
Suspension by a Teacher 

A teacher may suspend any pupil from his/her class or class period for any act listed in Education Code section 
48900* (see below), for the day of suspension and the day following. The suspension is to be a last resort after 
the failure of other forms of discipline. The suspension must be immediately reported to the principal and the 
student sent to the principal for further action. The teacher must also request a parent/teacher conference 
regarding the suspension as soon as possible. The pupil shall not be returned to the class from which the pupil 
was suspended without the concurrence of the teacher and principal. Education Code Section 48910. 

A school district must adopt a policy authorizing teachers to require the parent or guardian of a pupil suspended 
by the teacher to attend a portion of the school day in the classroom from which the pupil was suspended. 
Parents are to be notified of the policy before its implementation, and are to meet with the school administrator 
after the classroom visit. Education Code Section 48900. 1. Parents are protected against unfair treatment in 
their employment in retaliation for being absent from work for forty hours per year (not to exceed eight hours 
per month) for each child to participate in the child's school activities. Labor Code Section 230.8. 

A teacher may also recommend a pupil for suspension from school, but the final decision must be made by 
school administrators after following detailed procedures. These suspensions may last for no more than five 
consecutive school days and the student has certain rights to at least an informal conference before being 
suspended. "Wherever practicable," the referring teacher is to be present. If the student poses "a clear and 
present danger," however, suspension can precede the conference. Education Code Section 4891 1. Once the 
student returns, the teacher can require him/her to complete missed assignments or tests. Education Code 
Section 48913. 

In a given year, a student cannot be suspended for more than twenty days from a given school, or thirty days if 
he/she transfers to another school. Education Code Section 48903. 

A pupil who is an individual with exceptional needs (i.e., a "special education" pupil who has an IEP) may be 
suspended for up to 10 consecutive school days if he or she poses an "immediate threat" to the safety of 
him/herself or to others. Where the individual is "truly dangerous, the suspension may exceed 10 days, or the 
pupils placement (IEP) may be changed, or both, if either the parent or guardian agrees or a court order so 
provides. Education Code Section 4891 1(h). 

*Education Code section 48900 

a. Causing, attempting, or threatening physical injury to another;  
b. Possessing, selling, or otherwise furnishing a firearm, knife, or other dangerous object;  
c. Possessing, using or selling illegal drugs, alcohol, or drug paraphernalia;  
d. Committing or attempting to commit robbery or extortion;  
e. .Damaging or attempting to damage school property;  
f. Stealing or attempting to steal school or private property;  
g. Committing an obscene act or engaging in habitual profanity or vulgarity;  
h. Disrupting school activities or otherwise willfully defying the valid authority of 

supervisors, teachers, administrators, school officials, or other school personnel engaged 
in the performance of their duties; and  

i. Knowingly receiving stolen school or private property.  

  

  


