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MINUTES/NOTES OF MEETING 
 
Meeting Name:  Pest Management Advisory Committee 
 

Date:  Monday, October 1, 2012 
 

Start time: 11.30 am 
 

Committee members present (please list here): Marla Zando, Iver Carlsen, Terri Eddy, Dave 
Melevsky, Steve Quirk, Sarah Wiley, Nicole Hall, Tim Lindsay, Todd Jepson  
 

Absent: Bruce Gullifer, Tom Hall, Mark Follansbee 
 

Also present (other than committee members): Patrick Mutrie 
 
 

 
 

MINUTES – APPROVED 
 

Meeting date of minutes:            08-27-2012  Approved: Yes   X  No  
 
 
 

 

 
FIELD REPORT FROM DAVE 
 

Grubs at Wiley and the Middle School were treated organically using cedar oil then spot-treated 
with Dylox. For the most part, the grubs have stopped feeding and are moving just a little to other 
areas outside of the treated spots. When asked why cedar oil didn’t work, Dave assured us that 
both the cedar oil and Dylox worked but only to a certain degree. After the cedar oil was applied, 
grubs, which are typically white, turned brown and mushy. Dylox also worked as a contact killer, 
eating through the outer shell of the grubs. This is going to be an ongoing battle -- areas were so 
inundated with grubs that the fields are still recovering. Even with the emergency chemical 
treatment of Dylox they are not 100% eradicated. Tim did request the label for the cedar oil, 
questioning what kind of insects it does kill. 
 
Black Point Park also has grubs but is within a tolerable level (5 to 6 per square foot). 
 

 

 
DISCUSSION – PURPOSE OF EMAIL LIST; PROCESS FOR DISGRUNTLED CITIZEN 
 

Sarah wanted to discuss the use of email for pest management advisory committee 
communication. She mentioned that email hasn’t been working well for communicating amongst 
members, especially when she or anyone else is looking for members to weigh in on upcoming 
treatments, meetings, etc. We are not getting everyone to respond and emails are getting bogged 
down by multiple replies. She wants to look at this and see if there is a better way to handle this, 
whether it is through a forum/discussion board or if everything really needs to go through 
committee members, seeing as Tom has the final say and the committee is there to advise and 
educate. 
 
Sarah questioned how we wanted to handle people who have an issue with fields and the new 
organic program. There isn’t any plan or hierarchy set up to handle questions and concerns. Sarah 
plans to talk to Tom about this and find how he would like it handled and who he wants questions 
to come through. She also plans to ask him if we should be adding other people’s email addresses 
to the PMAC email distribution list if they request it, or should we be setting up a separate email 
address and distribution list for citizen use. 
 
It was also brought up that we may want to move meetings to the evening so more citizens can 
attend. Since it works for most committee members to hold it during the daytime, it will remain 
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as is from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm. We might think about offering quarterly forums in the evening 
to make meetings more accessible to our residents. 
 
It was a concern of some members that the committee’s information, including minutes, 
application information, and MSDS sheets weren’t easily accessible to residents unless they knew 
where to look. There is a committees’ page in the works through the town website, so eventually 
it will be easier to direct people to the right place. In the meantime, other spots we might want to 
utilize for educating the public would be the town’s e-newsletter and Community Services 
Facebook page. 
 
It has been requested that agendas also be posted on the website. 
 

 

 

 
PLANNING FOR 2013 
 

The committee wanted to look back at the beginning of this organic process to see what may need 
to be handled differently going into Spring 2013. The program began late with the first 
application going down on June 19. The density of the weed thatch on fields had to be addressed 
first so future treatments would be effective and actually reach the soil. Ideally, Dave would like 
to start work as soon as the soil temperature hit 50 degrees, so typically around the end of April 
or beginning of May. Go Green Landscaping’s contract is up May 2013 and Dave has stressed 
that one year is too short of a time period for an organic program to work. 
 

 

 

 
SCOPE OF PMAC ADVISORY CAPACITY 
 

Tabled for next meeting (need Tom present). 
 

 

 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Sarah plans to work on an article for the Leader to inform the public on the steps we have taken 
in transitioning to organics and remind people how long the process can take. 
 
Citizens for a Green Scarborough and the Scarborough Library are holding a meeting tonight 
from 6:30 to 8:30 pm to review the 10-year old environmental vision for Scarborough in 
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of Rachel Carson’s book Silent Spring. A publication will 
come out after this meeting to cover what was discussed and what the plans hold for the future. 
 
Tim brought up two concerns:  

•  Fragmites in the Scarborough Marsh - They have been sprayed and cut down and he is 
concerned in what is being sprayed. We quickly learned it is state-owned land and 
funding so there is nothing we can do about that. 

•  Consider Application for Mosquitos – Tim would like us to look into whether there is an 
organic treatment for mosquitos and to possibly add it the planning for next year. 

 
Dave has ripped out the McFarland infield and re-sodded due to the orchard grass issues. 
 
Patrick Mutrie expressed his concern of Dylox use to the committee. He offered information on 
another product, DuPont Acelepryn, that is favored over Dylox by the state because it is less 
toxic, kills multiple stages of grubs, and is effective for 6 months (only applied once a year). 
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Same as Dylox, Acelepryn would be applied late April or early May. He asked the committee to 
consider this product next time we have to treat for grubs. 
 
As a member of the Scarborough Youth Football organization, Patrick was also concerned when 
he learned that they couldn’t use the fields at Wiley because they were shut down due to Dylox 
application. This was a miscommunication or misunderstanding because Dylox can only be used 
to spot-treat and the while fields can be used right after application and watering it in, we closed 
the fields as a precaution.  
 
The committee will wait until elections are over to look for a council liaison. 
 
Next meeting: Monday, October 29, at 11:30 am. 

 
 
 

 
Time meeting adjourned: 12:34 pm 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Nicole Hall 


	Minutes – Approved

