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FRANKly Speaking,  
 

That night God appeared to Solomon and said 

to him, “Ask for whatever you want me to give 

you.”                    --2 Chronicles 1:7 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

     How are your resolutions  

going?  I am typing this message 

before my “Christmas break,” 

but you’ll be reading this in the  

New Year.  I know one of my  

resolutions will be to lose the 

five pounds I traditionally put on 

over the holidays!   

     Whatever your resolutions 

might be, it turns out we’ve been 

making them for a long time.     

 

*The ancient Babylonians made promises to 

their gods at the start of each year that they 

would return borrowed objects and pay their 

debts. 

 

*The Romans began each year by making  

promises to the god Janus, for whom the month 

of January is named. 

 

*In Medieval times, the knights took the 

"peacock vow" at the end of the Christmas  

season each year.  The peacock was thought to 

be the perfect bird, with the splendor and variety 

of their colored plumage.  They were good for        
                                                              

 

 

decorating and were considered a delicacy to 

eat.  Each Christmas, before the feast of  

peacock, the knights would place their hands 

on the bird and pledge to live by the code of 

chivalry.   
 

*On New Year’s Eve, at watch night  

services, many Christians   

prepare for the year ahead by 

praying and making            

resolutions. 

 

     The scriptures tell us that 

when Solomon, the son of 

David, became king, the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream.  

God said to him, “Ask for 

whatever you want me to give 

to you.” 
 

     This is how Solomon answered God: 
 

“You have shown great kindness to David 

my father and have made me king in his 

place.  Now, Lord God, let your promise to 

my father David be confirmed, for you have 

made me king over a people who are as  

numerous as the dust of the earth.  Give me 

wisdom and knowledge, that I may lead this 

people, for who is able to govern this great 

people of yours?” 
 

     Solomon could have asked for anything, 

but he asked for the wisdom.  Perhaps that 

answer is why so many admired him.   

      

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours in Christ,                          Pastor Frank 

 
 

 

    

 

      

Our mission is to express the message and spirit of Christ through Christian worship, education,  

discipleship, evangelism and charity, and in all we do glorify God and share God’s love. 



     As we enter the New Year, all of us could benefit from a little more wisdom.  But what makes for 

wisdom?  Certainly, part of wisdom is to be more aware of what we are doing and not doing to make 

the world better.  Ben Franklin apparently set aside some time each day to examine two questions.  

The morning question was, “What good shall I do today?” and the evening question was, “What 

good have I done today?”  Good, old Ben sought to be aware of himself and his world. 

     A colleague of mine once wrote: 

 

The mystical writers refer to our intentional awareness as a state of being “awake.”  When one is 

awake, one’s eyes are open to the sometimes subtle presence of God in the world.  When we are 

awake, we are ready to embrace the wide variety of opportunities to act in ways that embody our 

faith—to do good—as Franklin suggests.  Without such attentiveness, such awareness, it’s easy to 

miss the opportunities for faithful living that present themselves.  (Mark Kuether) 

 

     So, as you contemplate what resolutions you might make as we begin this year, how about asking 

for a bit more wisdom which might include being more aware of where God is calling us to be good 

and do good.     

     Happy New Year!  And Happy Resoluting! 

 
 

Yours in Christ,         Pastor Frank 
 

 

*Pastor Frank will be on vacation from December 25—January 4.  In case of emergency contact  

MaryBeth Ingberg at 773-445-6698 

 
 

Annual Dinner and Meeting, Sunday, January 18, 2014 
Please plan to join us immediately following the 10:30 worship 
service for our annual meeting followed by dinner in  
Fellowship Hall. 
 

The next Council meeting will be on Monday, January 12th. 
 
 
 

The next Supper Club will be held in March.    
   
 

Salty Christians will meet on Thursday, January 8th, 12:30 p.m. at St. Paul with Dixie Mitchell  

as hostess.     

