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Green Partnership Schools: A new vision for EE 

Environmental Education (EE) is here to stay. Between local, regional, 
statewide and national channels, there is talk about how to integrate place-based 
learning that focuses upon sustainability concepts. These concepts include the 
importance of biodiversity, air & water quality, waste reduction, critical thinking as 
well as the equity values best phrased as “live simply so that others may simply 
live.” 
 
Partners for Sustainable Schools works to make this a reality here in Lane County 
and beyond. We find that EE needs to be taken into the classroom giving students 
access to the idea that we as human are always connected with nature in some 
way; every thing, every person, every social system comes from nature. 
 

This year we have a new plan for 
making this a reality. We have 
listened to teachers, administrators 
and students to realize that we 
need to “go deep” into a school’s 
operations and educational 
activities. We need to blend 
education with inspiration, and 
inspiration with action. 
 

What is the process and how do you get involved? 
 

We are currently in our pilot year, and are working with 6 great 
schools. 
 
If you are interested in being involved in 2014/2015, we only need three things to get you started with the Green 
Partnership Program: (1) an initial meeting with the principal, (2) a list of 2nd and 5th grade teachers that will host 
us for our in-class presentations and, (3) a teacher to act as the advisor to the Green Team. Involvement from 
the principal is minimal; in-class presentations are only a 4 hour commitment for each teacher (one hour per 
week, for four weeks); the Green Team advisor only needs to attend one meeting per month. 
 
The rest of the work is done by our “team” that includes PSS staff, our interns, parent & community volunteers 
(as well as teachers and administrators whenever possible).  Here are the goals: 
 
Short-term: to inspire students in-class to take action, become leaders and get to know their environment and 
community a little better. 

Long-term: to build hope and wonder in each student so as to encourage life-long learning on sustainability 
topics and how natural systems are an important part of their lives. 

Please let us know if you have any questions related to the Green Partnership Schools program, or any of the 

other programs we offer (Oregon Green Schools, Hope in Action youth conference, Earth Day activities, etc).         

(contact Joshua – greenschools@live.com / 541-636-0096) 

About Our Newsletter 
We publish this newsletter to 

keep you informed about 

efforts that promote 

sustainability in Lane County 

schools.  We welcome your 

contributions!  
 

Our Mission 
Partners for Sustainable 

Schools works to integrate 

sustainability in all aspects of 

K-12 education in Lane 

County, providing young 

people with opportunities to 

develop life skills that build 

wonder, hope, and vision. 

 

Contact Us 
You can reach us by email at: 

greenschools@live.com OR 

by phone (541) 636-0096. 

 
 



 

Guy Lee Elementary 

(Springfield School District) 

Partners for Sustainable Schools conducted 
an interview with Guy Lee Elementary School 
principal Nicki Gorham (NG), and head 
custodian and Green Team coordinator 
Bradley Barnhart (BB).  The interview 
discusses why they enjoy being “green.” 

How has having a Green Team & focusing on 

reducing waste in your school been beneficial? 

BB:  It creates pride in the students, because 
they want to be helpful and 
feel like they can contribute. 

NG:  I think it builds a sense 
of community. We hope that 
we are building lifelong 
learners and students who 
will be responsible, respectful 
and safe with issues 
regarding our planet.  The 
effort we are putting forth right now is instilling 
those long-term goals in kids. 

In regards to student behavior, has the Green 

Team resulted in any positive behavioral changes?   

NG:  I think that anytime you motivate kids, you 
are going to get increased [positive] behavior.  
The kids want to be involved, and they are 
motivated, so we are getting better behavior. The 
other factor is that [these types of teams] build 
friendship, and students are motivated to be with 
their peers.  So, the idea of working together, 
collaborating, and being part of a team also 
reinforces the sense of pride and motivation. 

BB:  I have seen kids take more responsibility for 
the choices they make, not only when it’s “green-
oriented,” but when they feel they have worth and 
value, they feel respected and can in turn give 
worth, value, and respect to others. 

 

Do you think the teachers enjoy that as well? 
 

NG: Absolutely, I know it carries over.  They’re 
coming back from whatever their duty was and 
they’re bringing that sense of pride back into the 
classroom. 
 

As far as “eco-literacy”—understanding nature—

do you feel that the Green Team is having a 

lasting effect for kids understanding the 

importance of conservation and sustainability? 

 
BB:  I think it’s so important to catch children 
when they’re young, and the fact that we’re 
training our kindergarteners [is positive] because 
it becomes part of who they are, and as they 
transition to middle or high school, they can, and 
want to, encourage their schools to become 
green.   

 

NG:  It’s great, because some 
kids are just learning how to 
carry a tray, and not only did 
they learn how to carry a tray 
yesterday, but they also 
learned how to recycle 
everything on that tray.  It’s 
been taught explicitly, over and 
over. 

 

What advice do you have for other 

principals/custodians who may be getting 

involved in this specific type of program at school? 
 

NG: It’s really about all of us doing our part. I 
think we have a very important job, fostering our 
children.  I think having this become a part of 
their everyday life is critical and essential, and I 
think once you get started, it just becomes more 
and more successful. 
 

BB:  I think a key to custodians is for them to 
realize that if you give kids a sense of ownership 
in their school, it makes the custodian’s job so 
much easier, because the kids want to take on 
responsibility, to take care of and respect the 
school, and respect you, because you’ve given 
them this gift.  It may seem like extra work, but I 
think it’s more just learning how to implement 
something new, and once you’re used to it, I 
can’t imagine ever going back!  The school is 
definitely cleaner [with the program]. 
 

