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A
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e
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a

Maghreb 35.9 47.5% $274.5 $8,200 Sunni 125 105 2.9 133 49.7 2,078,000 25.8

B
ah

ra
in

Gulf 1.2 43.9% $32.4 $24,000 Shia 122 48 5.1 144 36.5 46,430 26.6

Eg
yp

t Levant 

(Arab 

Levant)

84.6 52.3% $537.8 $5,900 Sunni 138 98 2.9 127 65.7 662,600 14.3

Ir
an Persia 79.8

Over 50% 

(60% are 

under 30)

$997.4 $13,100 Shia n/a 120 2.7 175 ------- 4,252,000 31.8

Ir
aq

Levant 

(Arab 

Levant)

31.4 60.6% $155.4 $4,000 Shia 111 175 1.8 144 65.7 2,642,000 47.4
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Pre-Arab Spring Political System Pre-Arab Spring Ruler

Pre-Arab Spring Ruler Came to Power 

Through… When/How Rule for Family/Party Began 

A
lg

e
ri

a

Dictatorship with strong connection to the 

military. 
Pres. Abdelaziz Boutefika 

Military approved candidate in less than 

democratic election in 1999. 

In 1965 Boutefika was involved in a military coup bring one of his 

predecessors to power.

B
ah

ra
in

Monarchy
King Hamad (full name, Hamad 

bin Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa)
Death of father. A hereditary monarchy, the Al Khalifa family has ruled since 1780s.

Eg
yp

t Personalized dictatorship, with strong 

connection to the military. 
President Hosni Mubarak

Mubarak was VP when Pres. Anwar Sadat was 

assassinated in 1981. 

Military-backed presidential system. Coup by Nasser in 1950 began 

series of military-backed dictators. 

Ir
an Theocracy 

Atop the Iranian political system 

is the Supreme Leader, is 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. A distant 

second is Pres. Mahmoud 

Ahmadinejad. 

Khamenei chosen by religious clerics to be 

Supreme Leader for life. Ahmadinejad elected 

in 2005 election; re-elected in fraudulent and 

controversial 2009 elections. 

1979 Iranian/Islamic Revolution began this theocratic system of 

governance. It overthrew the US-installed (1953) and US-backed 

Shah. 

Ir
aq

Imposed, unconsolidated and 

dysfunctional democracy (i.e. semi-

democracy) 

Prime Minister Nuri-al-Mulaki 2006 elections after US 2003 invasion.

2006: The US had forced out Sadaam Hussein and the Ba'ath Pary 

and a transional government formed the governmental structure. 

Highly fractured political system with Shi'a political parties being the 

most dominant. 
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State of Ethnic & Related Divisions Role of Military, Pre-Arab Spring Other

A
lg

e
ri

a Berber tension with Arab majority but more significant is the 

Islamist-secular divide.  Civil war in the 1990s when the 

military stopped elections that Islamists were winning. 

The military is an anti-Islamist stronghold. It played a 

significant role in Algeria's independence and has continued 

to exert influence over the poltical system. 

The government has vowed to never return to the days of Islamists 

taking over government by way of the ballot box. Tension with 

Morocco over Algeria's support for the Polosario Front. Over 

100,000 of Western Sahara's Sahrawis  live in refugee camps in 

western Algeria with hopes of returning to an independence. 

Morocco seeks to keep the territory as part of Morocco. 

B
ah

ra
in

Shia majority resent minority Sunni rule.
Controlled by the ruling family to ensure loyalty. The royal 

family is also backed by Saudi Arabia. 

The Shi'a minority is poorer than the ruling Sunnis. A bridge built 

linking Bahrain to Saudi Arabia is both a symbolic and a literal link. 

Eg
yp

t

Tension between Arab and minority Christians (Coptics). 

Islamist-secular divide with the Muslim Brotherhood being the 

best organized non-government entity in Egypt despite being 

suppressed since their assassination attempt against Nasser. 

The military viewed itself as the guardian of the political 

system. Professional officer corps. The military is a respected 

institution, but very involved in economy and indirectly 

(usually) in politics. 

Bread subsidies--critical for nutrition and stability--had become 

difficult for the government to fund. 

Ir
an

Minority religious communities don't feel welcome, especially 

Christians and Jews. 