 
   

Fellowship Brunch is combined with the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 18th 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Concerns  
Monthly Ministry  
The Monthly Ministry for Respond Now for  

January is personal items, deodorant, tooth brushes, tooth paste, razors, etc.  Thanks so much for your con-

tinuing generosity.  Your Social    Concerns Committee. 
 

Meal for PADS  
The Social Concerns committee is looking for  

volunteers to serve a PADS meal on January 10th at Faith Untied in Park Forest.  Contact  

Walter Miller at (708) 748-2704. 

Thank you to those who gave so generously for December’s missions! 

Your Social Concerns Committee 

                  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Social Concerns  
Monthly Ministry  
The Monthly Ministry for Respond Now for  

January is personal items, deodorant, tooth 

brushes, tooth paste, razors, etc.  Thanks so 

much for your continuing generosity.  Your Social    

Concerns Committee. 
 

Meal for PADS  
The Social Concerns committee is looking for  

volunteers to serve a PADS meal on January 

10th at Faith United in Park Forest.  Contact  

Walter Miller at (708) 748-2704. 
 

Thank you to those who gave so generously 

for December’s missions! 

Your Social Concerns Committee 
 

Pray for our  

Service       

Men and Women 
Please include these 

great people in your 

prayers:   

Sgt. Preston Everson, Marlene Maxon’s Marine     

grandson  

Ryan Giesen, Beatrice Giesen’s grandson  

Sgt. Edward McDonough, neighbor of  

Mary Kay Spieth  

and Dixie’s grandchildren:   

Staff Sergeant Julia D. Rossney 

Senior Airman Jason A. Rossney and  

MA2 Kenny Self 

 

 

 

  

Thanks to our Sunday School for 

their Christmas pageant on Dec. 21st.  

It set the tone for the rest of 

Christmas!  Thanks also to our  

Sunday School teachers who are 

guiding our young people in the faith:   

Kirk Powers, Laura Sesol,  

Linda Schmidt, and Scott Cunha.  

Thanks also to Mary Kay Spieth for 

her continued support of the Sunday 

School.   
 

 

 

Special Concerns:   

Tom Davis, Patricia Dust, Yvonne Frangella, 

Al Frank, Jim Mahan, Linda Mudra and  

Cheryl Williams.    

Continued Prayers: Mary Bucek, Kathryn Davis,  

Bob Hewett, Lisa & Mark Popelka, Pat Sauter and        

Kay Staley 

 

Our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends 

of Dot Mooi who passed away 12/24/14. 
 
 
 

 

  Happy Birthday to:  
   

 
1/3 Helen Robinson     

1/4 Betty Frangella 

1/6 Susan Sullivan  

1/7 Beverly Hildreth 

1/9 Kirk Powers 

1/12 Pat Seibert 

1/13 John Kyle   

1/14 Juanita Kincaid  

1/15 Marti Breach, George Dunigan 

1/19 Robert Williams       

1/20 Larry McGill  

1/22 Yvonne Frangella    

1/24 Pamela Huegel 

1/25 Rev. Gordon Reif 

1/27 Andrea Luke, Ian O’Leary 

 

 

 
  

Pray for our  

Service       Men and Women 

 
 

Please include these great people in your prayers:   

Sgt. Preston Everson, Marlene Maxon’s Marine     

grandson  

Ryan Giesen, Beatrice Giesen’s grandson  

Sgt. Edward McDonough, neighbor of  

Mary Kay Spieth  

and Dixie’s grandchildren:   

Staff Sergeant Julia D. Rossney 

Senior Airman Jason A. Rossney and  

MA2 Kenny Self 



When her close friend received a second homophobic note left anonymously on his car windshield, the 
Rev. Laura McLeod used preaching power to respond to the acts of hate with an outpouring of love.    
Members of her church, Delavan United Church of Christ Congregational in Delavan, Wis., overshadowed 
the hurtful words by writing nearly 40 "love notes," delivered to McLeod's friend Paul Dombrowski in one 
joyful bundle. 
 
"When I heard about the second hate note left on Paul's 
windshield, I knew that I had to respond," said McLeod. 
"That Sunday, I told our congregation about it and invited 
them to respond to hate with love." 
 
