity, and in all we do glorify God and share God’s love. 

FRANKly Speaking 
 

“Weren’t there ten men healed? Where are the other 

nine? Is nobody going to turn and praise God for what 

he has done, except this stranger?”    

                                                          —Luke 17:17-18 
 

     If you’ve been attending church recently you 

know that we are concluding 

the children’s moment with the 

Lord’s Prayer.  Our Sunday 

School teachers thought it 

would be a neat way for the 

congregation to teach the  

children this foundational  

prayer.   

     “Teach us to pray,” the  

disciples asked Jesus.  That got 

me to wondering how people 

who were the top talents in 

their field learned to do what they do.  Somebody 

must have got them started. 

      For instance, “Who taught Elvis Presley to 

play guitar?”  It turns out that Elvis’ minister at 

The First Assembly of God Church in  

East Tupelo, Mississippi, Brother Frank Smith 

taught Elvis how to play a D chord, an A chord, 

and an E chord.  It was all Elvis needed to play 

“Ole Shep.” 

     Between the ages of 7 and 19, baseball great 

Babe Ruth lived at an orphanage in Baltimore, 

Maryland called St. Mary’s Industrial School for  



The scripture from Luke reminds us that Jesus placed a high value on giving thanks to God for the 

glorious things that happen in our lives.  I’m assuming he also encouraged people to give thanks 

to those who taught them how to be the people God intended them to be.   
      A New Year is often a time for resolutions.  How about this one.  “This year I’m going to be  

especially aware of the people who have had a positive influence on me.  Who taught me right 

from wrong?  Who showed me that vulnerability is a strength?  Who taught me how to forgive, 

show mercy, love?  Who taught me to have faith?”  And then you might resolve this year to take 

some time to give thanks.  If your most influential people are no longer with you, why not lift up a 

prayer of thanks, and resolve to find some way you might teach others what’s been passed on to 

you.       

 

Yours in Christ,                                       Pastor Frank 
 

                                                         

 
Annual Dinner and Meeting, Sunday, January 24, 2016 
Please plan to join us immediately following the 10:30 worship service for 
our annual meeting followed by dinner in Fellowship Hall 
 

 
 
The next Council meeting will be on Monday, January 18th.   
Council Members—please have your annual reports to Bev no later than 
January 13th. 
 
 

Bible Study resumes on January 10th at 9:00 a.m. in the  

gathering room.  Come explore the Gospel of Mark.  What's 

a LISTEN UP! Bible Study, and why is it unique?  God's word is 

alive. God will always have something new to say to us. That's 

why the purpose of the LISTEN UP! Bible Study series is not 

simply learning information about the Bible. It is hearing God 

speak. There is a difference. In these Bible studies, you will be 

encouraged to listen: listen to the Bible, listen to your own 

questions and responses, and listen to the honest sharing among 

participants in your study group. Trusting in the power of the 

Holy Spirit, we believe that in that mix of biblical text,  

personal engagement, and honest speaking and listening, God's 

word may be heard, speaking words of challenge and words of 

comfort.  

 
 



 

New Member Class 
The last Sunday of January, after worship, 

we’ll have a new member class. 

 

Salty Christians    
The next meeting will be on Thursday,  

January 14, 12:30 p.m. with Elizabeth Webb 

hosting.  Please read, “India, the Noble Path,”  

beginning on page 46 of the book, Fields of Blood:  
Religion and the History of Violence, by  

Karen Armstrong.   

 

Social Concerns: 
St. Paul has volunteered to prepare dinner for 

the PADS site at Faith United Protestant 

Church, 10 Hemlock St., Park Forest on  

Saturday, January 16th from 6—9 PM.  We are 

also scheduled for:  Feb. 20 and March 19.  

Please contact Walt Miller at  

(708)748-2704 if you can help.   

 

THANK YOU! 
To everyone at St. Paul Community Church, 

WOW!  Thank you for the over-flowing  

Thanksgiving food baskets that you provided for 

District 153 families.  They were SO  

appreciative!   

Lynn Calhoun,  School Social Worker 

 

The Elim School gathered over 6 thousand 

shoes!  Thank you for your donations! 

 

Thanks to all who donated unwrapped toys 

for Respond Now! 
 

