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THE MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM

Our Vision

In partnership with parents, the SDS Middle School strives to be a place where we celebrate 
the gifts and talents of individuals; where students embrace mistakes and shortcomings as 
opportunities for growth; where each student feels a part of a supportive community of peers, 
teachers, and parents; and where we are all considered to be works-in-progress.  

In support of the SDS mission, the middle school seeks to equip and inspire students to a life 
of learning and service by: 

• providing a thorough grounding in academics, arts, and athletics coupled with 
intentional consideration of themselves and others,

• fostering each student’s intellectual curiosity, emotional strength, social consciousness, 
physical health, moral development, and global perspective,

• developing within each student the self-awareness, empathy, discipline, and 
independence demanded by future academic and personal challenges, and 

• providing developmentally appropriate and relevant school experiences to maximize 
each student’s growth.

Core Competencies

More specifically, the SDS Middle School seeks to develop the whole child and equip each 
student with the skills to adapt to the needs of their ever-changing world:

Developing the character of each child by promoting:
A commitment to integrity...

choosing what’s right regardless of the consequences
A healthy self-image...

appreciating strengths and acknowledging weaknesses
A heart for others...

developing the habit of considering the needs of others
An ethic of service...

establishing a call to action and a compulsion to respond
A strong sense of personal responsibility...

making good choices and accepting consequences
A commitment to excellence...

rejecting “good enough” when it can be made better
The strength to persevere...

having the resilience to overcome setbacks and obstacles
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Establishing the knowledge base of each child by providing:
An appropriately challenging and rigorous academic program
A focus on understanding and applying what has been learned
Engaging and inspiring learning environments 
Authentic, relevant, multicultural, and interdisciplinary curricular experiences

Building essential skills by enhancing each child’s:
Critical Thinking...

Analyzing complex ideas and recognizing the essence
Questioning meaningfully and researching answers efficiently
Synthesizing ideas and organizing them into a coherent whole
Constructing defensible arguments, drawing reasonable 

conclusions, and making appropriate inferences

Creativity...
Developing new ideas with merit
Designing and implementing innovative solutions
Solving problems in a variety of domains

Communication Skills...
Writing, speaking, listening
Engaging formal and informal styles
Using high-tech and low-tech tools
Telling the story and communicating the facts
Collaboration
Leadership

Essential Commitments

Having described the vision for our middle school students and the core competencies we 
seek to develop, it is imperative that each member of the SDS community recognize his or 
her responsibility to work towards these goals.  We make and ask for the following 
commitments from each member or our middle school community.  

As an SDS middle school student, I will endeavor to:
Ø be intellectually curious 
Ø take risks and understand that mistakes are part of learning
Ø actively and productively participate in multiple communities 
Ø develop empathy for others and act accordingly
Ø maintain integrity in all interactions
Ø understand multiple perspectives and diverse experiences and embrace them as 

opportunities to learn
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As an SDS middle school teacher, I seek to:
Ø create (initiate) a safe and nurturing environment that engages and challenges 

students in developmentally appropriate ways
Ø build a strong sense of community that allows students to meet their higher order 

needs and lays a foundation for peak academic learning
Ø provide authentic and relevant curricular experiences which support our vision
Ø remain an accessible resource for students (and parents) as we encourage 

independent inquiry and decision-making
Ø model intellectual curiosity by engaging in on-going professional inquiry

As an SDS middle school parent, I seek to continually:
Ø partner with teachers, the school, and other parents to respond to the varying 

needs of each child and ultimately, to accomplish our vision.
Ø recognize the value of hard work, the importance of accountability, and the unique  

learning opportunities presented by mistakes
Ø understand the changing nature of the parental role through the middle school 

years
Ø emphasize process over production

As the Head of the Middle School, I seek to:
Ø Ensure students have opportunities to realize this vision for themselves
Ø Garner the resources necessary to attain this vision
Ø Strive to keep the middle school on purpose
Ø Continually seek ways to support the efforts of students and teachers (including 

reducing or removing obstacles, 
Ø Foster open, honest, direct communication

Our Faculty Makes the Difference

Our middle school teachers recognize the challenge before them when students walk into 
their classrooms.  Middle schoolers are at a time of tremendous transition.  They enter the 
middle school as elementary school students and they exit as high schoolers.  Throughout 
their time in the middle school, students are continually faced with emotional, physical, 
social, and academic challenges as they seek to understand who they are and how they fit 
into the world.  It is frequently difficult to know what outward behaviors are caused by which 
challenges.  In order to attain the goals we have laid out for our students, teachers must 
continually seek to navigate a series of delicate balances: between dealing with symptoms 
and addressing the underlying problem; between setting high expectations and making sure 
they are achievable; between providing support and promoting independence; between 
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enjoying the unpredictability of the age group and encouraging greater degrees of focus and 
maturity; between loving with compassion and mercy and loving with discipline and 
accountability; between providing concrete learning experiences and developing abstract 
thinking.  Our middle school faculty has the rare blend of high levels of academic expertise, 
deep care and concern for each child, keen understandings of middle school kids, and a 
heartfelt commitment to making the school the best it can be.  It is this blend of talents that 
makes the difference at SDS.

Structures and Programs

Each facet of the Day School’s Middle School academic program contributes to our goal to 
provide students with a highly-integrated, experientially-based, internationally-focused 
curriculum as we seek to fulfill our mission of developing mind, body, and spirit.  Academic 
growth for students will be maximized when a safe and healthy social environment is created 
and maintained and students have experiences in and out of the classroom that support our 
mission.  Several aspects of our middle school program highlight these efforts.

