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Newfound Regional High School requires a one-credit Senior  

Project for graduation. This project is a capstone experience of the high school years serving as a 

full performance assessment.  The NRHS Senior Project is grounded in rigorous academic 

standards and the 21st Century Learning Expectations.   

 

NRHS Academic Standards 

Students will 

1. access, analyze, and evaluate information; 

2. read effectively, write effectively, and present ideas effectively; 

3. think critically and reason logically. 

 

 

21st  Century Learning Expectations 

Life and Career Skills 

 flexibility and adaptability 

 initiative and self-direction 

 accountability 

Learning and Innovation 

 critical and creative reasoning 

 problem-solving 

 communication and collaboration 

Information and Media Technology 

 information literacy 

 media literacy 

 technological skills 
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Senior Project Timeline 

 Date Due 

Proposal 

 

05/20/16 

 

Thesis Statement 

Paper Outline 

Paper Rough Draft 

9/16/16 

10/14/16 

11/18/16 submit to turnitin.com 

 

Final Paper 12/15/16 

Process Paper The day you present 

Portfolio The day you present 

Product & Presentation 

Exhibition Night 

between Jan. 18 and Apr. 14, 2017 

May 2017 

Please Note: if any due date is missed various strategies will be 

used to support and enforce the expected deadlines. These 

strategies include but are not limited to: academic remediation, 

after-school detention, social probation, field trip participation, 

etc. 
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Distinction Criteria 

In order to receive Distinction Honors, you must: 

 

 Meet all deadlines on time (see previous page) 

 Complete your research with authentic work that stretches your learning 

 Be accurate with proper format 

 Reflect a synthesis of information from a variety of sources 

 Submit a timesheet that documents a minimum of 30 hours spent on your product 

 Participate in the evening exhibition in May 2017 

 Establish a faculty/staff mentorship 

 Attend all sessions of Senior Seminar or when absent attend another session that week 

 Score proficient or above on your research paper and presentation the first time 

 

AND… 

 

You must also complete six (6) of the following: 

 Include an Expert interview as a resource in your research paper 

 Complete 6 hours of community practicum documented by one reflective writing 

 Participate in two (2) peer evaluations of your research paper using rubric 

 Arrange a community partnership or mentorship 

 Attend a minimum of two other seniors’ presentations 

 Include two visuals in your research paper (figures, graphs, photos, etc.) beyond the six 

(6) page minimum requirement 

 Acquired a new skill as a result of this project 

 Significant positive impact on the community as documented by a service representative 

from the community  

 Explicitly connected to your future plans as explained clearly and convincingly in the 

presentation 

 Presented before an audience of 8 or more people, not including panel members 

 “Wow”! You have clearly and uniquely gone above and beyond in an area not mentioned 

above 

 

 

IF YOU MEET THE ABOVE CRITERIA, YOU WILL BE HONORED AT GRADUATION 

WITH A MEDALLION THAT YOU WEAR DURING THE GRADUATION CEREMONY. 

 

I plan to complete distinction criteria  
 

Signature: ________________________________________________________ 

 

Print Name: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Signature of Mentor: ________________________________________________ 
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Proposal 

The proposal is not more than a one-page overview of your proposed senior project. Before 

writing your proposal, think about the following: 

 What is the subject or topic of your senior project? 

 What will your product be? 

 What will be the topic of your research paper? 

 What unique, authentic work will you be doing that stretches your limits and allows 

personal growth? 

 

 

See next page for checklist. 
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Proposal Check List 

NOTE:  If any “No” is checked, you must revise and resubmit the proposal.  

 

YES NO  

       Is the proposal one page or less? 

       Is the proposal typed, double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman? 

  Did you state your topic? 

  Is there a detailed explanation of why you chose the topic and why it is 

interesting to you?  

  Is there a description of the product you plan to develop and what you 

will do with it? 

  Is there at least one staff mentor named (required for distinction)? 

  
Do you have your name, staff mentors 

name (only for distinction), optional 

community mentor, and topic in upper 

left corner of page?   

  

  Is there a statement of how your research and product will relate? 

  Did you explain your plan for getting resources? 

