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President’s Update
by Bob Croft

Have A Safe Winter Break!
SDFA Continues “Budget Trigger” Talks

With Winter Break nearly here, your SDFA Executive Board would like to wish all Dis-
trict staff a very happy and safe holiday season!  I am sure we are all looking forward to
the opportunity to have some special time with our families and friends.  SDFA thanks
all our outstanding staff for their continued success in spite of the very many chal-
lenges faced every day in and out of our classrooms!  As you read in an SDFA bulletin
earlier this week, SDFA is in very initial “budget trigger” discussions with our district. A
repeat of this bulletin is contained later in this issue of the Vanguard.

After our much deserved holiday, we will return to our classrooms and continue provid-
ing an excellent education for our students, and SDFA will continue its efforts on behalf
of our members.  Finally, let me once more wish everyone a very safe and enjoyable
Winter Break and a very Happy New Year!  May we all return in January just a little
more healthy and a great deal more refreshed to face the new challenges that await us
in 2012!

Grade Challenges & Parent Civility Policy

Detailed information has been given in past issues of the Vanguard on these two topics.
Dealing with a grade challenge and/or an abusive parent can be a very frustrating and
stressful situation for any member.  If you find yourself involved in either of these two
areas, please do not hesitate to contact SDFA immediately—either see your site’s SDFA
Building Representative or call SDFA directly, 760-208-1644.  SDFA will not only en-
sure that your rights are protected but make certain that the administrators involved
are handling the situation correctly.  If you need more information about either grade
challenges or the Parent Civility Policy, our SDFA website, www.sdfa.net, not only has
that information for you, but also many other very valuable advice articles.
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The 2011-12 SDFA Executive Board

President Bob Croft
Vice President Duncan Brown
Secretary Terry Hendlin
Treasurer Adrienne St. George

SITE REPS
C.C. Academy Christopher Black
Carmel Valley Jason Sowers
Diegueno Julia Van Cleave
Earl Warren Suzanne Brown
La Costa Canyon Mario Flores
Oak Crest Sharon Senese
S. D. Academy Sheryl Bode
Sunset/N. Coast Michelle Horsley
Torrey Pines Tim Staycer

Vanguard

SDFA Vanguard is published for the information and edi-
fication of SDFA members.  The editorial philosophy of
the Vanguard is governed by the practices of the San
Dieguito Faculty Association.  Unless noted, the opin-
ions expressed are those of the author, not necessarily
of the Association.  Also, unless specifically indicated,
inclusion of editorials, an advertisement and/or insert
does not constitute Association endorsement.  SDFA is
an affiliate of the California Teachers Association and
the National Education Association.

Vanguard Contact Bob Croft

Editor Emeritus John Kohler

Format & Production Vetha Simpson

All letters to the editor to be considered for publication
in the Vanguard must be sent to Bob Croft at Earl War-
ren:

1)  Must be submitted directly to Bob Croft by
     the first Friday of the month.

2)  Must include the name and site of the author.

3)  May be edited for length or clarity.

If in the opinion of the editor, any letter clearly contains
false or inaccurate statements, it shall be referred to the
Editorial Committee.  If the Editorial Committee con-
curs with the editor’s opinion, the letter will be referred
to the SDFA President.  The President shall then either
respond in writing to the author of the letter or shall
invite the author of the letter to the next appropriate
Executive Board meeting where the letter will be ad-
dressed.

Call
(760) 280-1644

email:
sdfa.email@gmail.com

www.sdfa.net
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Important Phone Numbers

Below are some numbers which may prove useful
to our members at some time during this school
year.

SDFA ........................................ 760/280-1644

EMERGENCY NUMBER.............. 760/635-3402

Retirement Appointments (SDCOE) 619/292-3565

District Office ................................ 760/753-6491

Paycheck/timecard/leave/jury duty
  Dawn Pearson .................................... Ext. 5522
Paycheck/timecard
  Donna Corder ..................................... Ext. 5513
Workers’ comp/income protection
  (Sue Barnes) ....................................... Ext. 5525
Substitutes  (Linn Willhite) ................... Ext. 5503
Report an Absence, Request or
  Cancel a Sub ............................... 877/214-9162
Contracts, Credentialing &
  Coursework (Debbie Rowe) .................. Ext. 5506
Credentialing & Adult
  Education (Cristina Gamino) ............... Ext. 5501
Curriculum (Lesley Rhodes) .................. Ext. 5550
Curriculum (Rick Schmitt) .................... Ext. 5565
Book/supply order (Sheila Graciano) .... Ext. 5527
Personnel evaluations (Terry King) ........ Ext. 5566
Special education or 504’s
  (Bruce Cochran) ................................. Ext. 5556
Sheltered English Program ................... Ext. 5531
Applications or interviews
  (Linn Willhite) ..................................... Ext. 5503
Coaching applications/
   coaching contracts (Tina Peterson) ..... Ext. 5660
Benefits (Kathleen Margiotta) ................ Ext. 5626

Insurance:
Anthem Blue Cross HMO ............. 877/402-87421
Anthem Blue Cross PPO ................ 800/499-1751
Anthem Blue Cross Dental ............. 877/238-6200
Wellpoint Pharmacy ....................... 800/700-2541
Kaiser ............................................ 800/464-4000
Safeguard Dental ........................... 800/880-1800
STRS ............................................. 800/228-5453

2011-12 Calendar of
SDFA Executive Board Meetings

Below is a partial list of the upcoming
SDFA Executive Board meetings for this
school year.  All meetings begin at 3:00
p.m.  All meetings will be held at Earl War-
ren Middle School in Room 43.  Execu-
tive Board meetings are scheduled to fa-
cilitate the on-going official business of
the San Dieguito Faculty Association.