Typical Courses for Middle Schoolers

5th Grade 6th Grade
Math Math
English (double block) English (double block)
Science: Human and Ecological Systems Science: Earth and Life Science 
Social Studies: Ancient Civilizations Social Studies: American History, Part I
Physical Education Physical Education
Spanish or Chinese (half block) Spanish or Chinese (half block)
Art (half block) Art (half block)
Introduction to Music Theory, Recorders 
(Two periods a week)

Dance/Music History (one period per week)

Band (optional, two periods a week)

7th Grade 8th Grade
Math: Prealgebra or Algebra I Math: Prealgebra 8, Algebra I or Geometry
English English
Science: Life and Environmental Science Science: Introduction to Physical Science
Social Studies: American History, Part II Social Studies: World Studies
Latin I, Part I Latin I, Part II

Spanish or Chinese (half block)
Modern World Language: 
Spanish or French

Art (half block) Robotics (half block, semester)
Band (optional, half block) Art or Band (half block)
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Please note: Each grade level completes health education units during their science, PE, or one of their 
co-curricular classes.
Please note: Each grade level completes health education units during their science, PE, or one of their 
co-curricular classes.

Developmental Designs for Middle School Program 
Students cannot be expected to meet the high expectations of our academic work without 
finding themselves in a positive and supportive environment, understanding expectations 
specifically, and being equipped to meet the expectations.  We cannot expect students to 
become academic risk-takers without working to promote a community that values the 
contributions of each individual-- respectfully listening and responding.  We cannot hope 
to develop students who are responsibly independent without modeling what that looks 
like and giving students opportunities to demonstrate their responsibility and develop 
their independence.  The Developmental Designs for Middle School (DDMS) program 
offers the structures and approaches that support the development of the habits and values 
that the Day School has always held in high regard.  The following excerpt from the 
DDMS literature provides a picture of the principles of the program and how it is 
integrated into the middle school.

Based on developmental science, Developmental Designs addresses four essential 
needs:

The Need for Relationship: I want to connect with others.
The Need for Autonomy: I want to be independent.
The Need for Competence: I want to do well in school, and to feel like a 

worthwhile, significant person.
The Need to Have Fun: I want to have a good time!

Developmental Designs for Middle School offers a set of strategies designed to 
keep young people safe, connected, responsible, and engaged in learning. These 
strategies fall into three basic areas—Relationship, Social Skills, and 
Engagement. When educators integrate these areas, learning is optimized.

Relationship
Developmental Designs makes respectful, caring relationships a high priority. 
Every day begins with an advisory period in which students circle up to greet each 
other, share what’s happening in their lives, and do activities together that 
purposefully teach social and academic skills. This morning meeting (we call it 
the Circle of Power and Respect) helps students make the transition from home to 
school and establishes a clear path into the learning day. During the day, teachers 
continue to build relationships through their language and through face-to-face 
meetings, team work, and reflection.
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Social Skills
Transitions between classes are taught and practiced, as are all the routines of the 
school day. Nothing is taken for granted; everything is modeled and rehearsed. 
The goal is the development of self-control through proactive strategies that put 
the emphasis on the prevention of rule-breaking. If students know better, they will 
do better. As middle school students try out their new freedoms, mistakes are 
expected. Each mistake is dealt with in a respectful way that teaches rather than 
punishes. The purpose is to clarify the expectations, provide a chance to restore 
order, safety, and relationship, build new habits, and maintain the dignity of the 
rule-breaker.

Engaged Learning
Developmental Designs is based on the belief that all children with appropriate 
support can do high-quality work. Students who succeed in school academically 
are engaged in their learning.  Academic lessons that engage students most readily 
are ones which are designed to meet the students’ need for relationship, autonomy, 
competence, and fun.  Structures such as choice within assignments, opportunities 
for peer interaction, careful modeling, developmentally appropriate assignments, 
and academic games should be meaningfully integrated into a rigorous academic 
curriculum to meet these needs.  

-Adapted from WWW.ORIGINSONLINE.ORG
Developed relationships are among the most important components of the middle school 
experience— among students as well as between students and teachers. The following 
quote from Linda Crawford and Scott Tyink captures our thinking:

“When the doors open in September, if there aren’t any structures to support 
healthy, inclusive communication and relationship-building, they won’t happen.  
Community and trust don’t occur just because we all came to the same school and 
everyone is following the same schedule.  They are built deliberately, piece by 
piece, out of every encounter between one person and another.”
 Guidelines for Developmental Designs for Middle School 1

For these reasons, we provide a variety of venues, activities, and structures throughout the 
year in which students and teachers can get to know each other and build community. That 
community serves as a foundation for much of what we do.

Advisory
One of the primary means used to develop supportive and positive relationships among 
students and between students and their teachers takes the form of advisory.  Each 
student, each year is assigned to a teacher who serves as the advisor for that student. 
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Most school days begin with students meeting in advisory.  Using the principles and 
structures of DDMS, this essential time is designed with multiple purposes in mind:

• to facilitate the transition from home to school, 
• to provide non academic experiences that support healthy inclusive communication 

and relationship building,
• to provide an organizational framework for the day...news, events, announcements 

for the week,
• to afford adults a time to model and orchestrate student interactions.

The role of the advisor is multi-faceted: mentor, guide, advocate, encourager.  The 
advisory, consisting of 10 to 14 students, serves as a connecting point for each student as 
bonds are developed, a sense of community is instilled, and a compulsion to encourage is 
ingrained.  As students seek to gain the increasing degrees of independence for which we 
hope, the advisor serves as a partner with parents as they navigate these difficult years—
providing perspective, insight, and information.  

Through the building of community and the development of skills to navigate social 
interactions and manage oneself, advisory lays a foundation for much of what we do 
throughout the day by establishing expectations and habits that will serve to maximize 
students’ opportunities to learn.

Grade Level Trips
Each year, each grade level takes a two or three night trip.  These trips afford our students 
the opportunity to develop stronger relationships with one another, greater understandings 
of themselves and their environment, and more pertinent connections between what they 
learn in the classroom and the real world.  These trips serve as centerpieces to the 
curriculum for each of the participating grade levels during a significant portion of the 
year as students engage in related art projects, study the cultures of the region, read 
literature with similar themes or settings, or focus their science explorations in these 
settings.  

The fifth graders attend the Barrier Island Environmental Program on Seabrook Island.  
This marine science experience takes place among over 200 acres of undeveloped 
maritime forest and salt marsh with a mile of beachfront.  This trip serves as a perfect 
extension of the fifth grade science coastal ecology unit.

