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SGP Offers Education Programs in Three New Schools

Village School Students Support SGP with 
Walk-A-Thon

Justin Boe’s 8th grade students at Village 
School have chosen to partner with SGP for 
their annual Community Service Walk-A-Thon. 
The event is scheduled to take place Friday, 
October 3rd this year. The students will raise 
funds until the event date and donate half of 
their proceeds to SGP. The rest of the proceeds 

support their own school garden and garden 
lunch program. Students are also committed 
to participating in a community service project 
as part of the event.  Community members can 
contribute or participate in the event by calling 
Village School Executive Director Andy Peara 
at 541-345-7285.

This fall, School Garden Project welcomed three 
new schools to our roster of in-school education 
programs. Due to increased capacity, SGP staff made 
the decision early this fall to work with schools on our 
waiting list for programming during the upcoming 
school year. 

Bertha Holt and Willagillespie Elementary Schools 
both began their first year of in-school education 
programs with SGP this fall. Willagillespie 
Elementary has participated in SGP offerings through 
our Member School program in the past and reached 
out in hopes of securing an in-school program for 
their students this year. Teachers from Bertha Holt 
initially contacted SGP over a year ago hoping to 
bring garden education staff in for on-site programs. 
We are thrilled that we are able to take them on this 
year.

Guy Lee Elementary in Springfield has worked with 
SGP staff in the past through their involvement 
in Farm to School education sessions offered by 
Willamette Farm and Food Coalition, as well as the 
Member School program. Guy Lee expanded their 

SGP would like to welcome Tom Dibble as our newest 
garden educator. Tom was a star volunteer with SGP 
garden programs last year and jumped at the opportunity 
to take a quarter-time role leading Garden Clubs this 
school year. Tom will facilitate after-school garden 
club activities at Edison and Fox Hollow/Charlemagne 
Elementary Schools. Tom’s experience and enthusiasm 
are an excellent addition to the SGP team and his presence 
allows our other educators to increase our STEM after-
school programming in 4J schools.

SGP Welcomes New Staff

Tom assisting students with a lesson at 
Thurston Elementary

garden during the spring using Green School Award 
funds and asked SGP if we could provide our full 
education program this fall. 
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This generation of children is the first in 
modern times who are predicted to have 
shorter life spans than their parents. 
Unhealthful diet and associated diseases 
are significant factors. School garden 
education has an important role to play in 
addressing this startling fact.

In March, Cornell University released a 
study indicating that children in schools 
with school gardens get more exercise 
than their companions without. “What’s 
more,” the study concluded, “children 
who gardened at school were substantially less sedentary at home and elsewhere 
than their counterparts.” (Cornell Chronicle, 3/20/2014) Other studies indicate 
that children who grow vegetables in their school gardens develop a tendency to 
eat more veggies than their peers who don’t.

Lane County’s Community Health Improvement Plan identifies obesity 
prevention as a priority, and school garden and farm to school education 
programs as key strategies to address that priority. As a result, the Lane 
County Department of Public Health has asked School Garden Project and our 
colleagues in the Alliance for Healthy Families to organize and facilitate a series 
of activities for state and local policy makers (legislators, county commissioners, 
school board members, health care providers, funders, and more). We will host 
school garden and farm to school site visits in September and October, followed 
by a “summit” meeting on October 24th (Food Day) that will explore ways to 
strengthen these programs.

On the ground

Policy and theory don’t mean much if we aren’t able to deliver strong services. 
As the newsletter goes to press, SGP garden educators are embarking on our 
biggest education program to date. We are providing in-school education in 
13 schools, delivering STEM in the Garden afterschool programming to five 
schools, and bringing afterschool Garden Clubs to two schools. Our garden 
education curriculum is recognized for its effectiveness, and requests for 
curriculum and garden support continue to arrive from throughout Lane 
County, Oregon, the US, and the world (UK, Australia, and New Zealand!).

Community Support

Volunteer and financial support from the community enable SGP to serve more 
than 1,000 children each year. Our small staff was supported by more than 170 
volunteers last year.  Individual and business donations make it possible to 
serve schools whose budgets don’t allow for garden education. Please join us in 
the new school year as we continue our work to take school garden education 
to the next level. Contact info@schoolgardenproject.org to volunteer and watch 
your mailbox in late October for our Fall 2014 Donor Campaign letter (or use 
the remittance envelope in this newsletter) to continue your vital support for 
this work. Thank you.

    - John Moriarty, Executive Director

Program Support 
Update

SGP is pleased to announce that we 
continue to expand our partnership 
with the 4J School District. SGP will 
provide after-school STEM in the 
Garden classes at Madison and Kelly 
Middle Schools, as well as Chavez, 
Howard and River Road Elementary 
Schools as part of the district’s 
BEST Plus afterschool program. Our 
sessions apply concepts related to 
science, technology, engineering, 
and math in the garden and are a 
popular after-school enrichment 
activity for students in these 
schools. In addition, the district is 
supporting our effort to continuously 
improve and strengthen our STEM 
curriculum. This directly benefits 
4J and also provides additional 
resources to the larger community 
when we share our curriculum 
online. 