Thanks Guy Lee. You’re doing great work!! 

Spotlight on a Green Partnership School:



 

Coalition Building – A snapshot of the 
EEAO conference held in August. 
 

PSS attended the 3 day EEAO (Environmental 
Education Association of Oregon) conference 
held in August. A great deal of discussion about 
building coalitions took place at the conference. 
Let’s take a look: 
 

What is the EEAO?  
 
The EEAO is a branch of 
the NAAEE (North 
American Association for 
Environmental Education 
– www.naaee.net). They 
support eco-literacy 

throughout Oregon in a variety of ways, a key 
role being their direct support of the NOCLI (No 
Child Left Inside) and OELP (Oregon 
Environmental Literacy Plan) initiatives. You can 
learn more about these initiatives at 
www.eeao.org.   
 
What were the major topics at the 
conference? 
 

· Civic involvement: getting students active in 
public policy. 

· Eco-literacy: nature vs. computer screens, 
phones, gaming and other electronic devices. 

· Lesson plan development: creating learning 
experiences through an ecological design 
perspective. 

· Collaboration: how organizations can work 
together to reach similar EE related goals. 

 
Why is collaboration so important in regards 
to eco-literacy and environmental education? 
 
1) Getting outdoors: A key aspect to eco-
literacy is learning an appreciation for nature. In 
order to accomplish this a student needs 
experience nature first-hand. 
  
In Action: By collaborating with outdoor 
programs and other organizations teachers can 
assist in getting their students into nature to learn 
about the forests, wetlands, coastal 
environments, watersheds, etc. 
 

 
 
2) A sense of place: Knowing the local 
environment and community is very important in 
having a perspective on global environmental 
issues. 
 
In Action: Teachers and administrators can 
collaborate with neighborhood associations and 
others to give students a broader perspective on 
how their community works. Resources may 
include local gatherings students can attend, or 
inviting guest speakers from local groups. 
 
3) Civic involvement: Decisions that are made 
on a local level have a great deal of effect upon 
the environment, both locally and globally. 
Projects that effect the air, water and soil are 
right here in our community and everyone can be 
involved in ensuring these projects are planned 
with ecological goals in mind. 
 
In Action: Schools can encourage students to 
get involved in public policy and decision making. 
As educators we can collaborate to remind 
students that they ARE part of the government 
when they vote (when eligible), attend city 
council meetings and/or involve themselves with 
groups that advocate for legislative decisions that 
better serve the communities collective goals. 
Groups like PSS are available to build student 
leadership skills through in-class and extra-
curricular activities. 
 
4) Environmental Education (EE): There are so 
many wonderful ways of discussing ecological 
concepts in the classroom. Lessons about air, 
water, soil, living systems, etc. can be integrated 
into STEM and other teaching modalities to get 
your students in touch with nature. 
 
In Action: PSS and other local organizations 
provide strong resources for providing your 
students with effective EE. Just contact us to get 
involved! PLUS – see our article on the next 
page about the new coalition being formed! 
 

 



 

Turning Awareness into Action 

 

  Get educated about energy: www.eweb.org/sustainability and www.eweb.org/education 

Find out how you can get involved with NextStep Recycling: 

Go to: http://www.nextsteprecycling.org/what-we-do to find out more information. 

There’s some great things to find in BRING’s newsletter: 

Go to: www.bringrecycling.org and click on “newsletters” for more information. Their newsletter is 
called the UsedNews and is filled with ways to reuse or recycle materials from your school or home. 

Time to activate: Southern Willamette Valley 
Environmental / Social Justice Educator's Coalition 

When: Thursday Nov.14th 6:30 -8:30 Where: Lane Community College (new Downtown Center) 

Who should attend: If your organization works with youth in the schools or the community in areas of 
gardening, healthy / local food awareness, recycling, social justice, peace, science and technology, and the 
natural world. 

Traci Price, board member of the Environmental Education Association of Oregon (EEAO) will be joining 
us on Nov.14th to support our efforts in putting together the coalition. Amongst her other work, Traci has 
received funding from the Gray Foundation to work around the state promoting the No Oregon Child Left Inside 
Act and the Oregon Eco-Literacy Plan. 

PSS sees that there are many benefits to the formation of a Southern Willamette Valley Environmental/ Social 
Justice Educator’s Coalition (SEEC). Our working together in concert with varied localities around the state will 
give us the best opportunity to influence systemic change towards greater sustainability within our schools. 

A viable coalition can offer the following benefits: 

1) Sharing resources and knowledge (curriculum, lesson plans, shared learning tools). 

2) Collaborations with similar or complementary organizations for writing grants. 

3) To have greater leverage to lobby and advocate with our legislators and the Oregon Dept. of Education for 
more curriculum based on the varied aspects of sustainability. 

4) Working together to market and promote our organizations collectively to our local school districts and 
community. 

Please join us and share your ideas. We look  

forward to be seeing you there. Please RSVP.  

Thanks Mel Bankoff (541) 729-2841 

mel.bankoff@gmail.com 

Links: 

· www.partnersforsustainableschools.org 

· www.oregongreenschools.org 

· eugene-or.gov/eugenerecycles 

· lanecounty.org  (search: waste management)  
 


