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MINUTES/NOTES OF MEETING 
 
Meeting Name:  Pest Management Advisory Committee 
 

Date:  Monday, July 30, 2012 
 

Start time: 11:30 am 
 

Committee members present (please list here): Marla Zando, Mark Follansbee, Terri Eddy, 
Dave Melevsky, Steve Quirk, Sarah Wiley, Tim Lindsay, Nicole Hall  
 

Also present (other than committee members): n/a 
 

Absent: Iver Carlsen, Tom Hall, Bruce Gullifer, Todd Jepson 
 
 

 
 

MINUTES – APPROVED 
 

Meeting date of minutes:                   06-25-2012  Approved: Yes   X  No  
 
 
 

 

 
TEST RESULTS AND WORK PLAN 
 

The good news is that all our fields are very similar -- their nutrients are “locked up” and just 
need to be released. Tim asked Dave to explain why the the nutrients were locked up as he had 
never heard of this before. He mentioned that usually altering the soils pH to the proper level will 
allow more nutrients to become available. 
  
The good thing about the situation is that all fields are pretty uniform and have good soil, which 
will make treating easier. The only downside is that the traditional solution to this issue, 
topdressing with fertilizer, can be costly. Chip suggested we use a liquid product that is designed 
to mimic compost. This product is not yet on the market but Dave plans to get in contact with the 
manufacturer and see if we can be a guinea pig for them (possibly pay a lower fee for the product 
or try it free). When compost tea was mentioned, Dave said the downside to it is the shelf-life and 
the fact that it has to be shipped in mixed form. Dave would like to do this topdressing as soon as 
possible and is hoping to hear from the manufacturer this week. This will be an additional 
application beyond the contract and will constitute a separate fee. Dave also plans to email 
everyone the soil test results to review on their own time. 
 
Wiley Park’s grass is looking good but there are many beetles flying around. Dave said that 
within the next couple weeks they will be laying their eggs. As a preventive measure, the Tim 
suggested trying beetle bags in the park to see if they will help with the potential grub population. 
Dave said he would check with Chip to get his opinion on bug bag effectiveness but was willing 
to try out a small amount. He and Steve Quirk will keep the committee apprised of how they are 
working. 
 
The biggest issue has been the cut height of the fields, and as it was suggested, this is going to be 
an ongoing problem. Certain sports need the grass to be short but fields are kept at 2.5 inches at a 
minimum. Community Services would typically try to place these sports groups on the turf field 
but that field can no longer accommodate all of the requests. Just recently the Peterson Field was 
mowed too low by a member of a sports group after getting last-minute permission to do so for a 
weekend tournament. Everyone agreed that this was one-time incident and that no groups will be 
mowing from this point forward. 
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EMERGENCY TREATMENTS AND EXCEPTIONS 
 

The only exception the committee has made up until this point was on the Fiesta product to spot-
treat the broad-leaf weeds on the school campus. No one foresees exceptions being a normal 
circumstance and was only needed because of the late start in the season. Everyone agreed that an 
email poll was the best and quickest way to gather committee members’ consensus on future 
exceptions. 

 
 

 

 
SUMMERFEST 
 

On behalf of the committee, Sarah and Dave are planning to run a booth at Summerfest with 
information and possibly demonstrations/equipment to inform the public about the town’s 
organic program. They plan to be next to the Citizens for a Green Scarborough booth. It was 
decided that a separate booth was probably best since both organizations have different goals. 
 

 

 

 
MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2012-13 
 

Everyone felt it best to meet more than quarterly since the committee is still in the early stages. 
Meetings will be held once a month, from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm, in the Town Manager’s 
Conference Room. The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 27. 
 

 

 

 
TELEVISING MEETINGS 
 

This topic was brought up by Tom Hall at the first meeting. Sarah would like to speak with him 
first before the committee makes a decision so the item has been tabled for a later date. 
 

 

 

 
Time meeting adjourned: 12:31 pm 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Nicole Hall 
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