 

Respond Now 
The Monthly Ministry for Respond Now is  

personal hygiene products.  Thank you for 

your continuing generosity.  

 
 

 

 

 

 
Prayer Concerns:  

Chuck Steadman and Cheryl Williams    

 

Continued Prayers: Marge Baker,  

Kathryn Davis, Tom Davis, Yvonne Frangella,  

Al Frank, Andrea Luke, Linda Mudra, Pat Powers,  

Mary Kay Spieth, Terry Staley and Darria Warnock 

  

Our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends 

of Helen Robinson who passed away December 13th.  
 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday to:  
 

 

 

1/4 Betty Frangella 

1/6 Susan Sullivan  

1/7 Beverly Hildreth 

1/9 Kirk Powers 

1/12 Pat Seibert 

1/13 John Kyle   

1/14 Juanita Kincaid  

1/15 Marti Breach, George Dunigan 

1/19 Robert Williams       

1/20 Larry McGill  

1/22 Yvonne Frangella    

1/24 Pamela Huegel 

1/25 Rev. Gordon Reif 

1/27 Andrea Luke, Ian O’Leary 
    
              

 

 

Pray for our Service 

Men and Women 
 

 

 

   Staff Sgt., Preston Everson, Marlene Maxon’s  

   Marine grandson  

   Ryan Giesen, Beatrice Giesen’s grandson  

   Dixie Mitchell’s grandchildren:   

      Staff Sergeant Julia D. Rossney 

      Senior Airman Jason A. Rossney and  

      MA1 Kenny Self 

 



 

St. Paul Community Church                                                                                                    
Council Minutes                                                                                                              

November 16, 2015 
 

The monthly meeting of St. Paul Community Church Council was called to order at 7:00 by President 
Jim Anderson. Pastor Frank Rodgers led devotions. 
 

Present:  Jim Anderson, Donna Peterson, Harriet Thomas, Vern Olson, Scott Cunha, Tom Barone,  
Walter Miller, Laura Sesol, Elizabeth Webb, Pastor Frank Rodgers, and Jan Mahan. 
 

The minutes of the October 19th meeting were reviewed.  Walter moved, seconded by Laura, that they 
be approved.  Motion carried.  
 

Pastor’s Report 
 

Tonight is just three days after the terrorist attacks in Paris.  While our first reaction is to want to  
retaliate, and do harm to those who have inflicted pain, the scriptures call us to a higher path.  Jesus, 
among others, challenges us to not only love those who treat us well, but to love our enemies also. 
 
As Christians, we are challenged to weigh our response to these brutal acts of terror.  I pray our  
congregation will continue to be a beacon of hope in our communities, in solidarity with the French 
people, while also reaching out with love to our Muslim brothers and sisters who have seen their faith 
hijacked by people who have lost their moral compass.  We pray tonight for all who are injured or 
grieving, for freedom from fear and hatred, for those whose minds and hearts can justify killing  
innocents, and that we be renewed in our work toward the realm of God where love has the final 
word. 
 
After visitors attend St. Paul, I send a note thanking them for being with us and letting them know we 
are a community of faith with a passion for Christ’s mission.  The food donations for the Thanksgiving 
baskets is one indication of Christ’s love.  The holidays of ten families will be brightened due to the 
generosity of our members.  In December we will serve a dinner for PADS.  Donations to Pumpkin 
Patch will help our church continue to provide a place where Christ can be worshipped in word and 
deed.  We are collecting used shoes to be sent to Africa as part of a school project.  Our church creates 
a sacred space where people feel welcomed for who they are “no matter what.” 
 
Advent begins No. 9th.  Our candlelight Christmas Eve worship will be on Thursday, December 24, at 

9:00 p.m. 

Our December monthly ministry for Respond Now is unwrapped children’s toys. 
  
We serve PADS meals at Faith United Protestant Church in Park Forest on the following dates: 
Dec. 5th, January 16th, February 20, and March 19th.  Contact Walter Miller if you would like to be part 
of one of the teams of servers. 
 

TALK (Teen Arts Leadership Kouncil) will hold a “Two Teen Art Exhibit” on December 12-13-Saturday  
7-9 p.m., Sunday 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  This will be an excellent opportunity for our members to see 
what TALK is about and the important outreach to teens which they are facilitating. 
 