Dombrowski is an openly-gay elementary school teacher, 
and has been one of McLeod's best friends since high 
school. He received the first hate note on his car in    
September 2013, and the second last week, which were 
clearly written by the same person. He says he received 
both messages at a time when he was beginning to tire of fighting the LGBT fight,' and while he tried to not 
let the notes affect him in a negative way, the most recent was more hurtful to him than the first one. 
 
"The content of the notes didn't really bother me. What bothered me was that someone had enough hate 
inside them and felt they had the right to put them on my car twice," said Dombrowski. "The second note 
that happened last week hit me a little harder for some reason. Perhaps it was the time of year, or the fact 
that they did it again."  
 
McLeod shared the incidents in her sermon the following Sunday and invited her congregation to trump the 
negative notes with words of support and encouragement, which were to be mailed to Dombrowski at his 
home in Illinois. "You are loved just as you are," said one note. "Know you are loved, and not just by your 
local supporters," read another. "You are a wonderful person and God loves you," still another of the notes 
said. The letters written on pink paper similar to what the hate notes were written on offered Dombrowski 
thoughts of hope and acceptance, and were delivered to him on a day when he was feeling particularly low 
about the incidents, he said. 
 
"This was an outpouring of love from people I really didn't know it was truly amazing," Dombrowski said. 
"These notes were from people who 'walked the walk and talked the talk.' They went out of their way to say 
what happened was wrong and unacceptable. There aren't many people who would take the time to do 
that."  
 
UCC Congregational became Open and Affirming in May 2014. Dombrowski and his husband, Joe, served 
on a panel to help the church with the ONA process, and McLeod officiated the couple's civil union in 2011 
and their wedding in June 2014 the day after same-sex marriage became legal in Illinois. Dombrowski has 
been a vocal advocate for LGBT rights and marriage equality in other ways as well. He and his husband 
were advocates for same-sex marriage in Illinois, he worked to get the play "The Laramie Project," about 
the murder of gay student Matthew Shepard, produced at his local high school, and he wrote an op-ed 
about his hate note experience for "The Windy City Times," an LGBT newspaper in Chicago.  
 
For McLeod, the effort of both Dombrowski and her congregation in the fight for equality is what being 
church is all about. 
 
"I'm extremely proud of my dear friend Paul and of my congregation who did the right thing in standing 
against hate," said McLeod. "We are just a little church in small-town Wisconsin, but they are brave, bold 
people of Christ." 

Wisconsin Church Responds To LGBT Discrimination With Messages Of Love  



St. Paul Community Church Council Meeting Minutes Summary 

November 17, 2014 
 

Pastor's Report 
 

Pastor Frank noted the many ways the members of St. Paul came together and served our church and our 

community through the Pumpkin Patch.  From selling to and interacting with the public to baking and crafting 

in private kitchens to parading as Paco Pumpkin, Charlie Brown, etc., the project brought us together in  

numerous ways.  Despite the harsh, rainy weather and receiving almost double the number of pumpkins we  

expected, our church rose to the occasion and made our first Pumpkin Patch a great success. 
 

On Dec. 7th we will receive Jack Fisher, husband of Robin Fisher, into membership. A number of other people 

are attending and considering membership.  We have received many comments about our friendliness-keep it 

up! 
 

The lounge renovation is beginning.  Paint and flooring has been chosen.  The room will soon have the  

character of a more multipurpose room.  It is hoped to be finished before Christmas. 
 

Pastor Frank commended our Sunday School teachers.  We have recently purchased UCC teaching materials 

geared towards multi-aged groups.  One Room Sunday School will begin Dec. 7th.  Thanks to Kirk Powers for 

preparing the Christian Education Office to be used as a classroom.  It was fantastic to see eight children in 

Sunday's service. 
 