The sixth graders travel to the Jamestown, Williamsburg, Yorktown and Monticello.  This 
trip is designed to help students understand the life in the colonies leading up to the 
Revolutionary War—a major unit during the first semester of their history course.  This 
trip includes interactive experiences with colonial medicine, crafts, government, 
economics, and the revolutionary war.  We even take a tour of the hauntings of the area.  
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The seventh graders travel to Washington, DC to tour many of the national monuments, 
memorials, and artifacts that mark this country’s history.  This trip serves as a connecting 
point for virtually every aspect of our 7th grade curricula: history, English, science, math, 
and art.  Special efforts are made to ensure a rich experience with the diversity of culture, 
language, and dress as well.

The eighth graders also travel to Washington, DC for the 2011-12 school year but will do 
so during the US Special Studies Week in late February.  Having completed a two-year 
study of American History in sixth and seventh grades, this trip serves as a capstone 
experience for these students.  In addition, this tour provides students with a comparative 
basis for their examination of non-western cultures during the eighth grade year.  
Through this experience and others, it is our hope that students would begin to 
understand concepts of justice, equity, service and duty and be inspired to become actors 
in their community.

Humanitas
The middle school community and service program is called Humanitas-- from the 
Latin representing humanity, philanthropy, refinement, character, education, kindness. 
It is designed to promote awareness, understanding, and action.  Whether service is to 
classmates, school, community, nation, or the world, we must recognize problems, 
imagine solutions, and feel compelled to act.  In this light, service projects become 
opportunities to learn and support our mission of promoting a life of learning and 
service.  Through projects, students can develop their planning, organization, problem-
solving and many other types of skills.  Through the experience of working with people 
facing all kinds of struggles, students can develop appreciations for the common human 
experience among diverse individuals and in the process gain greater understandings of 
who they are.   Through carefully chosen activities and foci, students are afforded a 
context for extending and enhancing the academic work of their classes.  Our aim is to 
guide students through projects that help them realize all of these benefits.

Through these central elements-- awareness. involvement, and reflection--
Humanitas aims to develop:

•  Sensitivity to the needs of the community and society in general
• Awareness of the role of the individual within a community
• A willingness and the skills to respond to the needs of others
• An altruistic attitude which enriches the life of the student through enhanced insight 

into different social patterns and ways of life

Requirements
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Each student in the Middle School is required to participate in and reflect on 12-24 
hours of community service per year with a deadline of May 1, 2012 depending on the 
grade level of the student.  

5th Grade: 12 hours
6th Grade: 16 hours
7th Grade: 20 hours
8th Grade: 24 hours

Timing
Four half-days have been set aside in the school calendar to allow for educational and 
outreach opportunities.  These service days are required for all students in grade level 
groups and with the completion of the proper reflection process, allow students to earn 
12 hours of service on these afternoons.  Additional hours may be earned in the summer 
before the school year in which those areas are to be credited as well as during the 
school year prior to the deadline each May.  Please note that younger middle school 
students have fewer hours outside of school to complete.

Opportunities  
During the early part of the 2011-2012 school year, students will be presented a variety 
of projects in which they can choose to participate during our four service days.  Those 
projects will range in scope and afford students at multiple grade levels the opportunity 
to work together towards a common purpose.   Ideas for additional service 
opportunities, both on- and off-campus, will be posted on the Humanitas Board on the 
Middle School Hall after being approved by an Advisor. 

Reflection
Within a month of completing any service experience, students will complete a 
Humanitas reflection sheet in order to have those hours count.  An adult signature is 
required to confirm the time spent on the service. (Signatures may be stapled to the 
sheet.) Forms will be kept in Advisors’ classrooms or offices.  If the student receives 
payment of any kind for the service, it may not count towards Humanitas hours. 
However, service hours completed other organizations (Scouts, church, etc.) may count 
towards a student’s service hours. Summer service hours may count toward 
the following school year’s total when documented properly. A student who wishes to 
have hours count from any single activity totaling 10 hours or more must share the 
experience during Advisory or grade-level time, also within a month of the service. 
Various presentation formats are acceptable. Advisors have authority to determine 
quality of service and reflection and to ask for more or better information.  Reflection 
forms can be found on the GL Webpages or may be obtained from your child’s advisor.

11
 



The Spartanburg Day School Student Insurance Policy covers students while 
participating in off-campus service activities associated with the four half-days. Consult 
the student insurance policy for more information. Please contact your Advisor with 
any other questions regarding the Humanitas program.

Middle School Government
Middle School Government’s (MSG) function is to organize a range of student activities 
(e.g. social events, fundraisers, community service projects), to communicate student 
perspectives to the community at large, and to provide hands-on leadership opportunities 
and experiences for middle school students.  

In addition to the four officers who are elected in a division-wide vote in May of the prior 
school year, MSG is composed of a representative from each advisory in grades 5 and 6, 
and two to four at-large representatives in each of the grades 7 and 8 who are elected at 
the beginning of the school year.  The officers and representatives meet regularly with 
their faculty representatives to organize their work.  Representatives have the 
responsibility of communicating pertinent MSG information to their respective grade 
levels, actively participating in the planning and execution of MSG projects and events, 
and effectively demonstrating the values inherent in the honor code through word and 
deed.

An installation ceremony is held during the first few weeks of school to honor the elected 
officers and representatives.

Clubs
Given the extensive curriculum and its inherent demands, the participation of students in 
sports and music, and the extensive involvement in outside of school activities, there are 
limited opportunities for traditional clubs in the middle school.  A math club and a chess 
club have been offered each of the past few years.  Other opportunities such as debate, 
mock trial, and robotics have also been offered dictated by student interest and 
availability. 
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EXPECTATIONS OF MS STUDENTS

The SDS Honor Code

As a member of the Spartanburg Day School community, I agree that I must demonstrate 
respect both for myself and for every other member of the community.  An important aspect 
of demonstrating respect is that I will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor will I tolerate those who do.