 
 



  
 

 

Council Meeting Minutes November 16, 2015 continued 
 

President’s Report 
The final figures are not out yet for Pumpkin Patch but it seems as though we did better than last 
year. 
 

The nomination committee has met and the proposed slate of officers for 2016 will be presented 
at the December 6 Congregational Meeting. 
 

The meeting with Nicole Hill regarding the possibility of housing a preschool has been postponed 
as she had an emergency. 
 

Business Manager’s Report: 
The proposed 2016 budget was presented.  Pastor Frank described what the funds from Our 
Church’s Wider Mission are used for (they are invested in programs, resources, and tools needed 
to keep local UCC churches strong, effective, and growing) and recommended that we make a  
donation.  After discussion it was decided to donate $1000 to OCWM with the funds coming from 
the Social Concerns budget.  Walter moved, seconded by Harriet, to amend the proposed budget 
which will be presented to the congregation.  Motion carried.  
 

Vern will send the exact Pumpkin Patch results shortly.  But we grossed approximately $5400.  
$5000 in pumpkin sales, $475 in food sales, and $275 in picture sales.  We kept 25% of the  
pumpkin sales and all of the reminder.  The food category had expenses related to the popcorn 
and hot dog machines as well as the food costs so that profit figure was reduced.   
 

We had a major expense of $2,589 for the repair of the handrails in front and in back of the 
church. 
 

Committee Reports: 
Christian Education – Scott needs more supplies for the youth and the teen programs.  He now has 
13 or 14 children.  After discussion Walter moved, seconded by Donna, to amend the proposed 
budget to provide $400 for materials for the Sunday school.                                                                                                                                                                             
Fellowship – Donna reports that the food expenditures for December 6 will be covered by the cost 
$7.00 per individual and $12.00 per family.                                                                                                                                                               
Memorials – No Report                                                                       
Pastoral Advisory – No report.                                                                    
Worship – Elizabeth reported that her committee did not meet for a variety of reason.  The      
committee will meet in the new year to take another look at our Sunday service. 
Social Concerns – Walter reminded us of the 4 PADS dinners and the need for volunteers.  He will 
set the date for the food drive at Walt’s next year. 
 

Pastor Frank showed us the combination lockbox which will be put on the door the TALK students 
use.  The leaders will have the combination. 
 

There being no further business, Walter moved, seconded by Scott, that we adjourn.  The meeting 
closed with the recitation of the Lord’s Prayer.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Jan Mahan                      
Clerk 
 

 



    January 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       1 2 
   

 

  

Happy New 
Year! 
Office Closed 
 

 
 
 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10:30 a.m. St. Paul 
Worship Service   
Communion Sunday  
9:00 a.m. Choir  
 
 
9:00-11:30 a.m. NHCBC 
12-3:00 p.m. Lord of Life 
Apostolic Temple Church 
1:00 p.m. Square Dance 
6:30p.m. TALK 
 

1:00 p.m. Salty 
Christian Crafters  
 
 

 
 
3:30 p.m. 
Potpourri Strings 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3:30 p.m.            
Potpourri Strings 
7:00 p.m. Square 
Dance 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. AA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. Lord 
of Life Apostolic 
Temple Church 
 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

10:30 a.m. St. Paul 
Worship Service.       
9:00 a.m. Choir 
9:00 a.m. Bible Study 
 
9:00-11:30 a.m. NHCBC 
12-3:00 p.m. Lord of Life 
Apostolic Temple Church 
1:00 p.m. Square Dance   
6:30 p.m. TALK 
 

1:00 p.m. Salty 
Christian Crafters  
 
 
 
 
3:30 p.m. 
Potpourri Strings 

 

Pastor out of  
office this week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3:30 p.m.        
Potpourri Strings 
7:00 p.m. Square 
Dance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC 

12:30 p.m. Salty 
Christians    
3:00 p.m. Worship  
Committee  
Meeting 

 
7:00 p.m. AA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. Lord 
of Life Apostolic 
Temple Church 

 

6:00 p.m. 
PADS  
dinner at 
Faith  
United 
Protestant 
Church in 
Park  
Forest, IL  
 