The first of three PADS dinners that St. Paul is sponsoring was held Nov. 8th.  We served lasagna, salad, 

bread and cake.  Each dinner takes 5 or 6 people to put on.  We need people to help with the next two dinners 

at Faith Protestant Church (UCC) in Park Forest on Dec. 13 and Jan. 10th.  Please contact Walter Miller  (748

-2704) if you can help. This is an important mission. 
 

President's Report 
 

The Pumpkin Patch figures show  receipts from sales and donations  of $6833.12, expenses of $4800 of 

which $3500 was for the pumpkins, and a profit of $2.033.12.  We had first year start up expenses of 

$1800.  Signs, etc. will be reused next year.  Next year we will use the north parking lot instead of the back 

as it will give us more visibility to the public.  Only 30 pumpkins were left over and only 20 were good.  They 

were donated to the Jones Center and Respond Now. 
 

The 150th Anniversary Committee is working on what it can until Elizabeth returns. 
 

Pastor Frank and Jim agreed that Stewardship Sunday was good.  There should be more planning for it during 

the year. 
 

The Christian Education nomination still needs to be filled. 
 

Jim reported an inquiry from developers interested in our property.  They are also interested in the Savoia's 

property, the park, etc.  He will meet with them and discuss it. 
 

Business Manager's and Trustee's Report 
 

October is a 5 payroll month so was not a great month, but we had no unexpected expenses.  We can make our 

budget by the end of the year if we have no weather related costs. 
 

AT&T is working out the bugs of our new system and the results will be good, both operationally and  

financially. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   



St. Paul Community Church Council Meeting Minutes Summary 

 November 17, 2014 (continued) 

 
Business Manager's and Trustee's Report (continued) 
 

The quarterly review will be next meeting. 
 

The 2015 budget was presented.  It was moved and seconded a motion to approve the 2015 budget.  The 

motion passed and the budget will be presented for congregational approval at the congregational meeting 

on Nov. 31st. 
 

Committee Reports 
 

Buildings and Grounds  Jon reported that we will use Snow Command for snow removal.  They did a good 

job last year and did not raise their rates.  They will come when we have 2+ inches of snow.  They will plow 

and salt the west lot on Sunday, and will plow both lots all the time.  Jim P. will do the sidewalks on  

weekdays.  We have a one year contract, It was moved and seconded a motion to accept.  Motion carried. 
 

Fellowship  Donna reported the brunch made $50.00  She is using up leftovers and pumpkin seeds for  

Sunday mornings.  Cookies are being donated. 
 

Social Concerns  Walter reported  on the PADS dinner.  We will do two more, Dec. 13 and Jan. 10th. 
 

Social Concerns is collecting new, unwrapped toys and books.  We are also doing Christmas baskets.   

Respond Now needs gift cards. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

The meeting closed with the recitation of the Lord's Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jan Mahan. 

Clerk 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

  Recommended Council for St. Paul 2015 
President     Jim Anderson      206-1708   james.anderson@cookcountyil.gov 

Vice President    Jim Mahan         957-0629   mahan1098@sbcglobal.net 

Clerk              Jan Mahan         945-3061   jan.mahan@bairdwarner.com 

Christian Education   Scott Cunha       310-1346    scottcunha@gmail.com 

Building/Grounds      Jon Thomas        219-662-1303   thomas55@aol.com 

Fellowship     Donna Peterson    755-2007    ilyadmp1956@yahoo.com 

Memorials      Laura Sesol        380-8516    laurasesol@hotmail.com 

Pastoral Advisory    Harriet Thomas    798-4917   harrietct@att.net 

Social Concerns     Walter Miller      748-2704    walter5901@sbcglobal.net 

Worship           Elizabeth Webb    799-8389   ecw946@aol.com 

Business Manager   Vern Olson         481-7971    multiwerks@yahoo.com 
 

 

 
 

 
   

 

 

 

 



     January 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1     1 2 3 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy New Year! 
Office Closed  
Pastor Frank is on  
vacation 
 
7:00 p.m. AA 
 

Pastor 
Frank is 
on  
vacation 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Nar-Anon 

