
 
 

 
 

 
Student Acceptable Use Policy (AUP)

  
Spartanburg Day School (SDS) is pleased to offer computer accounts with Internet and email 
access to all students. Our goal in providing this service is to foster a readiness for a collegiate 
environment by building community, encouraging critical reflection and promoting educational 
excellence, while facilitating resource-sharing, innovation and communication. SDS offers 
computer accounts with Internet and email access to support research and to provide access to 
unique resources and the opportunity for collaborative work.

  
The smoothest operation of the SDS computer network and its access to the Internet rely 
primarily upon the proper conduct of its end users. The following guidelines for use ensure 
efficient, ethical and legal utilization of the network resources. Violating these provisions may 
result in a user losing some or all access privileges and/or a disciplinary review including 
suspension/expulsion from SDS.

  
SDS computing facilities are provided as a privilege and are to be used for school-related 
purposes only. The Honor Code extends to all choices made when using computers and the 
network. SDS takes precautions to restrict access to material that is inappropriate in a school 
setting, but occasionally students may inadvertently encounter controversial material; students 
who encounter such errors are expected to report them immediately.
  
Computer, Email & Internet Terms and Conditions
1. Privileges—The on-campus use of SDS computers, email, and the Internet is a privilege, 
not a right, and inappropriate use may result in a cancellation of those privileges. The System 
Administrators will deem what is inappropriate use and may close an account at any time. 
Other disciplinary action will be discussed with Division Heads; their decisions are final. The 
administration, faculty or staff of SDS may request the System Administrators to deny, revoke, 
or suspend specific user accounts.

  
2. Acceptable Use—All SDS network resources and workstations are to be used only 
for school-related work. Activities and sites that are not teacher-supervised or school-
related, including but not limited to the downloading of music, video and the playing of non-
academic games, are restricted. Transmission of any material in violation of any US or state 
regulation is also prohibited, including but not limited to anything copyrighted, threatening, or 
obscene.

  



3. Programs—Users may not access or copy the programs or data belonging to other 
individuals, groups, or the institution. Programs, subroutines, documentation, and data provided 
by the institution may not be taken from the facility or campus without permission. Unauthorized 
copying of copyrighted software, licensed software, or copyrighted documentation is in violation 
of this AUP and federal law.

  
4. Honor Code and the Network—Students are expected to abide by the generally accepted 
rules of network etiquette, and to act with integrity and respect for others. These expectations 
include but are not limited to the following:

a) Use polite and appropriate language.
b) Respect others’ use of the facilities.
c) Maintain the privacy of all persons’ login / contact information and data.
d) Respect shared resources, equipment or access, as well as copyrights.
e) Avoid interference or disruption of other users, services or equipment. Interference 
or disruptions include, but are not limited to, distribution of inappropriate messages, 
propagation of computer worms and viruses, or use of the network to make unauthorized 
entry to any other machine on the network.
f) Maintain the configuration of all workstations; no changes by students are permitted.
g) Since every email message sent from an SDS account carries the name of and reflects 
on the Spartanburg Day School, all communications shall promote collaboration and 
learning in an appropriate manner.  The Spartanburg Day School email system shall 
not be used for the creation or distribution of any disruptive or offensive messages, 
including but not limited to chain, joke, or virus messages or offensive comments about 
race, gender, physical appearance, disabilities, age, sexual orientation, pornography, 
religious beliefs or practice, political beliefs, or national origin. Neither shall the SDS 
email system be used to intentionally or unintentionally reveal restricted or sensitive 
information to people who do not need to know that information, either inside or 
outside Spartanburg Day School. Any student who receives any communication with this 
content from any Spartanburg Day School email user should report the matter to a school 
employee immediately. 
  

5. Service—SDS makes no warranties of any kind, whether expressed or implied, for the 
computer service it is providing. SDS will not be responsible for loss of data, non-deliveries, 
mis-deliveries or service interruptions caused by its own negligence or user errors or omissions. 
SDS specifically denies any responsibility for the accuracy or quality of information obtained 
through its services. All student data will be removed from the SDS network each summer to 
provide adequate storage space for the following school year.

  
6. Security—For user safety, it is important NEVER to give out personal login or contact 
information over the Internet such as addresses, phone numbers, passwords, etc. Security on any 
computer system is a high priority, especially when the system involves many users. Network 
accounts are to be used only by those persons for whom the account has been established; 
account users may not authorize anyone else to use their accounts. Any user identified as a 
security risk or having a history of related problems may be denied access to the use of the 
computers, email, and/or the Internet.

  



 



7. Monitoring—While it is not the policy of SDS to monitor personal data, SDS 
reserves the right to monitor any data on the SDS network. Neither shall users have 
any expectation of privacy in anything they send, store, or receive on the SDS email 
system since, while Spartanburg Day School is not obliged to monitor data or email 
messages, Spartanburg Day School may monitor data or messages at any time without prior 
notice.  All such messages will be archived for a limited period of time.
 

  
8. Vandalism—Any type of vandalism will result in the cancellation of privileges. Vandalism 
is defined as any malicious attempt to harm or destroy data of another user or any other user or 
network connected to the Internet and damage or theft to any hardware or software at SDS.

  
9. Personal Computers—Students in grades 7-12 who choose to bring their own personal 
computing device to SDS are permitted to connect to the SDS network if they agree to the 
conditions in the Personal Internet Access Addendum and agree to take full responsibility for all 
actions taken through their computer. Students in grades 5 and 6 may bring a personal computing 
device for educational use, but will not be permitted to access the internet. SDS cannot guarantee 
access to power for all computers that students bring on campus; therefore, laptops should be 
charged at home. Students will also be responsible for their own computer, and any SDS cannot 
be held responsible for any loss or damage to a personal technological device while on campus. 
All devices must also be running updated virus scanning software.
  
10. Internet Service Providers—In addition to SDS’s AUP, all users must abide by Bellsouth, 
Google, and Nuvox acceptable use policies. See www.bellsouth.com,  www.google.com,  and 
www.nuvox.com/legal/acceptableuse.htm for more information.

 



 
 

 
Student Acceptable Use Policy (AUP)

  
This document must be signed by all Middle and Upper School students and parents and is for 
information only for Lower School parents.
  
  
I understand and will abide by the above Acceptable Use Policy. Should I commit any violation, 
I understand that my access privileges may be revoked.  I further understand that any violation of 
the regulations above may subject me to disciplinary action pursuant to the SDS Honor Code, as 
well as prosecution under applicable law.  
  
 

Student Signature:
  
__________________________________________________________________
  
Student Print Name:
  
__________________________________________________________________

  
  
  
  
As the parent or guardian of this student, I have read the above Acceptable Use Policy. I 
understand that computer- and network-access is designed for educational purposes. I recognize 
that it is impossible for SDS to restrict access to all controversial materials, and I will not hold 
them responsible for material acquired on the network and/or Internet. I hereby give permission 
to issue an account for my child.
  
  

Parent or Guardian Signature / Date:
  
__________________________________________________________________
  

Revised August 2009
 