Military has an important and highly ideological political role. 

The military also has significant economic holdings in Iran. 

Unsuccessful "Green" Revolution in 2009. These were not liberal 

western democrats calling for revolution. These were Islamic 

Revolution stalwarts calling for modest reforms that were sidelined 

by hardliners using substantial coercion and violence. 

Ir
aq

Sunni minority resents/fears Shia rule. Saddam Hussein had 

been a Sunni, showed favoratism toward Sunnis. Shia and 

Kurds systematiaclly persecuted by Hussein. 

Widely believed to be controled by PM Malaki and thus 

viewed as sectarian (supporting Shi'a Iraqis) and supporting 

the PM's political goals. 

 PM-al-Mulaki governs in a divided Iraq and thus a divided 

parliament. Sunnis distrust al-Mulaki, and plenty of Shi'a have their 

doubts, but he always seems to come out on top. 
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Government Reaction to Arab Spring Result (as of 2013)

Violence Level 

From Arab Spring 

?

Pre-Arab 

Spring Leader 

Ousted (Due to 

Arab Spring)? 

A
lg

e
ri

a Protests in Algeria are met with the lifting of emergency rule and 

allowing private media ownership. Pres. Abdelaziz Boutefika remains 

firmly in control politically. 

Occasional battles with militant Islamists--which pre-date the Arab Spring--continue, 

including a major attack at a energy facility resulting in the deaths of many hostages 

(and militants). Pres. Abdelaziz Boutefika remains firmly in control politically and 

coasts to an easy election victory--his fourth--in April 2014. 

None or Negligable No

B
ah

ra
in Significant crackdown including punishing doctors for helping injured 

opposition. Protests continue. Saudi Arabian troops come to the 

assistance of the government. 

The regime survives thanks to Saudi military backing, but sporadic Shi'a protests 

continue, less intense than earlier in the Arab Spring. 

Substantial (but 

not war)
No

Eg
yp

t

Police crackdown on protestors seems wildly unjust. The military 

intervenes to get between the police and government backers on the 

one hand and opposition on the other. Opposition, including both  

liberal and Islamist opponents of Mubarak are determined. Mubarak 

resigns. 

Parliamentary elections bring Islamists to power. Presidency won by Morsi, from the 

Muslim Brotherhood. Liberal opposition is opposed to Islamists domination of the 

Constitution-writing process. Morsi excludes liberals and Christians and seems to be 

moving toward Sharia law and dictatorship. Popular protest emerge in 2013 calling for 

Morsi to step down. Military issues ultimatum to Morsi which he ignores and he is 

removed in a coup. Military crackdown on the Muslim Brotherhood in summer 2013 is 

more severe than any previous crackdown.  Some liberals are horrified, some 

relieved. (General Sisi becomes president in 2014, solidifying military control of the 

government.) 

Substantial (not 

war, but bordering 

on war)

Yes

Ir
an

Government very concerned with renewal of the Green Revolution and 

keeps a tight lid on dissent. 
No change. None or Negligable No

Ir
aq

Largely unaffected directly by the Arab Spring protests--in part because 

there  had been so much recent change in Iraq--the focus remained and 

on keeping feuding sectarian groups from resuming the higher levels of 

violence that engulfed Iraq for so much of the 2000s. The Syrian Civil 

War, itself an outgrowth of the Arab Spring threatens to heighten 

sectarian tention in Iraq and between Iraq and Sunni countries in the 

region. 

No change in government from the Arab Spring: rather ineffective government. Kurds 

in the North enjoy a high level of autonomy and stability, but tensions remain. 

Violence continues, albeit at lower levels between minority Sunni and majority Shi'a. 

Shi'a are further divided between Islamist (Sadr-backers) and non-Islamist. (The Rise 

of Suuni ISIS/ISIL/IS in Syria became  a direct issue of Iraqi survival in 2014.)

None or Negligable 

(But plenty of non-

Arab Spring 

violence) 

No
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6

Jo
rd

an

Levant 

(Arab 

Levant)

6.4 54.3% $34.1 $5,200 Sunni 117 50 4.5 140 48.7 88 3

K
u

w
ai

t

Gulf 3.5 37.7% $165.9 $40,600 Sunni 114 54 4.6 87 21.7 2,450,000 58.8

Le
b

an
o

n Levant 

(Arab 

Levant)

4.3 42.7% $64.3 $13,400 

Evenly Split: 

Sunni, Shi'a,  

& Maronite 

with many 

others. 