Your Executive Board welcomes you to all
of its meetings and encourages your con-
structive participation.  Time is set aside
at the beginning of each meeting for mem-
bers who wish to share some concern or
information with the Executive Board.  If
you would like to address the Executive
Board, please be present at the beginning
of the meeting you plan to attend.

If you are unable to attend a meeting but
would still like to share some information
with the Executive Board, please don’t
hesitate to contact your site’s SDFA Build-
ing Representative and request that he/
she share the information on your behalf,
or at any time, you may phone (760-280-
1644) or email (sdfa.email@gmail.com) di-
rectly to the SDFA.

September 20

October 4

November 15

TBA
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CTA SCHOLARSHIPS

Applications are now available
for California Teachers Asso-
ciation Scholarships.  In 2012,
CTA will offer:  Five (5) of up
to $3,000 scholarships for ac-
tive members,  thirty-four (34)
of up to $5,000 scholarships for

Dependent Children of Members.  Scholarship appli-
cations with all required supporting materials must be post-
marked by the deadline date of February 3, 2012.

Members may download application forms from the CTA
website:  www.cta.org.

SDFA WEB PAGE
 NOW ONLINE!

MASTER CONTRACT AVAILABLE

www.sdfa.net

The SDFA Web Page offers all listed below and more:

•  Master Contract
•   E-Mail to E-Board
•  Vanguard Archives
•  Important Phone Numbers
•  Valuable Advice for Members
•  And More!
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DID YOU KNOW.......?

continued

Below, as referenced on the front page of this issue, is a repeat of the very
important SDFA bulletin sent to members earlier this week.

SDFA Bulletin

State Budget “Triggers” Bring Potential Mid-Year Cuts

Certainly, as we approach Winter Break, SDFA does not want to share any gloomy news
with members;  as more and more media attention and news articles appear covering
this topic, both CTA and SDFA believe it important to update members on our views
related to this new budget crisis.  Later in this bulletin you will see the CTA information
followed by detailed CTA  information on AB 114 and the budget “triggers” now causing
concern.

SDFA wants out members to know that SDFA leadership has already begun initial
discussions with our San Dieguito District leadership so that we may carefully review
the impact of these budget “triggers” upon our district and members this school year
and next.  SDFA remains committed to working collaboratively with our district in the
very successful manner we have utilized for many years in order to do what is best for
our members, our students, and our district.  We can report that our district is also
committed in the same manner so that we may, together, overcome any new budget
hurdles as the challenge continually becomes more intense.  While the negative impact
of potential budget cuts may certainly hit revenue limit districts more than basic aid
funded districts, SDFA must act proactively in cooperation with our district in order to
ensure the continued security and stability of our district’s educational mission.  These
new budget discussions will continue up to and after Winter Break and more informa-
tion will be shared with members at that time.

CTA information below:

CTA Responds to LAO Report about Budget Shortfalls

While the Department of Finance will calculate the final numbers, it’s becoming increas-
ingly evident that the state will not meet the revenue projections put forth in this year’s
budget, and our students, schools and essential services will suffer more devastating
cuts.   The independent Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) reported recently that the
State was on track to fall short of its $4 billion commitment to schools which was based



SDFA Vanguard 7December/Holiday, 2011

Did You Know? continued

on projected tax revenue and if not reached, would trigger reduced funding to districts
statewide.  This is unfortunate, since California’s schools and colleges have endured
more than $20 billion in cuts in recent years, and California ranks 46th in the country in
K-12 per-student spending.  During the same time, we’ve also seen drastic increases in
college tuitions.

Our students’ education should not be shortchanged because of an economic down-
turn, especially when California has the eighth-largest economy in the world. There’s
plenty of money in California to provide a quality education, but because of an unfair
tax structure and corporate tax breaks, our state doesn’t take in the revenue it needs to
take care of its citizens. It’s time to put a fair and equitable tax system in place so that
our students and the most vulnerable Californians don’t have to continue to do without.

Health of CA Schools Depends on Stable Tax Revenues

California has long relied on mostly short-term solutions to our budget problems, which
has done us no long-term favors.  The health of California’s public schools depends on
stable tax revenues.  It is time to demand action to restore fairness to the system and
make sure everyone is paying their fair share.

The bottom 20% of wage earners in California pay 11% of their income in taxes, while
the top 1% of wage earners only pays 7.8%.  Corporate income grew over 400% from
2001-2008 compared to 28% for personal income.  And additional tax loopholes were
provided to big corporations in the 2008 and 2009 budgets, worth $2 billion annually.

The cost of funding state services has shifted from corporate to personal income tax
payers.  When Proposition 13 was passed, responsibility for funding public schools
shifted from the taxpayer to the state.  Now the state is in financial crisis and cannot
foot the bill.  We must reevaluate how we are funding our government and make it fair
and equitable.  The fact of the matter is California is a moderate tax state, ranking 15th
in taxes and fees compared to other states, even though we have the 8th largest economy
in the world.

