
SAU16 Library Media Standards are based on the Standards for the 21st-century Learner developed by the American Association of School Librarians and by the ICTE 
Standards for Students developed by the International Society for Technology in Education. 
 

End of Grade 8 

Standard 1  

Students use skills, resources, 
and tools to inquire, think critically, 
and gain knowledge. 
 

Indicators/Skills  
● Follow an inquiry-based process in 

seeking knowledge and making real-
world connections.  

● Identify and formulate questions to 
frame search for information needs.  

● Find, evaluate, and select appropriate 
sources to answer questions.  

● Select information from diverse and 
various formats.  

● Collaborate with others to broaden and 
deepen understanding.  

● Make sense of information gathered.  
 

Competencies/Benchmarks  

 
1. Use a critical-thinking process that involves asking questions, investigating the answers,and 

developing new understandings for personal or academic independent-learning activities. 
2. State and support what is known about a topic, problem, or question, and make connections to 

prior knowledge. 
3. Observe and analyze an experience, demonstration, or source that introduces a topic, problem, or 

question to gather background information. 
4. Write questions independently based on key ideas or areas of focus. 
5. Determine what information is needed to support the investigation and answer the questions. 
6. Analyze what is already known, or what is observed or experienced, to predict answers to inquiry 

questions. 
7. Recognize the organization and use of special sections in the library. 
8. Locate appropriate nonfiction resources by using the library's classification scheme. 
9. Evaluate sources based on criteria such as copyright date, authority of author or publisher, 

comprehensiveness, readability, and alignment with research needs. 
10. Select a variety of credible sources in different formats relevant to research needs. 
11. Recognize that information has a social or cultural context based in currency, accuracy, authority 

and point of view. 
12. Evaluate and select information based on usefulness, currency, accuracy, authority, and point of 

view. 
13. Evaluate, paraphrase, and summarize information in various formats. 
14. Use both fact and opinions responsibly by identifying and verifying them. 
15. Seek more than one point of view by using diverse sources. 
16. Explain the effect of different perspectives (points of view) on the information. 
17. Use online resources to locate information. 
18. Implement keyword search strategies. 
19. Use a variety of search engines to do advanced searching. 
20. Work in self-managed teams to understand concepts and to solve problems. 
21. Offer information and opinion at appropriate times in group discussions. 
22. Encourage team members to share ideas and opinions. 

 
 

 