The City of Eugene continues to 
partner with SGP in support of 
our garden education activities in 
Eugene schools (both Bethel and 4J 
Districts). The City’s support will 
help us deliver services to Bertha 
Holt Elementary for the first time 
this year. In addition to direct 
education support, our contract with 
the City will also support curriculum 
development that helps students 
understand the connections between 
gardening, healthy soil, composting, 
and waste reduction.

Thank you to the Albert B. and Jean 
E. Hallstrom Family Fund of the 
Oregon Community Foundation for 
their $1,500 award to support garden 
education and teacher professional 
development. 

Finally, we would like to thank 
Juan Young Trust for their $5,000 
award to support all of our garden 
programming this year. Juan Young 
Trust funds come at a time when 
SGP is expanding the reach of our 
programs and bolsters our ability 
to serve more students than ever 
before. The Trust helps underwrite 
in-school education, afterschool 
garden club, and school support 
services.

Summer interns assist School 
Garden Project with many tasks 
during our off season. One summer 
intern who went above and beyond 
this year was Celeste Chillemi. 
In addition to tending to our 
school gardens over the summer, 
Celeste helped grade student post-
evaluations and organize seeds for 
2014-15 member school distribution. 

Celeste also helped run Summer Fun in the Garden at Fairfield Elementary, 
which offered garden activities for youth between breakfast and lunch during 
the Bethel Nutrition Services Summer Food Rocks! meal program.  Celeste 
helped create a fun and encouraging environment for kids to explore and learn. 
We asked Celeste a few questions about her volunteer experience and here’s 
what she had to say:

SGP: What did you learn at SGP that you believe will be valuable for your 
future?

CC: I loved learning about how gardens are set up, especially in a way to 
maximize space and production. I want to do work with school and community 
gardens so that was very valuable to me.

SGP: What was your favorite part of the volunteer experience?

CC: I especially enjoyed working with Sarah at Fairfield for the summer garden 
program we created there!

SGP: If you could give advice to future SGP volunteers, what would it be? 

CC: Don’t be afraid to get a little dirt under your fingernails!

Thank you, Celeste, for your committment! 

Volunteer Spotlight: Celeste Chillemi

Students at Clear Lake learn about 
different varieties of beans

Fall Donor Campaign is Underway
School Garden Project has increased our impact and expanded our coverage 
over the past few years, thanks in large part to our generous individual donors. 
Grants and contracts are not enough to meet all of our needs. Donations from 
individuals in our community are vital to SGP programming. When you make 
SGP a part of your giving plan, you help us

• reach more schools and students;
• provide children with outdoor learning opportunities;
• teach kids real gardening skills;
• deliver standards-based science and STEM lessons; and,
• help students build a lifelong love of vegetables.

You can fill out and return the enclosed remittance envelope or visit our website 
at schoolgardenproject.org and click on the Donate tab to give online. Look for 
our Fall Campaign letter in your mailbox in the weeks ahead. We’re excited to 
offer a monthly giving option for the first time this year—an easy, secure way to 
make a big impact by giving a little throughout the entire year.
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Upcoming Events

Volunteer Orientation
October 11 or October 18 | 
10am - 12pm | Family School 
(1650 W. 22nd, Eugene)

Fall Square Dance
Stay tuned for details!

in between the rows...
As the rainy season grows more imminent, this is a great time to 
consider which methods you would like to use to protect your soil 
against winter erosion. Heavy rains not only can compact and wash 
away valuable topsoil, but they also can strip precious nutrients from 
our garden beds. Using a cover crop can greatly decrease the loss of 
nutrients and soil, as well as keep those pesky weeds under control 
during the colder months. This year, consider planting overwintering 
grains for a quick cover that is easy to till in, recycling nutrients when 
spring arrives.  Not only will grains make a thick green cover even when 
planted late in the season, but unlike the legume family, they do not 
fix extra nitrogen into the soil which keeps a good balance for nitrogen 
fearing crops like carrots. 

Could your school’s garden use a little help 
this year? Our Member School Program offers 
seeds, starts, resources, and advice to school 
gardens. For a $40 annual fee, schools have 
access to our lending library, curriculum 
resources, garden advice, seeds from our seed 
bank, publicity in our newsletter and social 
media, as well as plant starts when available. 
If you are interested in becoming a member 
school or have questions about the program, 
contact us at info@schoolgardenproject.org.

Become a Member School!

Return Service Requested

If you or someone you know is interested 
in volunteering with School Garden Project 
this school year, please attend one of our 
upcoming volunteer training dates. 

Saturday, October 11th or 

Saturday, October 18th 

10 am-12 pm

Jefferson Middle School (ATA), 1650 W. 22nd, 
Eugene

Please RSVP to info@schoolgardenproject.org 
indicating the date you’d like to attend.

Fall Volunteer Training


