
Chapter 14 Section 2 Notes 

The Abolitionists 

 

 Early Efforts to End Slavery 

o Some Americans worked hard to abolish, or end, slavery 

 The religious revival and reform movement spurred the anti-slavery 

movement 

o American Colonization Society  

 Worked toward resettling African-Americans in Africa and the Caribbean 

 Bought slaves from slaveholders and sent them out of the country 

 Most African-Americans did not want to resettle in Africa but rather to 

have their freedom in America 

 

 

 The Movement Changes 

o William Lloyd Garrison 

 Founded the newspaper “The Liberator” 

 Called for the immediate and complete emancipation of enslaved people 

 1832 - New England Anti-Slavery Society 

 1833 - American Anti-Slavery Society 

o Grimke Sisters 

 Among the first women who spoke out publicly against slavery 

o African-American involvement 

 The African-Americans of the North especially wanted to help the 

enslaved people of the South 

 Subscribed to “The Liberator,” took part in organizing and directing the 

American Anti-Slavery Society, and began their own newspapers 

 Frederick Douglass became a powerful speaker and writer, editing the 

anti-slavery newspaper “The North Star” 

 Sojourner Truth was born a slave and later escaped and worked for 

abolitionism and women’s rights 

 

 

 The Underground Railroad 

o The Underground Railroad was a network of escape routes to the North and then 

to Canada 

 Helped only a small number of the enslaved people 

 Most who used it as an escape route came from the states between the 

Northern states and the Deep South 

 

 



o Opposition in the South 

 People who owned enslaved African-Americans and those who did not 

 Felt that abolitionism threatened the South’s way of life 

o Opposition in the North 

 Some Northerners saw the anti-slavery movement as a threat to the 

nation’s social order 

 Some felt that if freed, African-Americans could not blend into American 

society 

 Some feared that the abolitionists could bring on a war between North and 

South 

 Economic fears from Northern workers that freed African-Americans 

would take away their jobs since they would work for less pay 

o Conflict between pro-slavery and anti-slavery groups grew 

 South reacted to abolitionism by claiming that slavery was essential to 

economic progress and prosperity 

 Southerners said that they treated enslaved people well and that slavery 

was preferable to factory work in the North 

 Many whites also believed that African-Americans were better off under 

white care than on their own 

 