  Did you identify any challenges to your project and how you might 

handle them? 

  Did you explain what you already know about this subject and how you 

will address a challenging, unique aspect? How will you stretch your 

learning? 

   

Dangerous projects prohibited. 

  Class projects or ELO cannot double as a Senior Project. 
Other: 

YOUR NAME    

STAFF MENTOR  

COMMUNITY MENTOR  

TOPIC OF YOUR PROJECT 
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 First Paragraph with Thesis Statement; two sources 

 The first paragraph of your research paper should be at least 4 to 5 sentences.  

 The thesis statement should be the last sentence of your first paragraph. 

 The thesis statement must be underlined.  

 The thesis statement is the focus of your paper. 

 

Why should your paper contain a thesis statement? 

 To test your ideas by distilling them into a sentence or two 

 To better organize and develop your argument 

 To provide your reader with a “guide” to your argument 

 

A strong thesis statement is specific. It helps you keep your paper to a manageable topic.  

Thesis Statements 

A thesis statement is generally one or two sentences that reflects your topic of discussion and the 

point of view that you are taking.  It is a focused purpose for the paper. The specificity or 

generality of the one–two sentence statement will determine the necessary length of your paper. 

A very broad statement will generally need a much longer discussion in order to fully develop 

the defense than a much more specific, focused statement. 

A thesis statement should incorporate two major factors – purpose and audience.  

Consider the following questions before you write your thesis statement: 

 

 What is your goal with this paper? Do you want to describe something, explain 

something, or argue for or against something? Are you trying to persuade your reader to 

agree with you?  

 Who will be reading this paper? What do they already know about your topic? Is the 

reader likely to be interested or uninterested in your topic? (Gibaldi 35-36)  

Joseph Gibaldi gives an example thesis in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers:  

Students who wish to write successful research papers must know as much as possible 

about the modern academic library—its central information system, reference works, 

online catalog of holdings, and other resources and services—and must be knowledgeable 

about finding useful Internet sources. (50)  
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This thesis tells the reader who the writer’s audience is, and what the writer’s purposes are in this 

section of his book. He states that his audience is made up of “students who wish to write 

successful research papers.” His purpose in this section is to explain what the modern academic 

library is, what it is used for, and how to find useful Internet sources. What is most important 

to note in his thesis statement is that the author keys in on specific ideas that he will explain 

in this section. We know that the author is going to explain the modern academic library’s 

central information system, reference works, online catalog of holdings, and other resources and 

services. We also know that the author will show the reader how to find useful Internet sources.  
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Outline with Four Sources 

Outlines are: 

o hierarchical 

o key points and concepts (not sentences) 

o 1-2 pages (for this type of paper-not longer) 

o the skeleton to your paper 

o including a section for your introduction and conclusion 

o not a bulleted list 

 

See for examples and further information: 

http://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/writingprocess/outlining 

OR 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/544/01/ 

 

 

Rough Draft 

The rough draft of your paper should be nearly complete. The rough draft must include in text 

citations and a literature cited page. It must also meet the minimum page requirement for the 

final draft. 

 

 

http://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/writingprocess/outlining
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Paper 

The paper portion of your project is expected to be formal research.  

Your research paper needs to: 

1. contain an underlined thesis statement in the first paragraph. 

2. be between 6-8 pages, typed, double-spaced, in 12-point Times New Roman font (color 

black). 

3. have no fewer than 6 sources. Internet sources are limited to no more than 3. Therefore, 

there must be a minimum of 3 print sources (you can find print sources on line, if this is 

confusing ask!) .  Additionally, for distinction an expert interview is required. 

4. include internal parenthetical citations (following MLA format). Note: all resources listed 

in the Literature Cited must be cited at least once within the body of the paper 

5. include an additional “works cited” page (following MLA format). 

6. Pass plagiarism check via turnitin.com 

Hint: In order to avoid having to re-do portions of your paper, be sure to carefully read 

through the MLA guide for proper paper format. 
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Works Cited 

The Works Cited page is easily completed by following a few simple rules.  

 The works cited page is always the last page of the document, and it is always on its own 

sheet of paper. 