Investing in public education (dollar for dollar) grows the economy more than tax cuts
and corporate subsidies.  Dishearteningly in 2009, California ranked 43rd in per-pupil
spending.  And given the drastic funding cuts of the past three years, we’re not moving
in the right direction. Our goal is simply to have the adequate amount of per-pupil
funding needed to provide all students the opportunity for a quality public education.

continued
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Did You Know? continued

CTA on AB 114 and the State Budget Triggers

In short,  AB 114 – the education budget trailer bill - attempts to stabilize school fund-
ing for 2011-12 and stop the hemorrhaging of state budget cuts.  However, the ap-
proved state budget also “triggers” budget cuts if projected revenues don’t materialize.

Facts about AB 114:
•    AB 114 provides for the ‘flat funding’ of education and specifies that “each school

district shall project the same level of revenue per unit of average daily
attendance as it received in the 2010-11 fiscal year and shall maintain staff-
ing and program levels commensurate with that level.

•     It closed the August Reduction In Force window.
•    It suspends the ability of County Superintendents to use the Multiyear Fiscal

Projection requirements of AB 1200 employed  in the recent past to certify local
district budgets as ‘qualified’ or ‘negative’ and undermined  local collective bar-
gaining agreements.

•    According to Governor Brown’s signing message “AB 114 directs schools to ad-
here to the level of state funding provided in the Budget and not assume a differ-
ent, or lower, state funding level.”  He goes further in saying that “school boards
may nevertheless need to make reductions due to cost increases, loss of federal
funds, enrollment declines or other factors.”

Facts about state budget triggers:
•     Any cuts required by reduced state revenues are tiered:

  If revenues are $500 million below projections nothing will happen.
  If more than $500 million but less than $2 billion below projections

nothing will happen to K-12 education funding.
•     Any cuts to public education are proportional:

  If revenues are more than $2 billion below projections, any changes will be
determined by how much revenues fall below the projection.

•   When the state budget was passed in June, the state was already $1.3 billion
ahead of where revenues needed to be to insulate K-12 spending from any reduc-
tion.

•     Any reductions in the length of the school year must be bargained locally.

Important AB 114 dates related to bargaining:
•     December 15, 2011: The date by which the Department of Finance determines

whether revenue projections met goals and if triggers are pulled.
•     February 1, 2012: The date when the ability to bargain a reduction of up to 7

days becomes operative.
•     June 30, 2012: The date by when negotiations (including any bargaining im-

passe, mediation or fact-finding) should be concluded.
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OUT OF SITES
by SDFA Building Representatives

CANYON CREST
ACADEMY
by Christopher Black

‘Tis the season for fun, games and inspiration at Canyon Crest Academy.  As we wel-
come the winter holidays, let’s take a look at how Ravens enjoyed themselves over
Thanksgiving Break, excelled in play and connected a community.

Our own John West enjoyed an incredible adventure to Costa Rica
with his lovely wife Wende and their two adorable kids.  Here’s John
on a walkabout with the littluns.  I love how the 4-year old gets to be
carried while the 11-month old says, “Nah, I can take it from here…”

Speaking of incredible adventures, my wife Jeannie Chufo and I
were finally able to have all three triplets
at home for the first time.  Our daughter
Finnley had open-heart surgery just three
weeks ago, and she was able to make it home for Thanksgiv-
ing anyway.  Finnley means “fair warrior,” and she certainly
has been that.  Here’s a picture of the trio together at home
for the first time (that’s Finnley on the left, brother Beckett in
the center, and twin sister Dyllan on the right) just in time for
turkey…

In sports news, the girls’ ten-
nis team made it to their first
CIF Championship at the
Barnes Tennis Center while
the girls’ cross-country squad
made it all the way to the
State Championships!  The
Lady Ravens certainly repre-
sented CCA well this fall.

On November 20th, Canyon Crest hosted the first ever TEDxYouth event in the Proscenium
Theater.  Nearly 400 high school students from all over San Diego County were in
attendance for a day filled with inspiring and motivational speakers of all ages, stand-
ing ovation-inducing musical performances, and jaw-dropping artistic and technologi-
cal demonstrations, all centered around the theme of The World in Our Grasp.

People from Academy Award-winner Richard Dreyfuss to young social entrepreneurs
Josh & Nina Church to internet music sensation Jake Shimabukuro to the cast of
MTV’s The Buried Life, shared how we all have an important part to play in making the
world a better place. continued
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The day, which was over nine months in the making, was organized by students, for
students, in an effort to empower San Diego’s youth and show that one is never too
young to change the world in a positive way.  This day would not have been possible
without the contributions of teachers like Robin Duncan, Kellie Dunkirk, Timothy
Stiven, Christopher Black, Jeannie Chufo, Angela VanLier, Mark Raines, Jessica
Matthes, Julie Ellis, Jaquelyn Bergeron, Rayna Stohl, Amy Villanova, Tracy Yates,
Laura Krogh, Gillian Barkalow, Assistant Principal Elise Davies and the continued
support of Principal Brian Kohn.

The event was livestreamed to the world on TED.com and can still be seen by going to
that amazing website.  If you are unfamiliar with TED, do yourself a favor and get lost
on TED.com for a little while.  The talks seen on TED will uplift you, challenge you,
inspire you and motivate you.  We are so proud of the day that our world-changing
students created for their peers throughout the county and look forward to continuing
the legacy with TEDxYouth 2012 next year.