When a student is suspected of violating the honor code, every effort is made to fully 
understand the circumstances, provide ample opportunity for a student to reflect on and 
acknowledge his or her mistake, and orchestrate the consequences to promote growth. 

Social Contract

As a part of a community built on such an honor code, middle school students in all grades 
will participate in the building of the social contract for the year.  This contract will be built 
through consensus at each grade level and finalized by the MS Government representatives.  
This contract will guide much of our interactions with students related to their behavior, 
performance, and treatment of others.

Students will demonstrate their commitment to this contract by signing it and should 
regularly reflect on ways to demonstrate that commitment.  The MS Social Contract will 
remain posted on the hall throughout the year to remind us of characteristics of community 
towards which we strive.  

Expectations

The following list provides students with some specific descriptions of how they might 
live up to the social contract but is by no means exhaustive.

• Be honest even when it is uncomfortable for you.
• Make eye contact when speaking with students and adults. 
• Be courteous looking for opportunities to greet friends, adults, and strangers on 

the hall, open doors for others, and help those who may be carrying an extra load.
• Develop the habit of introducing yourself to individuals who may not know you.
• Dress neatly and appropriately for school and all of its activities avoiding clothes 

that are revealing, ragged, unsafe, or disruptive.  Practice good hygiene.
• Be punctual and reliable.
• Take the time to get to know others before making judgments.
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• Avoid saying something about another person that you would not say directly to 
that person.

• Be an encourager of others.
• Apologize when you realize you hurt someone and you regret doing so.
• Take good care of all with which you have been blessed by keeping our school 

clean, caring for yourself and your belongings, and making the most of the 
opportunities you have to learn and to serve.

• Respond positively to correction and constructive criticism.
• Enhance the learning of others by contributing actively to class discussions, 

appreciating your gifts and the gifts of others, and by working hard to be the best 
you can be.

Consequences and Encouragements

The middle school faculty and staff will promote the development of the character and 
independent decision making of the students through a variety of means.

Holding students accountable.  Even though it is painful at times, we strive to 
consistently hold students to these high standards. Sweat the small stuff.  Helping 
students understand what is acceptable and what is not always begins with verbal 
correction and encouragement.  We recognize that middle school students do not 
always understand how they should respond to or conduct themselves in particular 
situations, and we work with them to develop these understandings AND the ability to 
monitor themselves.  Using noticing language and various forms of redirection serve 
as effective interventions most of the time.  If a student continues to make poor or 
disruptive choices, they will lose privileges or suffer some kind of logical 
consequence to the poor choice.  Our goal is to develop responsible independence in 
each student and equip them to monitor themselves accordingly.    

Providing opportunities to participate in supportive groups.  Advisory and the 
activities of it play an important role in the development of student commitment to 
our social contract, of their ability to monitor themselves, and their skill in taking care 
of one another.  

Developing our total program to focus student attention on these character 
traits.  Students will experience works from a variety of historical, cultural, and 
literary perspectives in their coursework.  They will encounter individuals from a 
variety of backgrounds in their community service projects and other experiences.  
Each of these experiences will offer students the opportunity to recognize and 
appreciate the commonalities among individuals that appear different and differences 
among individuals that appear the same.  
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Specific Guidelines, Procedures, and Expectations

The School Day:
Before School: 
Students may be dropped off at the curb in front of the 300 and 400 wings each morning 
after 7:30am.  Students in Jazz Band should arrive early enough to unpack their bookbags 
prior to heading to the Dent Center.  Student should store instruments and gym bags in 
their lockers on the hall, in their locker in the gym, or in the locker in the Dent building.

After unpacking their bookbags and preparing for the day, 5th graders should proceed to 
the room designated as the gathering place for that morning.  It will be one of the 
advisors’ rooms.  Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth graders should proceed to the Dining 
Commons or Gym after unpacking their bookbags and preparing for the day.  Students 
should not congregate in the hallways before school.  Breakfast items will be available in 
the Dining Commons before school.

Attendance will be taken during advisory each morning.  If your child arrives at school 
after 8:00am, he or she should sign-in on the sheet in the MS office-- Late drop-offs 
should occur at the end of the sidewalk beside Dent go allow students to go to the 
MS Office before heading to class.  Students tardies will be monitored.  Excessive 
tardiness will result in recess detention.  

The School Day:
The school day will begin promptly at 8:00 with students in advisory.  This is an 
important time designed to prepare students for learning, to establish and promote a 
learning community among students and faculty, to provide important information 
regarding schedules and school events, to celebrate student or team accomplishments, 
and to develop a comfortable bond between the student and his or her advisor.  Please 
work to have your child here in time to unpack his or her bookbag before 8:00am.

Signing Out: Before leaving school due to an appointment, illness, etc. a student’s parent 
must sign out their child in the MS office.  This may be done by having the student 
present a note to Ms. Black, or by speaking with Ms. Black in person or by phone.  Please 
try to inform all the classroom teachers that a student is leaving (in advance if possible) 
and have the child get their assignments.  Remember, classroom teachers will not be able 
to respond to messages ON THE DAY the student is to miss.  Please alert them in 
advance.

After School:
Classes end at 3:00 each day.  Middle School students have four options:

• Proceed to the carpool lane in front of the 300 wing and be picked up by a 
parent or guardian.  They will not be ready for pickup until 3:05pm.

15
 



• Proceed to the locker room to change for athletic games or practices that 
begin at 3:20.

• Work with a teacher in his or her room.
• Attend middle school study hall.  There is a fifth and sixth grade study hall 

and a seventh and eighth grade study hall.
• No study hall is offered on Fridays or on the last day before a school 

holiday.

Picking up after 3:20: If students are not picked up by 3:20, they must attend study hall or 
work with a teacher in his or her room.  Please come into the building to pick up your 
child after 3:20.  At 4:00pm, 7th and 8th graders will move to the library while 5th and 6th 
graders will go to the Aftercare program.

