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MINUTES/NOTES OF MEETING 
 
Meeting Name:  Pest Management Advisory Committee 
 

Date:  Monday, June 25, 2012 
 

Start time: 11:30 am 
 

Committee members present (please list here): Marla Zando, Mark Follansbee, Terri Eddy, 
Dave Melevsky, Steve Quirk, Sarah Wiley, Iver Carlsen, Todd Jepson, Nicole Hall  
 

Also present (other than committee members): n/a 
 

Absent: Tim Lindsay, Tom Hall, Bruce Gullifer 
 
 

 
 

MINUTES – APPROVED 
 

Meeting date of minutes:          06-13-2012       Approved: Yes   X  No  
 
 
 

 

 
ORGANIZATION OF COMMITTEE 
 

The committee unanimously elected Sarah Wiley as the chairperson. She proposed not holding 
the next meeting until three or more weeks later since we are still waiting for the soil test results, 
some committee members will be on vacation, and it will give everyone time to review the test 
results, which Dave will be emailing once they come in. 

 
 

 
TEST RESULTS AND WORK PLAN 
 

Dave explained that the company he sent the soil samples to was inundated with orders but he 
should be receiving the results by this week. He plans to send them via email to all committee 
members, along with a summary of lay terms. 
 
In the meantime, Dave did share his scouting report with the committee: 
 

• Best Condition – Peterson, Springbrook, and Middle School Fields   

 These fields have good turf density, minor weed pressures, and bent grass (a variety of 
 grass  that is not desirable on turf fields). Cut height needs to be higher. All needed 
 fertilizer and received their first application on June 18 or 19 
 

 Middle School fields had damage from grubs last fall. There is not much evidence of grubs 
 being present except right around the school building. This will have to be monitored to 
 make sure they aren’t spreading. 
 

 Dave sees these fields as having the best transition period to organics – 1-2 years. 
 

• Fair Condition – Black Point Park, Memorial Park, and High School Fields   

 These fields have fair to poor turf density, poor drainage that has led to compaction issues, 
 and higher weed pressures. All needed fertilizer and received their first application on June 
 18 or 19. 
 

 All of these fields have a lot of clover, typically considered a “friend” of organics because 
 it brings nitrogen back into the ground but there are many people who do not care for it. 
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 Dave hopes the turf density at Memorial Park will be taken care of with a planned 
 reseeding.  
 

 The other major issue at the High School fields is poa, an invasive grass. Unfortunately
 there is no organic or chemical solution to ridding the field of poa. The only way to get rid 
 of it is to start all over by stripping out the turf or burning the area then re-sodding. 
 

 Dave sees these fields as having a moderate transition period to organics – 2-3 years. 
 

• Poor Condition – Wiley Field   

 This field is rated the worst because of the extreme grub issue destroying the turf, as 
 well as the thick thatch layer preventing rain from penetrating. We  must treat the thatch 
 problem first with three treatments then treat the grubs in the late summer/early fall, 
 when the beetles lay their eggs. 
 
Overall, the resounding issue amongst all fields is weed pressures. Dave proposed using a Fiesta 
product to take care of this issue but it has an EPA rating of 1, which would require an exception 
based on our policies. He said it is mostly iron-based and kills emerging weeds. The only reason 
it has an EPA rating is because of how the product is turned into liquid form and not based on 
what is actually in the product. Committee members requested that Dave email the information 
on this product so they can look it over before making a decision. 
 
In the meantime, Dave would like to start working on Memorial Park fields (he proposed 
beginning July 9) with a top dressing and seeding. He plans to use compost from Hamilton, MA, 
because local companies are having issues with their compost containing bamboo seed. The plan 
is to aerate the fields then layer seed, compost, and another layer of seed to create a good base for 
the grass to grow. This may require an additional 15-minute watering period in the morning, 
especially on hot days. He said that he will probably have to scratch up some areas and reseed in 
the fall but there will be no additional charge for this since he knew it would be required. 
 
He also requested that Steve keep the turf height as high as possible for at least the next 6 weeks. 
Dave explained that in order for organics to work to their full capacity, the grass height will have 
to be longer. Steve said that they have already raised the mowing decks to 2 ¾ inches, and while 
they can keep longer grass on some fields, on others it is going to be nearly impossible based on 
use and need. 
 

 

 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

Questions to be answered later: 
 

• How do we as a committee make an exception to organics (i.e., an emergency treatment) 
based on our policies? 
 

• Will we have a say in the new Wentworth Building and the surrounding grass/turf? We 
would like to be able to start right and with the correct soil. 

 
For next meeting: 

 

• Dave to provide everyone with a schedule of when he suspects he will be doing treatments. 
• Committee members would like a large map of Scarborough outlining all of the fields in 

town 
 

• Community Services to provide a fall field-use schedule to all members. 
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• Sarah to speak to Tom about getting something written up for the Leader. 

 

• Possibly set something up in conjunction with other groups (i.e., Citizens for a Green 
Scarborough) to hold a demonstration and information tent at Summerfest on August 17. 

 
Sarah plans to email committee members to figure out the best day and time for future meetings 
and will schedule the next meeting. 

 
 

 
 

 
Time meeting adjourned: 12:30 pm 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Nicole Hall 


	Minutes – Approved