86 127 2.5 115 30.7 0 0

Li
b

ya Maghreb 6.5 47.4%
$87.9 

billion
$18,700 Sunni 158 146 2.0 160 71 1,789,000 45.4
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Pre-Arab Spring Political System Pre-Arab Spring Ruler

Pre-Arab Spring Ruler Came to Power 

Through… When/How Rule for Family/Party Began 

Jo
rd

an Monarchy with trapping of democracy: a 

weak parliament. 
King Abdullah II Death of his father. 

Hashemite kingdom longtime rulers of Jordan, but Jordon did not 

get its independence until 1921. 

K
u

w
ai

t

Monarchy, with reforms in the direction 

of constitutional monarchy. 
Sheikh Sabah-al Ahmed al Sabah

Abdication after death (from illness) of previous 

emir (after only nine days of rule). This came 

after 2006 death of longstanding emir.

A hereditary monarchy, the House of Al-Sabah came to power in the 

1700s. Kuwait gained its independence from Britain in 1961. 

Le
b

an
o

n

Sectarian sharing of democratic 

government: The president is always 

Maronite Christian, the PM Sunni and the 

Speaker of parliament, Shi'a. This based 

on demography: 27% Sunni, 27% Shi'a 

(thus 54% Muslim) & 41% Christian (21% 

Maronite Christian, 20% various other 

Christian sects), & 5% Druze. 

A unity government had disolved 

in Jan. 2011. This continued until 

June 2011 when Sunni PM Najib 

Mikati formed a government 

dominated by (Shi'a) Hezbollah. 

Negotiations between the communal/political 

leaders. 

The power sharing began in 1943, but was also a source of the 1975-

1990 civil war. In 1989 a new agreement created the current 

arrangement of a Maronite President, Sunni PM and Shi'a Speaker. 

Li
b

ya Dictatorship, highly personalized. 
Muammar Qadhafi (multiple 

spellings)
Coup 1969, through a military coup. 
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State of Ethnic & Related Divisions Role of Military, Pre-Arab Spring Other

Jo
rd

an

Substantial Palestinian refugee population has stalled 

democratic reforms (King Abdullah does not want to non-

Palestinnian Jordanians to be outnumbered by refugees. 

Weaker military relative to its neighbors. 

King Abdullah II's father survived a Palestinian refugee uprising in 

Jordon, but the experience still resonates. Large numbers of Iraqi 

refugees have added to Jordan's strain. Jordan has a strong 

relationship with the US (including a free trade agreement) and 

good relations with the gulf states. 

K
u

w
ai

t Kuwait had given parliament more power, but Islamists were 

gaining and the royal family has weakened the parliament 

when it feels threatened by Islamists.

Firmly controlled by the  Royal family. 

There has been sporadic violence between Islamists and the 

government. The government, i.e. Royal family, is pro-Western. 

Indeed it should be, the US and allies kicked Iraq's Sadaam Hussein 

out of Kuwait in 1991 after his 1990 invasion. Since 2005, women 

can vote and stand for election in parliament. 

Le
b

an
o

n Very tense. The 2005 assassination of Lebanese (Sunni) PM 

Rafik Hariri led to the Cedar Revolution: kicking out the 

Alawite/Shi'a Syrians, but Syrian-backed Hezbollah remains 

powerful. 

The Lebanese Armed Forces are integrated among the various 

religious communities except for Shi/'a Hezbollah militia 

which may be as well armed as the Lebanese military. This 

exception was allowed b/c Hezbollah's role in fighting Israel in 

Southern Lebanon/Northern Israel. 

In addition to the 1975-1990 Civil War, Hezbollah fought the 2006 

"Summer War" with Israel. Many countries  tried to establish order 

in Lebanon during and since the civil war, or drive out one group or 

another from its powerbase: Israel, Syria, and the US. 

Li
b

ya Tribal divisions, but these were not allowed to surface under 

Qadhafi. 

