
Chapter 15 Sections 1 + 2 Notes 

Causes of the Civil War 

 

 

 The Missouri Compromise  

o Sectionalism - An exaggerated loyalty to a particular region of the country 

o Missouri Compromise 

 Missouri became a slave state 

 Maine became a free state 

 Prohibited slavery above the 36
o
30’N Latitude line in the remainder of the 

Louisiana Territory 

o The compromise preserved the balance between slave and free states in the Senate 

and brought about a pause in the bitter debate in Congress over slavery 

 

 

 New Western Lands 

o Texas became a state in 1845 and support for taking over New Mexico and 

California grew in the South 

 Led to the Mexican-American War 

o Wilmot Proviso 

 Specified that slavery should be prohibited in any lands that might be 

taken from Mexico in the war 

 Southerners protested because they wanted to keep open the possibility of 

introducing slavery to California and New Mexico 

o John Calhoun countered with another proposal 

 It stated that neither Congress nor any territorial government had the 

authority to ban slavery from a territory or regulate it in any way 

 Neither proposal passed, but both caused bitter debate 

 

 

 Free-Soil Party 

o The debate over slavery led to the formation of a new political party 

 Anti-slavery democrats and Whigs left their parties and joined members of 

the old Liberty Party to form the Free-Soil Party 

 They supported the Wilmot Proviso and were against the spread of slavery 

to the West 

 



 The Compromise of 1850 

o California applied for statehood in 1850 

 California became a free state 

 The New Mexico Territory would have no restrictions on slavery 

 The New Mexico - Texas border dispute would be settled in favor of New 

Mexico 

 The slave trade, but not slavery itself, would be abolished in Washington, 

D.C. 

 A stronger fugitive slave law that required states to return runaway slaves 

to their masters 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 

o Required all citizens to help catch runaways 

 Anyone who aided a fugitive could be fined or imprisoned 

o People in the South believed the law would force Northerners to recognize the 

rights of Southerners 

 Instead, enforcement of the law led to mounting anger in the North and 

convinced more people of the evils of slavery 

o After passage of the Fugitive Slave Act, slaveholders stepped up their efforts to 

catch runaway slaves 

 They even tried to capture runaways who had lived in freedom in the 

North for years 

 Sometimes they seized African Americans who were not escaped slaves 

and forced them into slavery 

o Many Northerners refused to cooperate with the law’s enforcement 

 The Underground Railroad 

 People contributed to funds to buy the freedom of African Americans 

 Northern juries refused to convict those accused of breaking the Fugitive 

Slave Law 

 

 

 

 



 The Kansas-Nebraska Act 

o Stephen Douglas - an Illinois senator 

 Hoped to encourage settlement of the West and open the way for a 

transcontinental railroad 

 Proposed organizing the region west of Missouri and Iowa as the 

territories of Kansas and Nebraska 

o Because of the location of Kansas and Nebraska above the Missouri Compromise 

line, both territories seemed likely to become free states 

 Stephen Douglas proposed abandoning the Missouri Compromise and 

letting the settlers in each territory vote on whether to allow slavery 

 Popular Sovereignty - allowing the people to decide 

o Congress passed the Kansas-Nebraska Act in May 1854 

 

 

 

 Conflict in Kansas 

o Proslavery and Antislavery groups rushed supporters into Kansas 

 When elections took place in Kansas, a proslavery legislature was elected 

and passed laws supporting slavery 

 Anti-slavery people refused to accept these laws 

 They armed themselves, held their own elections, and adopted a 

constitution that banned slavery 

o By January 1856, rival governments existed in Kansas 

 One for and one against slavery and each asked Congress for recognition 

 President Pierce and the Senate supported the proslavery 

government  

 The House of Reps supported the antislavery government 

o “Bleeding Kansas” 

 Slavery supporters attacked the antislavery capital of Lawrence 

 John Brown, a fervent abolitionist, went into a rage and led an attack that 

seized and killed five supporters of slavery 

 More violence followed as armed bands roamed the territory 

 Newspapers began referring to the conflicts as “Bleeding Kansas” 

o Violence erupted in Congress as well 

 Abolitionist senator Charles Sumner lashed out against proslavery forces 

in Kansas and criticized proslavery senators 

 Representative Preston Brooks walked into the Senate chamber and hit 

Sumner repeatedly with a cane 

 Charles Sumner fell to the floor, unconscious and bleeding, and did not 

return to the Senate for several years 

 



 The Dred Scott Decision 

o Dred Scott was an enslaved African American bought by an army doctor in 

Missouri, which was a slave state 

 In the 1830s, the doctor moved his family to Illinois, a free state, and then 

to the Wisconsin Territory, where slavery was banned 

 Later, the family returned to Missouri, where the doctor died 

o Dred Scott sued for his freedom in 1846 

 He claimed that he should be free because he had once lived on free soil 

 The case reached the Supreme Court 

o Supreme Court Decision 

 Dred Scott was still a slave 

 As a slave, Dred Scott was not a citizen and had no right to bring a lawsuit 

 Dred Scott’s residence on free soil did not make him free 

 An enslaved person was property and the 5
th

 Amendment prohibits 

Congress from taking away property without due process of law 

 Congress had no power to prohibit slavery in any territory and the 

Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional 

 So was popular sovereignty because voters cannot prohibit slavery 

in a territory because that would amount to taking away a person’s 

property 

 The decision meant that the Constitution protected slavery 

 


