
Update on Haiti (July 2014) 
 

Two nuns from the community of Mother Teresa came to see me. I was down 
with the fever that is affecting so many in Haiti. As if the Haitian people have 

nothing else to worry about. The nuns reminded me of my own words to them. 
I have to offer my own suffering to those who suffer as well. It has been almost 
a week that I could not eat solid food. I felt tired and weak. I was losing patient. 

The nuns’ words were much welcomed reminder. 
 
The sickness allowed me to spend time in bed and to think back. A forced 

retreat perhaps, only I have to deal with the fever and body pains. The fever 
called “chikungunya”  is expected to affect more than half of the country’s 

population.  
 
Our clinic becomes so busy everyday. 90% of these is the fever related 

complaints. Amidst this epidemic, I realized that the clinic is truly serving its 
purpose. It becomes a place of refuge for so many who need medical attention 

at times like this. The clinic has exceeded our goal. It does not only provide 
basic medical care, now it offers vaccines. Our clinic laboratory allows our 
physician to properly diagnose patients that come in everyday. We do not have 

to search for miracle somewhere, it is happening in our parish everyday. 

 
A young woman washes the feet of an elderly….   

 
The Haitian people remain strong and spirited. Our holy week celebration 

showcases that unyielding faith. This year, 21 adults were baptized into the 
catholic faith. More than half of them came from protestant churches, finding 
their homes in the Catholic Church. During the washing of the feet, a 



homeowner washed the feet of young girl that works for her. It reminded 
everyone in the church, we must all learn how to serve as Jesus served us. 

 
During our healing mass --- sick people receive a blessing of the Blessed Sacrament! 

 
 
For almost 14 years of working in Haiti, I have met hard working Haitians. The 

parish is blessed to have so many of them. Few months ago, we started a new 
program called “adult literacy”. In our micro-finance program or livelihood 

assistance program, we discovered that 80% of the women, ages 30 years and 
up, cannot read and write. Today we have about 120 women in the program. 
This is possible through the benevolent efforts of the young people in the 

parish. 
 
 

Given opportunities, Haitian people will strive to make their life better. For 
most mothers, they have simple dreams: to provide a meal for their children 

everyday and to send them to school. These are the two most important things 
in their lives. Haiti today is changing. Industries are growing in the country. 
The parish hopes to build a trade school that could provide Haitians, young 

and adults, some skills needed as demanded by the growing industries such as 
garments and tourism. Few months ago, we started a program that teaches 

women to do some pastries and art works. We hope to give them some skills 
they can use to provide for themselves. 
 

 
Every year, we welcome several medical mission groups from different parishes 
in the US. The medical teams do not only provide basic medical care, especially 

in our clinic, but it has become a witness of faith-sharing and solidarity. They 



became our friends, a partner, a co-worker in rebuilding lives and in sustaining 
hopes. We also started to welcome young people from the US to come and to 

experience life in Haiti. The young people mission trip to Haiti allows them to 
see the raw beauty of life in Haiti. They experienced the happiness of young 

Haitians even how little they have. One of the young people who came here said 
this after the trip: “I didn’t realize how fortunate I am, until I visited Haiti.”  
Miracles do happen when we open our hearts to those in need and when we 

cross boundaries to care. 
 

Faith sustains the Haitian struggle for a better life. There are no elaborate 
theologies. There are no strict norms to follow. It is all about believing. It is 
about simply trusting God.  

 
A prayer rally for peace… hundreds gathers to pray as one community of faith!! 

 
 
 

 
 

 