Qadhafi did not want any challenges to his power coming 

from the military, so the regular Libyan army was 

"augmented" (checked really) by mercenaries from elsewhere 

in Africa and thus more open to the personalized control of 

Qadhafi. 

Highly personal and bizarre rule, no institutions outside Qadhafi's 

control. 
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Government Reaction to Arab Spring Result (as of 2013)

Violence Level 

From Arab Spring 

?

Pre-Arab 

Spring Leader 

Ousted (Due to 

Arab Spring)? 

Jo
rd

an King Abdullah II rearranaged his government, but no substantive or 

pervasive changes. 

Ire was primarily directed at the government, not King Abdullah II, despite his power 

over the prime minister. Syria's cival war led to another wave of refugees. Also, with 

ISIS operating near its border, Jordan has allowed US troops to train with Jordanian 

troops near the Syrian border.

None or 

Negligable. 
No. 

K
u

w
ai

t

Hundreds of protesters call for government reform. The government is 

more concerned with Islamists' increased power in parliament more 

than any popular call for reforms by the wider populace. Anti-corruption 

campaign is, however, designed to placate liberal reformers. 

Islamists gain in February 2012 elections. The election is essentially annulled with 

parliament dissolved (as has happened six times between 2006 and 2012). This, and 

redrawn electoral boundaries bring thousands of Islamist protesters to the streets. 

They boycott subsequent 2012 elections. (BBC country profile). 

None or Negligable No

Le
b

an
o

n The government's reaction to the Arab Spring has mattered less than 

events in Syria. Syria's (Shi'a) Assad government dominated Lebanon 

directly and indirectly for decades and was implicated in the 2005 

assassination of the Sunni Lebanese PM. 

Syrian refugees and tension over the war in Syria have led to violence in Lebanon and 

threaten to reignite the 1975-1990 Civil War.  Sunni PM Najib Mikati leves in 2013, but 

not related to the Arab Spring. 

Substantial  

(Sectarian violence 

exacerbated)

No

Li
b

ya

Peaceful protest in Benghazi was met with a crackdown. Protests 

continued. Fighting broke out. As Qadhafi's forces move toward 

Benghazi to destroy it with heavy weapons, NATO bombing evened the 

playing field. With NATO bombing and, eventually with foreign help on 

the ground from Qatar and elsewhere, Qadhafi forced into hiding. He 

was driven out of hiding by nearing troops, then captured and killed by a 

mob in October 2011. The Arab League and the UN Security Council 

authorized the NATO bombing to prevent a civilian slaughter.  

Transitional government held elections for a the 200 seat General National Congress 

(GNC) in July 2012 using a mixed-electoral formula  80 using PR voting to "political 

entities" i.e. political parties or proto-parties and 120 seats for individual candidates. 

The vote is highly divided with candidates from over 20 proto-parties winning seats. 

The Alliance of National Forces, a coalition of civil society groups gets the most 

political entity seats (39/80) and the Muslim Brotherhood-associated-Justice and 

Construction Party is the second largest political entity seat winner (17/80). Over 30 

women in the GNC, mostly b/c entity candidate lists alternate by gender. (Source: 

CRS, 2012) The legislature is unable to adequately establish security as the Sept. 2012 

attacks on the  US embassy demonstrated.  Numerous armed groups remain leery of 

one another and of the  government amid frequent violence. 

Civil War: 

Substantial Loss of 

Life. 

Yes
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Natural 
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as % of GDP 

(2011)
6

M
o

ro
cc

o

Maghreb 32.4 47.7%
$ 171 

billion
$4,700 Sunni 116 85 3.4 135 46.8 3,938 5

O
m

an

Gulf 3.3 51.5% $90.7 $23,300 Shia 143 41 4.8 124 58.4 867,000 46.9

P
al

e
st

in
e Levant 

(Arab 

Levant)

