
Chapter 15 Section 3 Notes 

Challenges to Slavery 

 

 

 A New Political Party 

o Republican Party 

 Made up of anti-slavery Whigs, Free-Soilers, and Northern Democrats 

who left the Democratic Party 

 Main message was that the federal government should ban slavery from 

new territories 

 

 

 Election of 1856 

o Republican candidate - John C. Fremont 

 Platform was free territories 

o Democratic candidate - James Buchanan (winner) 

 Platform was popular sovereignty 

o American Party (Know-Nothings) candidate - Millard Filmore 

 Platform was anti-immigrant 

 

 

 Illinois Congressional Election of 1858 

o Stephen Douglas - Democrat and current Senator 

 “Little Giant” 

 Disliked slavery but thought that the controversy over it would interfere 

with the nation’s growth 

 Believed the issue of slavery could be resolved through popular 

sovereignty 

o Abraham Lincoln - Republican 

 Saw slavery as morally wrong 

 Believed there was no easy way to eliminate slavery where it already 

existed 

 Believed slavery should not be allowed to spread 

 

 

 



 Lincoln-Douglas Debates 

o Debated 7 times and the main topic was slavery 

o Freeport Doctrine 

 Douglas stated in Freeport, IL that the people could exclude slavery by 

refusing to pass laws protecting slaveholders’ rights 

o Douglas claimed Lincoln wanted African-Americans to be fully equal to whites 

 Lincoln denied this and believed that the real issue is whether slavery is 

wrong 

o Douglas won the election to the Senate in 1858 

 Lincoln lost but gained a national reputation 

 Lincoln’s “House Divided” speech 

 “A house divided against itself cannot stand.” 

 He meant that the government and country cannot survive 

permanently half slave and half free 

 

 

 Raid on Harpers Ferry 

o Abolitionist John Brown led a raid on the town of Harpers Ferry, Virginia 

 He wanted to gain control of the arsenal, which had weapons 

 He hoped to start a rebellion against slaveholders by arming enslaved 

African Americans 

o The raid was quickly defeated by local citizens and federal troops 

 Brown was convicted of treason and murder and sentenced to death by 

hanging 

o John Brown’s death became a rallying point for abolitionists 

 

 


