
Christmas Message & Update from Fr. Andrew – 12/13/13 
Haiti is seldom seen or heard in the news nowadays. This was what I meant 

few years ago when asked what I feared most. Once Haiti is no longer the focus 
of international media, it will be once again a forgotten Eden.  

 
Recently, international community, including the UN, decries Dominican 
Republic recent ruling that threatens thousands Dominicans of Haitian decent 

losing their nationality. Few rallies had been organized but are not making 
headlines. Every week, sporadic rallies are being organized by different political 

parties, threatening another momentum of progress and steady stability in the 
country. 
 

Life is becoming more difficult for every Haitian family. The high-fever of 
helping Haiti is waning out. International organizations are closing their offices 
in Haiti, ending their commitments to bring necessary help for a struggling 

community. Once again, Haitians are forced to reckon with the same problems 
before the 2010 earthquake. A father of three came to me for help. He lost his 

job as a driver for an NGO who terminated its contract in Haiti. He and the 
many others are now jobless. They have a house to pay. They have kids to send 
to school. They have mouths to feed. The litany of their problems is unending. 

 
 
As a church, heading the call of 

Pope Francis, to be closer to the 
struggling people, it is both a great 

blessing and a challenge. It is a 
blessing to share and to feel their 
hopes and aspiration. It is a 

blessing to know their generosity. 
Last Sunday, the second Sunday of 

Advent, a young man from the 
parish told me about the sad news 
of his mother’s death. As the oldest 

son, the responsibility of burying 
her falls on him. He asked help from 
the parish community. We took up 

an instant second collection. Out 
from their poverty, we were able to 

collect significant amount to help 
this young man find a way to bury 
his mother. Paul words truly echoed 

in our hearts: “May God of 

endurance and encouragement grant 
you to think in harmony with one 
another…” 

 

 

 
 
 



Seeing and knowing the needs of the community, it helps us to recognize 
opportunities to serve. The current parish social apostolate, such as medical 
care, education, water project, recycling center, livelihood assistance, remains 

a major challenge. Maintaining these commitments requires constant funding. 
Our great blessing comes from our parish staffs who have been working 
selfishly to continue these engagements. As the international media no longer 

focus on Haiti, aid is also decreasing tremendously. One of the missionaries 
recently admitted: “without outside help, we will not survive!” A reality I have to 

deal myself every day. 
 
 

 
However, the enormous challenges 

we face here every day cannot shake 
the foundation of our faith. The 
church remains a place of refuge. It 

is here where we find comfort, peace 
of heart and mind. It is here where 
we can hope endlessly. An elderly 

woman once told me in the church: 
“I am catholic in a car accident, I am 
catholic while being operated, I am 
catholic in my sick bed, I am catholic 
in the face of death, and I remain a 
happy one.” It was a humbling 
declaration and I wish I could say 

the same in my life as a missionary 
priest.  

 
 

 
Advent has come. We put out our advent writ. The first Advent Sunday candle 

is offered to the young people of the parish that they may be guided by the 
same light in finding Jesus in their own journey. The second Sunday is for 
married couples in a hope that their love and commitment remains an example 

for us. The third Sunday of advent is for the children that their simple joys be 
our witness to a more secularized world. The fourth Sunday of advent is for 
widows who show us what it really means to love unconditionally. Our liturgy 

remains to be a reflection of their daily struggle, of their unwavering hope to 
the Risen Lord. 

 
 
“Emmanuel! God is with us! Bondye avek nou!” It is all what a mother can say 

when she found out that she has HIV. Their neighbors want her out, her family 
wants her to go somewhere away from the others. Hearing her story reminds of 

the reason why Jesus has to be born in manger because people have no place 



for him. The only reason I could think of why Jesus had to be born in that way 
was that people refused to offer a place. This reality is happening every day. We 
are challenge today to rewrite the nativity story. Joseph, Mary and Jesus are 

knocking our doors every day. When we offer a place for them, we are rewriting 
the nativity story.  

 
 
The parish of Saint Jude is living the new nativity story because you opened 
your hearts for us. You have offered a place for us. In return, you have blessed 

us to do the same. We will be forever grateful for your friendship and 
generosity. 

 
May your Christmas celebration remain blessed and may the coming year, 
2014, bring us more peace and happiness. 

 
Father Andrew and Saint Jude Parish  