Well, that’s all for this month, Friends.  Here’s hoping your holiday season is safe,
spectacular and filled with love.  Until next time……………...caw CAW!!!

Out of Sites continued

continued

Clockwise from back left to right:  spoken-word poet and
CCA alum Elliott Wobler, 3-D chalk artist—and creator of
this piece—Tracy Lee Stum, inspiring surfer paralyzed only
in body Patrick Ivison, our own Timothy Stiven, and Austra-
lian singer-songwriter Lee Coulter

In My Life I Will…interactive wall

CCA TEDxYouthDay team of organizers
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Out of Sites continued

continued

CARMEL VALLEY
by Jason Sowers

Wow, the fall semester sure is flying by… in part because various extracurricular events
and programs occur in conjunction with the routine school functions.

Carmel Valley could not do all of the events and programs without funding.   Thank you
to Carmel Valley leaders like Principal Laurie Francis and ASB Advisor Holly Vermilyea
who do so much to encourage and assist in raising the necessary funds the years’ many
events and programs require.

Holly and ASB did a great job getting the year going with the magazine drive, which has
its challenges, especially in these troubling economic times.  In addition, ASB put on
the first school dance of the year, and the students had a blast.  Many thanks also go
out to the teachers who chaperone for the dance.

The 2011 Red Ribbon Week was once again a huge success thanks to the leadership
team of Jamie Swope (Club Live Advisor and Heroes teacher), Holly Vermilyea (ASB
Advisor), and counselors Karen Infantino and Toni Zurcher.  Students participated in a
week full of activities including Drug-Free Pledge Day, Wacky Wear Red Day, and Jas-
mine Stiles’ lunch-time kickboxing clinic (this one is always a crowd favorite).  Kudos to
all of you dedicated teachers for getting this important drug-free healthy lifestyle mes-
sage out to our students!

CVMS Drama Program Director Katrina Peterson and her Advanced Acting class put on
another amazing fall play – actually it was a Fall Festival of plays.  The two plays
performed were, Get Smart, a comedy based on the television series, and Thirteen, a
musical about growing up.  Only Katrina and her brilliant and talented students could
manage to pull something off as amazing as these two plays in four nights.  Congratu-
lations, Katrina, on another awesome Fall Festival of plays.

In Bobcat Baby news… Congratulations goes to Tita Martin
and her husband. Their baby girl, Siena Calliope Rain Martin,
was born on October 12.  Here is a photo of Tita’s beautiful
baby girl Siena.

Physical Education teacher, Kasey Galik, led another highly
successful District APE (Adapted Physical Education) Basket-
ball Tournament.  Kasey goes all-out to make this event well-
organized, exciting, and fun.  So many students get involved with this tournament in
various ways such as playing music, singing, cheering, and of course playin’ ball.  Here
are a few photos of this inspirational event.
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Out of Sites continued

continued

PE Teacher and APE Basketball Tournament
Coordinator, Kasey Galik,
is on the bottom right

Congratulations to English teacher, Paulina Nelson.  Her short story, “Seeds of Change,”
won 3rd place in Women on Writing’s Summer Flash Fiction Contest, which was judged
by a literary agent.  Her story and contest details can be viewed on WOW’s website:
http://wow-womenonwriting.com/47-FE1-Summer11Contest.html.

Congratulations to Andrew Corman on his Marine Corps Marathon run.  He ran it with
a pace of just over 6 minutes per mile.  Way to go (and fast), Andrew!

As the holidays are rapidly approaching, I would like to wish you all a happy holiday
season and a happy new year.  Enjoy your time off with family and friends – you deserve
it!  And for those of you who are interested in setting a new year’s resolution, you can
join some of the “Run Like a Bobcat” club members on January 8th for The Resolution
Run in Mission Bay.

Until next time, that’s it from Bobcat land!



SDFA Vanguard 13December/Holiday, 2011

Out of Sites continued

continued

DIEGUENO
by Julia Van Cleave

Congratulations to Julie Yaeger and her Diegueno band members.  Our band was
awarded a PTSA Mini-Grant which paid for a class set of beginning band textbooks.
Thank you to the PTSA!  They also received a generous grant from the Encinitas Rotary
Club for classroom equipment purchases.  Thank you, Encinitas Rotary!  On December
3rd  the band performed in the Encinitas Holiday Parade on Coast Highway.  The band
also performed in Cougar Hall on December 12th  at 6:30 p.m.  The performers include
members in the Jazz Band, Beginning Band, and Intermediate Band.

Drama night is coming up on January 19th.  PTSA generously provided Jacquelyn
Karney with a $300 mini-grant to purchase additional scripts for her students.

Stacey Palacios and her Spanish I classes have
been busy learning how to talk about their likes
and dislikes, as well as talking about their
school schedules, classes and teachers.  Right
now they are focusing specifically on conjugat-
ing verbs in the present tense.  Aside from all of
the grammar, they have also had the opportu-
nity to  learn about other cultures.  They re-
cently studied “Día de los Muertos” (Day of the
Dead).  Students brought in homemade “pan
de los muertos” (bread of the dead) and deco-
rated sugar skulls that were put on the altar
made by Mrs. Palacios.  Her classroom looks
very festive with the display of “calaveras” colored by her students.  We can always hear
her classes singing songs in Spanish, too.

