
Illustrating the News: The 1920s 

 
 The 1920s have been called “The Roaring Twenties,” “The Jazz Age,” The Fabulous Decade,” and “The 
Era of Wonderful Nonsense.”  It was all of these and more.  When “The Great War” ended in 1918, Americans 
were determined to forget about the horrors of war by enjoying themselves as much as possible.  The United 
States turned its back on the rest of the world and began two decades of drifting.  They hoped to find meaning 
in making fortunes, and having fun! 
 
 President Calvin Coolidge said in 1925, “The business of America is business.”  American business 
boomed during the twenties.  It was a decade devoted to spending money.  The only goal was to make a profit.  
Business leaders became national heroes.  But seeds of selfishness planted during the ‘20s would reap a bitter 
harvest during the Great Depression of the 1930s. 
 
 Many large circulation magazines started publication in the 1920s.  Some of the most popular 
magazines included Vogue, Life, and Time, which are all still in print today.  Magazines offered readers the 
opportunity to look at large colored pictures (unlike newspapers) to help people understand the changes in 
culture and lifestyle that were sweeping across America. 
 
 You are an illustrator and have been assigned to draw the magazine cover for one of the next eight 
issues.  Your editor has given you a brief description of the topic to be covered.  Read each summary and draw 
a magazine cover to illustrate the topic.  Be sure to use color to make the cover more attractive. The cover 
should be drawn vertically on a sheet of 8½ x 11” white computer paper with a ½” border.  YOUR MAGAZINE 
COVER MUST BE ORIGINAL ARTWORK.  If you chose to, you can create your magazine on the computer using 
Microsoft Paint or a graphic design program.  NO COPY AND PASTED PHOTOGRAPHS OR GRAPHICS! 
 
           5 points    3 points                          1 Point        

 
Title of 

Magazine/ 
Headlines 

Intriguing, foreshadows 
content of article, 
gives clear indication of 
understanding 

 Lacking 1 of  
the 3 criteria for 
excellence 

 Headline exists, but is 
neither relevant nor 
intriguing; leaves the 
reader guessing 

 

 
Image 

Communication 

Images relate to the 
content and extend the 
meaning of the topic 

 Images are relevant, but 
do not extend the 
meaning of the topic 

 Images are neither 
relevant, nor do they 
extend the meaning of 
the topic 

 

 
 
 

Creativity 

Overall design is pleasing 
to the eye (colorful, 
neat), design theme is 
creative,  
and striking 
 

 Overall design has 
adequate appeal, design 
theme is appropriate, 
but is lacking creative  
thought 

 Overall design is 
unappealing and/or 
inappropriate to the 
topic 

 

 
TOTAL POINTS:         /15 