The Dress Code:
Concern for personal appearance is an indication of self-respect and of courtesy toward 
others.  All dress should be evidence of appropriateness, modesty, and good taste. We ask 
that parents take responsibility to make sure that their children adhere to the dress code 
guidelines of SDS. The following guidelines are provided but should not be viewed as an 
exhaustive list.  The determination of appropriateness and neatness rests with the 
Division Head.

Clothing
• Clothing should be clean, in a good state of repair, and fit properly – no frayed 

ends, no holes in clothes, etc.
• Students should avoid clothing that is excessively baggy or excessively tight. 
• Undergarments should not be visible. 
• Shirts should not display any writing other than small logos.  Offensive 

messages and advertisements for alcohol and tobacco will not be permitted.  
No T-shirts.

• Jeans are permitted, but athletic (shorts, sweatpants or jerseys) attire and 
fatigues are not.

• Shoes should provide an appropriate level of comfort, support, and protection 
for the varied activities of the school day.  Flip-flops, crocs, and similarly 
casual shoes are not permitted.  Activities may be limited without proper 
footwear.

• Pullovers and sweatshirts over legal shirts are permitted.  Show your school 
pride by wearing Day School sweatshirts!

Headgear
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• Hats and hoods should be removed inside the building except on special 
occasions approved by the division head. 

• Scarfs and other head adornments should not cover the head, but exceptions 
are made for religious purposes.

• Hair should be neat and clean. Extreme styles such as Mohawks and unnatural 
color are not permitted.  Hair should be styled so that eyes are visible.

Boys
• Shirts should have a collar and sleeves. Turtlenecks and mock-turtlenecks are 

allowed.  
• Shirts should not display any writing other than small logos.
• Shirts should be tucked-in.

Girls
• Collared or collarless blouses/shirts must cover the shoulders and back. The 

tops may not reveal midriff, be low cut or excessively tight. 
• Skirts, dresses and shorts should extend below the tips of the fingers when 

arms are relaxed at your sides.
• Leggings may be worn under skirts and dresses that are the appropriate length.

Off-campus field trips
• Boys should wear trousers (khaki-like), collared shirts (tucked), a belt, and 

shoes that cover their feet. 
• Girls should wear correspondingly dressy attire.  
• Exceptions depend on the activity of the field trip.

With this dress code, there are some parameters that are difficult to define precisely (e.g. 
flip-flops and what is considered a T-shirt for girls).  The only path to consistency, short 
of a uniform, is for the Division Head to be the ultimate judge of whether an item of 
clothing meets the standards of the dress code. The first few weeks of school will be 
considered a learning process for the areas of the dress code that are less clearly defined.  
Please be patient and understanding when the Division Head’s definition is different than 
your own.

In light of the need to keep parents informed and a supportive part of the process and 
especially during the first few weeks of school, some violations of the dress code will 
only result in a note home to help students and parents understand the parameters.  
However, as soon as we believe students and parents understand the expectations, 
we will ask students to resolve any dress code violation before attending class.  In 
some cases, that may mean the student will be required to change clothes. To avoid 
missing class time unnecessarily, a student might wish to keep an extra change of clothes 
in his or her locker.
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Repeated violations to the dress code by the same student will result in one or more of the 
following: Friday morning detention, further tightening of the code for that student for a 
period of time, a conference with parents to develop a plan for fixing the problem. 

Electronics:
Student owned computers, book readers, and tablets are allowed to be used at school 
and in class as the teacher deems appropriate.   If the device becomes a distraction to the 
student or his or her classmates, the privilege of using the device will be rescinded.  
Students owned computing devices and Internet access for those devices while on 
campus is limited by the following set of guidelines:

1. Students in grades 5-12 may bring laptops or hand-held devices from home for 
the purpose of educational usage at school.  Any brand, make, or model is 
permitted.

2. To ensure the security of the Spartanburg Day School network, only Apple 
(Macintosh) devices (laptops, iPads, iPhones, or iPod Touch) will be allowed 
access to the Internet through the school network.  This means that other brands 
can be used for word processing or other non-web-based applications, but will not 
have Internet access on campus. 

3. Only students in grades 7-12 will be given access to the Internet on their own 
devices.  Students in grades 5 and 6 may bring their own device but will not have 
access to the Internet.  

4. Instructional support from teachers will be provided in Macintosh format.  
Teachers are not responsible for teaching students how to operate individual 
devices and/or working with file types not used at school.

5. Technical support for personal devices (troubleshooting and/or repairs) beyond 
connectivity to the Internet will not be provided by the school.

6. Students are responsible for their own devices.  Any loss of or damage to student 
property is the responsibly of the student, not the school.

7. Access to the Internet will be provided by the technology director.  The 
technology director will verify the student device and give Internet access within 
a reasonable time frame.  In order to gain access a current signed copy of this 
document, the Acceptable Use Policy (AUP), and the Honor Code must be on file.

8. All devices and accessories must be clearly labeled with the student’s first and last 
name.

9. Please note that there will be limited access to charging stations.  Students are 
responsible for ensuring that personal devices are adequately charged.

10. The school reserves the right to revoke these privileges to any student who does 
not comply with the guidelines set forth in the AUP.  Additionally, the school 
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reserves the right to discontinue student access to the Internet at any time due to 
concerns about the use of  bandwidth.

Please note that Spartanburg Day School will continue to provide needed technology 
devices with Internet access for on-campus use for those who do not wish to bring 
their own devices to school.

Electronic equipment dedicated to games or music (CD players, electronic games, 
iPODs) are not to be used at school without specific permission. 

Cell phones may be brought to school, but cannot be used during the school day without 
permission of a teacher.   Cell phones should be off and stored in the student’s locker.  
Failure to abide by these guidelines will result in the loss of the privilege of having the 
device (for a period of time determined by the Division Head).  The typical progression 
of consequences is 1) confiscation for the day for first offense followed by a longer 
period of time depending on the nature and context of the offense.  During extended 
periods of loss of privilege, students may still bring phones (or other device) to school, 
but must turn it in to Mr. Perkinson at beginning of the day and pick it up after school.  
The school is not responsible if these items are lost or stolen.  

