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přeloží je do českého jazyka. Žáci po přečtení textu odpovídají 
na otázky, které se týkají daného tématu. Každý žák 
samostatně si doplní cvičení na procvičení slovní zásoby 
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The European Union 

The European Union is an organization of 27 European countries. These countries 
have given special powers to the European institutions and have agreed on common 
policies. The EU headquarters are in Brussels, Belgium. 

History 

The European Union is thought to have begun in 1951 when France, Germany, Italy, 
the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg signed the Treaty of Paris and created 
the European Coal and Steel Community. The basic aim of this community was to 
make war among the members impossible. 

The next step was the formation of the EEC (the European Economic Community). 
This organization set out a common economic and agricultural policy. The UK, 
Ireland and Denmark joined in 1973. In 1981 Portugal and Spain joined. During this 
period, in 1979, the first direct elections to the European Parliament occurred. The 
Czech Republic and Slovakia joined in 2004.  

Institutions 

1. The European Commission – its members are the heads of all member states, 
and it has an executive power. 

2. The European Parliament – it is elected by member states and it has 
legislative and monitoring powers. 

3. The Council of the EU – it represents the government of the member states. 
4. The European Court of Justice – it coordinates application of the law in all 

member states. 
5. The Court of Auditors – it controls investments and monitors correct and lawful 

application of the EU budget. 

Goals 

1. One of the main aims of the EU was to introduce one single currency for the 
Eurozone.  A single European currency is the euro. It went into circulation in 
12 of the member states in 2002. Nowadays, this currency is used by 16 
countries. 

2. One of the first rights of an European citizen is the right to travel anywhere 
in the Union. You can work in public services such as education, health et. 
And the only exception is army, police and foreign affairs. You can travel 
without a passport but you are given a European health insurance card to 
cover medical costs in case of an accident or an illness. 

3. The European Union mean also education and culture. Every citizen living in 
the EU must be given the access to education either in their own country or 
abroad. It promotes the exchange programmes very much so the students can 
go to study somewhere abroad, participate in school activities across the 
borders and have the opportunity to study and improve their knowledge of 
foreign languages. 
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4. One of the priorities of the EU is to create more and better job and jobs 
positions. In the past many people worked in agriculture and industries and 
recent figures show that there is a stable increase in services, the number of 
industrial jobs is nearly the same as it used to be and there is a fall in 
agriculture. Other job creation will be intensively promoted by research, 
education and qualification training. 
 

5. In 1993 the European Environmental Agency was established collecting data 
about today´s environment and its protection. The European Union 
supports all the designs and regulations to protect air, water and lands as 
much as possible. 

Symbols 

The EU has its own flag. It consists of a circle 12 golden stars on a blue 
background. The position of the stars represents unity, the member 12 means 
completeness and perfection and the blue colour symbolizes the west. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EU and the Czech Republic 

The Czech Republic became a member of the EU on the 1st of May 2004 together 
with other nine countries. That was the biggest enlargement of the EU in its 
history. All the new members share the EU goals of freedom, democracy and 
prosperity. The countries have to face some changes: 

 As a member of the EU we have the right to travel, work or stay in any 
member state. 

 Czech becomes the official language of the EU – the official documents are 
translated into Czech. 

 We do not need any special international driving licence – the Czech one is 
good enough. 

 Czech students can spend their whole studies at the EU universities. 
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Questions: 

1. How many members does the EU have (in May 2010)? 
2. What are the most important institutions of the EU? 
3. What do you know about “free movements” of the EU? 
4. Is it an advantage for you to be a member of the EU? 
5. In your opinion, what are positive and negative things about the EU? 
6. Why do you think some people support being in the EU? 

 

Vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

To develop/development Vyvíjet se / vývoj 

To cooperate/cooperation Spolupracovat/spolupráce 

Common market Společný trh 

Home affairs Vnitřní záležitosti, domácí politika 

Foreign policy Zahraniční politika 

Social policy Sociální politika 

To enter the union Vstoupit do unie 

Loss of influence Ztráta vlivu 

membership členství 

Stable institutions Stabilní instituce 

Obligations  závazky 

Enlargement  rozšíření 

To set up criteria Vydat, zveřejnit kritéria 

Goals and principles Cíle a principy 

headquarters Hlavní “velení” 

Executive body Výkonná moc 

To propose Navrhovat  

Make up of Vytvořit z 

Elected body Volený orgán 

Circulating currency Měna v oběhu 
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1. Task 
 
1. How many member countries were there in the EU in 1973? 

8  -  12  -  9 
2. Which of these states has not accepted the European currency so far? 

Slovakia  -  Great Britain  -  Germany 
3. The so called Pan-European Union came into existence in the year? 

1951  -  2002  -  1995 
4. The Czech citizens have in the EU the right to 

Study abroad  -  speak only English  -  travel with a passport 
5. The role of the European parliament has the seat in 

Brussels  -  Strasbourg  -  Luxemburg 
6. The Czech Republic became the member of the EU in 

Last year  -  2003  -  2004 
7. What is the currency used in the EU 

1 pound  -  1 euro  -  1 dollar 

 

2. Match 1 – 10 with a – j. 
 

1. The announcement was made by a. Ben Jones represents 

2. They hold b. a campaign. 

3. The government will face c. for that party. 

4. We need to launch d. on better health care. 

5. They want to persuade e. elections every four years. 

6. I don´t know which party f. policy. 

7. I wouldn´t vote g. the prime minister. 

8. She´s the Member h. of Parliament. 

9. I don´t agree with their immigration i. strong opposition to their plan 

10. The government needs to focus j. people to accept the scheme. 

 

 

 



 

Stránka 6 z 7 

 

ŘEŠENÍ: 

1. Task 
 
1. How many member countries were there in the EU in 1973? 

8  -  12  -  9 
2. Which of these states has not accepted the European currency so far? 

Slovakia  -  Great Britain  -  Germany 
3. The so called Pan-European Union came into existence in the year? 

1951  -  2002  -  1995 
4. The Czech citizens have in the EU the right to 

study abroad  -  speak only English  -  travel with a passport 
5. The role of the European parliament has the seat in 

Brussels  -  Strasbourg  -  Luxemburg 
6. The Czech Republic became the member of the EU in 

Last year  -  2003  -  2004 
7. What is the currency used in the EU 

1 pound  -  1 euro  -  1 dollar 

 

2. Match 1 – 10 with a – j. 
 

1. The announcement was made by 
(g) 

a. Ben Jones represents 

2. They hold (e) b. a campaign. 

3. The government will face (i) c. for that party. 

4. We need to launch (b) d. on better health care. 

5. They want to persuade (j) e. elections every four years. 

6. I don´t know which party (a) f. policy. 

7. I wouldn´t vote (c) g. the prime minister. 

8. She´s the Member (h) h. of Parliament. 

9. I don´t agree with their 
immigration (f) 

i. strong opposition to their 
plan 

10. The government needs to focus 
(d) 

j. people to accept the 
scheme. 
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