
Georges Bizet (1838-1875) 



Georges Bizet – Life and Works 

 Born in France to a wealthy musical family 
 Studied at the Paris Conservatory 
 Bizet was frequently ill and was forced to 

serve in the military anyway 
 Never experienced any success during his 

lifetime – Carmen was a flop 
 Wrote some symphonies and piano solos but 

was most famous for opera and lieder 



Carmen – A Guide 
to Listening 

 Librettist: Ludovic Halévy 
 Opera is a story that is sung 
 Libretto - the text or words of an opera 
 Aria – an operatic solo with orchestral 

accompaniment 
 Opéra Comique – a style of opera that includes some 

spoken word 
 Verismo – a style of opera with gritty, raw portrayals 

of real life people and situations 



Carmen - continued 

 Setting: Seville, Spain 
 Language: French 

 4 Main Characters 
 Carmen 
 Don Jose 
 Michaela 
 Escamillo 



Prelude to Carmen 

 How many themes does the prelude contain? 
  3 themes.   

 Out of each of the themes you heard, which one best 
fits Carmen’s character? Why? 

  The third theme represents Carmen.  The dark, mysterious quality is 
foreshadowing her eventual death at the end of the opera. 

 Out of each of the themes you heard, which one best 
fits Escamillo’s character? Why? 

  The second theme represents Escamillo.  He sings this theme later in 
the opera and the proud, brave, confident quality to the music is 
representative of his personality. 

 Why did Bizet include a prelude at the beginning of 
the opera? 

  The “Prelude” introduces themes that will be heard later in the opera. 



“Habañera” from Carmen   

 What are some words you would use to describe the 
“mood” of this selection? 

  Sneaky, seductive, mysterious, etc. 

 Based on the meaning of this song, how would you 
describe Carmen’s character? 

  Confident, Seductive, Sneaky, Sexy 

 Is the vocal line ascending or descending? Why is 
that significant? 

  The vocal line is descending. This symbolizes her dark character and 
eventual death. 

 What style of dance does this song closely resemble? 
  Tango 
  A Habañera is a Cuban style of dance. 



“Toreador Song” from Carmen 

 What are some words you would use to describe the 
“mood” of this selection? 

  Triumphant, brave, confident, macho 

 Based on the meaning of this song, how would you 
describe Escamillo’s character? 

  Cocky, confident, manly, brave 

 What is a toreador? 
  A bull-fighter 

 Based on the lyrics, why do you think Escamillo chose 
this as his profession?   

  He likes that women find his bravery and confidence attractive and he 
enjoys the dangerous aspects of his work 