Texting during class is considered a serious offense.  If the texting occurs during the 
taking of a test or quiz, it could easily be construed as a violation of the honor code.  
Social texting during the school day is not acceptable either.  Parents should feel free to 
text details of schedules and other information, but please do not expect your child to 
respond during the school day.  

Hallways and Breezeways:
The hallway is to remain neat and clear. Bookbags go in the lockers. Band instruments 
are to be taken to the band storage room if they can not fit in the assigned locker.  Athletic 
bags that cannot fit in the lockers should be taken to the gym and locked in a locker.  See 
your coach if you need a locker assigned in the gym.  Students will have to supply a lock 
for the locker and are encouraged to keep locker locked when not in use.

There is to be no running in the halls or covered walkways. Students need to walk on the 
right side of both. Fifth and sixth grade students are only allowed on the 400 wing with 
special permission or to see Mr. Perkinson or Ms. Black.  Please stay off the grass when 
walking from building to building.

If you see trash on the floor or ground, pick it up and put it in the recycling bin or trash 
can.  It is the responsibility of each of us to keep our school looking clean.
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Textbooks and School Supplies:
Seventh and eighth grade students purchase all textbooks and school supplies.  Sixth 
graders purchase history books as they will be used for sixth and seventh grade history.  
Supplies for grades 5th - 7th should be purchased through the school.  Lists for 8th grades 
supplies are posted on the webpage during the summer.  8th graders taking upper school 
classes will receive instructions about supplies unless otherwise provided in advance.

If a student loses a purchased book during the year, replacement copies can be ordered 
through the Wofford Bookstore. Students are responsible for doing this.  If a student loses 
or damages an issued book during the school year, the teacher makes arrangements to 
have the book replaced and informs the business office to charge the student’s account.

Lockers:
Lockers are to be kept neat at all times. Locker inspections will occur throughout the 
year. No open drink containers or cups are to be left in lockers at anytime-- including 
covered drinks from fast food restaurants. No eating on the hall except during indoor 
recess.  Students should refrain from writing on lockers and placing stickers (inside or 
outside) of lockers.  Pictures and posters within the locker should be consistent with the 
values of the school and conducive for learning.

Transitions and Class Times:
Students are expected to use the times between classes to use the bathroom, wash hands, 
get water, and gather their materials for the next class.  While teachers understand the 
occasional need to leave the classroom during class or extenuating circumstances that 
might cause a student to be late, routine interruptions to classes for these purposes will 
not be tolerated.

Lunchroom:
Eighth graders may eat outside on nice days as long as a duty teacher accompanies them.  
All other students will eat with their grade level inside the Dining Commons unless they 
have permission to do otherwise.  All students must ask for permission from one of the 
duty teachers to leave lunch to return to their locker, stay in a classroom, etc. They may 
not leave the cafeteria without permission.   Students are to use good manners. They are 
not to throw food, ice, etc, and they are to pick up after themselves.

Each day, a group of students will be assigned to wipe the tables after lunch.  Please 
approach this work with the utmost care.

Recess:
Students are to follow all the rules set down by the teachers on duty.  In general, students 
should not engage in games or activities that would easily lead to injury to individuals or 
harm to property.  If at anytime a teacher is concerned about safety, he or she will bring 
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an end to the activity.  Students will not be allowed to participate in active play, such as 
running, without proper, supportive footwear.

Fifth and sixth graders will use the field next to the 400 wing or the playground.  Students 
should wait for the duty teacher until proceeding to recess.  Fifth and sixth graders who 
want a snack during recess should bring one from home as they will not be allowed to go 
to the Dining Commons.

Seventh and eighth graders may get a snack from the Dining Commons during recess and 
may play games on the performance field provided a class is not using it.

All students should be out at the fields (or in the Dining Commons-- 7th and 8th only) 
during recess unless given permission to do otherwise by the duty teacher.  Students may 
be on the hall ONLY if they are working with a teacher.

In the case of inclement weather, recess location will be determined by the duty teachers.

Telephones:
Students may not use the phone in the lobby or a teacher’s phone without permission of a 
teacher.  

Back-to-School Night
Back-to-School Night is held shortly after the beginning of the year (Thursday, August 25 
at 6:30 for parents of students in grades 5-8) and is designed to give parents an 
opportunity to meet their child’s teachers and receive information about each course and 
what their child can expect.  Parents assemble in the Dent Gallery and then follow an 
abbreviated schedule of classes as they spend approximately 10 minutes in each class.  

Conferences:
Middle school advisors hold two conferences with parents each year. The conferences 
occur in the fall and spring (November and January). Advisors are responsible for 
scheduling appointments on those days.  Most do so by posting sign-up lists on their 
classroom or office doors.  Other conferences will occur as needed.

Who to contact for what…

MS Staff Assistant, Deborah Black, ext. 2416
Deborah is a tremendous resource for a variety of information related to the middle 
school.  Please contact her regarding any issues regarding your child’s attendance, 
tardiness, or off-campus appointments.  
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• If your child is sick or you know your child is going to be late to school for some 
reason, please call Deborah and let her know.  For late arrivals, please instruct your 
child to go to the office to sign in.  

• If your child needs to leave school early, he or she must sign-out at the office and 
present a note to Ms. Black.  Your child is responsible for any missed work and 
should consult with his or her teacher to make arrangements.  The grade-level 
websites should be a tremendous help for them, but STUDENTS SHOULD SPEAK 
DIRECTLY WITH THEIR TEACHERS WHENEVER POSSIBLE.

Your Child’s Advisor
Your child’s advisor is an important vehicle for the school to communicate information, 
concerns, or successes to the parents as well as for the parents to communicate to the 
school.  The advisor is charged with monitoring the whole child, looking for patterns in 
behavior and performance that emerge in multiple places.  Conferences are scheduled 
once per semester with the Advisor, but you should feel free to contact him or her as the 
need arises.

