
Chapter 24 Section 4 Notes 

The Roaring Twenties 

 

Cult of Beauty –  

 Hollywood image-makers offered their own models of American womanhood. 

 

Cult of Personality – 

 Need for self-definition, expression, and self-fulfillment 

 Products you purchased became as important to each person’s identity as the more 

traditional bonds of ethnicity, religion, and work 

 

 

 New Directions 

o The 1920s brought profound changes for women 

 19
th

 Amendment – Guaranteed women in all states the right to vote 

 The number of women holding jobs outside the home continued to grow 

 Increasing numbers of college-educated women started professional 

careers and more women worked after marriage 

 

o The flapper symbolized the new “liberated” woman of the 1920s 

 Flappers – Carefree young women with short, “bobbed” hair, heavy 

makeup, and short skirts 

 The flapper image reinforced the idea that women now had more freedom 

 

 

 Entertainment 

o Changes in attitudes spread quickly because of the growth of mass media 

 Mass media – Forms of communication, such as newspapers and radio, 

that reach millions of people 

 Laborsaving devices and fewer working hours gave Americans more 

leisure time 

 

o In the 1920s, the motion picture industry in Hollywood, California, became on of 

the country’s leading businesses 

 For millions of Americans, the movies offered entertainment and escape 

 The first movies were black and white and silent 

 The first “talkie” was The Jazz Singer in 1927 



 

o The radio brought entertainment into people’s homes in the 1920s 

 Programs included something for everyone 

 News, concerts, sporting events, and comedies 

 Offered listeners a wide range of music 

 Opera, classical, country and western, blues, and jazz 

 Businesses soon realized that radio offered an enormous audience for 

messages about their products, so they began to help finance radio 

programs 

 Radio stations sold spot advertisements, or commercials, to 

companies 

 

 

o Sports star became larger-than-life heroes 

 Baseball – Babe Ruth 

 Football – Red Grange 

 Golf – Bobby Jones 

 Gertrude Ederle – first woman to swim the English Channel 

 

o Americans took up new activities with enthusiasm, turning them into fads 

 Mah-jongg – Chinese board game 

 Crossword puzzles 

 Flagpole sitting contests 

 Dance marathons 

 Miss American Pageant started in 1921 

 

 

 The Jazz Age 

o The 1920s is often referred to as the Jazz Age 

 Jazz had its roots in the South in African American work songs and in 

African music 

 A blend of ragtime and blues, it uses dynamic rhythms and improvisation 

 Improvisation – New rhythms and melodies created during a 

performance 

 Jazz helped create a unique African American recording industry 

 

o Best-known African American jazz musicians 

 Louis Armstrong – Trumpet 

 Duke Ellington – Composer 

 Bessie Smith – Singer 

 White musicians such as Paul Whiteman and Bix Biederbecke also played 

jazz and helped bring it to a wider audience 



 

o The Harlem Renaissance 

 A growing number of African American writers and artists gathered in 

Harlem, an African American section of New York City 

 Harlem witnessed a burst of creativity in the 1920s 

 Many writers wrote about the African American experiences 

 This movement instilled an interest in African culture and pride in being 

African American 

 The rhythm and themes of jazz inspired the poetry of Langston Hughes 

 

o Other writers were questioning American ideals 

 Disappointed with American values and in search of inspiration, many 

writers settled in Paris 

 Expatriates – People who choose to live in another country 

 Famous expatriate novelists 

 F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 Ernest Hemingway 

 

 

 Prohibition 

o The temperance movement – a campaign against alcohol use – began in the 1800s 

 The movement was rooted both in religious objections to drinking alcohol 

and in the belief that society would benefit if alcohol were unavailable 

 The 18
th

 Amendment was ratified in 1919 

 Prohibition – A total ban on the manufacture, sale, and transportation of 

liquor throughout the United States 

 The nation divided into two camps 

 The “drys” who supported Prohibition 

 The “wets” who opposed Prohibition 

 Prohibition was repealed in 1933 with the 21
st
 Amendment 

 

o A continuing demand for alcohol led to widespread lawbreaking 

 Some people began making wine or “bathtub gin” in their homes 

 Illegal bars and clubs, known as speakeasies, sprang up in cities 

 

o Prohibition contributed to the rise of organized crime 

 Recognizing that millions of dollars could be made from bootlegging, 

members of organized crime moved in quickly and took control 

 Bootlegging – Making and selling illegal alcohol 

 They used their profits to gain influence in businesses, labor unions, and 

governments 

 Most famous crime boss was Al “Scarface” Capone 



 Nativism 

o The anxieties many native-born Americans felt about the rapid changes in society 

contributed to an upsurge of nativism 

 Nativism – The beliefs that native-born Americans are superior to 

foreigners 

 

o With renewed nativism came a revival of the KuKlux Klan 

 The second Klan, organized in 1915, still preyed on African Americans, 

but it had other targets as well 

 Catholics, Jews, immigrants, and other groups believed to 

represent “un-American” values 

 The Klan used pressure and scare tactics to get its way, but sometimes 

Klan members whipped or lynched people or burned property 

 The Klan began to decline in the late 1920s largely as a result of scandals 

and power struggles involving Klan leaders 

 

o Emergency Quota Act of 1921 

 This law established a quota system, or an arrangement placing a limit on 

the number of immigrants from each country 

 Only 3% of the total number of people in any national group already 

living in the United States would be admitted during a single year 

 

o National Origins Act of 1924 

 Reduced the annual country quota from 3% to 2% and based it on the 

census of 1890 

 The law excluded Japanese immigrants completely 

 Already had the Gentlemen’s Agreement 

 An earlier law had already excluded the Chinese 

 Chinese Exclusion Act of 1890 

 These quota laws did not apply to countries in the Western Hemisphere 

 Immigration from Canada and Mexico increased 

 

 

 The Scopes Trial 

o Another cultural clash in the 1920s involved the role of religion in society 

 In 1925, the state of Tennessee passed a law making it illegal to teach 

evolution 

 Evolution – The scientific theory that humans evolved over vast 

periods of time 

 The law was supported by Christian fundamentalists, who accepted the 

biblical story of creation 



o A young high school teacher named John Scopes deliberately broke the law 

against teaching evolution so that a trial could test its legality 

 Scopes Trial 

 Prosecution – William Jennings Bryan – strong opponent of 

evolution 

 Defense – Clarence Darrow – defended many radicals and labor 

union members 

 Although Scopes was convicted of breaking the law and fine $100, the 

fundamentalists lost the larger battle 

 Darrow’s defense made it appear that Bryan wanted to impose his 

religious beliefs on the entire nation 

 The Tennessee Supreme Court overturned Scopes’s conviction, 

and other states decided not to prosecute similar cases 

 

 

 The Election of 1928 

o Herbert Hoover (Republican) ran against Alfred E. Smith (Democrat) 

 Hoover won the election by a landslide due to both the Republican 

prosperity of the 1920s and the prejudice against Smith 

 

o The contest reflected many of the tensions in American society 

 Rural versus Urban Life 

 Nativism versus Foreign Influences 

 “Wets” versus “Drys” 

 Protestants versus Catholics 

 Traditional Values versus Modern Values 


