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MINUTES/NOTES OF MEETING 
 
Meeting Name: Pest Management Advisory Committee 
 

Date:  Wednesday, June 13, 2012 
 

Start time: 11:30 am 
 

Committee members present (please list here): Marla Zando, Mark Follansbee, Terri Eddy, 
Dave Melevsky, Steve Quirk, Sarah Wiley, Iver Carlsen, Tom Hall, Bruce Gullifer, Nicole Hall  
 

Also present (other than committee members): n/a 
 

Absent: Todd Jepson, Tim Lindsay 
 
 

 
 

ITEM 1: INTRODUCTION OF COMMITTEE AND ROLE 
 

The purpose of this committee is to discuss the conditions of town fields/parks/turf, review 
results of soil tests, and consider options for treatment brought forward by Dave Melevsky of Go 
Green Landscaping. The plan is to have Community Services staff and Tom Hall handle the 
secretarial duties and participate as staff liaison, with Steve Quirk as the point person working 
directly with Dave. Dave will be in charge of organic treatment applications and will provide the 
committee with up-to-date progress reports and recommendations for organic options. Committee 
members will be responsible for bringing forward concerns and questions, helping to educate the 
public, and keeping the Town Council apprised of our progress. Committee members made it 
clear that they don’t want to micro-manage Dave but want to be able to defend themselves and 
the committee’s actions when citizens ask questions. The committee agreed that meetings should 
only be scheduled if they were helpful in supporting the efforts of the town, Community Services, 
and Dave during the transition process. 
 

Tom mentioned that the committee may meet more often in the beginning but would like to 
eventually get into a cycle of quarterly meetings. He also expressed interest in taping and airing 
the Pest Management Advisory Committee meetings on Channel 3 for the public. 
 

Everyone present agreed that the 11:30-12:30 time range works best but we would have to 
consult those members absent before setting anything concrete. Electing a committee chairperson 
was considered but members decided to wait until everyone was present before selecting 
someone. 

 
 

 
ITEM 2: INTRODUCTION OF DAVID MELEVSKY OF GO GREEN LANDSCAPING 
 

David Melevsky of Go Green Landscaping introduced himself and gave a rundown of what has 
been done up to this point. 
 

No treatments have been applied yet. With the help of consultant Chip Osbourne of Osbourne 
Organics, Dave has scouted town fields and parks to assess all pest issues. He has sent out the soil 
samples and hopes to have the results by next week. Dave is planning to present a summary with 
pictures for the committee at the next meeting. From these results he will have a better idea of our 
next step. 
 

One of the worst areas that Dave and Chip assessed was Wiley field. They noticed that there is an 
extreme infestation of grubs on this field as well as the surrounding neighborhood of Tenney 
Lane. They pulled back the turf and estimated that there was a grub for every ½ inch of grass -- 
30 to 40 grubs per square foot. These grubs have eaten all of the grass roots, creating large 
patches of brown and yellow grass. In the past, Gary Fish, the Manager of Pesticide Programs for 
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the Maine Board of Pesticides Control, typically wanted us to treat one area of grubs versus the 
whole field. This has caused problems because the grubs move to an untreated area and continue 
causing havoc. 
 

Another issue they are contending with is a thick thatch layer. Steve was well aware of the thatch 
issues because his crew gang-mows all fields and doesn’t collect the clippings. He mentioned that 
the last time the maintenance staff dealt with the thatch issue it took three guys two full days to 
do the work. Bruce explained that Wiley doesn’t get as much use as the other town fields, where 
grass clippings are churned up by cleats more consistently. 
 

Dave has recommended dealing with the thatch issue first then contending with the grub problem. 
During this time of the year there is not much that can be done about the grubs because they are 
almost in beetle form -- we want to treat the grubs when they are in the young/egg stage. To take 
care of the thatch problem, Dave proposed using a natural granular treatment called 10-0-3 and 
aerating the fields. He originally would have used a liquid treatment but because it is so late in the 
season, the granular application will help boost the turf with nitrogen. The 10-0-3 treatment is 
mostly made of corn gluten and soy meal and needs to be applied to Wiley, Black Point Park, 
Springbrook, Middle School, High School, Memorial Park, and Peterson fields next week. This 
will be followed up with liquid treatments in July. This change in treatments will not affect the 
price for us. 
 

Dave did mention that they may have to use a one-time emergency treatment of chemical 
pesticide at Wiley because the field is in such poor condition but they will attempt the natural 
biological treatments first and see how they work. Unlike pesticides, natural treatments do not 
require the field to be shut down. 
 

Marla wondered whether we could use nematodes for the grub issue. Dave said they are tricky to 
use in our climate zone -- they have to be put down only during a certain timeframe and they 
don’t always survive the transport -- and he doesn’t use them. He said he would use a Natural 
Plant Protection product (there is another product but he wants to see it used firsthand before 
using it). 
 

One of Dave’s concerns was the length of the grass fields. He prefers that we keep the grass 
longer but some fields we mow lower because they are used often. Dave said even if we can keep 
them at 2 ½ inches versus 2 inches it would be helpful. Bruce added that we may be able to shut 
down some fields for treatment and keep them mowed higher but others we cannot close due to 
their extensive use. 
 

After all committee members agreed to immediate application of the granular treatment, Dave set 
dates of next Monday and Tuesday (June 18 and 19) for applications to the fields. Steve said that 
Dave now has the transmitter for our irrigation system so it can be run right after the application 
next week. Even though the fields can be used immediately after applying 10-0-3, he would run 
the water to help the treatment soak in and start working. When asked by Iver how long it would 
take for the fields to react to the treatment, he said it would take 2-3 weeks but results will last 
longer. 

 
 

 

 
ITEM 3: PEST MANAGEMENT POLICY 
 

All committee members received a packet of information that included the town’s pest 
management policy, a handout on best management practices for athletic fields and school 
grounds, a guide outlining treatment priority (i.e. Level 1 for a field that needs the highest care 
and is used most).  
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Iver asked whether the thatch treatment would be a process beyond our contract. Tom said that 
because we are just beginning the process there will most likely be ancillary jobs that will be 
handled and accessed individually. He is hoping that once we get into a pattern of treatments we 
won’t require the extra applications. Dave did confirm that once the organic process gets going 
and takes hold, the natural predators for the pests will come back. 
 

Bruce pointed out the written policy on notification for pesticide applications. While the State of 
Maine does not require posted notification, the town’s policy supersedes it. He asked Dave to 
check our policy because it may require us to post 48 hours prior to applications. After reading 
the policy, Dave determined that because it is an organic treatment he only has to post after the 
application. He is currently having smaller notification signs printed but will post larger ones for 
next week’s treatments and write in the application dates. 

 
 

 

 
ITEM 4: NEW BUSINESS 
 

The next meeting has been scheduled for the same time and location for Monday, June 25. We 
plan to discuss the soil test results and recommendations for future treatment applications. 
 

Tom intends to provide a large town map to show the committee the parks and fields. Bruce was 
asked to provide the committee with seasonal overviews of field use. He has offered to give them 
a schedule for next season’s use (fall sports and activities) and printed maps for the associated 
fields. 

 
 

 

 
Time meeting adjourned: 12:30 pm 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Nicole Hall 