Laura Neklia’s three English classes went “trick-or-treating” for UNICEF.  After intro-
ducing them to UNICEF and what its mission is, her class talked about how many
children die in underdeveloped nations simply because they do not have access to clean
water.  The students then set a goal of raising $500.00, which will buy a pump for a well
for a village or school. During the month of October, they passed around the little
cardboard UNICEF trick-or-treat box in class every day, and the students deposited
their change and bills.  Then on Halloween night, they went door-to-door in their neigh-
borhoods.  Her classes held contests to see which period could bring in the most money.
That and a week of no homework for the winning class...(wonder if that had anything to
do with it?) gave them enough incentive to collect $1,010.20!  Laura was thrilled and
proud that they collected enough for two well pumps!
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Out of Sites continued

continued

Spirit Day on October 25th was AWESOME!!  What a terrific day
we had!  Students, parents, and staff spent a wonderful two hours
just playing, competing, dancing, and having fun.  Robby
Shockney and ASB organized an incredible day with their plan-
ning and activities.  Our students and staff played hard and had
a great time.  I have never seen so many staff members participating and just having
great fun with the students.

Our parent volunteers were fabulous; they kept everyone on task and had fun doing
this.  The DJ played crazy music to move by.  At the end of the day, everyone pitched in,
and there was not a piece of equipment or a speck of trash to be seen.  The day was a
culmination of the week long spirit week.

Julie Aselstine and her Peer Mediators had various fun activities planned for Red
Ribbon Week on October 10th-14th.

Robby Shockney and the Leadership class have the entire school involved in our canned
food drive for the Encinitas Community Resource Center.  The competition was on to
see classroom challenges that are occurring all for the good of helping people. 

Thanks to principal Bryan Marcus and PTSA, lots of technology and maintenance projects
are in the process of being completed:  technology upgrades to include: twenty laptop
computers for Special Ed., PLATO, and  adaptable LCD technology in all science class-
rooms with the first classroom being completed before Thanksgiving Break.  New carpet
will be installed in all C Building classrooms over the Thanksgiving Break also.

Bryan Marcus held  “Coffee with Principal”  on November 18th  in room F4 to preview
the new technology at Diegueno including an overview of STAR testing results and  a
preview of “Rachel’s Challenge”, an upcoming assembly at Diegueno on December 13th.

Assistant Principal, Corey Bess, has been working with Bryan Marcus to ensure a
smooth transition of the technology changes.  He has been seen frequently visiting our
classrooms to enjoy the amazing teaching and learning taking place.

Thank you to Kari Smith and her Journalism class for the photos.

Find Diegueno on Facebook and now on Twitter!

Have a great Winter Vacation!

Red Ribbon Week

Oden kids
Nicholas/”Harry Potter

Jessica/”devil”

Halloween
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Out of Sites continued

continued

EARL WARREN
by Suzanne Brown

The Earl Warren Ocean Club, facilitated by Science teacher
Krista Baldwin, is back up and running.  In early November,
they hosted their first beach clean-up, where despite the rainy weather forecast, over
30 students, along with parents and siblings, showed up to clean the beaches of Del
Mar.  By collecting over 50 pounds of trash, the clean-up provided an opportunity for
students to help the environment and to make connections in their community outside
of the classroom.

On November 16th, Kasey Galik’s Adapted PE students par-
ticipated in the 6th Annual Adapted PE Sports League
Basketball Tournament.  Hosted by Carmel Valley Middle
School, these students and their buddies joined their middle
school and high school peers from around the district to com-
pete.  The day featured opening and closing ceremonies with
performances by the Carmel Valley Band, dance routines,
student performed songs, and guest speaker Steve Wampler
who inspired the crowd with his accomplishments despite

living with cerebral palsy.   All students played with success, and each received a medal
recognizing their participation.

Earl Warren’s Social Science department is participating in History Day this year.
History Day, sponsored by the County Office of Education, is an exciting opportunity
for students to learn about issues, ideas, people, and events in history, and to apply
this learning through creative and original productions.  In gathering information from
primary and secondary sources, students who choose to participate develop research
and critical thinking skills as well as the ability to draw their own conclusions about
their topic’s significance in history.

Students from grades 4 through 12 are eligible to participate, either individually or as
part of a group, by completing a standards-based project focusing on this year’s theme
of Revolution, Reaction, and Reform in History.  Students who compete at the county
level on March 17th must qualify in order to advance to state and national levels.

On November 17th and 18th, Jenny Oehler and Aaron Nelson’s World History stu-
dents participated in her annual Medieval Faire.  Students, working in groups and
dressed in costume, presented a range of projects which included medieval clothing
and weapons and manor and castle life.  In preparation, they spent time in the library
and computer lab where they learned research skills and from there created projects
which tapped into their creative side – newscasts, comic strips, poetry, etc.  In addition,
students from her English classes created and performed historical plays for the Faire.

Krista Baldwin and
members of the Ocean Club

Earl Warren’s APE Tournament Players
with their buddies
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A warm welcome to a new staff member, Special Education teacher Jennifer Chris-
tian.  Jennifer will be dividing her time between Earl Warren and Torrey Pines this year.

And finally, congratulations to Math teacher Jennifer Loftus who is expecting her first
child, and to Counselor Lisa Curry who is expecting her second.  Both babies are due
in April.

