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Učebnice je vhodná k seznámení s tématem „The Czech 
Republic“ a prostudování nových informaci a nové slovní 
zásoby. Žáci postupně čtou daný text nahlas a podtrhnou si 
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The Czech Republic 

The Czech Republic is situated in Central Europe. It is an inland state with moderate 
climate. The country is surrounded by four countries: Poland to the north, Germany to 
the west, Austria to the south and Slovakia to the east. It is not large country but it 
has varied landscape. We can find here valleys, lowlands, highlands and mountains. 
In the north there are the Giant  mountains with the highest peak Sněžka (1602). The 
main rivers are the Vltava River, the Labe River and the Morava River. 

The Czech Republic is divided into three historical parts: Bohemia in the west, 
Moravia in the east and Silesia, which is northern part of Moravia. Politically we 
distinguish 14 districts. There live more than 10 000 000 inhabitants. 

 

Important dates in the Czech history 

9th century – The Great Moravian Empire 

1346 – 1378 – The reign of Charles IV  

1348 – Charles University was founded in Prague 

1415 – Jan Hus – our national hero – was burnt to death 

1918 – Czechoslovakia was established after the Austro-Hungarian Empire collapsed 

1939 – Czechoslovakia was changed into the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia 

1945 – World War II was ended 

1948 – The Communist Party came to power 

1968 – Prague Spring, the Armies of the Warsaw Pact occupied the country 

1989 – The Velvet Revolution, Václav Havel was elected president 

1993 – Czechoslovakia split into the Czech and Slovak Republics 

1999 – The Czech Republic joined the NATO 

2004 – The Czech Republic became the member of the European Union 
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Agriculture and industry 

There is about 40% of land in the country which is cultivated. There are grown wheat, 
barley, corn, sugar beets and potatoes. Czech farmer raise livestock animals: cattle, 
pigs, sheep. Fish-breeding (especially carp-breeding) has a long tradition in South 
Bohemia ponds. 

The greatest percentage of industry is represented by engineering. Other important 
branches are metallurgical and chemical industries and tourism. Textile and glass 
industries have a long tradition as do cut glass, china and food productions. 

The Czech Republic is not rich in raw materials. Many resources are already 
exhausted. The main resources are coal basins. Black coal is usually mined in deep 
mines near Ostrava. Uranium for nuclear power stations is exploited at Příbram and 
Jáchymov. Kaolin for china industry is mined near Karlovy Vary which is known all 
over the world. 

The Czech Republic is quite rich in mineral springs and spas e.g. Karlovy Vary, 
Mariánské lázně, Poděbrady, Luhačovice, Jeseník etc. Among the most beautiful 
natural places are: The Czech Paradise, the Děčín Walls, Czech Switzerland, the 
Boubín Virgin Forests, Koněprusy caves, Macocha abbeys and others. 

 

Political system 

The Czech Republic is parliamentary democracy. A head of the government is the 
Prime Minister. The Parliament consists of two parts: 1/ Chamber of Deputies (200 
members), 2/ The Senate (81 members). The President – a formal head of the state 
with executive power – is elected by Parliament to a five-year term. 
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Prague – basic facts 

area 496 sq km 

Main river The Vltava River flows through Prague in the length of 31 km, its 
maximum width being 330 m 

Prague 
historical centre 

Hradčany, Malá Strana (Lesser Town), Staré Město (Old Town) 
including Josefov, Nové Město (New Town) and Vyšehrad. 
Historical centre of the city is Prague Heritage Reserve in the 
area covering 866 ha. In December 1992 it was decided definitely 
about including the historical heart of Prague into UNESCO´s 
world natural and cultural heritage list. 

Number of Approximately 500 

Population 1, 170, 571 

Administrative 
division 

22 administrative areas, 57 municipal districts 

 

Main Prague Sights 

Prague castle 

Prague Castle is probably the most recognized of all Prague attractions. It´s the 
absolute historical and architectural crown of Prague and cannot be missed. The 
castle is the largest functioning castle in the world and it´s the seat of the Czech 
president. The castle is a complex of buildings. The most visible being Prague 
Cathedral – St. Vitus  Cathedral.  

Charles Bridge 

Charles Bridge was built by a famous Gothic architect Petr Parléř. On both ends of 
the bridge are Gothic Bridge Towers. It is the second oldest bridge began to be 
decorated by baroque statues by Matyáš Braun. During summer it is always full of 
tourists, souvenir stalls and street artists. 

Old Town 

Old Town is considered by many to be the very heart of Prague. It has lots of tiny 
streets and is chock full of sights and sounds. Most streets seem to lead to Old Town 
Square – one of the largest and most impressive open public spaces in Europe. 
There is Old Town Hall with the astronomical clock, which strikes every 60 minutes 
and is controlled by a very complicated mechanism built in the Middle Ages.  

Wenceslas Square 

Wenceslas Square is the centre of the city. It is about 750 m long and 60 m wide. 
The statue of the Czech patron – St. Wenceslas – was made by Myslbek. Here you´ll 
find the plenty of shops, restaurants, cafes and big hotels.   
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Questions: 

1. What do you know about geographical position of the Czech Republic? 
2. What are the neighbouring states? 
3. Name the Czech mountains and rivers. 
4. How can the Czech Republic be divided? 
5. What happened in 1918, 1968, 1989? 
6. Which other dates are very important and why? 
7. Describe the political system. 
8. What do you know about Prague´s geography and population? 
9. What do you know about Prague Castle and Old Town? 
10. Which are the most famous sights in Prague? 

 

Exercise: 

Organize the three-day stay of four English speaking students in Prague. 
Describe it day by day. 

The students: 

 Are coming in one week time. 

 Have a limited budget. 

 Have never been to Prague. 

 Are coming by train. 

 Are staying in a hotel. 

 Want to spend at least one day sightseeing. 

Some ideas to help you: 

 Arrival/departure 

 City transport 

 Sightseeing 

 Culture and sport 

 Shopping, presents, souvenirs 

 Other 

Answer the following questions: 

 What advice would you give the students? 

 How much money should the student changed and where? 

 Which places wouldn´t you take the students and why? 

 Where will you take the students if they ask for traditional Czech meal? 

 Which souvenirs would you recommend to students from Prague? 
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