 All MLA format rules apply. 

o All margins are one inch  

o The font is Times Roman 12 point  

o The citation must be complete with all dates and page numbers 

 Everything is in alphabetical order according to the first word/name that appears in the 

citation. 

 Whenever the citation continues onto a second line (or more) you must create a half-inch 

hanging indent by using the Format: Paragraph command or by hitting the TAB key once 

at the front of that line (see example for a visual of this)  

See:      https://owl.english.purdue.edu/ 

Citation Example 

 

Important note: Sometime sources do not have ALL of the information that a citation calls for 

(for example: many internet sites do not list an author). If this happens, simply omit that piece of 

information and continue writing the citation. Example: If there is no author listed, simply begin 

with the title. Alphabetize using the first letter of the title. 

A Book (with one author)  
 

Author’s Last Name, First Name. Entire Title of the Book Underlined: Including Subtitles. City 

where the book was published: Publishing Company, year of publication. 

Here’s an example of a book in citation form:  

Wilson, Frank R. The Hand: How its Use Shapes the Brain, Language, and  Human Culture. 

New York: Pantheon, 1998. 

Plagiarism  
 Plagiarism is false authorship.  
 Plagiarism is not necessarily intentional. 
 Plagiarism is the wrongful taking of another person’s ideas. 

 Plagiarism is intellectual theft.  

 Plagiarism is ILLEGAL.  

See: http://www.turnitin.com/ 
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Research Paper Rubric 

STUDENT NAME:        DATE:  

 Exemplary Proficient Developing Beginning 

Analysis: 

Summarizing/ 

Support of Ideas 

Independently analyzes 

information in detail, 

accurately and 

insightfully, to determine 

its credibility, relevance, 

and value specific to the 

task. 

Supports ideas with 

comprehensive evidence 

from sources. 

Independently analyzes 

information to determine 

its credibility, relevance, 

and value specific to the 

task. 

Uses sufficient 

elaboration and support 

from sources. 

Has difficulty 

determining credibility, 

relevance, and/or value 

specific to the task. Uses 

a mix of relevant and 

irrelevant information. 

Uses minimal or 

ineffective support of 

ideas from sources. 

Makes little attempt to 

determine, or totally 

misjudges, credibility, 

relevance, and/or value of 

information specific to 

the task. 

Fails to support ideas. 

Evaluation of 

Information/ 

Making 

Inferences 

Independently interprets, 

makes logical inferences, 

and synthesizes 

information in accurate 

and highly insightful and 

creative ways.   

Independently interprets, 

makes logical inferences, 

and synthesizes 

information accurately. 

Has difficulty 

interpreting, making 

logical inferences, and 

synthesizing the 

information. 

Misinterprets the 

information, makes 

illogical inferences, 

and/or fails to synthesize.  

No clear connection 

between the information 

in the paper and what 

seems to be the thesis. 

Thesis/Purpose Produces a well-

developed thesis. 

Recognizes the purpose, 

producing a clear, 

insightful response. 

Everything in the paper 

supports the thesis. 

Develops a thesis. 

Recognizes the purpose 

producing a clear 

response. 

Everything in the paper 

supports the thesis. 

Produces an unclear 

thesis. 

Addresses main ideas. 

Most information in the 

paper supports the thesis. 

No sign of a thesis or 

understanding of the 

paper's purpose. 

Language and 

Form 

Demonstrates standard 

English usage. 

Uses a variety of 

transitions and varied 

sentence structure with 

effective vocabulary 

appropriate to the 

audience. 

There is a correctly 

formatted Works Cited 

page and correctly 

formatted parenthetical 

citations.  No use of I, 

we, you in writing. 

Demonstrates standard 

English usage.  The few 

errors present do not 

detract from the meaning. 

Uses appropriate 

transitions, some 

sentence variety, and 

appropriate vocabulary 

appropriate to the 

audience. 

There is a Works Cited 

page and parenthetical 

citations formatted 

correctly with minor 

errors. No use of I, we, 

you in writing. 

Demonstrates problems 

with conventions of 

language. 