LA COSTA CANYON
by Mario Flores

Change is inevitable in some form or fashion. We have all lost a colleague to retirement
or to a decision to leave the district for one reason or another. When John Labeta
announced that he was officially leaving LCC it did not hit me till the fall break came
and went.  I had the pleasure to teach and coach side by side with John and I am feeling
the loss. Will we or I survive, yes, but I sure liked it better having him around. We wish
our best as he wishes those positive thoughts right back at us.

I do believe we were able to land back on our feet.  Hired to take John’s place was Kari
Digiulio who will be a great addition to the PE staff here at LCC.  She may have been
hired as the AD, but our department is excited to add her to both the LCC and PE staff.

I am not sure how much most of the LCC staff has noticed, but Kathy Oversmith/KO
has been out for about a month.  She went in to have knee surgery and her knee did not
heal as she would have liked. The last time I spoke to her the knee was finally getting
better and she might be able to get back before winter break.  As of now she won’t be
back till we return from winter break.  KO, we all hope you get well soon, because you
are missed by all.

As time continues to fly by the reasons are oh so clear. This place never stops and
continues in helping our students expand their minds.  There is no rest for the weary,
so just keep marching on.  We will take a page out of the Maverick Brigade who woke up
early for a 6:00 a.m. bus ride to the Mira Mesa Invitational Field Tournament where
they took first place in both the Band and Color Guard.  Great job to Carissa Mattison
and the Maverick Brigade for leading the way.

Congratulations continue with the LCC Speech and Debate Team who are led by Mar-
garet Dubel.  They went into the Jack Howe Memorial Tournament with high expecta-
tions and by the looks of it surpassed those expectations.  The Speech and Debate team
not only had students break into elimination rounds in every event they came home
with over 14 awards which allowed them to take 2nd place in the Overall sweepstakes.
Go, Mavs!

Out of Sites continued

continued
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Thanks to Sue Raley and her continuous hard working theater Arts Department. The
department will be presenting the hilarious comedy “Noises Off “by Michael Frayn. If
you have ever seen a show by Sue and her students you know that it is first class.  If
you haven’t seen one it is about time you did and if you miss this one don’t miss the
next one.

Did anyone else find it humorous when Kevin Fairchild sent out the e-mail on needing
help with the Egg drop demonstration? I hope someone helped Kevin up. I hope you’re
smiling Kevin.  Yes, you can use the outdoor basketball courts for the Physic Olympics.

Teachers on this campus never stop challenging our students as the example Suzi
VanSteenbergen and the MavLife (LCC’s newspaper) offer.  I know that the social media
can be scary in public education, but what a great example of using it in a positive way.
Students were able to live tweet one of LCC’s Friday night football games.

Speaking of football games, Coach Sovacool has incorporated some of LCC’s alumni
every Friday night home game.  He has invited past alumni to give a pre-game speech
and then to be an honorary captain for the pre-game coin toss.  What a great way to
allow young men to give back to a program that helped them grow into adulthood.
Things at LCC never stop.  So, to all our great teachers, hold your heads up high and be
proud of what you do every day – Teach and Inspire!

Out of Sites continued

Halloween, 2011 -- A poor man’s Dan Field

continued
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OAK CREST
by Sharon Senese

Oak Crest students were treated to a fun-filled carnival as part of our fall festival cel-
ebration. Our delightful and precious ASB advisor Elizabeth Reukema organized this
exciting event with the help of her competent ASB students— as the kick off to a won-
derful new year ahead.  This special night had a large attendance of students who
danced like crazy in a dance contest; had their picture taken in a picture booth, enjoyed
free pizza and churros, took part in a cake walk, and enjoyed a MASSIVE jumpy jump!.
Thanks to those wonderful teachers who were on hand as chaperones like Celia Walsh,
Jo Dube,  Laura Spalding, Renee Sowers, and myself and of course let’s not forget our
leaders Principal Anna Pedroza, and Assistant Principal Molly Ravenscroft. Thanks
to all, the event was safe, fun, and an absolute blast! Special Kudos go out to ASB
advisor and math teacher Elizabeth Reukema for being such a positive force on our
campus and such an organized, dedicated ASB leader.  One parent wrote in the next
day to say: “Hi Ms. Pedroza, Thank You for the great fall festival!  We wanted you to
know it was so fun for the kids to kick the year off with a bang and get to know each
other.  We appreciate all the extra hours and energy it takes to do this.  Please pass our
sincere thanks on to your staff.  Thanks, again, Oak Crest Parents and a whole lot of
other parents!”

Celia, Jo, Elizabeth,
Laura (not pictured) and
Renee can always be counted
on to go well beyond
the call of duty for students –
thank you girls!
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We continue to enjoy the dedicated and fair leadership of Anna
Pedroza.  Anna works tirelessly along with Assistant Principal
Molly Ravenscroft to improve the morale of both staff and stu-
dents within our school. Anna is certainly a leader with her hands
on the wheel— and we thank her for her devotion to our student’s
as well as her devotion to our staff.  As the old saying goes….”We’re
all in good hands with Pedroza”— thanks again Anna and Molly
who work long hours to ensure all the details of the job are tended
to- in essence, they go home well after “the show” is over.