Your Child’s Teachers
As we move students towards responsible independence, it is imperative that teachers and 
parents maintain active communication about the student’s effort, behavior and 
performance.  This communication should not replace the communication between 
students and teachers, which should be encouraged at every turn.  Additionally, parents 
are encouraged to deal directly with their child’s teachers whenever concerns arise, while 
keeping the Advisor in the communication loop.

MS Head, David Perkinson, ext. 2413
You should always feel free to call, email, or stop by to discuss any concerns you 
have; however, it is important that those concerns are addressed directly with teachers 
and advisors as well.  Frequently, miscommunication forms the root of frustration and 
taking the step to communicate directly with teachers can clear up those 
misunderstandings.  Please do not assume that the school is aware of a difficulty your 
child is having—it is far better to keep the lines of communication open.

Class Parents:
Grade parent volunteers serve an important function in the life of the middle school.  
They support the efforts of the teachers and advisors by organizing and supporting a 
variety of activities such as arranging parent drivers for off-campus events, planning and 
providing refreshments for social events, and facilitating communication between the 
parents and the school.

Guidelines and Responsibilities:
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1. GL Parents will meet regularly with the Division Head for a variety of purposes 
including organizing efforts to support MS functions, communicating 
commendations and recommendations about the functioning of the middle school, 
and fostering strong communication.

2. GL parents should coordinate efforts with the advisors at each grade level 
regarding activities such as field trips, parties or dances, special events, and 
Humanitas days.  

3. Parties.  GL parents are responsible for planning and providing refreshments for 
social events—four class parties for 5th and 6th grade and four evening social 
events for 7th and 8th grade (dances, movie night, game night, etc.).  We have 
also provided exam snacks during break after GL parents are responsible for the 
following:

• Notifying all parents in the grade of plans regarding parties, dances, or 
other social events.  Please be sure all parents know the location, 
departure and return times.

• Arranging appropriate numbers of chaperones.

• Reserving space on-campus as needed.

• Arranging transportation by approved drivers to off-campus parties.

• Providing refreshments

4. Transportation. GL parents provide invaluable support to teachers by arranging 
suitable transportation to off-campus events such as Humanitas activities and field 
trips.  When making plans, GL parents should:

• Make sure all drivers have completed the Approved Driver form 
posted on the web under Parents…Forms.

• Plan which students will ride with which drivers making sure there are 
enough drivers for the entire class.

• Choose reliable and punctual parents to drive.

5. Communication.  GL parents might be used for a variety of communication 
efforts including communicating information to all parents through a phone tree 
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and meeting with the principal once a month to provide parental perspective and 
feedback to the principal.

6. Accounting.  In years past, GL parents have collected money from each family to 
offset the cost of these social events.  It is imperative that a careful and detailed 
record is kept of collections and expenses.  

Food Allergy Policy:
The Day School strives to provide a safe and healthy environment for all our students. 
Ensuring the safety of our students will take the collective efforts of all constituencies: 
students, parents, food service, and school.  We follow these guidelines in an attempt to 
create that secure atmosphere, recognizing that we cannot guarantee that our school is 
completely free of food or other allergens that might cause a reaction.

Children’s allergies must be documented with the school nurse on health forms 
provided at school opening and throughout the school year. This documentation 
should include allergen and symptoms of reaction, along with directions for 
administering medication in the case of a reaction.

The School
• The school nurse makes every staff member aware of the use and availability of 

the Epipen.
• The school nurse will make school personnel familiar with the allergies 

significant to his/her classroom or other points of contact with students.
• Teachers will encourage frequent hand washing, particularly before and after 

meals.
• Teachers will discourage sharing of food from lunch boxes or snacks.

Parents
• Parents will be informed if your child is a member of such a class that you refrain 

from packing peanuts or specific nuts in your child’s lunch or snack. Furthermore, 
we suggest that you be mindful of this designation when you plan classroom 
activities and celebrations.

• Parents should be mindful of other foods to which individuals may have serious 
allergies: dairy, egg, glutens, and corn. Each of these allergens can be found 
hidden in foods, and can therefore become a danger to our children with these 
allergies. In response to this concern, we will be posting on our website a list of 
safe foods associated with the specific allergy, along with a list of items found in 
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ingredient lists that mask the presence of that allergen in the food. On occasion we 
will update these lists and offer some considerations for planning party foods for 
these classes, such as: cross-contamination can be a problem when preparing 
foods for both non-allergic and allergic children. A spoon used to serve an 
allergen food item should not be used to serve a safe food, as it can pass particles 
from one to the other.  If you are informed that a child of yours is in a class with a 
student who has a serious food allergy, we will encourage you to refer to these 
lists before you send snacks for the class or plan party foods for that class. On a 
daily basis we will be asking that you pack lunches and snacks for your child only, 
thereby limiting the likelihood of causing harm to another child accidently.

• Parents are asked to speak with your child about being a good school citizen – 
being aware of the needs of their friends, remembering not to share their food 
with classmates that have allergies, making small sacrifices for the wellbeing of 
their friends. Help them to understand the importance of this issue by educating 
them in the way you think is best. 

Food Service
• Our food service makes every effort to avoid serving foods that contain peanuts, 

or tree-nuts or contain traces of such foods. Other foods such as shellfish, eggs, or 
milk may be served, and noted on the signs in the service line.  

• The food service will work to ensure tables are cleaned and other cafeteria work 
surfaces between meals and after food service each day.

We must recognize that while we are making every effort to keep the environment of 
a nut sensitive student nut-free, we cannot monitor food that is prepared in a home or 
restaurant that is not a nut-free environment, and will do everything we can to be 
prepared for the incidental allergic reaction. 
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Classes

Homework:
Homework is an important part of the learning process and as such teachers work to 
ensure that it is well planned, pertinent, and appropriately challenging.   Our goal is for 
homework to enhance student learning without requiring an unreasonable commitment of 
time—20 to 30 minutes per class per night is our guideline, but please keep in mind the 
variability of the pace of each student’s work and that assignments given well in advance 
may require more time.  Frequency and nature of assignments will vary from class to 
class and unit to unit within a class.