Uses limited transitions, 

limited variety in 

sentence structure, and 

limited vocabulary with 

some awareness of 

audience. 

Makes an attempt to 

follow MLA style 

documentation. 

There is a Works Cited 

page with many errors.  

There are parenthetical 

citations which may be 

incorrectly formatted, but 

still allow the reader to 

locate the sources 

referenced. Some use of 

I, we, you in writing. 

Demonstrates a lack of 

command of conventions 

of language. 

Uses unclear, misleading, 

or ineffective transitions 

if any at all.  Uses 

simplistic sentences and 

inappropriate or 

immature vocabulary 

with no awareness of 

audience. 

Does not follow MLA. 

There is no Works Cited 

page, or the format is so 

inaccurate that it is not 

recognizable as a Works 

Cited page. There are no 

parenthetical citations, or 

very poor parenthetical 

cites. Extensive use of I, 

we, you. 

Title/ 

Introduction/ 

Conclusion 

There is a title accurately 

and creatively reflecting 

the contents of the piece. 

Introduction is creative, 

presents the topic, and 

makes clear the thesis. 

Conclusion is well 

supported by analysis. 

There is a title accurately 

reflecting the contents of 

the piece. 

Introduction presents the 

topic and includes the 

thesis. 

Conclusion is partially 

supported by analysis. 

There is a title partially 

reflecting the contents of 

the piece. 

Unclear thesis and topic 

in introduction. 

Conclusion is not 

supported by analysis. 

There is no title. 

There is no introduction, 

and/or the topic is not 

clear.  The thesis is not 

included. 

There is no conclusion. 
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Presentation  

The presentation is a 10-15 minute speech, during which you should: 

 Demonstrate what you learned through your research 

 Show your product 

 Show your portfolio 

 Answer questions 

 Present no longer than 25 minutes 

The presentation will be followed by a question-and-answer session from the review panel. Each 

project will be reviewed by two staff and one student. 

 You must have two staff members of your choice on the review panel which may include 

your mentor 

 You must have a Newfound student from either the 9th, 10th, or 11th grade on your panel   

 The EXPERT is the optional panel member.  We encourage students to employ this 

option as often as possible. If you are striving for Distinction you must have interviewed 

an expert.   

 Seniors are encouraged to invite parents, family, and community members to their senior 

project presentation. 

The easiest and most important thing to do to prepare for your speech is practice, practice, and 

practice. The more you practice, the calmer you will feel. 
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Presentation Delivery  

Your senior project represents the culmination of what you have achieved and who you have 

become after twelve years of education. Both your project and paper show what you can do; your 

presentation shows who you are.  You should approach this presentation in a mature, 

professional manner. Following are some tips to help you do the best presentation you can. 

First impressions count.  

 Introduce yourself and open your presentation with an attention getter that will focus 

your audience on the purpose of your project. “I’m going to…” or “My topic is…” aren’t 

catchy beginnings. Try for something a little more original. Excite your audience. 

Dress appropriately. 

 Shirts and ties for the men and dresses, skirts, or dress pants for ladies would be 

appropriate dress. For some projects, costume may be appropriate. Under NO 

CIRCUMSTANCES IS GUM APPROPRIATE. Take pride in your appearance. 

Come prepared. 

 Know about your subject and make it interesting and worthwhile for your listeners. 

 Use visual aids to “enhance your presentation” not to “be your presentation”. 

 Use notes as a guide to keep you on track. Do not simply read from your notes. Your 

presentation will lack sincerity and leave your audience wondering if you really should 

pass the presentation component of your senior project.  Better yet, practice your 

presentation thoroughly and don’t use notes! 

Be sure your audience focuses on you.  

 Use your hands to emphasize points—not to fiddle with pens, papers clips, note cards, 

jewelry or clothing. 

 Relax and speak clearly and loudly enough for everyone to hear you. Avoid speaking to 

one person in the room. Try to maintain eye contact with everyone by “panning” the 

room as you speak. 

 Remember that the way you stand says a lot about you….don’t lean on desks, sway back 

and forth or slouch. Be aware of your posture and stance. 

 Make sure the audience can hear you, or your message will be wasted.  