Teachers take a dunking: Oak Crest campus supervisor Kelly, Celia
Walsh, Geoff Westermeyer, Jo Dube and Sean Saville stepped up to
the dunk tank at our annual Red Ribbon Week celebration. Many oth-
ers were on hand in a supervisory role like Katie Bator and Laura
Martin, as students attempted to dunk their favorite teachers to raise
money for our ASB program.  It’s not easy standing up to students who
want to toss you in the tank, but teachers stood their ground—some
even splashing students to egg them on –all in good fun of course.

Anna along with s
ome of her charges

Elizabeth Reukema is
an outstanding

ASB director!

Celia -- not afraid

Kelly and Sean

Geoff and Jo

Geoff splashes the
students

Laura and Katie

supervise
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Pregnancy on campus:

We don’t know if it’s the water or
the “groovy” atmosphere of Oak
Crest but many of our teachers are
embarking on the journey of moth-
erhood and fatherhood-(Sean
Saville’s wife is actually the preg-
nant one).  We congratulate Eliza-
beth Reukema, Amy Sauza,
Mandy Oliphant, Mariah Weible,
Allison Tickle and Sean Saville who are our new proud parents and proud parents to
be.

Emerson Tickle-
Allison’s first little
bundle of joy

photo compliments of our aspiring photographer Renee Sowers.

In Closing:  Our task must be to free ourselves by widening our
circle of compassion to embrace all living creatures and the whole of
nature and its beauty—Albert Einstein
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SAN DIEGUITO ACADEMY
by Sheryl Bode

Home is where the heart is! Yes, as I write this article, Homecoming week is in full
swing.  We started off this year’s homecoming with “Mustache Monday”.  We continued
the fun with “Tiny Tots Tuesday,” “Vests and Pajamas Wednesday,” “Disney Thursday,”
and finished with “Freaky Friday”.  Additionally, we had our annual Homecoming As-
sembly, Carnival, Dance, and of course, the Staff V.  Students Flag Football Tourna-
ment.  Yes, the word is out and it is true.  The teachers remain undefeated and we had
some amazing plays.  First of all, Amy Johnson’s “long run behind a massive wall of
teachers” was crucial in moving us into scoring position.  Also,
Hrzina “turned every busted play into a 50 yard run,” and I
have to say it is obvious that without James, we would defi-
nitely have been miserably beaten.  He is our secret weapon,
no ifs ands or buts about it.  Additionally, an amazing touch-
down was completed by Wuertz from Hrzina at about 40
yards, and Keillor made a 41 yard touchdown pass from
Hrzina. Finally, I have to mention Marco “Brunnendino”
Martinez who had an OK game and was mostly playing “in-
sane defense tipping balls and scaring the rival QB.”  He did get picked off twice by a
4’11" kid that could seemingly “jump like 4 feet in the air.”  I thought for sure that mini-
titan was going to cost us the game. Where did he come from? Of course we cannot
forget little Cassidy West singing “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star” for the whole stadium
and receiving a monumental applause for it.  In the end all the players did great, and it
was a remarkable game to watch.

Moving on to more entertainment fun. On November 17th, the Battle of The Bands 2011
was held at 6:30 p.m. in the gym.  All the bands were astounding and the tournament
had good attendance.  First place went to Simple Green and they won recording time at
Surfdog Records.  Second place went to Global Corp who won recording time at Dave
Hick’s Studio, and finally Decibella took third, and received a gift certificate to Rico’s
Taco Shop.

From our new PAC we enjoyed the school play Noises Off which was an ambitious
project for our kids and Ms. Siers to take on.  The quality of acting, stage, and sound

was impressive.  I am still astounded that the students
pulled off a two-storied stage, memorized complicated
lines delivered at an extremely high velocity, and with
some pretty authentic English accents.

For a little flavor of culture SDA enjoyed its first Haiku
Art Show.  The Japanese III students expressed them-
selves and showed their expertise of the Nature and
Weather Unit they finished studying.  It was a lovely
display.
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We have some exciting upcoming events.  In December, we have the SDA Holiday Ba-
zaar at lunch, a Ping-Pong Tournament, the play Sylvia, an acting festival, a Winter
Concert, and a new thrift store will open up in the Mosaic Café.  The main purpose of
this store will be to provide a cheap location to purchase Mosaic brand clothes.  SDA
student Sean Barry predicts this will be popular as many students already shop at local
thrift stores, and this would  make it even easier for them to shop.  All profits go back to
Mosaic Café.

Enjoy the rest of December and have a safe, pleasurable, and restful winter break.

SUNSET/NORTH COAST
by Michelle Horsley

So, we’re well into the semester, which means staff and students are getting into a
familiar groove here at Sunset.  Enrollment always increases after first quarter and this
year is no different. Teachers are getting to know students and are working hard to
keep them motivated. A great thing about Sunset is teachers have the opportunity to
get to know all of the students- even those that aren’t in our classes.  This creates a
strong sense of community and a family-like environment.

You may wonder what happens to a student who transfers to Sunset.  There are some
key components that make our alternative programs successful.  One of them is an all-
important intake meeting with Rick Ayala, student, and parents to fully explain all
aspects of the program and gain an understanding of our expectations.  Another is the
advisor/advisee system where students are accountable to one teacher that they con-
nect with daily.  Our curriculum is rigorous, using the same textbooks as the other
high schools.  Students move independently through the course syllabus and work on
the material until they pass all exams and complete assignments satisfactorily.

