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MINUTES/NOTES OF MEETING 
 
Meeting Name:  Pest Management Advisory Committee 
 

Date:  Monday, August 27, 2012 
 

Start time: 11:35 am 
 

Committee members present (please list here): Marla Zando, Iver Carlsen, Terri Eddy, Dave 
Melevsky, Steve Quirk, Sarah Wiley, Tom Hall, Nicole Hall  
 

Also present (other than committee members): n/a 
 

Absent: Bruce Gullifer, Todd Jepson, Mark Follansbee, Tim Lindsay 
 
 

 
 

MINUTES – APPROVED 
 

Meeting date of minutes:                07-30-2012  Approved: Yes   X  No  
 
 
 

 

 
SUMMERFEST OUTCOME 
 

SummerFest went pretty well except for the storm that ended the event around 8:00 pm, right 
when most people were coming into the event. Dave did bring his equipment to display/explain. 
The overall responses, though few, were positive and some seemed really excited. Terri, who was 
participating with another booth, donned a lady bug costume to spread the word about organic 
care and the new town policy; the lady bug has become a national symbol of organic lawn care 
.She particularly tried to approach men, typically the primary applicators, noting quite a few, 
including coaches and traditional lawn care specialists, showed some frustration; most women 
supported goals to uphold children’s health. 
 

 

 
FIELD REPORT FROM DAVE 
 

Grubs are back at Wiley, at about 25 per square foot. Dave would like to approach it organically 
by aerating the whole field first then applying cedar oil and a soil inoculant. He also made 
everyone aware that there might be the possibility that he’ll have to treat it chemically (using 
dylox, which can only be used as spot treatment) but is hopeful that the organic solution will 
work, especially since the aeration will allow the cedar oil to really get into the ground and to the 
grub infestation. If ever an emergency chemical treatment is needed, Tom would like Dave to still 
send a notice to the entire advisory committee. 
 
Dave did talk to the Maine State Board of Pesticides Control and asked about the use of beetle 
bags. They didn’t recommend using these – they are best for population monitoring but not 
controlling the numbers of beetles – and said they will actually attract more beetles to the area. 
 
Dave was not alarmed at the current pH levels of the soils. He said the ideal pH would be 6.8 and 
the program he currently has all fields on is designed to get them to that level eventually. We can 
get there quicker with additional treatments but Dave doesn’t see this as cost-effective. Soils pH 
will be tested 3 times per year but can be done more frequently if requested. 
 
Tom and Sarah wanted to make sure we were all on the same page when it came to field cut 
height. Dave said he is happy with the current level and can already see a difference. He did 
mention that as the weather gets cooler, the cut height isn’t as much of an issue and now that we 
have gone through one summer, we will be better prepared for next year and any hot weather that 
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may be coming our way. Tom referred to looking at the Best Management Practice guidelines we 
were given and come up with specifics on each field as to their use throughout the year. While we 
can do our best to move our sports groups to other fields, we also do rent to outside users and 
count on the revenue generated, so we may have to work around their needs and requests 
concerning the fields and the grass height.  
 
Community Services will provide maps with specific sub-field usage for each season so Dave and 
all committee members can see when fields typically get used and when they get rest. These will 
also be ranked using the Best Management Practices guidelines. 

 
Another issue is the orchard grass in McFarland Field’s infield area. Dave has told us the only 
solution would be digging it up and reseeding or re-sodding and suggested doing it in the fall. 
 
From this point forward, Dave will print copies of the scouting reports and field pictures so they 
can be scanned and emailed to all committee members and posted online for the public to see the 
progress on fields. 
 

 

 

 
EDUCATION 
 

On October 1, the Citizens for a Green Scarborough and the Library will be holding a workshop 
to revisit the Green Scarborough vision work completed in 2002. 
 
Terri mentioned that she went up to Colby College and noticed that they had signage in areas that 
explained what was going on organically in that specific zone. She was thinking that maybe we 
could do something similar at fields, considering people will most likely have questions while at 
a field and when no one is around to answer those questions. Tom suggested maybe making it 
more informal and meeting or having a conversation with coaches and taking a proactive 
approach to educating the public. He said he would talk with Mike LeGage to start that 
conversation but sees it as more of a concern with outside user groups. 
 
The Adult Learning Center will be holding a free Fall Yardscaping course in September and 
Mark will be offering a vermiculture/worm composting class. 
 
Terri recently housed 12 GreenCorp students who went door to door to get signatures for mainly 
state legislation but also brought up the use of organics in Scarborough. They did get 
Scarborough residents to sign a pledge for using organics. 
 
Tom told the committee that we always have the option to put in articles and information in the 
Scarborough Leader. Sarah plans to draft an article for next month touching on what’s going on 
organically on our fields. 
 

 
 

 
Time meeting adjourned: 12:35 pm 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Nicole Hall 
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