Pastor 
Frank is 
on  
vacation 
 
 
 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

10:30 a.m. St. Paul 
Worship Service  
Communion Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Choir  
Pastor Frank is on  
Vacation                
Guest Preacher: 
Rev. MaryBeth Ingberg 
 
9:00-11:30 a.m. NHCBC 
1:00 p.m. Square Dance  
   

1:00 p.m. Salty 
Christian Crafters 
 
 
 
 
3:30 p.m. 
Potpourri Strings 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3:30 p.m.        
Potpourri Strings 
7:00 p.m. Square 
Dance 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3:30 p.m.             
Potpourri Strings 
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC  
 

12:30 p.m. Salty 
Christians at  
St. Paul              
3:00 p.m. Worship 
Committee Mtg. 
 
 
7:00 p.m. AA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Nar-Anon 

5:30 p.m. 
Volunteer 
at PADS 
dinner              
             
9:00 a.m.  
AA 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

10:30 a.m. St. Paul 
Worship Service      
9:00 a.m. Bible Study 
9:00 a.m. Choir 

 
9:00-11:30 a.m. NHCBC 
1:00 p.m. Square Dance   
6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

1:00 p.m. Salty 
Christian Crafters 
7:00 p.m. Council 
Meeting 
 
3:30 p.m. 
Potpourri Strings 

 

 
 
 
 
 
3:30 p.m.       
Potpourri Strings 
7:00 p.m. Square 
Dance 

 

 
 
 
 
 
3:30 p.m. 
Potpourri Strings 
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC 

 
 

 

 
 

7:00 p.m. AA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m.      
Nar-Anon 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

10:30 a.m. St. Paul 
Worship Service   
Communion Sunday 
9:00 a.m. No Bible 
Study                       
9:00 a.m. Choir                    
11:45 a.m. Annual 
Meeting Fellowship 
Brunch 
 

 
 

9:00-11:30 a.m. NHCBC 
1:00 p.m. Square Dance 

Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day    
Office Closed 

 
 

                              

  
 
 
 
 
 
3:30 p.m.       
Potpourri Strings           
7:00 p.m. Square 
Dance 

                                
                                          
 
 
 
 
3:30 p.m.              
Potpourri Strings 
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon 
7:00 p.m. NHCBC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. AA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m.      
Nar-Anon  

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31  
10:30 a.m. St. Paul 
Worship Service      
9:00 a.m. Bible Study 
9:00 a.m. Choir  

 
9-11:30 a.m. NHCBC 
1:00 p.m. Square Dance 

1:00 p.m. Salty 
Christian Crafters 
 
 
3:30 p.m.             
Potpourri Strings            

 
 

 

 

               
 
 
 
3:30 p.m.        
Potpourri Strings 
7:00 p.m.  Square 
Dance 

9:15 a.m. Caring 
and Sharing  
Meeting 
 
3:30 p.m.             
Potpourri Strings 
7:00 Nar-Anon                             
7:00 p.m. NHCBC 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. AA 

 
 
 
7:00 p.m.      
Nar-Anon  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

       

Pastor Frank will be on vacation from January 1—January 4.  In case of emergency contact  
Rev. MaryBeth Ingberg at 773-445-6698. 
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A Different Perspective on the Beatitudes 
 

Are you poor?—or spiritually empty?  God can use your poverty as a 

vessel ready to be filled with love. 
 

Are you mourning a loss?  God uses your sadness and grief in     

reaching out to others. 
 

Are you meek?  God uses you to bring down the proud and haughty 

who exploit the earth. 
 

Are you hungry?—thirsty?—starved for righteousness?  God uses 

you to feed a starving world. 
 

Are you merciful?  God uses your compassion for all who need mercy. 
 

Are you pure in heart?  God uses you to purify the hearts of others. 
 

Do you strive to make peace?  God uses you wherever violence takes 

control—in our homes, our communities, our world. 
 

Do you feel persecuted?  God uses you to bring justice to an unjust 

world. 
 

Are you unjustly criticized?  Rejoice and be glad for you have been 

useful! 

 

 


