
Chapter 24 Section 1 Notes 

Time of Turmoil 

 

 Fear of Radicalism 

o Most of the 1920s was anything but unified 

 During WWI, the United States government had taken away some of the 

liberties of American citizens 

 Many people who opposed the nation’s role in the war were arrested 

 After the was an atmosphere of distrust remained 

 Americans grew more and more suspicious of foreigners, foreign ideas, 

and those who held views different from their own 

 

o The Russian Revolution deeply disturbed some Americans 

 Bolshviks encouraged workers around the world to overthrow capitalism 

anywhere it existed 

 Capitalism – An economic system based on private property and 

free enterprise 

 Many Americans feared that “bolshevism” threatened American 

government and institutions 

 

o Fanning those fears were the actions of anarchist 

 Anarchists – People who believe there should be no government 

 A series of anarchist bombings in 1919 frightened Americans 

 Many of the anarchists were foreign-born, which contributed to the fear of 

foreigners that was sweeping the country 

 

o This wave of fear led to the Red Scare, a period when the government went after 

“Reds” – as Communists were known – and others with radical views 

 Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer and his deputy, J. Edgar Hoover, 

ordered the arrest of people suspected of being Communists and anarchists 

 In the raids, the government arrested a few thousand people, ransacked 

homes and offices, and seized records 

 The government deported a few hundred of the aliens it had arrested by 

quickly released many others for lack of evidence 

 Deported – Expelled from the United States 

 The Red scare passed but the fear underlying it remained 

 

 

 

 

 

 



o Fear of immigrants and radical ideas surfaced in a criminal case in Massachusetts 

in 1920 

 Two men robbed a shoe factory, shooting and killing a guard and 

paymaster 

 Soon afterward the police arrested Italian immigrants Nicola Sacco and 

Bartolomeo Vanzetti 

 Neither man had a criminal record but both were anarchists 

 They were tried and convicted and sentenced to death 

 Sacco and Vanzetti – proclaiming their innocence – were executed 

 While historians continue to debate the verdict, the case suggests the depth 

of feelings against foreigners and radicals in the United States in the 1920s 

 

 

 Labor Unrest 

o American workers demanded increases in wages to keep up with rapidly rising 

prices after WWI 

 The wave of strikes fueled American fears of Bolsheviks and radicals, 

whom many considered to be the cause of the labor unrest 

 

o The largest strike in American history occurred in the steel industry 

 Steelworkers demanded higher wages and an eight-hour workday 

 Steel companies started a campaign against the strikers using propaganda 

techniques learned during the war 

 Violence occurred on both sides 

 

o In September 1919, police officers in Boston went on strike, demanding the right 

to form a union 

 Massachusetts governor Calvin Coolidge took a strong stand 

 When the strike collapsed, officials fired the entire Boston police force 

 

o A growing feeling against unions, together with strong pressure from employers 

and the government not to join unions, led to a sharp drop in union membership in 

the 1920s 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Racial Unrest 

o During WWI, More than 500,000 African Americans had left the South for new 

jobs in the North 

 Many Northern whites resented African American competition for jobs 

 

o In 1919 rising racial tensions led to violence 

 In the South, more than 70 African Americans were lynched 

 In Chicago, a violent riot broke out after a group of whites stoned an 

African American youth who was swimming in Lake Michigan 

 

o Many African Americans turned to Marcus Garvey for answers 

 Garvey opposed integration 

 He supported a “back-to-Africa” movement, urging African Americans to 

establish their own country in Africa 

 Garvey founded the Universal Negro Improvement Association in 1914 to 

promote racial unity and pride 


