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End of Grade 12 

Standard 1 
Students use skills, resources, and 
tools to draw conclusions, make 
informed decisions, apply knowledge to 
new situations, and create new 
knowledge. 
 
Indicators/Skills 

• Continue inquiry-based process and apply 
critical thinking to construct new 
understandings, draw conclusions, and create 
new knowledge. 

• Organize knowledge so that it is useful. 
• Draw conclusions from information and apply 

knowledge to curricular areas, real-world 
situations, and further investigations. 

• Use technology and other information tools to 
analyze and organize information. 

• Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, 
develop new understandings, make decisions, 
and solve problems. 

• Use the writing process, media and visual 
literacy, and technology skills to create 
products that express new understandings. 

 
 

Competencies/Benchmarks 

1. Independently and systematically use an inquiry-based process for expanding content knowledge, 
connecting academic learning with the real world, and pursuing personal interests, and investigate 
opportunities for personal growth. 

2. Explore general information sources to increase familiarity with the topic or question. 
3. Review the initial information need to develop, clarify, revise, or refine the question. 
4. Compare new background information with prior knowledge to determine direction and focus of learning.  
5. Recognize that the purpose of the inquiry determines the type of questions and the type of thinking required 

(for example, an historical purpose may require taking a position and defending it. 
6. Explore problems or questions for which there are multiple answers or no “best” answer. 
7. Review the initial information need to clarify, revise, or refine the questions. 
8. Identify the value of and differences among potential resources in a variety of formats. 
9. Use various search systems to retrieve information in a variety of formats. 
10. Seek and use a variety of specialized resources available from libraries, the Web, and the community. 
11. Describe criteria used to make resource decisions and choices. 
12. Evaluate historical information for validity of interpretation, and scientific information for accuracy and 

reliability of data.  
13. Recognize the social, cultural, or other context within which the information was created and explain the 

impact of context on interpreting the information. 
14. use consciously selected criteria to determine whether the information contradicts or verifies information 

from other sources. 
15. Restate concepts in their own words and select appropriate data accurately. 
16. Integrate new information presented in various formats with previous information or knowledge. 
17. Analyze initial synthesis of findings and construct new hypotheses or generalizations if warranted. 
18. Challenge ideas represented and make notes of questions to pursue in additional sources. 
19. Create a system to organize the information. 
20. Analyze the structure and logic of supporting arguments or methods. 
21. Analyze information for prejudice, deception, or manipulation. 
22. Investigate different viewpoints encountered and determine whether and how to incorporate or reject these 

viewpoints. 
23. Compensate for the effect of point of view and bias by seeking alternative  
24. Select the most appropriate technologies to access and retrieve the needed information. 
25. Use various technologies to organize and manage the information selected. 
26. Create their own electronic learning spaces by collecting and organizing links to information resources, 

working collaboratively, and sharing new ideas and understandings with others. 
27. Model social skills and character traits that advance a team’s ability to identify issues and problems, and to 

work together on solutions and products 
28. Design and implement projects that include participation from diverse groups. 
29. Describe ideas of other accurately. 

	  