Teachers meet weekly to discuss each student’s progress, and to discuss strategies to
help individuals.  Key to the success of our school is the support group system. Over
90% of our students participate in this voluntary program.  We have 13 support groups
facilitated by our counselor, Terry Hendlin, and ten other staff members.  Group truly
is a school-wide program and is an important and integral part of our culture here.

Our Fall Pot Luck Open House was a success.  We get a chance to meet our student’s
families, break bread and talk individually to parents about their son or daughter’s
progress at Sunset.  Although it makes for a long day, I am always happy to attend.  It
is one of the many ways we work extra hard to connect with our students and provide
them with a caring, professional and supportive school.

Finally, Sunset again celebrated Halloween in style!  Our students think we are nuts,
but we love getting into the spirit of the day and having a good time.
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Craig Williams, Michelle Horsley, Rick Ayala and Ted Wheeler
looking mostly goofy and a little scary.

Michele Brown channels her inner
Sue Sylvester

The whole gang

Terry Hendlin and her advisee’s entry in the
pumpkin carving contest

Mike Wahlstrom and his advisee-
she’s our first graduate of the year!!

That’s  it from the north end.  May you all enjoy peace and rest over our well-deserved
break.  Happy Holidays to all!
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TORREY PINES
by Tim Staycer

With the holiday season ahead and the fall celebrations in our rear view mirror, we can
reflect on the wonderful gifts before us.  We are part of a most noble profession and
practicing our craft at the greatest high school in America.  I could not have imagined
such a blessing when I was in college studying to be a teacher over three decades ago.
I am in awe of the professionals around me and am honored to serve as the SDFA Rep
for Torrey Pines.

Our staff celebrated Halloween together at lunch time in the counseling office, hosted
by Brennan Dean and the counselors.

Out of Sites continued

continued

Julie Limmerick Don “Slash” Hollins
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Matt Chess and Ryland Wickman

Mary Sanchez-Allwein “Kennedy”

Brennan Dean
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New Member Feature:

Casey Billingsley

I was born during the Reagan Era.  While I
was in high school, 97-2001 Bill Clinton was
the President.  George Bush was the Presi-
dent when I was in college at SDSU, I was
in my freshman year of college in the dorms
when 9/11 happened.

I chose to teach, because I wanted to go into
a profession that could make an impact on
lives not just sell a product.  I wanted a job
that would be different every day, every year.

I really am enjoying Torrey Pines High
School.  I student taught here as well, so I
was excited to return.  The students I have
are great and I have had a lot of support
from the staff as a new teacher.  I feel pretty
lucky.

My hobbies consist of travel, food, technol-
ogy, and music.  I am a travel buff.  I have
backpacked all over the world, and still have
many places to uncover.  I just recently got  back from a trip through India, Nepal,
Jordan, and Israel.  It was amazing.  The beaches of Brazil and Thailand are my favorite
in the world.  I am a beach buff.  I could spend all day, everyday on the beach. I  love
technology.  I like to think of myself as an innovator, and I must get the newest technol-
ogy whenever it comes out.  I have a problem. I understand.  I love food.  I love going out
to eat and then trying to re-create in my own kitchen what I ate at a restaurant.

I come from an pretty adventurous family, whom all live in the Bay Area.  My mother
and I have both had scuba diving emergencies.  I dislocated my shoulder underwater in
Hawaii and my mother got the bends in Turks and Cacaos and had to go in the decom-
pression chamber.  I just became an aunt for the first time and I love it.

One thing people at Torrey Pines wouldn’t know about me is that I am a music hoarder.
I spend hours downloading music and searching for new music.  I have an external
hard drive dedicated just to music and currently I am hoarding about 65,000 songs
from all genres.  And I swear I know every word to maybe half of those songs.  At least
its digital now and doesn’t take up space like most hoarders right?
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Courtney Moore

President when I was born: Ronald Reagan

President when I was in High School:  George
W. Bush

President when I was in College:  George W.
Bush, Barack Obama

Reason I chose to teach: It has always been a
dream of mine to teach, and specifically to teach
at TP.  I knew that I was meant to teach when I
was in Kindergarten and have pursued that goal
ever since.  I love being in the classroom and
working with high school-age students.  It is in-
credible to watch them grow and see their think-
ing unfold.

Impression of TPHS: High performing school that fosters interests and abilities at all
levels.

Hobbies/interests: Reading, eating, walking, traveling

Family: Both my parents were born and raised in southern/central California and cur-
rently live in Carmel Valley.  I have an older brother who also graduated from TP.  My
boyfriend is also a graduate of TP, where we met and started dating and have been
together ever since.  He played baseball for Matt Chess while here at TP.

Something people at TP don’t know about me: I am a closet knitter and LOVE cold
weather.

We have a new Falcon in the nest Tiffany Gilson gave birth
to Asa Gilson.
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Our Sunshine committee has been
busy building camaraderie among
the troops.  Thanks, Erica!

Cara Couvillion and Jorie Rankin admire the
newly pictured staff bulletin board in the B build-
ing staff lounge where The Sunshine Committee
hosted a get together over cookies and hot ci-
der.

Don Hollins and Mike Montgomery
share holiday plans with each other.

Have a safe Break.  Enjoy all of your blessings and thank you for let-
ting me be of service.
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LIGHTER SIDE
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