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Great Reads for Christmas 2014 

 
 
Paddington  
 
 You can find out more about Paddington 
as there’s a brand new book by Michael 
Bond, a selection of newly re-issued stories 
plus film tie-in books - Paddington ™ the 
movie hits the big screen on 28th 
November! 

 
Author: Michael Bond 
 
The very first Paddington book, A Bear 
Called Paddington, was published in 
October 1958.   
The idea of Paddington as a character 
came to Michael Bond after he bought his 
wife a small bear, the last bear alone on a 
shelf at Selfridge’s store, Oxford Street. 
He named it Paddington after the station 
close to his home. 

 
AGE 9+ 

 
Awful Auntie 
 
Aunt Alberta is on a mission to cheat the 
young Lady Stella Saxby out of her 
inheritance - Saxby Hall. But with 
mischievous and irrepressible Soot, the 
cockney ghost of a chimney sweep, 
alongside her Stella is determined to fight 
back...And sometimes a special friend, 
however different, is all you need to win 
through. 

 
Author: David Walliams 

 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid (The Long Haul) 
 
 The best-selling Wimpy Kid is off on a 
family holiday. Mum is full of good ideas 
about the trip. Especially about how it 
can be a useful time for learning!  From 

 
Author :Jeff kinney 
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the start everything that can possibly go 
wrong does and, as ever, the Wimpy Kid 
records it all with his unerringly frank 
gaze.  The result is a hilarious story which 
will hit a nerve with all families 
everywhere. And especially with parents 
who will love the accounts of the disasters 
that happen to other families! 
 
Timmy Failure (We meet again) 
 
Loveable world-class detective Timmy 
Failure is back for a new adventure. And 
his business partner and side-kick Total, 
a.k.a. the polar bear is with him, too. 
Timmy’s problem is that not everyone – 
and certainly not those who try to take 
charge of him like his teachers –  
realise just how important his work is! 
Can Timmy keep out of trouble at school 
and ahead of the game? There are laughs a 
plenty as Timmy finds himself in – and 
out - of some ludicrous situations. 

 
Author: Stephan Pastis 

 
Five Children on the Western Front 
 
Witty, tender and full of insights into life 
love and politics, this is a brilliant book in 
its own right as well as a worthy tribute 
to E. Nesbit’s classic Five Children and It. 
The year is 1914. Anthea, Robert, Jane 
and Cyril, who has just enlisted, are now 
grown up, the Lamb is a schoolboy and 
even Edie, an addition to the family since 
the original, is old enough to meet the 
extraordinary and magical Psammead 
when he re-enters their life. All the 
children are longing for some new 
adventures but has the Psammead still got 
his magical powers? As befits the serious 
times, the Psammead plays an invaluable 

 
Author: Kate Saunders 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10499/Five-Children-and-it-by-E.-Nesbit.html
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role in helping the family understand the  
First World War while also sorting out 
problems from his own past. Action-
packed, funny and thoughtful this is a 
book to fall in love with. 

 

Age 11+ 
 
Listen to the Moon 
 
It is May, 1915. Alfie and his fisherman 
father find a girl on an uninhabited island 
in the Scillies - injured, thirsty, lost...and 
with absolutely no memory of who she is, 
or how she came to be there. She can say 
only one word: Lucy. Where has she come 
from? Is she a mermaid, the victim of a 
German U-boat, or even - as some 
islanders suggest - a German spy...? Only 
one thing is for sure: she loves music and 
moonlight, and it is when she listens to the 
gramophone that the glimmers of the girl 
she once was begin to appear. WW1 is 
raging, suspicion and fear are growing, 
and Alfie and Lucy are ever more under 
threat. But as we begin to see the story of 
Merry, a girl boarding a great ship for a 
perilous journey across the ocean, another 
melody enters the great symphony - and 
the music begins to resolve... 