9:00 a.m. AA 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

10:30 a.m. St. Paul 
Worship Service  
Communion Sunday                       
9:00 a.m. Choir     
No Bible Study 
                 
 

9:00-11:30 a.m. NHCBC 
12-3:00 p.m. Lord of Life 
Apostolic Temple Church 
1:00 p.m. Square Dance 
6:30 p.m. TALK 
 

Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 
Office Closed 
 
7:00 p.m. Council 
Meeting 
 
 
3:30 p.m. Potpourri 
Strings 
 

Pastor returns 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3:30 p.m.       
Potpourri Strings           
7:00 p.m. Square 
Dance 

                             
                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. AA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 p.m. Lord 

of Life Apostolic 
Temple Church 

  

 

24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30  
10:30 a.m. St. Paul 
Worship Service      
9:00 a.m. Bible Study 
9:00 a.m. Choir  
1/24/16 11:45 a.m. 
Annual Meeting, 
brunch served 
 
1/31/16 11:45 a.m. 
New Member Class 
 

9-11:30 a.m. NHCBC 
12-3:00 p.m. Lord of Life 
Apostolic Temple Church 
1:00 p.m. Square Dance 
6:00 p.m. TALK 
 

1:00 Salty  
Christian Crafters 
 
 
 
3:30 p.m.             
Potpourri Strings      

               
 
 
 
 
3:30 p.m.         
Potpourri Strings 
7:00 p.m.  
Square Dance 

9:15 a.m. Caring 
and Sharing 
Meeting      
                          
 
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. AA 

                           
 
 
 
 

6:00 p.m. Lord 

of Life Apostolic 
Temple Church 
  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



St. Paul Community Church Congregational Meeting 

Minutes 

December 6, 2015 
 

The St. Paul Community Church Congregational Meeting was called to order at 12:10 by President  

Jim Anderson.   

It was determined that the required 20% of membership for a quorum was present. 
 

A prayer was offered by Pastor Frank Rodgers. 
 

The minutes of the January 18, 2015, Congregational Meeting were reviewed.  Harriet moved, seconded 

by Susan, to approve the minutes as written.  The motion carried. 
 

The recommended slate of officers for 2016 was presented: 

President-Jim Anderson                                                                                                                                                                        

Vice President-Open                                                                                                      

Clerk-Jan Mahan                                                                        

Christian Education-Scott Cunha                                                                                

Buildings and Grounds-Jon Thomas                                               

Fellowship-Donna Peterson                                            

Memorials-Laura Sesol                                                                                        

Pastoral Advisory-Thomas Barone                                        

Social Concerns-Walter Miller                                     

Worship-Elizabeth Webb                                           

Business Manager-Vern Olson                                            

At Large Member-Mary Bucek 
 

Donna nominated Kirk Powers from the floor to fill the office of Vice President.  Dixie moved,  

seconded by Ree, that the requirement for nominations to be in wiring be waived.  Susan moved,  

seconded by Marti, that the nominations be closed.  Harriet called the question and the slate was  

approved. 
 

Business Manager Vern Olson noted that the proposed budget is essentially the same as last year  

although there are some 2% increases.  He also pointed out that for the first time, the position of  

office manager is now a part time position.  Tom Barone said that more pledge cards have come in. 
 

Questions were raised concerning last year’s high cost of snow removal, utility cost, and the church’s 

position in regard to a possible sale of the property.   There was also a question about the Sunday 

School budget.  After discussion, the proposed budget was passed by voice vote. 
 

President Jim thanked Pastor Frank, the Council members, and the congregation members for their 

continued support.  He invited all to stay for the lunch. 
 

Susan moved, seconded by Dixie, to adjourn.  The motion passed and the meeting concluded with the 

Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jan Mahan, Clerk   
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 Parting Words… 

 
“The true price of anything is the amount of life you exchange for it. 

                                                                         —Henry David Thoreau 

 

“The world is a dangerous place, not because of those who do evil, but 

because of those who look on and do nothing.” 

                                                                          —Albert Einstein 

 

“Some drink deeply from the river of knowledge.  Others only gargle.” 

                                                                           —Woody Allen 