Grade Level and Teacher Webpages:
Each grade level and each teacher maintains a webpage to communicate a variety of 
information, reminders of important dates, homework assignments, tests and major 
projects due dates, course descriptions, and much more.  Each teacher will post 
assignments on a daily basis (by 4:00pm) and this can be used to help parents be more 
flexible in the way they support their child and the oversight they provide.    

To access the webpages, you can go to the SDS school homepage, go to the Middle 
School page, and choose “MS Central” in the red window on the left.   This gateway page 
gives you easy access to a host of information including grade level pages, teacher pages, 
and course pages.  You can also log on directly by using the following URLs:

https://sites.google.com/a/sdsgriffin.org/middle-school/Home/5thclass
https://sites.google.com/a/sdsgriffin.org/middle-school/Home/6thclass
https://sites.google.com/a/sdsgriffin.org/middle-school/Home/7thclass
https://sites.google.com/a/sdsgriffin.org/middle-school/Home/8thclass

Remember to omit the common “www.” when trying to get to our grade level pages, as 
it’s NOT part of our addresses.  Also, most browsers these days don’t require you to type 
in the “http://” part (it assumes that part, so you can save that step from now on probably)

Tests:
Teachers are expected to give ample advance notification to students (several days, 
usually about a week) and post the test on the assignment calendar.  Tests and the 
accompanying processes of preparation and post-test analysis should be viewed as equal 
partners in the learning process.  To that end, students are guided in developmentally 
appropriate ways towards effective means of preparation for the test.  They will be 
challenged appropriately during a test with a good mix of questions from many levels of 
Bloom’s taxonomy or some other scale of cognitive demand.  And most importantly, 
students can expect to be given timely feedback and significant opportunities for 
reflection following the test.  Tests are usually graded and returned promptly.  
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Extra Help:
If a student has been absent or is struggling with a concept, then a tutorial needs to be 
scheduled.  The most frequently available time for extra help is recess and after school.

Ultimately, our goal is for students to take ownership for their learning and seek extra 
help when needed.  Teachers recognize that a variety of factors may keep a student from 
doing so including a lack of maturity, a lack of self-awareness, a lack of self-discipline, a 
lack of comfort with the teacher, or a lack of confidence in the effectiveness of the extra 
help.  Teachers and parents should consider each of these possibilities while working with 
students to move them to greater levels of independence and responsibility.

Accommodations:
Accommodations for students with documented learning disabilities will be made at the 
discretion of the Head of the Middle School in consultation with teachers, educational 
specialists, and psychologists.  In general, accommodations will be those that continue to 
hold students responsible for their learning while providing needed support without 
posing an undue burden on teachers.

Prior to the onset of accommodations, parents of students seeking accommodations will 
meet with the Head of Middle School and appropriate learning specialists.  An 
accommodation plan will be formulated by the school personnel and shared with teachers 
and parents.  The accommodation plan remains in effect throughout the student’s time in 
the middle school.  

Academic Grades, Comments, and Reporting 

Grade Scale:
The academic achievement grade indicates degree of mastery of a college-preparatory 
course:

 A High Honors Achievement, scores 90 – 100
 B Honors Achievement, scores 80 – 89
 C Quality Achievement, scores 70 – 79
 D Passing Achievement, scores 60 – 69
 F Failing, scores 59 and below
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Scale: All students will receive letter grades based on the following percentage-based 
scale:

A+ 97-100  B+ 87-89  C+ 77-79  D+ 67-69 
 A 93-96  B 83-86  C 73-76  D 63-66
A- 90-92  B- 80-82  C- 70-72  D- 60-62 
F 59 and below 

Honor Roll:
For each marking period, a student may receive one of two honor designations:

Honor Roll – a student who makes all A’s and B’s in the core courses: Math, English, 
Science, History, Latin, and MFL.
High Honor Roll – a students who makes all A’s in the core courses

Report Cards and Progress Reports:
Report cards are sent out four times a year at the end of each quarter—October, January, 
March, and May.  Comments are written for all students at the first and third quarters.  
Progress reports are issued on all students in core subject areas at the midpoint of each 
quarter.  They are designed to update parents on their child’s performance in a given 
quarter by providing more detailed information such as grades and averages in various 
segments of the course (tests, quizzes, papers, homework…).  These will be mailed or 
emailed.  

High School Credit achieved in Middle School:
In three subjects, students may earn high school credit in eighth grade:

Math: To achieve high school credit for Algebra 1 in the 8th grade, a student must pass for 
the year. Those who repeat Algebra 1 in the 9th grade will only receive one credit, but 
their 8th grade mark will not be counted in their high school GPA.

Latin: To achieve high school credit for Latin 1, a student must pass both 7th & 8th grade 
years and pass Latin ll in the Upper School.

Modern Foreign Language: To achieve high school credit for French 1, or Spanish 1 in 8th 
grade a student must pass for the year. Those who repeat the first year of a language in 
the 9th grade will only receive one credit, but their 8th grade mark will be counted on their 
high school GPA.
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Emergency Guidelines and Procedures

First Aid and Medical Emergencies:
Middle School medical treatment is administered by the school nurse – Marilyn Burtnett 
or the athletic trainer. If a child needs to leave school due to illness, the teachers and 
parents should be notified.  

Snow Days:
In case of snow listen to local radio or television stations to find out if our school is 
closed.  The Day School follows District 7 school closings.

Lightning Policy
The Day School uses both a lightning detection system and a sensory guideline to 
determine when outdoor activities are safely conducted.  If lighting is seen or thunder is 
heard, outdoor activity is suspended for 30 minutes.

Emergency Procedures
The Day School has procedures in place for emergency situations such as fire, security 
threat, and tornado warnings.  The faculty has been trained in those procedures and the 
entire school practices them multiple times each year.  A school wide warning system that  
can be heard inside and outside the buildings indicates the nature of the emergency and 
initiates the appropriate procedures.  If a parent would like to see copies of those 
procedures, he or she should contact the Division Head.
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