4.1 64.4% $8.0 $2,900 Sunni 93

Not in data 

base, but 

high 

corruption

Not rated, but 

corrupt. 
181

Not in data base, 

but high unrest
0 0

Q
at

ar

Gulf 1.7 33.8% $89.0 $66,900 Sunni 137 19 7.2 121 20.7 1,437,000 29

Sa
u

d
i A

ra
b

ia

Gulf 27.1 50.8% $740.5 $22,900 Sunni 160 50 4.4 157 52.5 10,520,000 50.7

9



MENA Arab Spring Data.2015.1.27.Resized.xlsx
C

o
u

n
tr

y 
  

Pre-Arab Spring Political System Pre-Arab Spring Ruler

Pre-Arab Spring Ruler Came to Power 

Through… When/How Rule for Family/Party Began 

M
o

ro
cc

o

Monarchy with trapping of democracy: a 

weak parliament. 
King Mohammed VI Death of King Hassan II

The Alaouite Dynasty dates to the mid-1600s with roots going back 

centuries earlier. 

O
m

an

Monarchy
Sultan Qabus Bin Sa'id (Also 

spelled Qaboos)
(Nearly) bloodless coup against his father. A hereditary monarchy, the Al Sa'id family has ruled since the 1700s. 

P
al

e
st

in
e Palestinian Authority - semi-autonomous 

government that at least nominally 

democratic. 

Mahmoud Abbas (Fatah in the 

West Bank)  & Ismail  Haniya 

(Hamas in Gaza Strip)

Elections (and later street fighting versus the 

two groups)

Hamas came to power through 2006 elections. Fatah has long 

dominated the PLO, being Yassir Arafat's wing of the PLO. The Oslo 

Accords in 1993 created the Palestinian Authority which gave a 

measure of self-governance to the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Q
at

ar

Monarchy (Technically, a constitutional 

monarchy: part of the legislature elected 

and part appointed by emir)

Emir is Sheikh Hamad (full name 

Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifah Al 

Thani).   

 1972 Coup brings Sheikh Khalifa to power (Full 

name is Sheikh Khalifa  bin Hamad Al Thani).

Independence from Britain in 1971. Al Thani family has been ruling 

since early 1800s. 

Sa
u

d
i A

ra
b

ia

Monarchy (There are consultative 

councils, but these are only advisory.)
King Abdullah Death of King Faud, Abdullah's half brother. 

Mid-1700s the House of Saud established; 1932 modern Saudi 

Arabia formed, governed by the House of Saud. The Saud family has 

ruled through an agreement with Wahhabis (a conservative Sunni 

sect). Modern Saudi Arabia's 1932 establishment solidified by 

intermarriage between tribes by Ibn Saud (aka King Abdul Aziz) with 

16 or 17 tribes and between 37 and 44 sons (references vary). 
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State of Ethnic & Related Divisions Role of Military, Pre-Arab Spring Other

M
o

ro
cc

o

Berber tension with Arab majority. 
Historically the military has crossed into politics, but has 

gained  in professionalism and civilian control in the 2000s.
5 

Morocco has controlled the contested Western Sahara since Spian 

relinquished control in the mid-1970s. Ethnic Sahrawis have been 

seeking independence and, led by the Polasario Front, have fought 

for it on and off ever since. Meanwhile Morocco has been 

populating the region in part to outnumber Sahrawis should there 

be a vote on its future. 

O
m

an No heir to the throne, the Sultan has given little power to 

others in or out of his family. 

Firmly in control of Sultan Qabus, as is every other institution 

in Oman. 

Ibadi Islam is followed widely in Oman. Ibadi Islam is neither Sunni 

nor Shia and comes from an early splintering within Islam. 

P
al

e
st

in
e PA only controls domestic issues, Israel curtails sovereignty a 

great deal. Hamas is more militant than Fatah and does not 

want negotiations with Israel. 

There is no official military, but both the PLO and Hamas have  

paramilitaries. There are other (smaller) paramilitaries that 

are not under their control. 

Hamas and Fatah alternate between cooperation and conflict. Also, 

there are millions of Palestinian refugees in other countries. This 

comes with high humanitarian costs and often leads to tensions 

where they are housed.  

Q
at

ar Ethnically homogeneous (other than the large ex-pat 

community. 
Royal family firmly in control of the military. 

Strangely, Qatar is home both to al-Jazeera, a  television network 

that is sharply cirtical of the US role in the Middle East, and to a US 

military base from which the US directs its air operations in the 

Middle East. 