 Maintain eye contact with your entire audience.  

Excess verbiage: Relax. Avoid the use of “and uh…” “um…”, “well…” and clearing your throat 

to buy time. Don’t forget to allow pauses; they increase effectiveness. 

Questions: Let your audience know in advance how you will handle questions so that you won’t 

be caught off-guard.  

Enjoyment: Remember, you were asked to speak because you have something special to 

communicate to others. If what you say matters to you, it will communicate itself positively 

to others. 
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PRESENTATION RUBRIC 

STUDENT NAME:       Date:                      Time: 

 Exemplary  Proficient  Developing  Beginning 

Purpose Establishes and 

maintains a clear 

purpose; 

demonstrates a clear 

understanding of 

audience and task. 

Establishes a 

purpose; 

demonstrates an 

awareness of 

audience and task. 

Attempts to establish 

a purpose; 

demonstrates some 

awareness of 

audience and task. 

Lacks a purpose; 

demonstrates 

minimal awareness 

of audience and 

tasks, and lacks clear 

ideas. 

Organization Establishes an 

effective 

introduction and 

conclusion. 

Progression of main 

ideas is clear. 

Transitions are easy 

to follow. Duration 

is 10-15 min; does 

not exceed 25 

Establishes an 

introduction and 

conclusion. 

Progression of main 

ideas is mostly clear. 

Transitions are 

evident. Duration is 

10-15 min; does not 

exceed 25. 

Has a weak 

introduction and/or 

conclusion. 

Progression of main 

ideas are limited in 

depth and supported 

by only a few 

details. Transitions 

are weak. Duration 

is too short or too 

long. 

Lacks an 

introduction and/or 

conclusion. 

Progression of main 

ideas is difficult or 

impossible to 

follow. Transitions 

are missing.  

Duration greatly 

outside guidelines. 

Content Exceeds expected 

content. Main ideas 

are developed in 

depth and 

extensively 

supported by 

effective details 

and/or vivid 

examples. 

Includes expected 

content. Main ideas 

are expressed and 

supported by details 

and examples. 

Includes some of the 

expected content. 

Few, if any, main 

ideas are developed 

and supported. 

Includes little of the 

expected content. 

Few, if any, main 

ideas are developed 

and supported. 

Language Usage Uses well-chosen 

vocabulary and 

correct 

pronunciation in 

standard English, 

appropriate to the 

audience and task. 

Uses appropriate 

vocabulary and 

correct 

pronunciation, with 

a few errors in 

standard English, 

appropriate to the 

audience and task. 

Uses poorly chosen 

vocabulary or 

incorrect 

pronunciation with 

many errors in 

standard English, or 

language that is 

inappropriate to the 

audience and task. 

Uses inappropriate 

vocabulary and 

incorrect 

pronunciation filled 

with errors in 

standard English, or 

language that is 

inappropriate to the 

audience and task. 

Body Language: 

Posture, Eye 

Contact 

Stands up straight; 

looks relaxed and 

confident. 

Establishes eye 

contact with full 

audience; 

appropriate dress 

Stands up straight; 

generally relaxed 

and confident. 

Establishes eye 

contact with most of 

the audience during 

the presentation.. 

Usually stands up 

straight and 

establishes eye 

contact.  Dress is 

acceptable but no 

additional effort 

made. 

Poor posture and/or 

does not look at 

audience during 

most of the 

presentation. Dress 

inappropriate. 

Voice Speaks clearly with 

appropriate volume 

at all times. 

Speaks clearly with 

appropriate volume 

most of the time. 

Speaks clearly with 

appropriate volume 

some of the time. 

Rarely speaks 

clearly with 

appropriate volume. 

Form and Style Fonts are large and 

easy to read; colors 

do not distract from 

presentation; clear 

citations used for 

photos and other 

content 

Slides are mostly 

readable and clear; 

some citations used 

Slides difficult to 

interpret; some are 

readable; few 

citations used 

Slides not 

readable due to 

small fonts or 

distracting 

colors; no 

citations 
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Product 

The product is tangible evidence of the time you spent creating and executing your chosen topic. 