 
Author: Michael Morpurgo  

 
The Book of Storms 
 
Creatively chilling, this debut novel takes 
the whimsically charming idea of talking 
to animals and turns it on its head. Eleven 
year old Danny, with his new found link 
to an ancient and dangerous magic is 
understandably scared and confused, this 
makes him feel alive and so very real. 

 
Author : Ruth Hatfield 
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Danny’s determination to find his missing 
parents creates a feeling of optimism, 
which is needed to battle the fear that the 
sinister and shadowy Sammael creates as 
he stalks through the pages. This is a book 
that encourages imaginations to run riot 
for a while, at times scary and sad it also 
has an undercurrent of reassurance and 
strength running throughout. There are 
questions left unanswered and as this is 
the first in a trilogy, the door is left wide 
open for another exciting tale. 
 
The Dark Wild 
 
Winner of the Guardian Children's Fiction 
Book Award 2014.    In The Dark Wild, 
Kester, a twelve year old with a rare gift 
for understanding animals, thought he had 
saved the animals from his cruel world 
where nature has been all but destroyed. 
But now, buried deep under the bright, 
shiny and newly built city of Premium, 
Kester finds a new animal kingdom. 
Down in their dark wild, these animals 
are not looking to be loved or cherished by 
humans, they are looking for revenge. They 
are poised to bring wholesale destruction 
unless someone can stop them. Kester loves 
animals and is sympathetic to them but 
whatever the wrongs caused by his fellow 
humans he knows he must do everything 
he can to prevent this all-out disaster. 

 

Author: Piers Torday 

 

Age 14+ 
 
Hacked 
 
A clever, interesting and refreshing read, 
prepare for your thoughts to be thoroughly 

 

Author: Tracy Alexander 
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provoked. Dan is far too clever for his own 
good and he is sucked in and down onto 
the murky, dangerous road of hacking. The 
author shows how easy it can be to step 
onto the wrong path and just how 
difficult it is to try to right a wrong. This 
certainly isn't a ‘how to hack’ instruction 
manual, however it is obvious that a 
considerable amount of research has taken 
place with some people who really do have 
the know how. Dan feels normal, feels real 
and as though he could be your friend or 
someone you know. Written from Dan’s 
view point makes this very personal, 
throughout the novel you feel as though 
you are right by his side and perhaps 
surprisingly, also on his side and this 
makes for a compelling read. 
 
We Were Liars 
 
We are the Liars. We are beautiful, 
privileged and live a life of carefree luxury. 
We are cracked and broken. It is a story of 
love and romance. It is a tale of tragedy. 
Which are lies? Which is truth? 

 
Author:E. Lockhart 

 
She is not Invisible  
 
When sixteen-year-old Laureth’s father 
vanishes she is determined to track him 
down. So determined that she flies to New 
York to find him. But Laureth doesn’t go 
alone; she takes her seven year old brother 
with her because she needs him. Laureth is 
blind and Benjamin is essential as her 
guide.  Award-winning Marcus Sedgwick 
tells a pell-mell adventure as the children 
unravel the mysteries of obsession and 
coincidence as they solve the riddle behind 
their father’s disappearance. 

 

Author: Marcus Sedgwick 
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The Bane Chronicles 
 
 Here are ten short stories covering roughly 
two hundred years in the life of Magnus 
Bane, sitting alongside is an extra 
exclusive bonus tale which acts as the 
perfect encore. The start of each story 
begins with an extract and a page of 
illustrations, which brings a graphic novel 
style quality to proceedings. You will 
understand the enigmatic Magnus Bane, 
the only character to appear in all of ‘The 
Mortal Instruments’ and ‘The Infernal 
Devices’ novels, just a little bit more after 
reading these tales. Bane’s talent for 
finding trouble and his penchant for black 
hair and blue eyes often leads him into 
temptation and lands him in a pile of mess 
(sometimes of the smelly variety), oh and 
you may just find out why he has a cat. 
This would make a perfect present for 
fans, it feels as though you have been 
especially invited into a privileged viewing 
of Magnus Bane’s life, and its well worth 
it. 

 
Author: Cassandra Clare 

 