Sa
u

d
i A

ra
b

ia

House of Saud has real legitimacy despite the lack of 

democracy. The Sunni majority and Shia minority have 

sometimes tense relations. Tensions also between Islamists 

(Osama bin Laden is from Saudi Arabia) and reformists. The 

Royal family is divided between (relative) reformists and 

traditionalists. 

Royal family firmly in control of the military. The National 

Guard is staffed with those in tribes close to the royal family 

to counterbalance the regular military. 

Al Qaeda efforts to overthrow the Saudi government ended with al 

Qaeda weakened and delegitimized. Wahhabi sect (Sunni sect) that 

has close ties to the royal family is forced to moderate due to this 

and due to Saudi citizens' role as 9/11 bombers. 
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Government Reaction to Arab Spring Result (as of 2013)

Violence Level 

From Arab Spring 

?

Pre-Arab 

Spring Leader 

Ousted (Due to 

Arab Spring)? 

M
o

ro
cc

o

Smaller protests than Tunisia or Egypt. King Mohamed proposed a new 

Constitution before protesters demanded it. 

New Constitution keeps Morocco officially Islamic, but allows the freedom of religion 

(but not to change religions), makes Berber (Amazigh) an official language, and 

requires the king to choose the PM from the party that controls parliament. The king, 

has sole power over ruling in three issue areas: religion, security and the ill-defined 

"strategic policy choices." In other words, the king remains dominant. (Ottaway & 

Muasher)

None or Negligable No

O
m

an

Protests calling for reforms were broken up by policy and the 

government has cracked down on internet communication to keep a lid 

on possible dissent. The government pledged to provide more jobs and 

benefits (BBC). 

Little has changed. The Sultan continues to dominate the country. None or Negligable No

P
al

e
st

in
e

Little direct challenge from the Arab Spring. 

With the government's change in Egypt, Hamas-Fatah relations and power have 

undergone some changes. The Egyptian military is against Hamas, so when the 

Muslim Brotherhood took over Egypt for a time, Hamas seemed ascendent. That did 

not last as the military reasserted itself in the summer of 2013. 

None or Negligable No 

Q
at

ar

No real challenge to the government internally. Qatar has, however, 

assisted the Free Syrian Army against Assad in Syria and assisted rebels 

in Libya financially and with military assistance (including on the ground 

support with Qatari troops). 

No change internally. More assertive foreign policy.  None or Negligable No

Sa
u

d
i A

ra
b

ia The Saudi government opened up its wallet to help young Saudis buy 

homes, attend college (anywhere) and etc. The Saudi military to put 

down Shia protesters in Bahrain, invited in by the Sunni rulers  in 

Bahrain. 

No real protest in Saudi Arabia to speak of. Bahraini uprising successfully put down, at 

least for the time being. Saudi Arabia also backs the Free Syrian Army against 

President Assad. 

None or Negligable No
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Oil Production, 

Barrels/Day 
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Natural 

Resource Rents 

as % of GDP 

(2011)
6

Sy
ri

a Levant 

(Arab 

Levant)

22.5 55.3% $107.6 $4,700 Sunni 152 127 2.6 173 67.3 401,000 24.7

Tu
n

is
ia

Maghreb 10.4 42.1% $104.4 $8,600 Sunni 144 59 3.8 164 49.4 83,720 7.6

U
A

E

Gulf 6.7 31.0% $271.2 $27,200 Sunni 148 28 6.8 87 24.3 2,813,000 25.6

Y
e

m
e

n

Gulf 24.3 65.4% $54.9 $2,900 Sunni 146 146 2.1 170 86.6 258,000 26.8
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Pre-Arab Spring Political System Pre-Arab Spring Ruler

Pre-Arab Spring Ruler Came to Power 

Through… When/How Rule for Family/Party Began 

Sy
ri

a Military-backed dictatorship with 

personalized rule through the Assad 

family. 

Pres. Bashar Assad Heredity, father dies 1970, coup. 

Tu
n

is
ia Personalized dictatorship with close 

connections to the military. 
Pres. Ben Ali Coup (Bloodless) Independence from France in 1950

U
A

E

Monarchy (Collection of seven related 

principalities with Abu Dhabi the most 

powerful and Dubai the next most 

powerful. There is a consultative body, 

operative since 2006, but it is only 

advisory.  