They should be lasting and community connected in some way.  Make your product FUN!  

Some examples are: 

 models 

 demonstrations to extensive audiences 

 recitals 

 original art work 

 videos (additional to presentation and high quality) 

 construction project 

 plays 

 novels 

20 hours of time invested is required for your product.  

30 hours is the minimum requirement for distinction honors. 

Track all of your time on the following timesheet page. 

 

Product Effectively 

integrates tangible 

high-quality, lasting 

evidence of 

experience that 

clearly connects to 

research in the 

presentation and the 

community. Product 

demonstrates 

learning stretch. 

Integrates tangible 

good-quality 

evidence of 

experience that 

connects to research 

in the presentation. 

Some community 

connection and 

learning stretch. 

Integrates some 

tangible evidence of 

experience with little 

connection to 

research in the 

presentation.  No or 

little community 

connection. Product 

lacking a strong 

learning stretch. 20 

hour minimum not 

met. 

Evidence is of poor 

quality and/or 

evidence has little or 

no connection to 

research in the 

presentation. Fails to 

include tangible 

evidence. No 

community 

connection, lacks 

learning stretch. 20 

hour minimum not 

met. 

 

 

 

Posters and PowerPoints are not products, although they can be effective tools for use during the 

presentation.  

CAUTION: Be aware of technology pitfalls. If you are planning on showing a 

video, be sure to request the necessary equipment.  Plan early to make sure it will 

work. Be sure to save your presentations on Drive but also on another device that 

is not web based such as a memory stick.  Failure to request equipment or to test it 

in advance is a student issue. Be ready to start your presentation on time!  
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NRHS Senior Project PRODUCT Timesheet  

Date    Time   Task        # of Hours 
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Process Paper 

 

 

This is a one-page, reflective paper that explains what you did throughout your project. 

Consult the rubric for effective writing and use this rubric to write a process paper that addresses 

our school-wide academic expectations. They are as follows: 

NRHS academic standards state students will: 

1. access, analyze, and evaluate information; 

2. read effectively, write effectively, and present ideas effectively; 

3. think critically and reason logically.  

Your process paper should also target the 21st Century Learning expectations of life and career 

skills, learning and innovation and information media/technology. 
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Process Paper Rubric 

 
STUDENT NAME: 

 

 Exemplary Proficient Developing Beginning 

Organization Information is very 

organized with 

well-constructed 

paragraphs  

Information is 

organized with 

well-constructed 

paragraphs 

Information is 

organized but 

paragraphs are not 

well constructed 

Information 

appears to be 

disorganized 

Information/ 

Details 

Has provided 

enough 

information/details 

to successfully 

cover his/her 

process 

Has provided most 

of the information 

to successfully 

cover his/her 

process 

Has provided 

minimal 

information to 

cover the process 

Hasn't sufficiently 

gathered enough 

information to 

cover the process 

Set attainable 

goals 

Has set all the 

reasonable and 

attainable goals for 

a successful project 

conclusion. 

Demonstrates 

extensive learning 

stretch. 

Has set most of the 

reasonable goals 

needed to attain a 

successful project 

conclusion. 

Demonstrates 

learning stretch. 

Has only set a few 

goals to reach a 

successful project 

conclusion. 

Demonstrates no or 

little learning 

stretch. 

Has very few if 

any goals to reach 

a successful project 

conclusion. No 

learning stretch 

demonstrated. 

Demonstrates 

accomplishments 

through quality 

work 

Successfully 

illustrated 

accomplishments 

of quality work 

and effort with 

many effective 

examples 

Illustrates 

accomplishments 

of quality work 

and effort with a 

sufficient number 

of examples 

Illustrates 

accomplishments 

of quality work 

and effort using 

some examples 

Has very few 

illustrations of 

accomplishments 

of quality work and 

effort 
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Portfolio 

The Senior Project contents of your digital portfolio are: 

1. Proposal 

2. First paragraph and thesis 

3. Paper outline 

4. Research Paper 

5. Process Paper 

6. Presentation 

7. Product time sheet 

  

DATE DUE: THE DAY YOU PRESENT via Google Sites 
 

 

 

 