Sheikh Khalifa (who is also Emir 

of Abu Dhabi)

Death of his father, Sheikh Zayed, the UAE's 

founder. 

House of Al Nahyan has ruled over Abu Dhabi since the late 1700s. It 

has rule over the UAE since the UAE's 1971 independence. 

Y
e

m
e

n

Military dictatorship, personalized Pres. Ali Abdallah Saleh

Appointed by the military.  Saleh was on a 

military panel that ran N. Yemen after the 

previous president was assassinated.  A non-

democratic parliament then chose him as 

president.  

In 1962 the monarchy ended and the  military's dominance of the 

political system began.  The 1962 coup against the royal family (in N. 

Yeman) also started a war between royalists and republicans, 

backed by Saudi Arabia and Egypt respectively. 1990 North and 

South Yemen united. 
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State of Ethnic & Related Divisions Role of Military, Pre-Arab Spring Other

Sy
ri

a Shia minority sect, the Alawites (or Alawi) governs. Other 

groups co-opted or resent Alawite rule. 

Top military controlled by family members. Officer corps from 

varied ethnicities. 
Russia's sole Mediterranean naval base is in Syria. 

Tu
n

is
ia

Berbers. Low friction. 
Small military, professional officer corps, especially by MENA 

standards. 
Strong labor unions, established women's rights.

U
A

E

Some rivalry between the various principalities, in particular 

the flashy Dubai--a growing financial and transportation hub--

and the more conservative (and oil-rich) Abu Dhabi. 

The UAE military is primarily focused on the threat from Iran. 

It has been modernizing and defense spending has been high. 

It has been increasingly concerned with terrorism. 

Abu Dhabi, the most powerful of the seven principalities that make-

up the UAE,  bailed out Dubai in 2009. 

Y
e

m
e

n

Clan divisions in Yemen, Islamist versus secular divisions (Al 

Qaeda on the Arabian Peninsula, a.k.a. AQAP, operates in 

Yemen and is at war w/ President Saleh's government) and a 

division between Northern and Southern Yemen makes Yemen 

an exceptionally fragile state. 

Controlled by President Saleh and his relatives it is waging war 

against AQAP with US assistance. It also faces other security 

challenges in the country. 

Northern Yemen (geographically north and west) became 

independent in 1918. Southern Yemen (geographically south and 

east) got its independence from the British in 1967 and became 

communist in 1970. They united in 1990. The North-South divide 

and therefore separatism remains with the North being more 

dominant.  
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Government Reaction to Arab Spring Result (as of 2013)

Violence Level 

From Arab Spring 

?

Pre-Arab 

Spring Leader 

Ousted (Due to 

Arab Spring)? 

Sy
ri

a

Protests against police abuse are met by threats. Protests escalate as do 

reprisals. Many expect a slate of reforms from Assad, but Assad 

announces no reforms, instead he calls for more stability. Violence 

escalates into full civil war with Sunni-Shia focus to the 

opposition/government respectively. 

Civil war leads to tens of thousands killed and many more driven from their homes. 

Outside help comes to both the opposition--the Free Syria Army, miscellaneous 

Islamist opposition groups from inside and outside Syria, and Kurdish  groups--and to 

the government. Aiding various portions of the opposition include Turkey, the Gulf 

States and the West. Aiding the government include Iran, Hezbollah from Lebanon 

and weaponry sold by Russia. Summer 2013, UN announces 100,000 dead and 

massive and escalating refugee crisis.  Summer 2013: chemical weapons usage nearly 

brings US attack on government chemical weapons and other military sites. Instead 

Russia and US broker UNSC resolution to rid Syria of Chemical weapons. ISIS/ISIL 

begins to gain territory and imposes Sharia law. 

Civil War, Massive 

Loss of Life
No

Tu
n

is
ia This is where the Arab Spring began. Government roughing up 

protesters did not deter them. 

President Ben Ali eventually resigns and flees the country. 2011 elections held with 

Salafis (Sunni "fundamentalist" sect) doing well, leading to unesase between Islamists 

and secular elements of society. (2014 election brings secular victory and more stable 

secular-Islamist relations. 

None or Negligable Yes

U
A

E

No real challenge to the government. No change. None or Negligable No

Y
e

m
e

n

Protests grow against President Saleh. Peaceful protesters killed by 

security forces and protests grow substantially. Already fighting on 

several fronts from--AQAP, clans and regional resentment, many 

previous supports turn against Saleh. Troops fighting  AQAP backed off 

in order to defend the regime back in the capital, Sana. 

In 2012 the president left Yemen after a deal brokered by the Gulf Cooperation 

Council. (Abdu Rabu Manur) Hadi became the president, but Yemen remains divided 

along numerous lines: religious/ideological, regional and tribal. Former president 

Saleh's family members remained in control of a portion of the military with his son in 

control of this military faction. The opposition also controls a portion of the military. 

(Atlantic Monthly). Houthi rebels--Shi'a from the northern Yemen--have fought the 

government on and off for years, began to move on the capital in 2011. (In early 2015 

they oust President Hadi.) 

Substantial: 

prevous jihadi-

government and 

inter-tribal 

violence 

exacerbated by 

instability. 

Yes
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Sub-

Region

Pop. 2010, 

Millions2

% of Pop.  

< 252

GDP 

(2012 in B 

of $US, 

PPP)3

GDP/Cap 

(2010, PPP)2
Primarily 

Sunni or Shia?

Democ. 

Rank 

(2010, 

out of 

167)2

Least 

Corrupt Rank 

(2010, out of 

178 

countries)2

Corruption - CPI 

2011 Score (1 = 

most corrupt, 10 

= least corrupt)

Press 

Freedom 

(2010, out 

of 196)4

Unrest Index 

(2010, Higher = 

Less Stable; Max. 

Possible = 100)2

Oil Production, 

Barrels/Day 

(2010 or 2011)3

Natural 

Resource Rents 

as % of GDP 

(2011)
6

1) Lynch is Professor of Social Science at Saint Mary's University of Minnesota. 

2) “Arab League Map: Mapping the Arab World,” Nov. 24, 2011, the Economist online. Iran’s population data is from 2013, from the CIA World Factbook. The stability 

index is a weighted average of the government’s years in power, youth population, GDP/capita and rankings for democracy, corruption and press freedom. 

3) GDP data is from the CIA World Factbook. 

4) "Reporters Without Borders Press Freedom Index, 2010,” «http://en.rsf.org/spip.php?page=classment&lid_rubrique=1034». 

5) See Michael Willis, “Politics and Power in the Maghreb: Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco from Independence to the Arab Spring,” Oxford University Press, 2014. 

6) World Development Indicators, various years, World Bank Group: http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.TOTL.RT.ZS. Data for Syria is 2007, all others is 2011 

data. 

†Other Sources:  BBC Country Profiles for each of the countries listed, various dates. ● Congressional Research Service, “Libya: Transition and US Policy,” by Christopher M. 

Blanchard, October 18, 2012 «http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33142.pdf».and Congressional Research Service, “Qatar: Background and U.S. Relations, ” Blanchard, 

November 4, 2014.  ● Cordesman, Anthony H. , Sam Khazai, and Daniel Dewit, “Shaping Iraq’s Security Forces,” December 16, 2013, Center for Strategic and International 

Studies. ● Economist Intelligence Unit, county reports, various, ● Economist magazine, various ● Greenfield, Danya, “Yemen’s Democratic Revolution, One Year Later,” Nov. 

29, 2012, TheAtlantic.com «www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2912/11/vemens-revolution-one-year-later/265699»● Long, David E. et al., editors, “The 

Government and Politics of the Middle East and North Africa, 5th ed., Westview Press, 2007. ● Lutterbeck, Derek, "Arab Uprising and Armed Forces: Between Openness 

and Resistence," Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces, 2011, «www.dcafch»● Norton, Augustus Richard, “Middle East Realignment: the Arab 

Upheaval,” in Great Decisions 2012, Foreign Policy Association. ● Ottaway, Marina and Marwar Muasher,” Arab Monarchies, Change for Reform Yet Unmet,” The Carnegie 

Papers, Dec. 2011, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, «www.CarnegieEndowment.org». ●
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Violence Level 

From Arab Spring 

?

Pre-Arab 

Spring Leader 

Ousted (Due to 

Arab Spring)? 
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